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Trump's ambassador to Greece resigns  Zelenskyy to meet Burnham in London
as Kylv seeks more help against Russia

after allegations of improper conduct

WASHINGTON, OCT
14: President Donald
Trump's ambassador to
Greece, Kimberly Guilfoyle,
resigned today after allega-
tions of improper conduct
but insisted she'll "vigorously
defend" herself.Find Em-
bassies

Trump's administration
said Tuesday it had asked her
to leave her post after she
faced severe criticism over al-
legations she engaged inim-
proper and possibly illegal
conduct before and during
her tenure in Athens.

The announcement, after
days of comments and specu-
lation, came in response to a
question to freshly minted
White House press secretary
Katie Zacharia at her first
media briefing Tuesday
morning.

Zacharia said Guilfoyle
"has been a wonderful asset
to the team, and we wish her
well.”

Guilfoyle's departure
comes after its possibility
was previewed to the AP over
the weekend and Trump reg-
istered his unhappiness on
Monday at reports about her
alleged conduct.

"Well, we're looking at it,"
Trump told reporters at the
White House when asked if
he was considering firing
Guilfoyle. "We're not happy."

Those comments came a
day after the AP, citing a se-
nior US official, reported that
Trump and Secretary of State
Marco Rubio are "extremely
pissed off" by Guilfoyle's re-
ported conduct and would
likely decide on her future
this week.Buy Maps

Inaseries of stories dating
to late last month, The Wall
Street Journal has reported
guestionable conduct by
Guilfoyle, including an al-
leged threat to a host country
official, accepting improper
gifts and services and offer-
ing to use her influence in-
side the Republican admin-
istration in return for the
payment of a large credit
card bill.

Guilfoyle has not ad-

dressed the reports directly.
But in a statement released
late Sunday, her lawyers de-
nied she had done anything
wrong and claimed that the
money she was seeking from
a Trump donor was payment
for services - public appear-
ances and speaking engage-
ments that predate her am-
bassadorial nomination -
that had not been paid.

The lawyers, David
Schwartz and Jesse Binnall,
also rejected allegations of
impropriety related to Guil-
foyle's travel on private
planes, saying that before
every such trip she "sought,
obtained and followed State
Department guidance and
followed the Department's
travel regulations.”

After defending Guilfoyle
following thefirst report, Ru-
bio has declined to comment
publicly on the growing alle-
gations. Last week, Rubio
said: "Our ambassador has
been a strong ambassador
here."Know Worker Rights

But after another report
appeared later, Rubio -
speaking Thursday before
leaving Athens - berated
journalists for asking about
the allegations. He said that
he didn't know if they were
true and that he would not
respond if he could not con-
firmthem.

"You guys walk around
thinking that because some
source told you something
and you reported it, it's the
gospel. It's not the gospel. It's
not the gospel for me. That's
not the way we do things,"
Rubio said at the foot of his
plane as Guilfoyle, who was
there to see him depart,
looked on.

A second US official, who
also spoke on the condition
of anonymity to discuss per-
sonnel matters, said the State
Department's inspector gen-
eral was looking into the al-
legations, which first began
surfacing in the Journal late
last month and have since
multiplied.

The second official could
not say if a formal I1G probe
had begun. Inspectors gen-
eral often conduct informal
inquiries into complaints
against staffers, and many
times those inquiries do not
result in a full-on investiga-
tion, which can result in disci-
plinary action up to and in-
cluding dismissal.

The State Department has
declined to comment on a
potential 1G investigation.

There was no immediate
response to Zacharia's state-
ment from the Greek govern-
ment or Cabinet
members.Track Exec Orders

Ahead of Tuesday's an-
nouncement, Greek opposi-
tion parties had called onthe
Foreign Ministry to summon
Guilfoyle to respond to the
allegations made against her.
"This, most importantly, is
an issue of national dignity,"
Sia Anagnostopoulou, a for-
mer deputy foreign minister,
said in parliament Friday.
Foreign Minister Giorgos
Gerapetritis responded that
Guilfoyle had been treated
"the same way as every other
ambassador" and argued
that an official summons had
not been necessary.

Hours earlier, Guilfoyle
had posted photos of her
meeting this week with the
Spanish ambassador to
Athens as well as birthday

wishes for Lara Trump, the
president's daughter-in-law,
accompanied by Dua Lipa's
"Dance the Night," from the
2023 soundtrack of the
movie "Barbie."

The top two Democrats on
the House Foreign Affairs
and Senate Foreign Rela-
tions committees, Rep. Gre-
gory Meeks of New Yorkand
Sen. Jeanne Shaheen of New
Hampshire, as well as the
ranking member on the
House Committee for Over-
sight and Government Re-
form, Rep. Robert Garcia, D-
Calif., have already called for
an investigation into Guil-
foyle.

Since late September, the
Journal has detailed numer-
ous accounts of questionable
conduct by Guilfoyle. Itsfirst
report said that she had told
guestsatareception that the
US could undermine the
Greek governmentif itchose
to, promoted the business in-
terests of one particular
Greek construction and en-
ergy company and allowed
its lobbyist into private diplo-
matic meetings.

While Rubio was in
Athens, the Journal reported
- citing text messages - that
Guilfoyle had asked a Trump
donor and supporter to pay
a USD 100,000 credit card
bill just before her confirma-
tion hearing, promising him
access to administration of-
ficialsif he did.

The Journal then reported
that Guilfoyle had been en-
raged about not being invited
to a Greek-themed event at
the World Economic Forum
in Davos, Switzerland, ear-
lier this year and demanded
to attend while boasting
about luxury travel to France
with energy company execu-
tives.

Another report, from the
British tabloid The Daily
Mail, said that Guilfoyle had
alienated staff at the US Em-
bassy in Athens and had
pushed the bounds of behav-
iour appropriate for the top
representative of the US gov-
ernmentto Greece.

Vietnam buries remains of 731 war dead
decades after the Tet Offensive

nearly 6

HANOI, OCT 14: Thou-
sands carrying white flowers
lined the roads in Vietnam's
Ho Chi Minh City Wednes-
day as the remains of 731
people believed to have been
killed during the 1968 Tet
Offensive were taken for bur-
ial nearly six decades after
their deaths.

Vietnamese Prime Minis-
ter Le Minh Hung attended
the memorial services at Le
Thi Rieng Park, where there-
mains were recovered from
mass graves after over three
months of excavations. They
were laid to rest at Ho Chi
Minh City Martyrs' Ceme-
tery in the city previously
known as Saigon.

Generations in Vietham
have spent decades search-
ing for loved ones who never
returned fromwar, hoping to
recover their remains, give
them a proper burial and fi-
nally find some measure of
closure.

The Tet Offensive began
onJan. 31,1968, when North
Viethamese  communist
forces launched coordinated
surprise attacks across South
Vietnam during the Lunar
New Year holiday, known in
Vietnam as Tet. One of the
largest campaigns of the
Vietnam War, it sparked
fierce fighting and heavy ca-
sualties, including in the
southern capital Saigon,
where communist fighters
attacked the U.S. Embassy,
military installations and
government buildings.

Although the communist
forces suffered amilitary de-
feat, the offensive shocked
Washington, undermined
U.S. public support for the
war, and became a turning

-, A

pointin the conflict. "The re-
sultant conflict has changed
the pattern of the war,"” The
Associated Press reported in
February 1968.

The South Vietnamese
government collected the
bodies of communist fighters
and civilians and buried
them in mass graves during
and after the fighting, ac-
cording to Vietnamese gov-
ernmentnews.

The remains at Le Thi
Rieng Park, which was pre-
viously the site of Do Thanh
Cemetery, were discovered
during excavations that be-
gan on June 23 at the park.
Over weeks, excavators
painstakingly  unearthed
bones and fragments, along
with weapons, ammunition,
military hammocks and per-
sonal belongings, said the
Vietnamese government's
official news portal.

They discovered a wallet
containing a faded military
document bearing the name
Huynh Van Quen, which
helped authorities identify
one of the dead as a soldier
from the 1st Long An Battal-
ion, a communist unit that
foughta fierce seven-day bat-

tle at Saigon's Y-shaped
Bridge.

Among the mourners was
Vo Huy Thinh, 70, who re-
membered watching bodies
being buried there when he
was 12. "The memory of that
burial pit has stayed with
me," he told Vietnamese

state media.
For years, architect
Nguyen Xuan Thang pored

over photographs from the
Vietnam War, searching for
clues to the location of the
burial site.

A breakthrough came
when he found a color pho-
tograph taken by an AP pho-
tographer on Feb. 12, 1968,
with a caption describing
three large burial trenches
that each contained about
300 bodies, he told state me-
dia.

The photograph shows
two men carrying a body as
two others look on. Three
boys stand nearby, one of
them wearing shorts and a
short-sleeved shirtand look-
ing directly at the camera. A
water tower is visible in the
background, providingacru-
cial clue to the site's location.

Thang told state media

that he spent months riding
his motorbike through Ho
Chi Minh City, comparing
old military maps with pre-
sent-day landmarks, includ-
ing the water tower. His re-
search was part of a nearly
eight-year effort, from No-
vember 2018 to May 2026,
involving his team and the
military, which helped au-
thorities narrow their search
tothe park.

Investigators worked with
researchers, historians, jour-
nalists and witnesses to piece
together the location of the
mass graves. They examined
other wartime photographs,
satellite images, military
maps and archival records
from Vietnam and abroad,
comparing them with field
surveys and accounts from
people who witnessed the
burials, said the Vietnamese
government's official news
portal.

The recovery is part of a
nationwide 500-day cam-
paign running through July
2027 to locate the remains of
about 7,000 war dead and
identify them.

More than half a century
after the war ended in 1975,
many Vietnamese families
are still searching for rela-
tives who never returned
home. The remains of about
175,000 Vietnamese soldiers
have yet to be recovered,
while hundreds of thousands
more lie in graves without
confirmed identities, accord-
ing to government figures.

Of the 731 sets of remains
recovered in Ho Chi Minh
City, 307 were found with
personal belongings, accord-
ing to state media. Most have
notyetbeen identified.

LONDON, OCT 14:
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy is due
in London on Wednesday for
talks with British Prime Min-
ister Andy Burnham.

Kyivand its European sup-
portersare racing to shore up
Ukrainian defences amid
Russia's escalating bom-
bardment and doubts about
the Trump administration's
commitment to helping
Ukraine to fend off Moscow's
invasion, which began in
February 2022.

Burnham's office said the
UK governmentwill provide
"urgent support" for Kyiv in
the coming weeks and will
accelerate delivery of air de-
fence missiles that Ukraine
desperately needs before the
bitter winter setsin.

Not thefirst time since the
war began, a surprise deci-
sion by US President Donald
Trump rattled Ukrainian
and Western European lead-
ers.

Trump announced last
week that he struck a deal
with Russian President
Vladimir Putin to import
tons of Russian diesel. The
stunning decision, coming

amid international efforts to
sanction Russia's economy
and isolate Putin, added to a
growing list of instances
where the Republican presi-
dent has sided with the Russ-
ian leader while cold-shoul-
dering Zelenskyy.

Burnham took a different
track. "My message to the
Ukrainian people could not
be clearer, we are with you
foraslongasit takes, and we
will go further and faster in
our support to back your
courageous fight for peace in
Europe," he said ahead of the

visit.

Analysts noted that
Trump's move girded Eu-
rope into standing firm be-
hind Kyiv.

"Ahead of a tough winter
for Ukraine, Donald Trump's
swing back toward Russia
bodes ill," Rym Momtaz of
Carnegie Europe wroteinan
assessment Tuesday. "But
instead of panicking, Kyiv's
European allies are focusing
onaction."

Britain, like the European
Union, is also looking to im-
pose more sanctions on Rus-

sia.

London has also called on
Moscow to observe a partial
ceasefire announced by
Trump and halt strikes on
Ukraine's energy facilities.
Zelenskyy says Ukraine is
observing the energy cease-
fire.

Burnham's first foreign
trip after becoming leader in
July was to Kyiv, where he of-
fered to share technology for
making long-range missiles.
In response, Russia accused
Britain of taking part in the
war on Kyiv'sside. (AP)

Jantar Mantar belongs to people of India,
we will reclaim it: Rahul Gandhi

NEW DELHI, OCT 14: Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi on Wednesday
lashed out at the Modi government after
Cockroach Janta Party leaders Saurav
Das and Ashutosh Ranka were sent to
judicial custody, saying waving the tri-
colour at Jantar Mantar in a peaceful
protest is not a crime and jailing youth

foritisanact of cowardice.

Gandhi also said Jantar Mantar be-
longs to the people of Indiaand asserted

that "we will reclaimit”.

"Waving the Tricolour at Jantar Man-
tar in a peaceful protest is not a crime.
Jailing youth for it is an act of cowardice.
Students. Youth. Journalists. The IN-
DIAbloc. Different banners, one cause.
All protests are one: citizens demand-
ing their constitutional rights," the
Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha

said.

"Jantar Mantar belongs to the people
of India. We will reclaim it," Gandhi

vy

Special

added.

police said.

His remarks came after Cockroach
Janta Party (CJP) leaders Das and
Rankawere sent to five-day judicial cus-
tody and lodged in Tihar Jail for al-
legedly violating their peace bonds and
trespassing into Jantar Mantar, which
has been denotified as a protest area,

Their associate Ajinkya Shinde was

bound down to maintain peace and
good behaviour for six months and re-
leased on a personal bond and asurety of
Rs 5,000, police said.

The three were produced before a
Executive Magistrate on
Wednesday morning.

The CJP leaders were detained early
Tuesday after they allegedly breached
barricades and entered the Jantar Man-
tar area without authorisation, raised
slogans demanding Chief Election
Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar's resig-

nation, and erected a national flag there.

They were booked on charges, includ-
ing trespassing, violation of prohibitory
orders, breach of peace bond, and ob-
structing a public servant from dis-
charging official duties, sources said.

Das and Ranka had signed bonds to
maintain peace for ayear after they were

detained on Saturday, they said. (Agen-

cies)

UK's Burnham weighs approval
for oil, gas drilling in North Sea

LONDON, OCT 14:
British Prime Minister Andy
Burnham is facing a key test
of hisenvironmental policies
as he decides whether oil
and gas companies should be
allowed to drill in the North
Sea.Follow Politics

Burnham's government
has been under heavy pres-
sure from climate campaign-
ers and businesses over
whether to approve two oil
and gasfieldsin waters north
of Scotland, including one
said to be the UK's largest
untapped oil resource.

Environmental groups
have urged Burnham to
refuse permission for the
projects, known as Rosebank
and Jackdaw, saying they
would accelerate climate
change at a time when the
UK, like the rest of Europe,
faces record extreme heat
linked to human actions in-
cluding burning fossil fuels
suchascoal, oiland gas.

But opposition politicians,
the oil and gas industry and
US President Donald Trump
have piled pressure on Burn-
ham to give the green light,
arguing itwould protect jobs,
cut household billsand boost
Britain's energy security.

British officials have been
expected to make a decision
since August, when public
consultations on the two pro-
jectsclosed.

Rosebank is an oil field
that will also produce gas.
Located 80 miles (130 kilo-
metres) north of Scotland's
Shetland Islands, it is esti-
mated to be the largest unde-
veloped oil and gas field in
the UK, reportedly with ca-

pacity to produce 300 mil-
lionto 500 million barrels of
oil within about 25 years.

Jackdaw is a gas field 150
miles east of Aberdeen on
Scotland's northeast coast.
Production there was ex-
pected to last under a decade.
The Shell Group, one of the
project's co-developers, pre-
dicts the field can produce
around 6.5 per cent of the
UK's gas production at its
peak.

The opposition Conserva-
tive Party, which has pushed
for the developments to go
ahead, said the Jackdaw field
could start heating 1.4 mil-
lion homes in the UK this
winter if approved.

The former Conservative
government previously ap-
proved production at both
sites, which were scheduled
to start operations later this
year. But a court in Edin-
burgh ruled last year that the
approvals were unlawful, af-
ter considering a legal chal-
lenge from Greenpeace and
another nonprofit.Buy Maps

"The public interest in au-
thorities acting lawfully and
the private interest of mem-

bers of the public in climate
change outweigh the private
interest of the developers,"”
judge Andrew Stewart ruled
atthetime.

Critics have argued that
the oil and gas reserves in
Britain's North Sea holdings
are small and would make
little difference to energy
bills because prices are de-
cided by international mar-
kets. They contend that new
developments would in-
crease carbon emissions
while failing to contribute to
Britain's energy security.

Analysts at the Energy and
Climate Intelligence Unit, a
London-based nonprofit, es-
timated that more than 90
per cent of the oil and gas
likely to be produced from
the North Sea has already
been extracted.

"We've just had record-
breaking heat waves this
summer, wildfires, half of the
country's still in drought.
We're facing potential crop
failures and food shortages
this winter from a super El
Nino," said Victoria Smith, a
Fossil Free London activist
protesting on Tuesday.

"Drilling for new oil and
gas now ... would just be a
wild decision, completely
reckless by this govern-
ment," she said.Track Exec
Orders

Almost 600 climate and
health experts wrote a joint
letter to the government last
month arguing that approv-
ing the projects would
breach the UK's national and
international climate com-
mitments.

Separately, critics have
also raised concerns about
Rosebank'’s links to Israeli
company Delek Group,
which activists say profited
from lIsraeli settlements in
the West Bank. Green Party
leader Zach Polanski is
among critics who have
asked how the UK can en-
sure revenue from any oil
and gas production does not
finance the settlements.

Supporters of further
drilling say itwill not make a
significant difference to
emissions and is vital for pro-
tecting jobs. Some also argue
that domestic production
will result in less carbon
emissions than importing oil
andgas.

The governing Labour
Party is split on the issue.
Some warned that going
ahead will renege on the
party's pledge in its 2024
manifesto not to issue new li-
censes for oil and gas explo-
ration in the North Sea.Fol-
low Politics

Others disagree. "If we do
not proceed with Jackdaw
and Rosebank, investment
will leave the UK, jobs will
disappear.



