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Amass shooting at a house in South Africa  DLSA Srinagar organises Awareness Program

leaves 11 dead and

CAPE TOWN, SEPT
23: Three shooters killed
at least 11 people, includ-
ing a woman who was be-
lieved to be pregnant, in
an attack at a house party
in South Africa, police
said Wednesday.

Three others were
wounded in the mass
shooting late Tuesday
night in KwaMakhutha
township around 30 kilo-
metres south of the city
of Durban on the east
coast.

The people had gath-
ered at the house for a
party when the suspects
entered the house and
opened fire, police said.
Ten people, including the
pregnant woman, died at
the scene and an 11th was
declared dead at the hos-
pital.

Authorities did notim-
mediately give out details
on the condition of the
three people who were
wounded.

Police said they were
searching for the attack-
ers and no arrests had
been made.

The motive for the
shooting was not known,
police said, but added
that some of the people at
the house were known to
police as part of investi-
gations into criminal ac-
tivity. Police said they
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couldn't give out any
more information on
those investigations.

"Although the motive
of the shooting cannot be
confirmed yet, (a) feud
between rival groupings
cannot be ruled out," po-
lice said.

Thami Ntuli, the pre-
mier of KwaZulu-Natal
province, told reporters
at the scene that the
killings were "really dis-
turbing.” He said that
there were known prob-
lems with drug dealing
and illegal firearms in
the community.

It's the latest in a series
of mass shootings in
South Africa in recent

years, including one in
June when multiple
shooters killed 12 people
in a poor neighbourhood
in Johannesburg. Two
mass shootings two
weeks apart in December
killed 21 people.

South Africa has ex-
tremely high rates of vio-
lent crime, with official
police statistics record-
ing 5,427 homicides in
the latest three-month
period between April and
June at an average of
nearly 60 homicides a
day. Shootings are
the most common form
of homicide in South
Africa, and police and
crime experts have long

olice say

biggest problems is that
there is a high number of
illegal firearms in circu-
lation.

The bodies of some of
the victims of Tuesday
night's shooting were
laid out on the ground
and covered with white
sheets outside the small
house where the shooting
took place. Police cor-
doned off the larger
neighbourhood with yel-
low tape while forensic
investigators  worked
through the scene.

Police were also investi-
gating if the torching of a
car near the house was
connected to the shoot-

'Batman 2' a different take from the first movie: Robert Pattinson

LOS ANGELES, Sept 23:
Robert Pattinson says "The Batman:
Part 11", which marks his return as the
Caped Crusader for the second time, is
a totally "different take" on the fran-

chise than the first film.

Set to release in cinemas on Febru-
ary 18,2028, "The Batman Part 11" is
Matt Reeves' follow-up to 2022's "The
Batman", which first introduced the
"Tenet" star as Bruce Wayne aka Bat-

man.

In an interview with Collider, Pat-
tinson said he is really excited to see
how the new film turns out to be.
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Minister for Jal Shakti,
Forest, Ecology & Envi-
ronment and Tribal Af-
fairs, Javed Ahmed Rana,
today chaired a review
meeting to assess the
physical and financial
progress of various
schemes and develop-
mental works being exe-
cuted by the Jal Shakti
Department and Irriga-
tion & Flood Control
(I&FC) Departments in
Kashmir Division.

The meeting was at-
tended by Chief Engi-
neers of the Jal Shakti
and Irrigation & Flood
Control Departments, be-
sides all Superintending
Engineers of the Hy-
draulic Circles of Kash-
mir Division. During the
meeting, the concerned
officers briefed the Min-
ister on the progress of
ongoing schemes,
achievements recorded
so far, bottlenecks and
the status of expenditure
against funds sanctioned
and earmarked for differ-
ent works.

While reviewing the

other," he said.

/ d ™
"It's so ambitious. I mean, | sort of
said the other day on something that
the first one was a different take on a
Batman movie, and this one is an-

"It's a real left turn from the first

one, but somehow it keeps elements

of the kind of feel of it. But it just feels
really ambitious," he added.

Scarlett Johansson and Sebastian
Stan will star alongside Pattinson in
the film that also features Charles
Dance, Brian Tyree Henry and Sebas-
tian Koch.

"The Batman", a reboot of the DC
franchise, was a success at the box of-
fice with a gross haul of over USD 770
million. Released on March 4, 2022,
the movie also featuredZoe Kravitz,

Paul Dano, Jeffrey Wright, John Tur-

turro, Peter Sarsgaard, Andy Serkis,
and Colin Farrell. (PTI)
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progress, the Minister di-
rected the officers to ac-

celerate execution of
works on the ground and
ensure that all projects
nearing completion are
completed within the pre-
scribed timelines, partic-
ularly before the onset of
winter.]

Reviewing the func-
tioning and progress of
the Jal Shakti Depart-
ment, Rana directed the
officers to accord top pri-
ority to all incomplete
drinking water supply
schemes and make every
effort to commission
them before the winter
season setsin.

He stressed the need
for advance functional
testing of pipelines,

pumping arrangemen

storage tanks and other
associated infrastructure
so that any technical de-
ficiencies are identified
and rectified well in time.

The Minister also called
for close field-level moni-
toring of schemes and di-
rected the concerned of-
ficers to undertake
regular inspections of
works, particularly those
at advanced stages of
completion, to ensure ad-
herence to quality stan-
dards and approved time-
lines.

Reviewing the progress
of works under the Irriga-
tion & Flood Control De-
partment, the Minister
directed that de-silting of
water channels and

strengthening of flood-
protection infrastructure
and embankments along
vulnerable stretches be
undertaken and com-
pleted on priority.

Rana asked the Chief
Engineer, 1&FC, to fur-
nish a river-wise status
report detailing the
progress of flood-protec-
tion works and the pre-
paredness of vulnerable
areas ahead of the winter
season.

He stressed that physi-
cal progress and financial
expenditure must move
in tandem and that funds
allocated for develop-
mental works should be
utilised judiciously,
transparently and within
the prescribed timelines.

DC Bandipora interacts with Students at

dium Bandipora.

During her interaction with the stu-
dents, the Deputy Commissioner dis-
cussed career opportunities, nurturing
hobbies and skills, newspaper reading,
cleanliness and awareness. She en-
couraged students to cultivate reading

athpora Middle School

BANDIPORA, SEPTEMBER 23:
Deputy Commissioner (DC) Bandi-
pora, Indu Kanwal Chib, today visited
Government Middle School, Nath-
pora, and interacted with students and
staff, besides reviewing preparations
for the upcoming Inter-District UT-
Level Handball Competition at SK Sta-

habits, identify their interests and de-
velop skills alongside academics.

On the occasion, the students ex-
pressed their willingness to participate
incleanliness drives in their respective
areas and contribute towards taking
forward the Swachhata 50-50 cam-
paign. The Deputy Commissioner ap-
preciated their enthusiasm and en-
couraged them to continue promoting
cleanliness, waste segregation and re-
sponsible waste management prac-
tices in their communities.

The DC informed that the District
Administration Bandipora, in collab-
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oration with the School Education De-
partmentand other concerned depart-
ments, would organise a Skill Devel-
opment Camp at the school. The camp
would focus on skill and capacity
building and refresher courses for par-
ents of school-going children.

During the interaction, the Deputy
Commissioner also spoke to the stu-
dents about the autumnal or fall
equinox, which will occur on Septem-
ber 23, explaining its significance and
encouraging them to remain curious
about scientific and natural phenom-
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District Legal Services
Authority (DLSA) Srinagar
organised an awareness
programme on the NALSA
SAMVAD Scheme, 2025
and the NALSA Scheme on
Access to Justice for Vic-
tims of Human—Wildlife
Conflict, with the objective
of creating awareness re-
garding free legal aid, legal
rights and access to justice
among vulnerable and
tribal communities, at
Check-Sangri, Khonmoh,
Srinagar.

The programme, held
under the 60-Day Mega
Drive for implementation
of NALSA Schemes at
Grassroot level (Phase-1),
conducted through the
Para-Legal  Volunteers
(PLVs) of DLSA Srinagar,
who sensitized the partici-
pants about the objectives
and benefits of the
schemes, availability of free
legal services and the role
of Legal Services Authori-
ties in facilitating access to
justice. The resource per-
sons for the programme in-
cluded Safa, Minhaaj Ur
Rasool and  Ayesha
Showkat Assistant Legal
Aid Defense Counsels who
elaborated on the key pro-

visions of the schemes and
addressed the queries of
the participants. The par-
ticipants were informed
about the importance of
seeking timely legal assis-
tance, particularly in mat-

ters relating to tribal rights,
welfare entitlements, dis-
placement and rehabilita-
tion, and issues arising
from human—wildlife con-
flict. The programme was
conducted under the guid-

ance of Tasleem Arief
Chairman (Incharge),
DLSA Srinagar/Principal
District & Sessions Judge,
Srinagar, and overall su-
pervision of the Secretary,
DLSA Srinagar.

Speaker inaugurates macadamisation work on
Nowgam-Kanidajan Charar-i-sharief Road at Watkaloo
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Speaker, Jammu &
Kashmir Legislative As-
sembly, Abdul Rahim
Rather today inaugurated
the macadamisation work
of the Nowgam to Kanida-
jan Charar-i-sharief road,
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facilities for the people of
the area.

The 9 kilometre long
road is being
macadamised at an esti-
mated cost of Rs 1.72
crore. The project is ex-
pected to significantly im-
prove the condition of the
road, facilitate smooth
and hassle-free vehicular
movement and provide
better connectivity to the
adjoining villages and lo-
calities.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Speaker under-
scored the importance of
robust road infrastruc-
ture in promoting overall
development and improv-
ing the quality of life of
the people. He said that
improved connectivity
plays a vital role in facili-
tating access to educa-
tion, healthcare, markets
and other essential ser-
vices besides providing
impetus to local economic
activities.

He emphasized that
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timely completion and
proper execution of devel-
opment works should re-
main a priority so that the
intended benefits reach
the people at the earliest.

Speaker also Vvisited
Darekanjan and Brari-
pathri, where he inter-
acted with local residents
and listened to their de-
mands, grievances and is-
sues requiring govern-
ment's attention.

The locals apprised the
Speaker of various issues
concerning basic ameni-
ties, infrastructure and
other developmental re-
quirements of their re-
spective areas.

The Speaker gave a pa-
tient hearing to the peo-
ple and assured them that
their genuine demands
and issues would be taken
up with the concerned au-
thorities for appropriate

consideration and neces-
sary action.

He stressed the impor-
tance of regular interac-
tion with the public and
directed that issues of
genuine public concern
should be addressed in a
timely and coordinated
manner.

Later, the Speaker vis-
ited Watkaloo, where he
inaugurated a Primary
Health Centre (PHC)
aimed at strengthening
healthcare services in the
locality. The newly inau-
gurated PHC is expected
to provide essential med-
ical facilities closer to the
people and reduce the
need for residents to
travel to distant health in-
stitutions for routine
healthcare requirements.

On the occasion, the
Speaker highlighted the
importance of accessible

- s e v
and quality healthcare
services, particularly for
people living in rural and
far-flung areas. He said

that strengthening
healthcare infrastructure
at the grassroots level is
essential for ensuring
timely medical assistance
to the public.

The inauguration of the
PHC is expected to bene-
fit the local population by
providing essential
healthcare services in the
vicinity and further
strengthening the public
health delivery system in
the area.

The Speaker reiterated
his commitment to ensur-
ing sustained develop-
ment of the constituency
and stressed that infra-
structure, healthcare and
other essential public ser-
vices would continue to
receive due attention.

CM Omar Abdullah meets IUST VC,

SRINAGAR, SEP-
TEMBER 23: Chief Min-
ister Omar Abdullah to-
day met Vice Chancellor
of the Islamic University
of Science and Technol-
ogy (IUST), Prof. Shakil
Ahmad Romshoo, and a
deputation of Kashmir
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (KCCI) at
Raabita here.

During his meeting with
Prof. Shakil Ahmad
Romshoo, the Chief Min-
ister discussed matters
relating to higher educa-
tion and academic devel-
opment in Jammu and
Kashmir. The interaction
reflected the Govern-
ment’s continued engage-
ment with academic insti-
tutions to strengthen
educational initiatives
and promote excellence in

KCCl deleg

ation at Raabita

higher education.

The Chief Minister also
met KCCI delegation led
by its President Javid Ah-
mad Tenga and discussed
matters concerning trade,

business and the eco-

nomic growth of the re-
gion.

The meetings provided
an opportunity to ex-
change views on strength-

ening collaboration with
academic and business
stakeholders and advanc-
ing initiatives of wider
public and economic sig-
nificance.



