
NEW DELHI, SEP 15:
Chenani-Ghordi Member of
Legislative Assembly, Balwant
Singh Mankotia today paid a
courtesy visit to Union Minister
for Road Transport and High-
ways, Hon’ble Shri Nitin Gad-
kari Ji, at his residence in New
Delhi. During the meeting, the
MLA Mankotia expressed his
heartfelt gratitude and appreci-
ation to the Union Minister for
granting approval to the Sud-
dhmahadev–Dranga Tunnel,
a significant project for im-
proving connectivity and pro-
moting development in the re-
gion.

During the meeting, MLA
Mankotia held detailed dis-
cussions with the Union Minis-
ter on several important road
and infrastructure projects
concerning Udhampur and
the Chenani-Ghordi Assembly
Constituency.

The MLA Mankotia promi-

nently raised the issue of
widening of the road from
Jakhani to Ramnagar via
Barmeen–Ghordi under CRF,
stressing the importance of
strengthening this vital road
link. He urged the Union Min-
ister to take the project for-
ward on priority, stating that
the widening of the road
would provide better trans-
portation facilities to the people
and significantly improve con-
nectivity to remote and hilly
areas.
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Under the banner of the
UT Level Coordination
Committee of NHM Em-
ployees J&K, National
Health Mission (NHM)
employees across Jammu
Division today observed
the 7th day of the ongoing
strike-cum-protest, with
continued participation
and solidarity from em-
ployees of various NHM
programmes and cate-
gories.

The protests continued at
District and Block Hqrs
across Jammu Division un-
der the leadership of
Provincial President,
JKNHMEA Jammu Divi-
sion, Dr. Vikas Sharma.
NHM employees including
Doctors, Paramedical and
Management Staff, besides
employees associated with
NTEP and other NHM
schemes, participated in
the protest programme.

On the 7th day of the agi-
tation, employees once
again reiterated their long-
pending demands, includ-
ing a comprehensive job
policy, job security, golden
handshake, retirement and
social security benefits,
EPF coverage for all eligi-
ble categories, loyalty bene-
fits for left-out NHM em-
ployees, and other genuine
issues concerning their ser-
vice and future.

The employees stated
that their continued partic-
ipation despite the pro-
longed agitation reflects
their unity, patience and
unwavering determination
to seek a secure, dignified
and equitable future after
years of dedicated service

to the healthcare system of
Jammu & Kashmir.

Chief Spokesperson, All
JKNHMEA Jammu Divi-
sion, Dr. Hamid Parray,
said that the continued
overwhelming participa-
tion on the 7th day reflects
the deep sense of insecurity
and frustration prevailing
among NHM employees af-
ter years of dedicated ser-
vice.

He said, “NHM employ-
ees have not come onto the
streets overnight. We have
served this healthcare sys-
tem for years, worked in
difficult and far-flung areas
and stood with the Govern-
ment whenever our ser-
vices were required. Today,
we are only asking for a se-
cure and dignified future.
Our demands are genuine,
legitimate and based on
years of service.”

Dr. Parray further stated
that the employees remain
hopeful that the Govt will
understand the seriousness
of the situation and initiate
meaningful steps towards

resolution.
“We want dialogue, not

confrontation. We want a
solution, not assurances.
The Govt must come for-
ward with concrete mea-
sures on job security, social
security and the other long-
pending issues of NHM
employees,” he said.

He also appealed to all
NHM employees to main-
tain complete unity, disci-
pline and peaceful conduct
throughout the ongoing ag-
itation.

“Our strength lies in our
unity. I appeal to every
NHM employee to remain
calm, disciplined and stand
together. 

We will continue our de-
mocratic struggle with full
determination until our
genuine concerns receive
the attention they deserve,”
Dr. Parray added.

The Association reiter-
ated that the ongoing agita-
tion is not against the
healthcare system or the
people, but is aimed at
drawing the attention of

the Govt towards the gen-
uine and long-pending
concerns of NHM employ-
ees. The Association ap-
pealed to the Govt includ-
ing Honble Chief Minister
J&K Mr Omar Abdullah
and Honble Health Minis-
ter J&K Ms Sakeena Itoo to
take a positive and compas-
sionate view of the de-
mands and initiate mean-
ingful steps towards their
resolution.

The Association once
again reiterated its readi-
ness for meaningful dia-
logue with the Government
and expressed hope that
the authorities would take
appropriate measures to
resolve the issues through
constructive and democra-
tic means.

The continued strike has
affected the functioning of
various healthcare services,
particularly in rural, re-
mote and far-flung areas
where NHM employees
constitute a significant
component of the health-
care workforce.

NHM employees ongoing strike enters 
Day-7 across Jammu & Kashmir
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Engineers’ Day was cele-
brated with great enthusi-
asm and dignity at Golden’s
Day Care & Recreation
Centre for Senior Citizens,
Lower Roop Nagar,
Jammu. The programme
was jointly organised by
the Engineers and Manage-
ment Committee of
Golden’s Day Care Centre
to honour the valuable con-
tribution of engineers to-
wards nation-building, in-
frastructure development
and social progress.

Sham Lal Sharma, MLA
Jammu North, graced the
occasion as the Chief Guest.
Addressing the gathering,
he appreciated the efforts
of Golden’s Day Care Cen-
tre in promoting the wel-
fare, health, recreation and
active ageing of senior citi-
zens. He congratulated the
engineering fraternity on
Engineers’ Day and high-
lighted the important role
played by engineers in

shaping modern society
through innovation, tech-
nology, infrastructure de-
velopment and dedicated
public service.

Sharma paid rich tribute
to Bharat Ratna Sir Moksh-
agundam Visvesvaraya,
whose birth anniversary is
observed as Engineers’ Day
in India. Recalling his ex-
emplary life, technical vi-
sion, discipline and com-
mitment to national
development, he said that
his legacy continues to in-
spire generations. He em-

phasised that engineers
have a vital role in creating
the infrastructure and sys-
tems that support develop-
ment and improve the
quality of life of citizens.

The MLA also acknowl-
edged the valuable experi-
ence and distinguished ser-
vices of the senior engineer
members of Golden’s Day
Care Centre, many of
whom have rendered dedi-
cated service in various de-
partments and organisa-
tions during their
professional careers. He

said that retirement should
not be viewed as the end of
contribution, but as the be-
ginning of a new phase in
which experience, knowl-
edge and wisdom can con-
tinue to benefit society. He
appreciated the Centre for
providing senior citizens
with opportunities for so-
cial interaction, recreation
and active engagement.

The celebration featured
cultural and recreational
activities, creating an at-
mosphere of friendship,
fellowship and together-
ness among the senior citi-
zens. A special lunch was
also organised by the engi-
neers of the Centre for all
members and invited
guests. The Centre’s Coor-
dinators and Management
Committee expressed their
gratitude to the engineer
members for their contin-
ued association and contri-
bution towards strengthen-
ing the activities of the
Centre.

During the programme,
forthcoming infrastructure
requirements of the Centre
were also placed before
Sham Lal Sharma, MLA
Jammu North, for consid-
eration, including installa-
tion of PP tiles in the front
ground and allied works
through his CDF.

Engineers’ Day Celebrated at Golden’s 
Day Care & Recreation Centre 
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Mankotia calls on Union Minister
Nitin Gadkari at New Delhi


