Fire damages
Katra helipad

terminal

A fire partially dam-
aged a helipad terminal at
Katra, the base camp for
the pilgrims visiting the
holy cave shrine of Mata
Vaishno Devi Shrine in
Trukuta hills, early this
morning.

No casualties were
reported.

According to officials,
the fire broke out in the
helipad terminal at about
3.15 am apparently due to
a short circuit and was
controlled within 30 min-
utes by the joint efforts of
staff, security personnel
and fire &emergency ser
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4 drug reddlers
held with heroin

Four drug peddlers
were arrested along with
heroin at separate places
in Kathua and Reasi dis-
tricts of Jammu.

Officials said Murad Ali
&Barkat Ali were arrested
after 11 grams of heroin
was seized from their pos-
session during checking
at Maroli-Lakhanpurin
Kathua district late
Saturday night.

They were travelling on
a motorcycle when they
were intercepted and
checked, leading to the
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2 agri officers
among 3 held in
graft case

The anti-corruption
wing of CBI has arrested a
Sub-Divisional Agriculture
Officer (SDAO), an
Agricultural  Extension
Assistant (AEO) and a pri-
vate person in connection
with an alleged demand of
Rs 35,000 from a com-
plainant for facilitating the
release of subsidy under
the High-Density
Agriculture Development
Programme (HADP).

The accused were identi-
fied as SDAO (Akhnoor)
Rajan Sharma, SDAO,
AEO HithAbhilashi
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In afirst, Japanese
fighter planes operate

from Indian soil

JODHPUR, SEP 20:
Japanese fighter aircraft op-
erating from Indian soil for
the first time marks a major
milestone in defence coop-
eration between India and
Japan, Air Chief Marshal AP
Singh said here on Sunday
during an ongoing bilateral
air exercise.

The exercise, being held at
Air Force Station, Jodhpur
from September 9-22, in-
volves Indian Air Force
frontline aircraft, including
the indigenous Tejas, Su-
30MKI and Rafale, and
Japan Air Self-Defense
Force's F-2A fighters.

Japanese Air Self-Defense
Force Chief of Staff General
Takehiro Morita said the de
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CAT Jammu bench's
case disposal

among highest in

country: Jitendra

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, SEP 20

Union Minister Jitendra
Singh today said the CAT-
Jammu bench's disposal of
service cases had gone be-
yond expectations and was
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Kriti Sanon Tries Pottery, Shares Handmade
Creations: I Love Being A Work In Progress’

walk together, says LG Sinha

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, SEP 20

LG Manoj Sinha to-
day laid the foundation
stone for renovation
and restoration of sa-
cred sites at Purman-
dal&Uttervehini near
here, asserting that
heritage and develop-
ment must walk to-
gether.

The government is to
spend Rs 7.15 cr on the reno-
vation, restoration & revival
of ancient heritage site of
Purmandal, and Rs 6.85 cr
on development works at
the sacred Uttervehini site.

"The initiative is not
merely about repairing
bricks and stones, but about
reconnecting the nation's
glorious past with a radiant
future," he said in his ad-
dress on the occasion.

Referring to India's cul-
tural ethos, the LG noted
that the preservation of his-
tory, sacred knowledge and
values rooted in Dharma
serveas the lifeline of a na-

tion.

"A nation that forgets its
heritage loses its foundation
but a nation that respects,
preserves and revives its
roots ensures that its future

In Gen Z's view of India’s key def
partners, Israel beats US, France

NEW DELHI, SEP 20:
Israel is emerging as a sig-
nificant partner in the eyes
of young Indians, with a
new pan-India survey
showing that a sizeable
share of Gen Z respondents
place the country among In-
dia'sleading diplomatic and
defence partners.

The survey, cited by the
India Israel Centre, found
that 41 per cent of respon-
dents aged between 18 and
29 considered Israel one of
India's key diplomatic part-
ners. That figure put Israel
ahead of the United States,
which was cited by 39 per
cent of respondents.

The shift was also visible
in perceptions of defence
cooperation. About 52 per
cent of those surveyed de-

scribed India-Israel defence
ties as robust, putting Israel
in third place alongside
countries such as Russia.
France followed at 51 per
cent, while the US stood at
46 per cent.

According to the India Is-
rael Centre, changing cul-
tural narratives, references
in popular culture and pod-
casts have contributed to
greater awareness among
young Indians about Is-
rael'srolein India's defence
preparedness.

The organisation said re-
cent discussions have high-
lighted Israel's supply of
emergency laser-guided
munitions and surveillance
support to the Indian armed
forces, factors it said were
influencing how Gen Z

views India's long-standing
strategic partnerships.

The findings point to
what the India Israel Centre
described as a "perceptible
recalibration in genera-
tional awareness" among
young Indians regarding
the countries they regard as
important partners.

The findings, released on
September 16, are based on
a study conducted using Al
platforms, the statement
said.

With a substantial por-
tion of Gen Z born after the
1999 Kargil conflict, popu-
lar historical perception had
largely associated India's
legacy defence with being
backed by powers like Rus-
sia and the US, it said.

Cont.on P9 >

India's semicon push targets
chips for cars, TVs' Vaishnaw

NEW DELHI, SEP 20:
Outlining the sheer breadth
of chip-making prowess the
country aims to build going
forward, Electronics and IT
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
said that 'India wants its
semiconductor capabilities
to reach into everyday prod-
ucts such as cars, televisions
and refrigerators, as well as
critical power infrastructure
in the coming years'.

His vision comes as India
steps up efforts to establish a
larger presence in the global
semiconductor value chain,
with the government seek-
ing to move beyond chip as-
sembly and testing, and
build capabilities spanning

design, fabrlcatlon equip-
ment and materials.

Under the second phase
of the semiconductor pro-
gramme, the government
has committed Rs 1.277lakh
crto expand the domestic
ecosystem and attract
global investments.

The government recently
said it received about Rs 1
lakh crore in investor inter-
est under the second phase

of the semiconductor
scheme, and this week saw
a slew of big-ticket an-
nouncements, including
Applied Materials' USD 5-
billion India plan through
2035, Lam Research's pro-
posed Rs 10,000-crore in-
vestment, Tata Electronics'
363-acre vendor park at
Dholera and Fujifilm's Rs
800-crore semiconductor
materials plant.

Vaishnaw said India
should be designing and
manufacturing chips for
cars, power systems, televi-
sions, refrigerators and
other appliances within the
next five years.
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Russia repels 'largest drone
attack'’ involving 1,600 UAVs

MOSCOW, SEP 20 :
Amid ongoing Russian par-
liamentary elections,
Moscow Mayor Sergei
Sobyanin said on Sunday
that Russia had repelled
what he described as the
"largest enemy drone at-
tack" on Moscow, claiming
the attack was aimed at dis-
rupting the ongoing parlia-
mentary elections.

In a post on Telegram, he
said that more than 1,600
unmanned aerial vehicles
(UAVs) had been repelled
"at all front lines" since Sat-
urday, including 450 that
were approaching Moscow.

"Thelargest enemy drone
attack on Moscow has been
repelled," Sobyanin said,
thanking Russian air de-

fence forces for their work.

He said several UAVs
nevertheless reached the
Moscow Oil Refinery and
one struck a residential
building.

"This unprecedented at-
tack was clearly planned to
disrupt the elections. The
enemy failed," Sobyanin
said.

Meanwhile, in a separate
post, Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy
claimed that Ukraine's
long-range strikes had a
"very significant impact” in
the  Moscow  region
overnight, saying a key
Russian oil industry facility
and a logistics facility had
been hit.

He said the systems used

™M K

in the strikes included FP-1,
RZ-100, MICH-2000,
Palianytsia, Vendetta, Liu-
tyi, Bars, Flamingo, Sichen
and Pelican.

"Our long-range re-
sponses had a very signifi-
cant impact in the Moscow
region last night. One of
Russia's key oil industry fa-
cilities and the aggressor's
logistics facility were hit.
These are billions of dollars
that sustain the war ma-
chine. The systems used in-
cluded FP-1, RZ-100,
MICH-2000, Palianytsia,
Vendetta, Liutyi, Bars,
Flamingo, Sichen, and Peli-
can."

Zelenskyy credited the
Security Service of Ukraine,
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generations stand with con-
fidence, resilience, self-be-
lief and a strong sense of
identity," he said.
"Purmandal, blessed by
Cont.on P9 >

Jaishankar to
address UN General
Assembly

NEW DELHI, SEP2o0:
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar is scheduled to
address the 81st session of
the United Nations General
Assembly and will also lead
the Indian delegation for
the High- Level Week in
New York.

The details were shared
by the Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) in a press re-
lease on Sunday.

As per the MEA, Jais-
hankar's address at the
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Canada explores
EU 'associate

membership'

OTTAWA, SEP 20:
Canada's Prime Minister
Mark Carney wants closer
links with the European
Union and is exploring
whether his country could
become an "associate mem-
ber" of the bloc.

The EU, which has not
been flexible about mem-
bership rules in the past, is
open to the idea of granting
Canada a yet to be created
status of associate member-
ship, reports said, citing un-
named officials both from
the EU and Canada.

The Canadian embassy in
Brussels and spokespeople
at the European Commis-
sion did not respond to sep-
arate requests for comment.

Canada's escalating trade
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Congcalls SIR
'Shah-Instigated

Removal'

NEW DELHI, SEP 20:
The Congress today dubbed
the ongoing Special Inten-
sive Revision (SIR) of elec-
toral rolls as "Shah Insti-
gated Removal" of voters,
alleging that the exercise
was leading to large-scale
deletions and amounted to
an "assault on the Constitu-
tion".

Congress general secre-
tary in-charge communica-
tions Jairam Ramesh
claimed that nearly one in
three voters in the states
and Union Territories cov-
ered by the third phase of
SIR had either been deleted
from the electoral rolls or
faced the risk of deletion.

"The deletion rate works
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NC, Cong, Independents unite
ahead of assembly session

Farooq calls for coordinated approach

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, SEP 20

Ahead of the autumn ses-
sion of legislative assembly
that begins on Monday,
NC, Congress and Indepen-
dents put up a united show
in a meeting that was held
in Srinagar today to discuss
the floor strategy.

NC president Farooq Ab-
dullah chaired the meeting
which was also attended by
the party vice-president
and chief minister Omar
Abdullah. Six Congress
MLAs& supporting Inde-
pendents also joined the
deliberations as part of
preparations for the forth-
coming session.

The meeting discussed
the legislative business ex-
pected to come up during
the session, along with var-
ious issues of public impor-
tance, including public wel-
fare, development and

governance.

Farooq Abdullah called
upon the legislators to
maintain close coordina-
tion and ensure that the
concerns and aspirations of
the people were effectively
raised in the House.

He stressed the need for
"constructive participation
and focused engagement"
on matters concerning peo-
ple, according to a party
statement issued after the
meeting.

The members also dis-
cussed priorities to be
taken up during the session
and deliberated on issues
related to public welfare,
development and gover-
nance.

The meeting emphasised
the importance of coordi-
nated participation by the
party legislators during the
assembly proceedings.

In the session, which
would have sevensittings,
opposition partiesplan to

corner the Omar Abdullah
government over issues
such as jobs and "failure" to
fulfill electoral promises.

BJP, the principal opposi-
tion party, said the Na-
tional Conference govern-
ment had failed on all
fronts.

BJP leaders plan to raise
the outsourcing of govern-
ment jobs, corruption in
public offices and the delay
in holding panchayat and
urban local bodies' polls.
The electricity tariff hike
and "failure" to deliver on
election promises will also
figure in the BJP's floor tac-
tics to corner the govern-
ment.

A few days back, the rul-
ing party had also con-
vened an all-party meeting
and sought the support of
opposition parties in the
smooth conduct of the
House.

JKPCC president Tariq
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'No limits on retaliation’

Iran warns US, its allies

against fresh attacks

TEHRAN, SEP 2o0:
Iran on Sunday warned that
any major new attack by the
United States and its allies
would trigger sustained re-
taliation against American
bases and interests across
West Asia.

Iran's Central Military
Command said it had re-
ceived information that
Washington, with support
from some regional coun-
tries, was preparing to re-
sume military action
against the country, accord-
ing to reports.

"Any fresh US military ac-
tion would be met with
strikes without any limita-
tions or considerations on

American bases and inter-
ests across the region," re-
ports said.

The Military Command
did not identify the coun-
tries allegedly supporting
Washington but warned
that any nation assisting a
US attack would be treated
as a party to the conflict and
face retaliation.

Mohsen Rezaei, secretary
of Iran's Supreme National
Security Council, said Qatar
had conveyed Tehran's con-
ditions to Washington.

"We remain in contact
with the mediator Qatar,
which has conveyed our
conditions to Washington
with the aim of ending the

war. We are awaiting Presi-
dent Trump's response,"
Rezaei said.

The demands include an
end to the war on all fronts,
the release of frozen Iranian
funds and the lifting of the
naval blockade against Iran.

"It is in Washington's in-
terest to accept these condi-
tions. Trump's threats will
not achieve any results. We
are prepared for a decisive
war," Rezaei said.

Qatar and Pakistan have
been trying to restart negoti-
ations between Tehran and
Washington since a memo-
randum of understanding
expired last month.
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PoJK activists face wider
crackdown under anti-terror law

MUZAFFARABAD,
SEP 20: Pakistan has fur-
ther intensified its crack-
down on political and civic
activists in Pakistan-occu-
pied Jammu and Kashmir
(PoJK), with authorities
placing another 43 individu-
als associated with the
Jammu &Kashmir Joint
Awami Action Committee
(JK-JAAC) wunder the
Fourth Schedule of the
Anti-Terrorism Act.

The latest action, ap-
proved by the Home De-
partment of PoJK, places
activists and supporters of a
movement that has been at
the centre of sustained
protests in the region under

alegal framework meant for
monitoring individuals con-
sidered a security threat.

According to a Home De-
partment notification, is-
sued on September 3, 2026,
the inclusion of the 43 indi-
viduals was approved fol-
lowing a decision taken at
the 41st Cabinet meeting on
June 5,2026.

The notification identifies
the individuals as active
supporters or members of
the JK-JAAC, which has
been proscribed under Sec-
tion 12 of the Anti-Terror-
ism Act.

The latest list includes
people from Poonch, Sud-
hanoti, Muzaffarabad,

Kotli, Bagh and Bhimber, as
well as several districts of
Pakistan's Punjab province.

Poonch accounts for 15 of
the 43 names, while six are
from Sudhanoti. Others are
from Muzaffarabad, Kotli,
Bagh and Bhimber, with
several individuals listed
from Jhelum, Layyah,
Jhang, Toba Tek Singh, Ve-
hari, Bahawalnagar and Gu-
jrat.

The action effectively ex-
pands the state's surveil-
lance and restrictions over
people associated with the
JK-JAAC at a time when the
region has been witnessing
sustained political mobili
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Kavinder calls for strengthening
moral, spmtual foundations

DHARAMSHAILA,
SEP 20: Himachal Pradesh
Governor Kavinder Gupta
today emphasised the need
to strengthen moral, spiri-
tual and cultural founda-
tions of society, saying the
ideals of knowledge, devo-
tion and service were essen-
tial for building a strong and
responsible nation.

Addressing the 'Chin-
maya Amrit Yatra' organ-
ised at Chinmaya Tapovan
Ashram, Sandeepany Hi-
malayas, Sidhbari, here to
commemorate 75 glorious
years of the Chinmaya
Movement, he said the 75-
year journey of Chinmaya
Mission was not merely the
journey of an institution,
but a remarkable chaBter in

the revival and dissemina-
tion of India's timeless
knowledge tradition, spiri-
tual consciousness and cul-
ture of selfless service.

Gupta recalled the contri-
bution of Swami Chin-
mayananda ji Maharaj in
taking the profound teach
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