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A one-day workshop on
Alternate Agriculture Sys-
tem under Project 16 of the
Holistic Agriculture Devel-
opment Programme
(HADP) was organised to-
day at the office of the Chief
Agriculture Officer Kathua.
The Workshop aimed to
promote alternate farming
practices and sensitise
farmers about government
support initiatives.

Deputy Commissioner
Rajesh Sharma attended
the workshop as the Chief
Guest and inspected stalls
set up by the Agriculture
and Allied Departments,
showcasing modern agri-
cultural machinery and
government initiatives.

Addressing the gather-
ing, the DC emphasised
crop diversification and
adoption of modern farm-
ing practices to enhance
farmers’ income. High-
lighting the potential of
high-value crops such as
strawberries and dragon
fruit, he urged farmers,
particularly those from
Bani, Basohli, Billawar and
the Kandi belt, to explore
alternate farming options
suited to local agro-climatic
conditions.

He encouraged youth to
explore agriculture and al-
lied activities as viable
livelihood opportunities
and directed the Agricul-
ture and Allied Depart-
ments to strengthen grass-
roots awareness about
government schemes to en-
sure that eligible farmers
benefit from various initia-
tives. He also highlighted
the importance of Soil
Health Cards in promoting
balanced fertiliser use and
scientific farming.

The DC congratulated the
Agriculture Department for
organising the workshop
and stressed that the effec-
tiveness of such initiatives

should be reflected in their
implementation on the
ground and tangible bene-
fits to farmers.

The DC distributed Soil
Health Cards among five
farmers whose soil samples
had been tested at the Soil
Testing Laboratory, Chief
Agriculture Office, Kathua.
The beneficiaries included
Chaman Lal Sharma,
Devinder Singh Jasrotia,
Mahender Nath Sharma,
Rita Devi and Anjana Devi.

Earlier, Chief Agriculture
Officer Jatinder Kumar
Khajuria briefed the partic-
ipants about the implemen-
tation of Project 16, inform-
ing that seven clusters are
working for farmers’ wel-
fare. He also highlighted
the establishment of 92
vermicompost units and
two commercial vermicom-
post plants, besides Farm
Field Schools to promote
scientific farming practices.

District Agriculture Offi-
cer (Extension) Raj Singh
and Head of Krishi Vigyan
Kendra (KVK) Dr. Vishal
Mahajan also spoke about
modern agricultural tech-
niques, crop diversification
and government schemes
for farmers.

Workshop on Alternate Agriculture
System under HADP held at Kathua
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Additional Deputy Com-
missioner, Anil Kumar
Thakur, during a tour to
Gandoh Sub-Division,
chaired a meeting in the of-
fice chamber of the SDM, to
review the status of public
services, road mainte-
nance, electricity infra-
structure, educational facil-
ities and
telecommunication ser-
vices in the region.

Sub-Divisional Magis-
trate Arun Kumar Badyal
along with officers from
various line departments
attended the meeting.

The Additional Deputy
Commissioner directed the
officers of the Public Works
Department (R&B) and
PMGSY to ensure proper
maintenance of respective
roads and take necessary
measures to address road-
related issues for the con-
venience and safety of the
general public. 

The Executive Engineer,
JPDCL was directed to ex-
pedite the completion of
pending cable work in ar-
eas where electric poles
have already been erected
and ensure timely comple-
tion of the work. The offi-
cers were also asked to co-
ordinate with each other to
resolve public grievances

and ensure the effective im-
plementation of ongoing
developmental works.

Reviewing the education
sector, the Zonal Education
Officer (ZEO) Gandoh was
directed to conduct regular
inspections of schools and
ensure the proper imple-
mentation of the Mid-Day
Meal scheme, maintaining
prescribed standards of
quality, hygiene and nutri-
tion for students. 

The concerned officers
were further advised to
monitor the functioning of
their respective depart-
ments and take prompt ac-
tion to address issues af-
fecting the delivery of
essential public services.

The Additional Deputy
Commissioner also di-
rected representatives
from BSNL and private
telecom service providers
to take necessary measures
to improve and ensure reli-
able mobile network con-
nectivity across Sub-Divi-
sion Gandoh, particularly
in areas experiencing poor
signal coverage.

ADC reviews status of public services,
development works in Sub-Division Gandoh SHIMLA, OCT 14:

General Officer Command-
ing-in-Chief (GOC-in-C),
ARTRAC Lt Gen Shrinjay
Pratap Singh called on
Governor Shri Kavinder
Gupta at Lok Bhavan,
Shimla, today. It was a
courtesy call.

During the meeting, the
Governor acknowledged
the significant role played
by the Indian Army in safe-
guarding the nation’s bor-

ders, maintaining national
security and upholding the

country’s sovereignty and
integrity. He also recog-
nized the dedication, disci-
pline and commitment of
Army personnel in serving
the nation under challeng-
ing conditions.

The interaction also
highlighted the importance
of the enduring relation-
ship between the armed
forces and the people of Hi-
machal Pradesh, a State
with a proud tradition of
military service and sacri-
fice.

GOC-in-C ARTRAC Calls on HP Governor
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