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Sinha, Omar greet

people on
Vijayadashmi

LG Manoj Sinha and
Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah have extended
their heartiest greetings
and best wishes to the
people on the eve of

Vijayadashmi, which
would be celebrated
tomorrow.

"On the auspicious
occasion of

Vijayadashami, I extend
my heartiest greetings
and best wishes to all," the
LG said in his message.
"The  festival  of
Vijayadashami, celebrat-
ed in various parts of the
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ACB files
chargesheet against

postal assistant

The ACB today filed a
chargesheet against a
public servant working in
postal department for
demanding and accepting
a bribe in lieu of release of
subsidy component of a
loan case availed by com-
plainant under PMEGP
scheme.

According to officials, a
complaint was received at
ACB police station,
Baramulla, against postal
assistant Mudasir
Ahmadposted at sub-post
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JKAS officer
posted as DC
Relief
Organisation

The government has
ordered the posting of
JKAS officer Parvinder
Kour as Deputy
Commissioner, Relief
Organisation (Migrants),
Jammu.

The posting was made
against an available vacan-
¢y, according to a govern-
ment order.

Kour was earlier posted
as Registrar, Doda, with
the additional charge of
General Manager, District
Industries Centre (DIC),
Doda.

Rlys offers
discounted round-
trip parcel fare

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, OCT 19

The Railway Board has in-
troduced a concessional
freight scheme offering a 50
per cent discount on return
trips booked in advance on
Joint Parcel Product-Rapid
Cargo Service (JPP-RCS)
trains to reduce transporta-
tion costs for traders and lo-

gistics operators.
Under the scheme,
traders booking parcel

coaches for both directions

will pay 1.5 times the normal

one-way freight rate, with

the facility available on all
Cont. on P9 >

Saxena launches
'Ladakh
Sanjeevani Seva'

LEH, OCT19: Ladakh
LG Vinai Kumar Saxena
today launched 'Ladakh
Sanjeevani Seva', a dedi-
cated 24x7 ambulance
service, catering to all 248
villages across seven dis-
tricts of the UT. Residents
can access the service
through the emergency
helpline 108.

With a fleet of 73 ambu-
lances, the service is de-
signed to respond
promptly to medical
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Congress questions PM's 'silence’ in Ram temple
donation case, demands full account of offerings

NEW DELHI, OCT 19: Strongly
rejecting the Organisation of Is-
lamic Cooperation's resolution
on the situation in Jammu
&Kashmir, India today said the
grouping had allowed itself to
be "misused" by Pakistan forits

"bigoted agenda".

The resolution was passed during
the OIC Council of Foreign Ministers'
Meeting in Baghdad, Iraq, yesterday.
In its reaction, the Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs (MEA) today trashed the
resolution and said, "The references to
India are malicious, biased &false, and
have been orchestrated by Pakistan.
We are disappointed that the OIC has
once again allowed itself to be misused
by Pakistan for its bigoted agenda."

New Delhi also emphasised that the
OIChad "no locus standi whatsoever"
to comment on matters that are

strictly internal to India.

"We categorically reject the anti-In-
dia references in the resolutions of the
OIC Council of Foreign Ministers'
Meeting held in Baghdad on October
17-18," the Ministry of External Affairs

P-7

‘Bigoted agenda’
India rejects OIC's J&K resolution,

says bloc being misused by Pak

(MEA) said.

it said.

rights".

"The Union Territories of Jammu
&Kashmir and Ladakh are integral
and inalienable parts of India. Politi-
cally motivated propaganda can never
alter this reality," its added.

"Over the past years since the abro-
gation of Art 370, Jammu and Kash-
mir has seen significant economic
growth and benefits accruing directly to
its people through infrastructure de-
velopment, tourism and connectivity,"

This, the MEA said, was in "stark
contrast" to the situation in Pakistan-
occupied Jammu and Kashmir where
Islamabad had "unleashed violence,
repression and brutality on civilian
protesters, killing scores of them, in-
cluding women and children."

The MEA said that "no amount of
media blackout has been able to hide
these grave violations of human

"The only issues related to Jammu
and Kashmir that remain to be ad-
dressed are Pakistan vacating from ar-
eas under its illegal and forcible occu-
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Aneet Padda closes Lakme Fashion Week as
muse for Amit Aggarwal's show

pation and ceasing its continued sup-

port to cross-border terrorism," it said
in a statement.

The MEA described other "fabri-
cated and hostile references against
India in the OICresolutions including
insinuations related to Islamophobia"
as nothing but a "desperate attempt by
Pakistan to divert international atten-
tion from its own appalling record of
minority persecution and sectarian vi-
olence".

"The OIC's repeated endorsement of

patently malicious propaganda and
narratives peddled by Pakistan raises
serious questions about its credibility
and integrity. We hope its members
would do better and reform this organ-
isation," it added.

The abrogation of Article 370 and
the subsequent reorganisationof the
erstwhile state of J&K divided it into
two Union Territories: Jammu and

Kashmir, and Ladakh.

SCO HoG Meeting

Rajnath meets Tajik counterpart,

discusses ways to strengthen ties

DUSHANBE (TAJIK-
ISTAN), OCT19 : Upon
arriving in Tajikistan's capi-
tal, Dushanbe, to attend the
SCO Council of Heads of
Government meeting, De-
fence Minister Rajnath
Singh held a meeting with
his Tajik counterpart Emo-
mali Sobirzoda and dis-
cussed strengthening their
partnership in future.

Tajikistan's Defence Min-
ister welcomed Singh upon
his arrival. Sherali Jonon,
Head of the Asia-Pacific Di-
vision at Tajikistan's Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs, was
also present at the meeting.

During the meeting be-
tween the defence ministers
of the two countries, both

il N
sides expressed gratltude to
each other and discussed
strengthening their part-
nership in the future.

Sobirzoda said, "We are
happy and proud that In-
dia's Defence Minister has
visited our country this
time. The SCO Council of
Heads of Government
meeting has allowed us to
welcome you, and this is

very important to us."

He referred to the SCO
Defence Ministers' Meeting
during his talks with Raj-
nath Singh when the two
leaders met.

Rajnath expressed his
gratitude for the warm wel-
come. He said, "Thank you
for welcoming me so
warmly. India and Tajik-
istan share very good rela-
tions. "I would like to see
our ties with Tajikistan
grow stronger, especially in
the field of defence. I visited
here in 2021, and today, all
those memories have come
flooding back."

Sharing details of the
meeting in a poston X,
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US ‘very close’ to finalising
trade deal with India: Rubio

WASHINGTON, OCT
19: The US is "very close"
to finalising a trade deal
with India, Secretary of
State Marco Rubio said on
Monday, suggesting that
the waiver from tariffs for
buying Russian oil was
linked to the decision.

"We're trying to finalise
the trade deal with India
right now. We're very close
to doing that. So that's one
of the things we take into
consideration when the
President makes a decision
about national security
waivers and things of that
nature," he told reporters
in Samarkand, Uzbekistan.

Rubio is set to travel to

India and meet External
Affairs Minister S Jais-
hankar in Mumbai to dis-
cuss issues ranging from
energy, trade, defence, crit-
ical and emerging tech-
nologies and other key ar-
eas of bilateral cooperation.

He appeared to acknowl-
edge the reasons for India

Navratra festival

3.81 lakh pay obeisance as pilgrims

to continue buying oil from
Russia, an issue that has
been the focus of talks be-
tween him and Jaishankar
since the US passed the
Sanctioning Russia and
Iran Act in September.

"You also can't unravel
the economy of other coun-
tries because of one central
issue. So, that's the com-
plex part of having to bal-
ance all of this," Rubio said.

He said every country
has a complex set of factors
that they have to take into
account, such as geogra-
phy, and for some coun-
tries it's very difficult to ac-
quire energy from
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throng Vaishno Devi cave shrine

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, OCT 19

Amid a huge rush of pilgrims during
Navratras, over 3.81 lakh people paid
obeisance at the holy cave shrine of Mata
Vaishno Devi in Trikuta Hills of Katra,
about 45 km from here towards Reasi.
The highly revered Bawe Wali Mata tem-
ple in Jammu City also witnessed a huge

rush of devotees.

The footfall to the Vaishno Devi cave
shrine was likely to increase further on
Dussehra, which falls on Tuesday, offi-

cials said.

The pilgrimage has been witnessing a
steady flow of pilgrims amid clear
weather and a festive atmosphere in Katra
town, the base camp of the holy shrine.

"As many as 3.81 lakh pilgrims, drawn
from the country and abroad,had paid

Vaishnodevi
Shardiya Navratri till 2 pm today," offi-

cials said.

ber 15.

obeisance at the cave shrine of Mata

during the ongoing

Shardiya Navratri is one of the two ma-
jor Navratri fesitvals, with the other being
Chaitra. Shardiya occurs in autumn (Sep-
tember-October).

The yatra is progressing smoothly, with
a heavy rush prevailing along the route
and at the Bhawan. While 3.62 lakh pil-
grims paid obeisance at the cave shrine
atop Trikuta hills during the first eight
days of Navratri, the remaining pilgrims
visited the shrine on Monday," officials
said. A total of 47,574 pilgrims visited the
shrine on October 11, followed by 48,400
on October 12, 46,558 on October 13,
41,961 on October 14 and 39,951 on Octo-

On October 16, 41,750 devotees visited
the shrine, while 48,500 pilgrims paid
obeisance on October 17 and 47,700 pil
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The ministry termed the references
as a "desperate attempt" to shift
scrutiny away from what it called Pak
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Cahinet expansion
after LG's
return: Farooq

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, OCT 19

NC president Farooq Ab-
dullah today said the expan-
sion of the Jammu and
Kashmir Council of Minis-
ters would take place once
LG Manoj Sinha returns.

"The LG is not well. He is
sick. When he returns, there
will be an expansion of the
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Labourer killed,
4 injured in
landslide

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, OCT 19

Alabourer was killed and
four others were injured in
a landslide while carrying
out road construction work
in Jammu's Poonch district
today.

According to officials, the
labourers were engaged by
the General Reserve Engi-
neer Force (GREF), which
functions under the Border
Roads Organisation (BRO).

The incident occurred at
11.50 am near the hilly An-
ganPathri area of Sawajian
along the under-construc-
tion Poonch-Gulmarg road,
officials said.
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Man, son held
for SPO's
murder

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, OCT 19

A man and his son have
been arrested for their al-
leged involvement in the
murder of SPO Bashir Ah-
mad in Jammu's Kishtwar
district.

According to officials, a
land dispute was felt to be
the motive behind the
killing.

The SPO's throat-slit
body was recovered from a
pit in Seran Wani area of
Trigamwoods of Kishtwar
on October 16, a day after he
had gone missing along
with his service weapon
while returning from alocal
police picket.
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Netanyahu warns of potentlally
hostile future US President

Calls for alllances with Indla, Latm America

JERUSALEM, OCT
19: Israeli Prime Mlmster
Benjamin Netanyahu has
warned that a future US
president could be hostile
towards Israel, calling for
new alliances with coun-
tries such as India and
those in Latin America to
strengthen his country's
position.

He made the remarks on
Sunday during an event at
which he presented his se-
curity doctrine, nine days
before Israel's October 27
election.

The remarks came hours
before a strong endorse-
ment he received from US
President Donald Trump,
who publicly expressed his
support for Netanyahu's re-
election bid days before the
country goes to the polls.

"In two years, a Presi-
dent, man or woman, could
come to power who is very
hostile to Israel,” Ne-
tanyahu said.

"How would you deal
with that? How would you
operate in relation to the
United States? And beyond
that, what solutions would

be necessary?", he ques-
tioned.
The Israeli Premier

stressed that Israel must
use the remaining years of
Trump's presidency to
strengthen its position
while preparing for a po-
tentially dramatic shift in
American policy.

"First, we must do every-
thing we can during these
two years, and during the
following two years, in the
American arena, through

good times and bad," he
said.

"The second thing is to
create other alliances. That
is what I am working on
now with many countries
in our region and outside it.
India is not a small country,
and there are many oth-
ers," the Israeli Prime Min-
ister emphasised.

He pointed to political
developments in Latin
America as another oppor-
tunity to expand Israel's
network of allies.

"There is a major shift in
Latin America, and there
could be an enormous
change in Brazil in just a
few days,” Netanyahu
pointed out, adding, "We
must expand our pool of al-
liances and develop capa-
bilities that make us valu-
able to everyone."

Netanyahu has often
evoked India and his rela-
tionship with Prime Minis
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Seeking development in all domains,
air, sea to Al: VCNS Kochhar

NEWDELHI, OCT 19:
Vice Chief of Naval Staff
(VCNS) Vice Admiral Ajay
Kochhar today said that
'Navy is seeking develop-
ment in all domains, from
air and underwater to AL
and quantum technology, to
become a multi-domain
network force'.

"Efforts are underway not
just to adopt new technol-
ogy, but also to meet opera-
tional capabilities," the
VCNS said while addressing
apress conference here.

"The Navy is working on
bolstering its operational
prowess in all domains,
from air and underwater to
Al and quantum technol-
ogy, to become an all-
rounded network force en-

dowed with multi-domain
capabilities," he said.

The naval officer men-
tioned some of the lessons
the force had drawn from
recent conflicts in terms of
technology adoption, and
indicated that the Navy is
exploring ways to acquire
directed-energy weapon
system as a low-cost solu-
tion instead of firing a costly
armament for bringing
down relatively cheaper
drones.

In April, the DRDO had
carried out a successful trial
of a laser-directed energy
weapon system, joining a
select group of nations hav-
ing the new-age armament
used to bring down hostile
drones and unmanned air-
craft.

Asked what new warships
or other platforms are ex-
pected to be inducted in
their timeline, the VCNS
said, as far as ships are con-
cerned, "we have 42 plat-
forms which are on order.
In addition, 78 platforms
and 120 FICs , with an esti-
mated combined value of Rs
2.41 lakh crore, have re-
ceived Acceptance of Neces-
sity, and these are at differ
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From France to Albania, social unrest
setting Europe’'s streets ablaze

MADRID, OCT 19:
Rising fuel costs, discon-
tent with the state of
schools, declining public
services and a housing crisis
have created perfectly
stormy weather for an au-
tumn of protests in Europe.

Crowds have taken to the
streets for weeks in major
cities, resulting in arrests,
looting, injuries, and vio-
lence across France, Italy
and Albania. In Spain and
Portugal, tent camps have
sprung up in protests
against unattainable rents
and housing costs.

Young people "feel disap-
pointed with the (social)
model and experience a

strong sense of uncertainty
and a lack of control," said
Maria Silvestre, professor
of sociology at the Univer-
sity of Deusto in Spain.
"And when specific situa-
tions come together, a
spark suddenly ignites that
is capable of channeling
that discontent and driving
peopleinto the streets."
Cities have turned into
battlefields as several top
EU economies, including
France, Italy and Spain, ap-
proach pivotal elections,
while far-right parties have
made electoral gains in
Germany and could do so
elsewhere. It also comes as
Europe faces a critical mo-

ment in its support for
Ukraine, with President
Donald Trump making
overtures to President
Vladimir Putin even as
Russia is blamed for in-
creasingly frequent hybrid
attacks in NATO countries.

Right-wing politicians
have seized on the chaos.
While protests in France
have appeared broad-
based, Trump portrayed
immigrants as responsible
for the destruction, writing
on his Truth Social plat-
form: "The migrants have
taken over France. They
must CLOSE THE BOR-
DERS, FAST!" on Monday.
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Kavinder calls for evidence-based
study of J&K history

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, OCT 19

Himachal Pradesh Gover-
nor Kavinder Gupta today
called for an objective, fact-
based and comprehensive
study of J&K history, em-
phasising that the contribu-
tions of its historical figures
must be assessed in the light
of original records, histori-
cal evidence and the circum-
stances prevailing at the
time.

He underscored the need
to preserve the region's rich
heritage and ensure that fu-
ture generations receive an
accurate understanding of
its past.

"Maharaja Hari Singh oc-
cupies a significant place in
J&K history. As the last rul-
ing Maharaja of the erst-

while princely state, his deci-
sion to sign the Instrument
of Accession to India on Oc
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