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Div Com Jammu reviews progress
of National Clean Air Program

HIMALAYAN MAIL NEWS
JAMMU, SEP 15

Divisional Commis-
sioner Jammu, Ramesh
Kumar, today chaired a
meeting to review the
progress in implementa-
tion of the approved Ac-
tion Plan for improvement
of air quality in Jammu
District under the Na-
tional Clean Air Pro-
gramme (NCAP).

The Divisional Commis-
sioner is also the Chair-
person of the District
Level Monitoring Com-
mittee for monitoring the
approved action Plan un-
der NCAP.

Commissioner Jammu
Municipal Corporation,
Devansh Yadav, Member
Secretary of the Commit-
tee; Deputy Commis-
sioner Jammu, Rakesh
Minhas- the Member;
Joint Commissioner JMC
Abdul Sattar - the Nodal
Officer; a representative
from the J&K Pollution
Control Committee, be-
sides other concerned of-
ficers were present in the
meeting. The Member
Secretary briefed the
Committee about the
NCAP Action Plan 2026-

DivCom pays rich tri
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The 59th Engineers’ Day
was celebrated with great
enthusiasm by the Institu-
tion of Engineers (India),
Jammu Local Centre at its
Institutional Complex.
The day coincided with
the commemoration of
the 165th birth anniver-
sary of India's greatest
Engineer -Bharat Ratna
Sir M. Visvesvaraya.

Divisional Commis-
sioner Jammu Ramesh
Kumar was the Chief
Guest and Managing Di-
rector J&K State Power
Development Corporation
Ltd. Rahul Yadav was the
Guest of Honour. FIE
Chairman Er. Anil Verma;
FIE Honorary Secretary
Er. Avneet Gupta and a
large number of engineers
from different depart-
ments and organizations
attended the function.

In his address, the Divi-
sional Commissioner paid
rich tributes to Bharat
Ratna Sir M. Visvesvaraya
and honoured his legacy.
He said that Engineers de-
cide and shape the future
of anation. "They not only
build infrastructure but
alsoplay aroleineveryin-
dustrial and commercial
activity," he added.

He exhorted the engi-
neers to lay focus on the
planning aspect of engi-
neering, make use of Al
for the betterment of
mankind and sustainable
future keeping in view the
moral and ethical draw-

DIVISIONAL  COMMISSIONER
JAMMU

—

T Y
27, including the financial
allocation, expenditure,
completed and ongoing
works and proposed inter-
ventions aimed at improv-
ing air quality in Jammu
city. He also listed other
physical and financial
achievements.

The Committee re-
viewed various measures
under the Action Plan, in-
cluding road and footpath
improvement, develop-
ment of green spaces and
vertical gardens, park im-
provement, pothole re-
pair, traffic management,
solid waste and construc-
tion & demolition waste
management, besides the
awareness activities.

After detailed delibera-
tions, the Committee ap-
proved the Integrated
Traffic Light System

(ITLS) at identified loca-
tions in Jammu to
strengthen traffic man-
agement through an inte-
grated and coordinated
system.

The Committee also ap-
proved the supplementary
plan and plantation pro-
posal for Kot Bhalwal and
Bhagwati Nagar, aimed at
strengthening green cover
and improving the urban
environment.

The Committee further
decided to re-examine the
projects proposed to be
taken up under the NCAP
Action Plan 2026-27, with
a focus on prioritising in-
terventions having greater
impact on air quality and
ensuring effective utilisa-
tion of available re-
sources.

The Divisional Commis-
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backs of the same. “A lot
has changed since inde-
pendence and engineers
have to play a bigger role
in Atmanirbhar Bharat
and Viksit Bharat 2047,”
he stressed.

Rahul Yadav high-
lighted the contribution of
Sir. M. Visvesvarya. He
said that our engineers are
becoming more of admin-
istrators than engineers.
He further advised that
Engineers should hand-
hold the projects right
from conception to com-
pletion. He also asked
them to focus more on the
design and engineering
part rather than manage-
rial roles.

Earlier, Er. Anil Verma
presented the welcome
address on the theme “En-
gineering Excellence for a
Sustainable and Techno-
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logically Sovereign India.”
He cited many initiatives
of engineers in the coun-
try which have resulted in
the creation of technologi-
cal marvels. “Start of hy-
drogen fuel cell powered
train in July, 2026 in Jind
- Sonipat section of North-
ern Railway and launch of
first Interlinking of rivers
project in Dec, 2024 for
linking Ken and Betwa
rivers to serve water
starved Bundelkhand re-
gion interalia many others
exemplary feats of engi-
neers personify India's
technological sover-
eignty,” he noted.

The Engineers paid rich
Tributes to Sir M. Visves-
varaya and highlighted his
sterling qualities like Aus-
terity, Integrity, Compe-
tence and Discipline.

Later, Er. Virinder

sioner directed the con-
cerned officers to ensure
timely completion of on-
going works and put in
place a sustainable mecha-
nism for proper mainte-
nance of assets created
under NCAP. He stressed
that new green spaces,
parks and other interven-
tions be developed at suit-
able locations where their
regular upkeep can be en-
sured.

He further directed the
officers to expedite imple-
mentation of the approved
measures, with emphasis
on dust control, road im-
provement, traffic man-
agement, greenery and ef-
fective solid waste
management for achiev-
ing the objectives of the
National Clean Air Pro-
gramme.

butes to Sir M Visvesvaraya

Sethi, Former Senior
Manager, NHPC Ltd. &
Former Director, JP
Group of Industries was
honoured with IEI Award
for his lifetime services
rendered to the engineer-
ing profession and to the
Institution of Engineers
(India), Jammu Local
Centre.

IEI, Jammu also pre-
sented R. L. Sharma
Memorial Gold Medal to
Er. Joy Ganjoo for pre-
senting the Best Technical
Paper, Rudra Bhagwati
Silver Medal to Er. B L
Rawal for presenting 2nd
Best Technical Paper and
IEI Bronze Medal to Er.
Gopal Krishan Sharma for
presenting 3rd Best Tech-
nical Paper during the
year 2025-26.

Additionally, the firstis-
sue of 24th Volume of the
quarterly Newsletter of
Jammu Centre called IEI
Jammu News was also re-
leased by the Chief Guest
and Guest of Honour in
presence of the Editorial
Board comprising Er. Anil
Verma, Chairman cum
Editorial Director, Dr.
Sanjay Khar, Er. P. K.
Nanda, Er Sumil Goyal,
Er. Amit Sethi and Er.
Avneet Gupta, Hony. Sec-
retary being its Members.

IEl also honoured Er. P.
K. Nanda, Er. B. L. Rawal,
Er. Gopal Krishan
Sharma, Er. Ranjeev
Sawhney, Er. Joy Ganjoo
and Er. Anil Kumar with
mementoes for presenting
two or more technical pa-
pers during the year
2025-26.

Engineers’ Day celebrated at |El
Jammu, call for engineering excellence
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The 59th Engineers’ Day
was celebrated with enthu-
siasm by the Institution of
Engineers (India), Jammu
Local Centre at its Institu-
tional Complex here, com-
memorating the 165th birth
anniversary of Bharat Ratna
Sir M. Visvesvaraya.

Divisional Commissioner
Jammu Ramesh Kumar,
IAS, was the Chief Guest,
while Rahul Yadav, IAS,
Managing Director, J&K
State Power Development
Corporation Ltd., was the
Guest of Honour. The pro-
gramme was attended by
Chairman IEI Jammu Local
Centre Er. Anil Verma, FIE,
Honorary Secretary Er.
Avneet Gupta, FIE, and en-
gineers from various de-
partments and organisa-
tions.

In his welcome address
on the theme “Engineering
Excellence for a Sustainable
and Technologically Sover-
eign India,” Er. Anil Verma
highlighted major engineer-
ing achievements contribut-
ing to India’s technological
progress, while stressing the
need for better supervision,
coordination and account-
ability in infrastructure pro-
jects.

Paying tribute to Sir M.
Visvesvaraya, Er. Mohinder
Singh, Assistant Executive

Engineer, Jal Shakti De-
partment, highlighted his
qualities of austerity, in-
tegrity, competence and dis-
cipline.

Er. Virinder Sethi, former
Senior Manager, NHPC Ltd.
and former Director, JP
Group of Industries, was
honoured with the IEI
Award for his lifetime con-
tribution to the engineering
profession and the Jammu
Local Centre.

TheR. L. SharmaMemor-
ial Gold Medal was pre-
sented to Er. Joy Ganjoo for
the Best Technical Paper,
the Rudra Bhagwati Silver
Medal to Er. B. L. Rawal for
the second-best paper and
the IEI Bronze Medal to Er.
Gopal Krishan Sharma for
the third-best paper during

2025-26. Several engineers
were also honoured with
mementoes for presenting
two or more technical pa-
pers.

The first issue of the 24th
volume of the quarterly
newsletter [ElI Jammu
News was also released on
the occasion.

Rahul Yadav stressed that
engineers should remain
closely involved with pro-
jects from conception to
completion and focus more
on design and engineering
rather than being confined
to managerial roles.

Ramesh Kumar said engi-
neers shape the future of a
nation and have a major role
in achieving Atmanirbhar
Bharat and Viksit Bharat
2047. He urged engineers to

strengthen planning, adopt
Al responsibly and ensure
that technological advance-
ment remains aligned with
ethical and sustainable de-
velopment.

The inaugural session was
followed by a technical ses-
sion chaired by Er. Hamesh
Manchanda, former Chief
Engineer, Jal Shakti De-
partment, during which Er.
B. L. Rawal presented a
technical paper on the
theme. A presentation by
Surya Shakti Solar Solu-
tions, Jammu, also sensi-
tised participants about
rooftop solar solutions un-
der the PM Surya Ghar Muft
Bijli Yojana.

Er. Avneet Gupta con-
ducted the proceedingsand
proposed the vote of thanks.

Dy CM holds public outreach

programme at Chatroo

HIMALAYAN MAIL NEWS
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Deputy Chief Minister,
Surinder Choudhary, on
the second day of his two-
day visit to Kishtwar dis-
trict, today visited the
Tourist Reception Centre
at Sub-Division Chatroo
and held a public outreach
programme to listen to the
grievances and demands
of the people and ensure
their quality and timely
disposal.

MLA Inderwal, Pyare
Lal Sharma, was also pre-
sent on the occasion.

During the event, the
people raised various de-
mands, including estab-
lishment of a Government
ITI at Chatroo, upgrada-
tion of PHC Nali, provi-
sion of proper drainage
along the NHIDCL Kisht-
war-Sinthan road, estab-
lishment of a Government
Women College for Block
Mughal Maidan, resolu-
tion of unscheduled power
cuts in Chatroo, upgrada-
tion of HS Chingam to
HSS, establishment of a
school for Special Tribal
Community students, set-
ting up of a Gujjar Bakar-
wal Hostel at Mughal
Maidan, resolution of wa-
ter scarcity issues and
other demands concerning
the area.
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MLA Inderwal, raised
the issue of road compen-
sation and wurged the
Deputy Chief Minister to
take up the matter with the
higher authorities. He also
raised issues related to
several road projects, in-
cluding Bunda to Mundil,
Wanipora to Zaidhar,
Markhal to Gugnar,
Sheikhpora to Buttpora,
Hornato Drubeer, Kakad-

wagan to Satarwagan,
Moori Bunjwah Road and
Sigdi to Hindgam.

Dy CM listened to all the
grievances and assured
every possible support for
redress of the same.

On the occasion,
Surinder Choudhary an-
nounced that a small In-
dustrial Estate would be
established at Chatroo. He
directed the concerned de-
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partments to identify suit-
able land and assess the
feasibility of the project.

The Deputy Chief Minis-
ter urged the unemployed
youth to avail benefits of
the flagship Mission Yuva
Scheme, which provides
loan assistance without
any mortgage or guaran-
tee, enabling the individu-
als to start their own ven-
tures.

JKEDI organises Startup ldea Challenge 2.0 at GCW Gandhi Nagar

were presented before the
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The Jammu & Kashmir En-
trepreneurship Development
Institute (JKEDI), District
Centre Jammu, in collabora-
tion with Government College
for Women (GCW), Gandhina-
gar, Jammu, today organised
a Startup ldea Challenge 2.0
programme at the college to
promote innovation and foster
an entrepreneurial mindset
among students.

More than 200 students
from the host and other col-
leges participated in the pro-
gramme. During the Idea
Pitching Session, 30 ideas

jury, of which 10 promising
ideas were shortlisted for the
next level of the Startup Idea
Challenge 2.0.

The College Principal Dr.
Kulwinder Kaur was the Chief
Guest on the occasion. She ap-
preciated the initiative of
JKEDI and encouraged stu-
dents to pursue innovative
ideas and develop solutions to
real-world challenges.

The jury panel comprised
Chief Manager J&K Bank Raju
Gupta; Associate Professor,
Department of Chemistry Dr.
Rabia Javed; Head, Depart-
ment of Computer Applica-
tions Dr. Arjun Kotwal; and
Founder, Lawgger Technolo-

gies Pvt. Ltd Abhinav Kohli.
The jury evaluated the ideas
on parameters including inno-

feasibility, scalability and po-
tential impact, and provided
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vation, problem relevance, constructive feedback to the

sensitised to the J&K Startup

them with a platform to de-

participants.
The participants were also

Policy 2024—27 and the sup-
port available to eligible star-
tups through incubation,
mentorship, training, seed
funding and other interven-
tions under the startup
ecosystem.

Founder, Lawgger Tech-
nologies Pvt. Ltd. Abhinav
Kohli shared his entrepre-
neurial journey and practical
experiences with the students,
providing insights into the
challenges and opportunities
involved in building a startup.

The Startup Idea Challenge,
& an initiative of JKEDI, seeks
to introduce students to inno-
vation and entrepreneurship
at an early stage and provide

velop and pitch their ideas.
The second edition focuses on
identifying and nurturing
promising student-led ideas
and facilitating their progres-
sion towards the next stages of
the challenge. The programme
was coordinated by Prof.
Rashi Gupta, Dr. Asha Devi
and Vishal Sharma whose ef-
forts contributed to its suc-
cessful conduct.

The 10 shortlisted ideas will
now progress to the next level,
where the participating inno-
vators will have an opportu-
nity to further develop and re-
fine their concepts with
appropriate guidance and sup-
port.



