Sinha lauds
Armed Forces
Medical Services

LG Manoj Sinha today
lauded the Armed Forces
Medical Services (AFMS)
for restoring the sight of
220 patients in an under-
ground operation theatre
in a challenging border
area in Tangdhar, Karnah,
area of the valley under
'Operation Drishti'.

"Kudos to surgeons &
personnel of AFMS for
successfully conducting
Mega Eye Surgical Camp
under Operation Drishti
at Tangdhar, Karnah.
Restoring sight to 220
people in underground
operation theatre in a
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COAS reviews
operational
preparedness

Chief of Army Staff
(COAS) GenDhiraj Seth
today visited Rashtriya

Rifles Sector
Headquarters under
Chinar Corps to review
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Cong accuses
CEC of law
violation

The Congress on
Saturday accused Chief
Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar of know-
ingly breaking the law and
Constitutional practices by
"unilaterally” changing
Form 6 and called on the
Supreme Court to take suo
motu cognisance and hold
him accountable.

In a post on X, Congress
general secretary Jairam
Ramesh said Kumar's con-
tinued tenure was an
affront to the people of
India and that he must
resign.
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Indian women
win Kabaddi gold at

Asian Games

NAGOYA, SEP 26: In-
dia extended their domi-
nance in kabaddi at the
Asian Games with the
women's team securing yet
another gold medal after a
thrilling 37-34 win over Iran
in the final here on Satur-
day.

India held a 22-16 lead at
half-time, but Iran pro-
duced a better show in the
second half, winning it 18-
15. However, the deficit
proved too much to over-
come as India clinched the
gold.

After the triumph, the In-
dian team took a victory lap
of the arena and chanted the
national song 'Vande
Mataram'.

Counter Intelligence
Inspector

held with heroin

CHANDIGARH, SEP
26: A Punjab Police inspec-
tor, posted in the Counter
Intelligence wing, was ar-
rested with over 3 kg of
heroin and weapons in Fer-
ozepur.

Inspector Baldev Singh
was nabbed on the Fer-
ozepur-Moga road after his
vehicle was stopped by a
team of police at a check-
point, a senior police officer
said.

Police set up the check-
point while acting on a tip
off that the Inspector was
allegedly involved in drug
smuggling.

Ferozepur Senior Super-
intendent of Police Bhupin-
der Singh said police recov

Cont. on P9 >

The Himala

JAMMU, SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2026

RNI No. 66860

Vol. 31 No. 266

www.himalayanmail.com

dll

Mail

Rs. 2.00

12 Pages

Ram temple donation row should not
become fodder for UP polls: VHP

P-7

Sidharth Malhotra, Tamannaah
Bhatia's Film Earns Rs 8 Cr On Day 1

India rips into Pak's 'falsehoods’,
'deceit’ at United Nations

Warns terrorism will have consequences

UNITED NATIONS, SEP 26:
Describing Pakistan as a "pup-
pet'" regime, India has ripped
into the country's "falsehoods"
and "'deceit" at the UN, warning
that continued terrorism by Is-
lamabad will have conse-

quences.

India exercised its Right of Reply af-
ter Pakistan Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif used the UN General Assembly
podium to credit US President Donald
Trump for his "timely intervention" in
the 2025 conflict with India, as he
again raked up the Kashmir issue in
his address at the world organisation.

First Secretary in the Permanent
Mission of India to the UN, Petal
Gabhlot, said, "We heard some hypo-
critical homilies about democratic
rights and human values from a
regime whose capital at this very mo-
ment is being fortified against its own

people.”

"And that...is happening because
this is a regime of the army, by the
army, and for the army. Their puppets
may come and go butlet us have noil-

said.

gal prosecution.

she said.

leader's

Asia.

lusion who calls the shots. The reality of
Pakistan is expressed in its 27th
Amendment and the lifelong immu-
nity granted to its real ruler," Gahlot

She was referring to the 27th Con-
stitutional Amendment passed in No-
vember last year by the Shehbaz Sharif
government, which grants Pakistan's
Chief of Defence Forces and Chief of
the Army Staff Field Marshal Asim
Munir lifelong immunity from any le-

"We are confident that this Assembly
will recognise Pakistan and its policies
for what they really are; not what its
representative mendaciously projects
itto be. Reiterating falsehoods year af-
ter year does not make them true. Pak-
istan's terrorism, deceit and duplicity
will neither benefit it nor the world,"

In his address, Sharif had thanked
Trump for his "resolute and visionary
leadership", saying that the American
tlmely intervention" saved
hundreds of millions of lives in South

In his about 23-minute address,
Sharif also raised the issue of Kashmir,
saying that to ensure South Asia never
reaches that precipice of the conflict of

2025 again, a just and fair solution to

the Kashmir issue is required.

India reminded the UN General As-
sembly that Sharif's "bizarre remarks"
came just a fortnight after New York
City and the world marked the 25th
anniversary of the horrendous 9/11
terrorist attack.

"This context...is important to keep

in mind because its mastermind,
Osama Bin Laden, was living right on
the doorstep of the Pakistani Army's
premier academy," Gahlot said.
Slamming Sharif for raising the
Kashmir issue in his address, Gahlot
said the Indian Union Territory of
Jammu and Kashmir is an integral

and inalienable part of the country.

EAM meets Russian, Iranian
counterparts on UNGA margins

NEW YORK, SEP 26:
India held dlscusswns with
Russia and Iran on the mar-
gins of the high-level UN
General Assembly session,
days after US President
Donald Trump signed a
new law on sanctions on
countries purchasing oil
and gas from Moscow and
Tehran.

External Affairs Minister
S Jaishankar met his coun-
terparts from Iran and Rus-
sia, with discussions rang-
ing from bilateral issues,
cooperation in the BRICS
grouping and the Gulf con-
flict.

He met Russian Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov and
discussed bilateral issues as
well as cooperation in the
BRICS grouping.

"A good meeting with FM
Sergey Lavrov of Russia to-
day #UNGAS81. Exchanged
views on a number of ongo-
ing issues. Also took stock of
our bilateral and BRICS co-
operation," Jaishankar said,
referring to the grouping of
Brazil, China, Egypt,
Ethiopia, India, Indonesia,
Iran, Russia, Saudi Arabia,
South Africa and the United
Arab Emirates.

India had earlier this

month hosted the BRICS
Leaders' Summit that was
attended by Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin and
Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian.

A readout of the one-on-
one meeting between Jais-
hankar and Lavrov pro-
vided by the Russian
Foreign Affairs Ministry
said that the two leaders
discussed "key issues of
Russian-Indian coopera-
tion, the schedule of up-
coming bilateral contacts,
and current regional and
global issues, including the
Ukraine crisis and the situa-
tion in the Middle East".

They expressed their in-
tention to continue efforts
to strengthen the "special
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China, US agree to Al safety channel;
keep trade, military talks alive

BEIJING, SEP 26:
China and the US agreed to
set up a channel for han-
dling Al-related incidents
and accelerate work on mil-
itary crisis communications
following a three-day sum-
mit between their leaders in
Washington, both sides said
in statements Saturday.

The two sides agreed to
keep working together on a
Board of Trade on selected
bilateral trade issues, with
the White House saying in a
statement Saturday that the
board went into operation
this week.

The summit produced no
major breakthroughs, but
some experts say the steps

toward greater cooperation
were still considered impor-
tant, allowing the two pow-
ers to set up working groups
that could prevent prob-
lems from escalating.

Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping landed back in Beijing
on Saturday, according to
Xinhua. During the visit,
President Donald Trump
was remarkably warm to Xi,
despite having escalated a
trade war with China the
previous year that had
global repercussions.

The two sides agreed to
sign a memorandum of un-
derstanding on strengthen-
ing crisis communications
and preventing crises be-

tween the two militaries,
China's Foreign Ministry
said Saturday in its readout.
The one-page statement
from the Chinese side was

light on details.
Both sides will set up a
communication mecha-

nism for artificial intelli-
gence -related incidents, to
discuss related risks and
benefits, with an AI-specific
dialogue scheduled for No-
vember.

The statement said both
sides will continue to work
together on the pledge to re-
duce reciprocal tariffs on
roughly USD 30 billion
worth of goods. During the
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India stresses resilient health
systems, pandemic preparedness

UNITED NATIONS,
SEP 26: Representing In-
dia at the UN high-level
meeting on 'Pandemic Pre-
vention, Preparedness and
Response' in New York,
Union Health Secretary
Punya Salila Srivastava
reaffirmed the nation's
commitment to strength-
ening global health security
through international co-
operation.

She stressed the need to
translate lessons from the
COVID-19 pandemic into
sustained investment, in-
stitutional capacity and re-
silient health systems.

Addressing the meeting
at the United Nations
Headquarters, Srivastava
outlined India's coordi-

nated approach to pan-
demic prevention and re-
sponse across government
and society, which covers a
wide range of potential
health emergencies.

She spoke of the coun-
try's efforts to expand lab-
oratory networks, emer-
gency coordination, health
workforce, stockpiles and
clinical care capacity to en-
sure systems are equipped
to respond effectively to
health emergencies.

She noted that these ef-
forts must be rooted in na-
tional health systems, de-
velopment plans and
domestic financing, with

international assistance
complementing national
responsibility.

™M K

Drawing on India's expe-
rience during COVID-19,
Srivastava called for digital
public infrastructure to be
recognised as a global pub-
lic good.

She noted that digital so-
lutions played an impor-
tant role in surveillance,
vaccination, risk communi-
cation, supply chains and
continuity of health ser-
vices during the pandemic.

Srivastava also under-
scored the importance of
solidarity and fair access to
essential health products.
During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, India supplied 300
million vaccine doses to
around 100 countries and
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"And will always remain so. But if we
must talk about Kashmir, let us turn
our attention to the Pakistan-occupied
Jammu and Kashmir. Ask the people of
Rawalakot about the wanton killings,
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Giving push to
manufacturing to
end dependency: FM

PUDUCHERRY, SEP
26: The central govern-
ment has ensured through
several budget announce-
ments, necessary support to
industry to either start do-
mestic manufacturing for
thelong run or immediately
for the short run, source it
from elsewhere and remove
dependence on other coun-
tries, Union Finance Minis-
ter Nirmala Sitharaman has
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INDIA bloc
parties to meet

over EC row

NEW DELHI, SEP
26:: Opposition INDIA
bloc parties are likely to
meet in New Delhi on Sep-
tember 30 to discuss con-
cerns over the Election
Commission and the Spe-
cial Intensive Revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls, be-
sides other issues.

The proposed meeting
comes amid increased coor-
dination among opposition
parties over the Election
Commission following re-
ports of differences within
the poll panel over aspects
of the SIR exercise.

The parties have been in
touch with each other on
theissue and are discussing
ajoint response, sources
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Substance abuse in
children not just
health concern: CJI

PATNA, SEP 26: Chief
Justice of India Surya Kant
on Saturday said substance
abuse among children must
be understood as a child

protection issue, rather
than as a matter of public
health concern.

Delivering the Pataliputra
Pragya Pravah lecture on
'Childhood Beyond Drugs:
Protection, Care and Rein-
tegration' at the Bihar Lok
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‘Unanimous approval'

CEC, 2 ECs hold meeting;

P-10

deny internal rift over SIR

NEW DELHI, SEP 26: The Election
Commission today said its key decisions
on the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls had been taken with the
"unanimous approval" of all three commis-
sioners, rejecting suggestions of differ-
ences within the poll panel over the exer-

cise.

Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar and Election Commissioners
Sukhbir Singh Sandhu and Vivek Joshi at-
tended the commission's meeting at Nir-

vachan Sadan here.

The EC in a statement announced some
decisions on the SIR and the commission's
internal functioning, and laid out its posi-
tion on a letter written to the cabinet secre-
tary, reportedly by Sandhu and Joshi as

media reports asserted.

The controversy spans objections raised
by Joshi and Sandhu on issues such as
changes to Form 6 used for new voter enrol-
ment, the functioning of the online system
ECINET, the redistribution of work in the
IT division, appeals in the West Bengal
SIR, and the handling of cases involving

voters in Goa, for instance.

In an immediate response earlier, the EC
had argued that internal disagreements

On the Form 6 issue, questions were
raised over a declaration attached to the
form during the SIR process, asking
prospective voters to map to the previous
SIR via their parents' names. The commis-
sion's note said the declaration was upheld
by the Supreme Court. It added that out-

side the SIR period, forms prescribed under

the Registration of Electors Rules, 1960,
would be used.

On ECINET, concerns were raised over
access to the electoral-roll database and

the functioning of the portal. The commis-

sion said field officers had role-based ac-
cess according to their statutory powers.
It also announced a review of the
ECINET by a committee headed by a Se-
nior Deputy Election Commissioner and

including an independent expert from an

were part of its democratic functioning.

IIT or IIIT. The commission said any fur-
ther flexibility required by field officers
would be made operational too.

It also decided that all new initiatives in-
volving IT modules and portals would be
discussed by the committee of officers be-
fore being placed before the commission
for approval.

Another issue concerned a letter sent to
the cabinet secretary over the redistribu
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Russia backs India’s
claim to UNSC seat

UNITED NATIONS,
SEP 26: Strongly shutting
the door on Germany and
Japan, Russia on Saturday
backed a permanent seat for
India and Brazil on the
United Nations Security
Council.

No additional seats at the
UNSC should be given to
Western countries, espe-
cially to Germany and US
ally, Japan, Russian foreign
minister Sergei Lavrov said
during his speech at the
General Assembly.

Russia has been one of
the most consistent sup-
porters of India's bid for a
permanent seat on the UN
Security Council. Moscow

has repeatedly backed In-
dia's candidature as part of a
broader push to make the
Council more representa-
tive of Asia, Africa and Latin
America.

Lavrov had previously ar-
gued that the current com-
position no longer reflects
today's global balance and
explicitly endorsed India,
alongside Brazil, for perma-
nent membership.

This support was reiter-
ated in the 2026 BRICS
New Delhi Declaration,
with China and Russia
backing India and Brazil for
a greater role in the UN, in-
cluding the Security Coun-
cil.

Shuts door on Germany, Japan

Lavrov accused the West
of continuously pumping
weapons into Ukraine while
helping target drones and
missiles at Russia's civilians
and civilian infrastructure.

He also mentioned that
Europe raised an anti-
Moscow regime in Kyivv, in
order to control the Russian
influence.

"To pursue a utopian goal
of containing Russia, the
West dismantled the Euro-
pean security system and
cultivated a Russophobic
regime in Kyiv," he said,
while warning the Western
nations of "consequences".

He further accused Eu
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Trump rejects Iran proposal
to reopen Stralt of Hormuz

WASHINGTON, SEP
26: US President Donald
Trump on Saturday rejected
a roadmap submitted by
Iran to reopen the Strait of
Hormuz within a week.

Iran had offered this week
to reopen the strait and re-
sume talks on its nuclear
programme in seven days if
the US lifts its naval block-
ade of Iranian ports, waives
sanctions on Iranian oil
sales and observes a cease-
fire that would include
Lebanon.

But on Saturday, Trump
rejected the proposal, say-
ing Iran wanted to make a
deal because it was "losing
sobadly."

"I reject their proposal.
They want to make a deal
and I think that's fine,"
Trump told reporters out-
side the White House before
leaving for a college football
game.

"T'd like to make a deal,
too. But that deal would not
be acceptable," he said.

Iran effectively closed the

strait after the US and Israel
attacked the Islamic Repub-
licin late February, and the
number of ships passing
through has dropped signif-
icantly because of Iranian
threats and attacks on ves-
selsin the waterway.
Iranian Foreign Minister
Abbas Araghchi said on Fri-
day that Tehran formally
submitted a seven-day
roadmap to the US via me-
diator Qatar, and was await-
ing Washington's response.
Trump was "privately
sceptical" that Tehran
would meet his demands,
and reportedly told aides
that he expects a renewed
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12 killed, 18 injured in suicide
attacki m northwest Pakistan

PESHAWAR, SEP 26:
Atleast 12 people, including
two women and two chil-
dren, were killed and 18 oth-
ers injured after a suicide
bomber belonging to the
banned terror outfit
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan
targeted a police check-post
in northwest Pakistan to-
day.

According to Pakistan's
national emergency re-
sponse service Rescue 1122,
the incident occurred in
Darazinda tehsil of Dera Is-
mail Khan district, near the
border between the restive
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and
Balochistan provinces.

The suicide bomber
rammed a tractor-trolley
loaded with explosives into

the Aman Mela police
checkpost, Regional Police
Officer Khan Mubashir Ma-
lik said.

Twelve people were killed,
and 18 others sustained in-
juries in the attack, he
added.

According to police, two
officials from the customs
and excise department were
among those killed.

The injured were shifted
to the District Headquarters
Hospital for treatment,
while the bodies of the de-
ceased were also taken
there.

Bomb disposal teams
were dispatched to the site
to determine the nature of
the explosives used in the
attack, police said.

Security forces cordoned
off the area and launched a
search operation following
the attack, while further in-
vestigation was underway.

The Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province has
faced recurring unrest over
the years driven by militant
violence, cross-border
movement of fighters from
Afghanistan and repeated
military operations.

The federal government
has accused the banned
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan
of carrying out attacks in the
province since the militant
group ended its ceasefire
with the government in No-
vember 2022.

Local police chief Safdar
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