
NEW DELHI, OCT 13:
Union Minister of State L
Murugan today resigned
from the Modi government
and said he wanted to re-
turn to Tamil Nadu to
strengthen BJP in the state,
raising speculation about
an imminent reshuffle in
the Council of Ministers.

This was the third resig-
nation of a Minister of State
(MoS) from the Council of
Ministers after George
Kurian and Ravneet Singh
Bittu, who quit in June and
July respectively after they
were not renominated for
Rajya Sabha elections by
the party.

Murugan has been a

member of the Rajya Sabha
since September 2021 and
was re-elected to the Upper
House in April 2024 from
Madhya Pradesh. His
tenure ends in April 2030.
The minister said he wants
to give up his Rajya Sabha
membership.

Union Petroleum Minis-
ter Hardeep Singh Puri was
also not renominated by
the BJP in the just-con-
cluded Rajya Sabha elec-
tions from Uttar Pradesh.
However, he continues to
be a member of the Union
Cabinet.

Similarly, MoS in the
Ministry of Consumer Af-
fairs, BL Verma, was also
not renominated for the
polls to the Upper House.
He too continues to be in
office.

Two other Ministers of
State, Pankaj Chaudhary
and Harsh Malhotra, who
were made chief of BJP's
Uttar Pradesh and Delhi 

Murugan resigns, sparks speculation
of imminent cabinet reshuffle

NEW DELHI, OCT 13:
The Congress today
slammed the BJP over re-
ported attendance fraud
within the VB-G RAM G
scheme, saying that "at-
tacking" the rights of the
poor while invoking the
name of Lord Shri Ram was
its true modus operandi.

Congress general secre-
tary in-charge Jairam
Ramesh shared the screen-
shot of a media report
which claimed that a
method of fraud had come
to light within the Viksit
Bharat Guarantee for Roz-
gar and Ajeevika Mission
(Gramin) Act, or the VB G
RAM G Act, scheme with a
clone app, resembling the

official National Mobile
Monitoring System
(NMMS) app, being used to
mark mass attendance us-
ing photos stored on mo-
bile phones.

"First, the theft of dona-
tions made in the name of
Lord Shri Ram; then, an as-
sault on the right to 100
days of employment under
MGNREGA; and now, a
scheme of state-sponsored
plunder of the poor
through fake attendance
records in the VB-G RAM G
programme!" he said in a
post in Hindi on X.

Invoking the name of
Lord Ram, yet striking at
the poor and looting their
right to employment,

Ramesh said.
"This is not merely cor-

ruption; it is a betrayal of
faith and a theft of the
poor's rights - all in the
name of devotion and em-
ployment," he alleged.

The BJP's politics reflects
neither genuine reverence
for Lord Shri Ram nor em-
pathy for the poor, Ramesh
alleged.

"Engaging in power poli-
tics and attacking the rights
of the poor while invoking
the name of Lord Shri Ram
- this is the BJP's true
modus operandi, character,
and face," Ramesh said.

The Viksit Bharat Guar-
antee for Rozgar and Ajee

Ranjeev Puri eyes to be Michigan's first 
Indian-American House Speaker

Trailer of Sonakshi Sinha, Zaheer Iqbal's 
film Tu Hai Meri Kiran unveiled
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Following inputs about
the movement of terror-
ists, security forces today
launched searches in
Majalta&Billawar woods
of Udhampur and Kathua
districts.

According to officials,
searches were underway
in the forests of Soan,
Khuban, Chore and
Nagan in Udhampur's
Majalta, and Sadrouta,
Bhed&Balore in Kathua
district.

No contact had been
established with the sus

Searches launched
in Majalta,

Billawar woods

The government has
authorised key officials of
Geology &Mining
Department, including its
director, joint directors,
deputy directors, and dis-
trict-level officers of or
above the rank of assistant
mineral officer, to directly
file written complaints in
designated special courts
against illegal mining,
storage, and transporta-
tion offenses.

"In exercise of the pow-
ers conferred by Rule 83 of
the Jammu &Kashmir 

Mining deptt 
officers get

'more' powers

Two landmines were
this morning detected by
troops near the border
fence in Basoni area of
Mendharsub-sector of
Poonch.

Officials said two land-
mines were spotted by
troops during the ongoing
track construction near
the LoC.

Both the explosive
devices were later
destroyed by Army
experts in a controlled
explosion, the officials
added.

More than a dozen 

2 landmines 
found, destroyed

LEH, OCT 13: LG
Vinai Kumar Saxenato-
day chaired the first meet-
ing of Advisory Council of
the Union Territory of
Ladakhto deliberate upon
the major developmental
projects being under-
taken in the UT.

The meeting witnessed
detailed discussions on
critical areas, including
long-term water security,
agricultural sustainabil-
ity, local employment,
tourism promotion, her

DUBAI, OCT 13: Two
Maldivian pilots employed
by flydubai have been ar-
rested by UAE police in con-
nection with an alleged at-
tempt by an Omani co-pilot
to hijack and crash a Dubai-
Tel Aviv flight, in which In-
dian Captain Smit Machch-
har was injured while
foiling the suspected plot.

The duo were taken into
custody, and their families
have been formally in-
formed of their detention by
the Maldivian Embassy in
the United Arab Emirates.

The Maldivian authorities
have declined to comment
on the detention of the two
pilots, it said.

No official details have so
far been released by the 
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Security forces today re-
covered arms and ammuni-
tion from a terrorist hideout
which was busted by them
in Satharban woods of
Surankote in Poonch dis-
trict.

During searches in
Satharban woods, a joint
team of Army & police came
across a natural cave which 

NEW DELHI, OCT 13:
India today reiterated that
'the Union Territory of
Ladakh is an integral and
inalienable part of the coun-
try, asserting that no denial
by China can change this
position'.

"India's position on the
territory remains un-
changed," Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs (MEA)
spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal said while respond-
ing to media queries over
comments made by the Chi-
nese side on Ladakh.

"It is reiterated that the
UT of Ladakh is an integral
and inalienable part of In-
dia. No amount of denial by
the Chinese side can change
this established fact," he as-

serted.
Clarifying the union gov-

ernment's recent an-
nouncement concerning 28
places and geographical fea-
tures in Ladakh, the MEA
spokesperson said the Min-
istry of Home Affairs' press
release was self-explana-
tory.

He said the 28 places and
features had been identified
with standardised names on
the official map of the Sur-
vey of India in consultation
with the Union Territory
administration and local
stakeholders.

According to Jaiswal, the
exercise was aimed at facili-
tating the accurate identifi-
cation of these places and
improving public aware-

ness about them.
The clarification comes

amid differences between
India and China over terri-
torial claims and develop-
ments relating to Ladakh.
India has consistently
maintained that Ladakh is
an integral part of the coun-
try.

Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Mao Ning
was quoted by state-owned
news agency Xinhua on
Tuesday as saying: "China
has never recognised the so-
called Union Territory of
Ladakh illegally and unilat-
erally established by India
and firmly opposes India's
publication of standard
place names in Ladakh."

NEW DELHI, OCT 13:
Calling for a stronger re-
gional cooperation among
BIMSTEC countries to
combat terrorism, disrupt
terrorist financing and or-
ganised crime, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
today emphasised the need
for making sure that terror-
ist networks do not find a
haven in the region.He also
reaffirmed India's zero-tol-
erance policy against ter-
rorism.

"India follows a policy of
zero tolerance towards ter-
rorism," he said while ad-
dressing the first Home
Ministers' Meeting of BIM-
STEC countries here.

The home minister
stressed the need for collec-
tive action to strengthen re-
gional security.

"Hosting the first BIM-
STEC Home Ministers'
Meeting is a matter of great
pride and fortune for India.

BIMSTEC, in a way, has be-
come an essential platform
for regional integration,
economic cooperation and
collective security. With the
spirit of Vasudhaiva Ku-
tumbakam, India is going
ahead today," Shah said.

"We have always been
committed to peace, coex-
istence and human welfare.
We continue to be commit-
ted to these even today. In-

dia has never believed in at-
tacking any country or es-
tablishing dominance over
them. India has always be-
lieved in upholding the sov-
ereignty and territorial in-
tegrity of every country and
peaceful resolution of dif-
ferences," he added.

He said the trust under-
lying the partnership of
BIMSTEC countries was 
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Chief Minister Omar Abdullah today re-
viewed arrangements for Darbar Move at a
high-level meeting, directing the depart-
ments concerned to ensure a smooth, se-
cure and well-coordinated transition of of-
fices from Srinagar to Jammu, along with
adequate facilities for employees.

At the outset, GAD secretaryMRajugave
a detailed presentation on transport and lo-
gistical arrangements for the darbarmove
convoy.

Omar directed the JKRTC Managing Di-
rectorand the traffic department to ensure
adequate bus availability and organise the
down convoy over two consecutive days,
ieOctober 31 and November 1, for the safe
and efficient movement of employees and
equipment. 

He stressed close coordination among all

the concerned departments to ensure hassle-
free transportation.

Reviewing security arrangements, traffic
management along the National Highway
and residential accommodation for em-
ployees moving to the Winter Capital, the
chief minister directed police department
and other agencies to put in place compre-
hensive security measures, particularly in
residential areas where the employees 

SHIMLA, OCT 13: On
the third day of Sharad
Navratri, Governor Kavin-
der Gupta today performed a
Yajna and offered prayers at
Lok Bhavan for the peace,
happiness, prosperity and
continued progress of Hi-
machal Pradesh.

Officers and employees of
Lok Bhavan participated in
the religious ceremony with
devotion. The governor,
along with Lok Bhavan offi-
cials and staff, offered 'pur-
nahuti' in the yajna and
prayed for the well-being
and prosperity of the people
of the state.

Extending his greetings to
the people on Sharad
Navratri, he said the festival

symbolises devotion to the
nine forms of Goddess
Durga. 

He expressed faith that
the blessings of the Goddess
inspire strength, courage
and well-being in the lives of
devotees.

"Himachal Pradesh is

blessed with several revered
Shakti Peeths," he said and
prayed that the state re-
mains safe from natural
calamities and that every
citizen enjoys happiness,
prosperity and well-being. 

He also expressed hope 

Kavinder performs Navratri Havan,
prays for state's prosperity

Terrorist 
hideout busted

Saxena chairs
Advisory 

Council meeting

Omar reviews arrangements 
for Darbar Move to Jammu

Ladakh integral part of India, China's
denial can't change fact: MEA

2 Maldivian pilots 
held over plot to down

Flydubai aircraft

Make sure terror networks
don't find haven in region: Shah

NEW DELHI, OCT 13:
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday said In-
dia's economic growth was
anchored in strong funda-
mentals and a sustained re-
form drive, declaring that
the country sought to ex-
pand its global economic in-
fluence through shared
prosperity rather than at the
expense of other nations.

"We do not grow at any-
one's cost. We grow with the
world. And for the world,"
he said, pitching India as a
reliable economic partner
amid geopolitical tensions,
trade disruptions and grow-
ing competition over criti-
cal technologies and re-
sources.

Addressing the
Bloomberg Economic Fo-
rum, he cited the country's
7.8 per cent economic
growth in the April-June
quarter, foreign-exchange

reserves exceeding USD
700 billion and reforms
spanning taxation, insol-
vency and labour laws as ev-
idence of its resilience. "In
this world full of uncertain-
ties, India inspires reliability
and stability," he said.

"This year, in the April to
June quarter, India's eco-
nomic growth was 7.8 per
cent. And this growth is tak-
ing place on a strong foun-

dation," he said citing
strong macroeconomic fun-
damentals, including dras-
tic reduction in India's cur-
rent account deficit from
over 4 per cent 12-13 years
back to about half a per cent
now.

Modi argued that eco-
nomic and technological
strength should be mea-
sured not merely by the
power a country com-

mands, but by how effec-
tively it creates opportuni-
ties for others. "The real
question is not who has the
power. The real question is,
how is this power being
used?" he said, summaris-
ing his approach as "power
to empower".

The prime minister high-
lighted India's digital pub-
lic infrastructure, expand-
ing startup ecosystem and
clean-energy capacity as ex-
amples of how domestic ca-
pabilities could support in-
clusive growth. He said
India was sharing its expe-
rience in digital identity,
payments and public infra-
structure with partner
countries, particularly in
the Global South.

"For us, reforms are not a
compulsion. Reforms are
our conviction," he said.

Modi also warned that 

India grows 'with world, not 
at anyone's cost': Modi

Cites strong economic fundamentals
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NEW DELI, OCT 13:
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Tuesday
said the rupee had depreci-
ated "significantly" over the
past year and a half, and the
RBI will continue its efforts
to prevent excessive volatil-
ity in the domestic currency.

Speaking at the
Bloomberg New Economy
Forum 2026, she said the 

RBI will continue
efforts to keep 

rupee stable: FM

Meeting of BIMSTEC countries

NEW DELHI, OCT 13: The
Supreme Court today issued notice to
the Centre and the Election Commis-
sion on a petition, challenging the
constitutional validity of a provision
in the 2023 law that grants immu-
nity to the chief election commis-
sioner (CEC) and election commis-
sioners (ECs) from civil and criminal
proceedings for acts performed in
the discharge of their official duties.

A bench of Chief Justice Surya Kant
and Justices Joymalya Bagchi and V
Mohana agreed to hear the plea.

The plea seeks to declare Section 16
of the Chief Election Commissioner
and Other Election Commissioners
(Appointment, Conditions of Service
and Term of Office) Act, 2023, un-
constitutional.

The provision bars courts from en-
tertaining or continuing civil or

criminal proceedings against a serv-
ing or former CEC or EC for any act,
deed or words in the discharge, or
purported discharge, of official du-
ties.

The bench tagged the petition with
a separate plea raising a similar
challenge, filed by the NGO Lok Pra-
hari.

In January, the apex court had
agreed to examine Lok Prahari's peti-
tion and issued notices to the Centre
and the Election Commission. How-
ever, it had declined to stay the op-
eration of the provision.

The Lok Prahari plea contended
that Section 16 grants the CEC and
ECs blanket, lifelong immunity from
civil and criminal proceedings, en-
abling them to escape accountability
for alleged wrongdoing and misuse
of office.

SC notice to govt, ECI on plea
against immunity to CEC, ECs
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A truck today skidded off
the Jammu-Srinagar Na-
tional Highway near Nach-
lana in Ramban district and
fell into a gorge, resulting in
the death of its driver and
injuries to the conductor.

The ill-fated truck was on
its way from Srinagar to Gu-
jarat. However, when it
reachNachlana, Banihal, its
driver lost control over it as a
result of which it rolled
down into a gorge.

In the incident, both the
driver and the conduct sus-
tained injuries and were
shifted to the Sub-District
Hospital (SDH), Banihal, 

Truck falls 
off NH; 1 killed,

1 injured
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BJP attacking rights of poor while
invoking Lord Ram, alleges Cong
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