
HIMALAYAN MAIL NEWS
JAMMU,  OCT 10

The Prosecution Depart-
ment, J&K, today com-
mended its Public Prose-
cutors, whose firm and
well-reasoned opposition
resulted in the rejection of
four bail applications on 8
and 10 October 2026:
three under the BNS,
POCSO & SC/ST Act and
one under BNS & POCSO
Act.

On October 10, 2026,
the Principal Sessions
Judge, Kishtwar Sh. Sud-
hir Kumar Khajuria, dis-
missed the bail applica-
tions of Sonika Parihar,
Zareena Begum and Peer
Baksh Bumal in the Cha-

troo case (FIR No.
27/2026, PS SCW Crime
Branch, Jammu), con-
cerning the death of a mi-
nor girl and offences un-
der Section 61(2), 65 (1),
90, 91, 92 BNS 2023 and
4,6,8,10,17 POCSO Act
2012 and 3(1) (w) (i), 3(2)
V and 3(2) (V) (a) SC & ST
(Prevention of Atrocities)
Act 1989.

The Ld. Public Prosecu-
tor Mr. Anshuman Dubay,
assisted by Mr. Irfan
Khan, Advocate for the
victim, filed detailed ob-
jections and argued all
three applications with
meticulous preparation.
They stressed the gravity
of the allegations, punish-
ment extending to life im-
prisonment, and the ongo-

ing investigation, with
DNA/FSL reports awaited.
They highlighted the real
apprehension of witnesses
being influenced. The
Prosecution also raised
crucial legal points, such
as, the requirement of no-
tice to the victim's family
under Section 40 of the
POCSO Act and Rule 4,
and non-compliance with
disclosure requirements
under the High Court no-
tification and the Supreme
Court's judgment in Zeba
Khan v. State of UP. The
Medical grounds were re-
butted by showing that the
appropriate care is avail-
able in custody and apply-
ing settled Supreme Court
principles, the Court held
that the investigation is

still continuing and the
stage did not warrant
minute scrutiny of evi-
dence. It is observed that
one applicant's ailments
appeared age-related, not
life-threatening, and dis-
missed the applications.

In another matter, On
08 October 2026, the
Principal Sessions Judge,
Budgam Sh. O.P. Bhagat,
rejected the bail applica-
tion of Bilal Ahmad Bhat
in FIR No. 75/2026 (P/S
Beerwah) under Section
137(2) BNS and Sections
3/4 of the POCSO Act. Ld.
Public Prosecutor Sh.
Suhaib Ashraf filed de-
tailed objections, stress-
ing the gravity of the alle-
gations and the risk of
evidence tampering. The
Court held that public in-
terest and the interest of
the victim’s family out-
weighed personal liberty,
and that delay in record-
ing witness statements is
no ground for bail in
POCSO cases.
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Additional District De-
velopment Commissioner
Rajouri Malik Zada Sheraz
Ul Haq today chaired a
meeting to review the
arrangements for the
smooth celebrations of the
upcoming Navratri festival
in the district.

The ADDC reviewed
arrangements related to
traffic management, power
and water supply, sanita-
tion and cleanliness, mar-
ket checking and medical
facilities. He directed the
concerned departments to
ensure adequate arrange-
ments well in advance to fa-
cilitate devotees and the
general public during the
festival.

He stressed the need for
close coordination among
all departments to ensure
uninterrupted essential
services, proper traffic reg-
ulation, maintenance of
cleanliness and availability
of necessary medical facili-
ties. The concerned officers
were directed to remain
vigilant and ensure prompt
redressal of any public
needs.

Members of the Sanatan
Dharam Sabha also at-
tended the meeting and
shared their suggestions re-
garding the arrangements
for the festival.

Among the others pre-
sent were ASP Koteranka
Wajahat Hussain Kar; ACR
Mohammad Jahangir
Khan; Executive Engineer
PDD Mohammad Javaid
and other concerned offi-
cers.

ADDC Rajouri reviews arrangements
for upcoming Navratri Festival
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World Mental Health
Day 2026 was observed to-
day across all medical
blocks of District Doda, in-
cluding the district head-
quarter under this year’s
theme, “Lived Experiences
Heard: Real Voices, Real
Change.”  

At the district headquar-
ter, an awareness pro-
gramme was organised in
the Conference Hall of the
CMO) Office witnessing at-
tendance of officers and of-
ficials of the Health Depart-
ment, staff of ANMT
School and nursing stu-
dents.

. Chief Medical Officer Dr. Vinod Sharma chaired the awareness event in
presence of Deputy CMO
Dr. Sat Lal Manhas

The CMO delivered an
awareness lecture high-
lighting the importance of
mental health, early identi-
fication of mental health
concerns and the need to
eliminate the stigma and

discrimination associated
with mental health condi-
tions. He emphasised the
importance of providing
compassionate support to
individuals experiencing
mental health challenges
and encouraging them to
seek professional help
whenever required.

Highlighting the signifi-
cance of this year’s theme,
he said it underscores the
significance of listening to
the experiences of people
living with mental health
conditions and ensuring
that their voices contribute
to improving awareness,
understanding and mental
healthcare services.

Similar awareness pro-
grammes were organised in
health institutions across
medical blocks of Assar,
Bhaderwah, Gandoh, Ghat
and Thathri. The health-
care staff sensitised the
public to the importance of
sound mental health, psy-
chological well-being and
encouraged people to seek
timely assistance.

World Mental Health Day observed across District Doda
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J&K Prosecution Department secures dismissal
of bail of 3 accused persons in Chatroo case
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District Election Officer
(Deputy Commissioner)
Ramban Mohammad
Alyas Khan today con-
vened a meeting with rep-
resentatives of various po-
litical organisations to
inform them about the
two-day Special Voter En-
rolment Drive scheduled
for October 10 and 11,
2026 across the district.

During the meeting, the
DEO informed that the
District Election Cell has
made elaborate arrange-
ments to ensure that every
eligible citizen gets an op-
portunity to register as a
voter. He called upon po-
litical representatives and
concerned officials to ac-
tively spread awareness
about the drive and en-
courage eligible citizens to
register themselves as vot-
ers.

The drive is being con-

ducted as part of the ini-
tiative launched by the
Chief Electoral Officer
Jammu and Kashmir to
enroll all remaining eligi-
ble voters. The Special
Voter Enrolment Drive
will be conducted from
9:00 AM to 5:00 PM at all
polling stations across
Jammu and Kashmir dur-
ing the two-day period.

The drive aims to facili-
tate the enrolment of eli-

gible voters, enable exist-
ing voters to update their
electoral details and
strengthen democratic
participation by ensuring
an inclusive and compre-
hensive electoral roll.

The DEO urged all
stakeholders to work in
close coordination to en-
sure maximum public
participation, particularly
by eligible citizens who
are yet to register as vot-

ers. He stressed that con-
certed efforts must be
made to achieve the objec-
tive of “No Voter to Be Left
Behind” and ensure that
every eligible citizen is
able to exercise their de-
mocratic right.

The meeting was at-
tended by ACR Shokat
Hayat Mattoo along with
other concerned officers
and representatives of po-
litical parties.

DEO Ramban briefs political 
representatives on voter enrolment drive


