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Continuing its endeavor to pro-
mote access to justice through swift,
cost-effective and amicable resolu-
tion of disputes, the J&K Legal Ser-
vices Authority, under the patronage
of Dr. Justice Pushpendra Singh
Bhati, Chief Justice, High Court of
J&K and Ladakh and Patron-in-
Chief, J&K Legal Services Authority
and under the dynamic leadership of
Justice Sanjeev Kumar, Executive
Chairman, J&K Legal Services Au-
thority and with the guidance of Jus-
tice Sanjay Dhar, Chairperson, High
Court Legal Services Committee, or-
ganised the 3rd National Lok Adalat
of the year 2026 across the Union
Territory of Jammu & Kashmir.

The Lok Adalat covered a wide
range of matters, including MACT
claims, matrimonial disputes,
cheque dishonour cases under the
Negotiable Instruments Act, money
recovery matters, commercial dis-
putes and compoundable criminal
offences.

AT SRINAGAR, Dr. Justice Push-
pendra Singh Bhati, Chief Justice,
High Court of J&K and Ladakh,
along with Justice Sanjeev Kumar,
Executive Chairman, J&K Legal Ser-
vices Authority, jointly inaugurated
the 3rd National Lok Adalat at the
District Court Complex, Srinagar.

The occasion assumed special sig-
nificance as it marked the first Na-
tional Lok Adalat after Dr. Justice
Pushpendra Singh Bhati assumed
office as Chief Justice of the High
Court of J&K and Ladakh. Upon
their arrival, the dignitaries were re-
ceived by Haq Nawaz Zargar, Prin-
cipal District & Sessions Judge
(Chairperson, DLSA Srinagar) and
Shazia Tabasum, Member Secretary,
J&K Legal Services Authority and
other Judicial Officers of the District
Judiciary.

A ceremonial Guard of Honour
was also accorded to the Chief Jus-
tice. Thereafter, the Chief Justice
and Executive Chairman visited dif-
ferent Lok Adalat Benches and inter-
acted with the Presiding Officers,
members of the Benches, Advocates
and litigants.

They appreciated the arrange-
ments made for the smooth conduct
of the Lok Adalat and witnessed the
settlement of cases at the Benches.
MACT compensation cheques were
also distributed among eligible
claimants on the occasion, extend-
ing timely relief to the beneficiaries.

As per the information received
from various Legal Services Institu-
tions across the UT of J&K, a total of
32908 cases were taken up by
163Benches during the day-long Na-
tional Lok Adalat, out of which
23213 cases were amicably settled
and disposed of, involving a total set-
tlement/compensation amount of
Rs. 176,22,29,397.

The settled matters included Motor
Accident Claims, civil and criminal
matters, labour disputes, electricity
and water bill disputes, land acqui-
sition matters, family disputes,
cheque dishonor cases and bank re-
covery matters, among others.

Dr. Justice Pushpendra Singh
Bhati, while interacting with media
persons, expressed his gratitude and
appreciated the efforts of the Judi-
cial Officers, Secretaries of DLSAs,
Advocates, Para Legal Volunteers,
staff of the District and Tehsil Courts
and the litigants for their whole-
hearted participation in the 3rd Na-
tional Lok Adalat of the year 2026.

Justice Sanjeev Kumar while wel-
coming the Chief Justice, High Court
of J&K and Ladakh emphasized the
significance of Lok Adalats and ob-
served that they provide an effective
mechanism for speedy, amicable
and final resolution of disputes with-
out the burden of prolonged litiga-
tion.

Chief Justice, Executive Chairman inaugurate 
3rd National Lok Adalat at Srinagar
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Minister for Agriculture
Production, Rural Devel-
opment and Panchayati
Raj, Cooperative and Elec-
tion Department, Javid
Ahmad Dar, today inaugu-
rated a Fashion Designing
Centre for cutting, tailor-
ing and sozni work at Gov-
ernment Degree College
Hadipora, Rafiabad, here.

The initiative marks a
significant step towards
strengthening the skill-
based education and creat-
ing avenues for vocational
training, self-employment
and livelihood generation
among students and local
youth.

The newly established
centre will provide practi-

cal training in cutting, tai-
loring, fashion designing
and traditional Sozni em-
broidery, enabling partici-
pants to acquire market-
oriented skills and explore
opportunities in entrepre-
neurship and income gen-
eration.

The initiative is expected
to particularly benefit
young women by equip-
ping them with employ-
able skills, fostering self-
reliance and encouraging
their participation in eco-
nomic activities.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Minister empha-
sized the importance of
skill-based education in
enhancing employability
and creating sustainable
livelihood opportunities
for the younger generation.
He said that educational

institutions have a crucial
role in preparing students
not only for academic pur-
suits but also for the
changing demands of the
employment and entrepre-
neurial landscape.

The Minister stressed
the need to promote voca-
tional training alongside
formal education so that
students can develop prac-
tical expertise, build confi-
dence and pursue self-em-
ployment opportunities.

Highlighting the impor-
tance of traditional crafts,
Javid Dar said that initia-
tives promoting Sozni em-
broidery can help preserve
the region’s rich cultural
heritage while creating
new avenues of livelihood
for skilled artisans and as-
piring entrepreneurs. He
appreciated the college ad-

ministration for establish-
ing the centre and encour-
aged the students and local
youth to make the best use
of the facilities being pro-
vided.

The Minister under-
scored the importance of
continued efforts towards
strengthening skill devel-
opment infrastructure in
educational institutions,
with a focus on empower-
ing youth, promoting en-
trepreneurship and facili-
tating sustainable income
generation.

The Fashion Designing
Centre is expected to serve
as a platform for skill en-
hancement, creativity and
vocational development,
contributing towards the
socio-economic empower-
ment of youth in the re-
gion.

Javid Dar inaugurates Fashion Designing
Centre at GDC Hadipora;

Jammu

JCMS hands over ambulance
to Govt. Ayurvedic Medical
College and Hospital Akhnoor
to strengthens patient care fa-
cility.

In a significant initiative
aimed at strengthening health-
care facilities and serving the
larger interest of society,
Jammu Central Mahajan
Sabha (JCMS) handed over a
407 Ambulance to Govt.
Ayurvedic Medical College and
Hospital, Akhnoor.

The ambulance was formally
handed over by JCMS Presi-
dent Sh. Romesh Chander
Gupta in the presence of senior
office bearers and members of
the Sabha and the Ambulance
received by Dr. Ashutosh

Gupta  ( Principal GAMC
Akhnoor  ) in presence of  Dr.
Sanjeev Gupta,  Prof. and Head
Department of Orthopedic,
GMC Jammu, Dr. Narinder
Sharma,  Dr. Aman Gupta,  Dr.
Anil Gupta, Dr. Shailej Gupta,
Dr. Sandeep Charak, Sh. Vipan
Verma, Sh. Rahul Sharma, Sh.
Shubam ji.

The vehicle was handed over
after completion of all neces-
sary formalities with the Re-
gional Transport Office (RTO),
Jammu.

Romesh Chander Gupta, on
this occasion, said that Jammu
Central Mahajan Sabha has al-
ways remained committed to
the welfare of society and has
consistently undertaken initia-
tives aimed at helping people in
need.

He said that while the Sabha
works for the welfare of the Ma-

hajan community, with special
emphasis on providing assis-
tance to widows, economically
weaker families and other

needy sections, it has also ex-
tended its services to society at
large whenever required.

Recalling the Sabha's hu-

manitarian initiatives during
the Covid-19 pandemic, Gupta
said that JCMS had come for-
ward to extend assistance to

poor and needy people during
that difficult period. He said
that service to humanity has
always remained an impor-
tant objective of the organisa-
tion.

Senior Vice President Shiv
Pratap Gupta also spoke on the
occasion and highlighted vari-
ous social welfare activities and
achievements of the Sabha. He
said that the organisation
would continue to contribute
towards initiatives that directly
benefit people and strengthen
community welfare.

The   Principal expressed
gratitude to Jammu Central
Mahajan Sabha for providing
the ambulance and termed it a
much-needed facility for the in-
stitution. 

He said that the college had
been lacking a dedicated ambu-
lance facility, which often cre-

ated difficulties in shifting pa-
tients whenever required.

"With the availability of this
ambulance, an important re-
quirement of our institution
has been fulfilled. It will greatly
facilitate the safe and timely
transportation of patients and
help address a genuine need of
the hospital," he said while
thanking JCMS for its valuable
contribution.

The proceedings of the pro-
gramme were conducted by
JCMS General Secretary  San-
jay Mahajan.

Prominent personalities pre-
sent on the occasion included
Ram Sarup Gupta , ( Sr Vi-
cePresident ) Subash Gupta ,
Atul Gupta ( Vice Presidents )
,Arun Gupta ( Office Secretary )
and other office bearers, mem-
bers of the Sabha and staff of
the institution.

JCMS hands over ambulance to Govt Ayurvedic Medical College Akhnoor to strengthens patient care facility

LEH, SEP12: In a major
development, the Ladakh
State Board for Wildlife has
rejected a sub-committee
report on settling bound-
aries within protected areas,
citing discrepancies, as LG
Vinai Kumar Saxena di-
rected authorities to resolve
the rights and claims of lo-
cal communities in these ar-
eas within two months.

The protected areas are:
Hemis National Park, High
Altitude Cold Desert
(Changthang) Wildlife
Sanctuary and Karakoram
(Nubra-Shyok) Wildlife
Sanctuary.

The LG asked the officials
to settle claims of local com-
munities in these areas
within two months, saying
this would pave the way for a
lawful and participatory
process for finalising their
boundaries, particularly in
the newly created districts.

The direction was issued
during the 16th Meeting of
the newly constituted State
Board for Wildlife (SBWL),
UT Ladakh, chaired by the
LG. One of the key agenda
items of the board meeting
was the consideration of the
sub-committee report on fi-
nalisation of the boundaries
of these three protected
wildlife areas.

The decision is expected
to bring long-awaited clar-
ity and certainty to local
communities, who have
been seeking clarity regard-
ing the boundaries of the
protected areas and recog-
nition of their longstanding
settlements, habitations
and traditional rights.

It has been the demand of
the local people that settle-
ments and human habita-
tions have existed for a very
long time in these areas,
which clearly fall outside the
purview of the wildlife sanc-
tuary. However, the earlier
formed sub-committee in-
cluded all these areas.

The erstwhile Jammu and
Kashmir government had
issued a preliminary notifi-
cation of the boundaries of
these sanctuaries in 1987.
However, the board, while
deliberating threadbare on
the final notification of the
three protected areas, noted
that the notification issued
by the erstwhile J&K gov-
ernment had not correctly
mapped the boundaries of
the protected areas on the
ground.

Saxena, during the board
meeting, said the statutory
process prescribed under
the Wildlife (Protection)
Act, 1972, for settlement of
rights of individuals and
communities residing in the
proposed protected areas,
had not been undertaken by
the committee. 

He noted that this process
was not initiated and that
the delineation of bound-
aries was carried out
through a table-top exer-
cise, without adherence to
the legal framework. This
rendered the exercise in-
consistent with the provi-
sions of the Act, inequitable
to affected communities,
and susceptible to legal
challenges.

The board observed that
several of the areas included

in the sub-committee report
were of strategic impor-
tance and relate to national
security, and the mandatory
defence considerations
were not duly factored into
the report of the sub-com-
mittee. 

Saxena also said the inter-
national boundaries, as de-
picted in the Survey of India
maps, had not been taken as
a reference point, which was
essential while determining
the limits of any protected
area.

Accordingly, taking a se-
rious note of the discrepan-
cies, the LG directed that
the report of the sub-com-
mittee be set aside.

The board also directed
the designated DCs/Settle-
ment Officers to resume the
process of public hearings
and to complete the pro-
ceedings within a period of
two months.

Saxena urged the people
to come forth with their
claims and titles of land and
traditional rights, including
those on pasture lands, to
enable the administration
to arrive at a fair decision on
the boundaries of these pro-
tected areas. 

The board noted that an
early completion of the set-
tlement process would be of

great significance to local
communities, as it would
bring greater clarity, cer-
tainty and recognition to
their bona fide rights in
these protected areas. At the
same time, it would also
provide a clearer framework
for wildlife conservation
and development activities
within these landscapes.

The board, in its meeting,
also ratified 23 important
projects and sent them to
the Standing Committee of
the National Board of
Wildlife, Government of In-
dia, for clearance. These in-
cluded proposals relating to
power transmission infra-
structure in strategically im-
portant border areas, de-
fence infrastructure and
other essential projects in
the Karakoram and
Changthang areas.

Among others, the meet-
ing was attended by chief
secretaryAshish Kundra,
additional principal chief
conservator of forests and
chief wildlife wardenSRa-
jesh, members of the State
Board for Wildlife, senior
officers of the UT adminis-
trationand officers of the
Department of Forest,
Wildlife, Ecology and Envi-
ronment.

LG Ladakh directs settlement of
claims of locals in 2 months

Ladakh board bins report on protected area boundaries

SRINAGAR, SEP-
TEMBER 12: In a signifi-
cant recognition of the cre-
ative talent emerging from
Jammu and Kashmir, three
filmmakers from Jammu
and Kashmir have secured
three prestigious awards
out of the nine presented at
the First International Film
Festival of Jammu & Kash-
mir (IFFJK) 2026.

The achievement marks
a proud moment for the re-
gion’s growing filmmaking
community, with Kashmiri
filmmakers making their
presence felt on a platform
that brought together ac-
claimed filmmakers,
artists, technicians, indus-
try professionals and cin-
ema enthusiasts from
across India and around
the world.

Baba Tasaduq Hussain
won the Best Cinematogra-
phy Award for the docu-
mentary Naqsh-e-Daur
(The Story of Ghulam Nabi
Dhar), earning apprecia-
tion for its visual story-
telling and cinematic treat-
ment.

The Best Emerging Film-
maker Award was con-
ferred on Askini: The Guid-
ing Darkness, directed by
Ajit Singh Bhasin, recog-
nising the film’s distinctive
cinematic voice and
promising creative ap-
proach.

Adding another major
honour to the region’s tally,
filmmaker Kapil Matto’s
Tasrufdar – The Jinns of
Kashmir won the Best Film
from Jammu & Kashmir
Select category, celebrating
a work that draws upon the
region’s distinctive cultural
and storytelling traditions.

The three awards, span-
ning cinematography,
emerging filmmaking and
the best film from J&K, un-
derline the diversity and
depth of cinematic talent
present in the region.

During the festival, the
selected films by local film-
makers like “Batt Koch
(The Lost Lane)”, directed
by Siddarth Koul and Ankit
Wali; “Tasrufdaar (Djinns
of Kashmir)”, directed by
Kapil Mattoo; and “Naqsh-

e-Daur (The Story of Ghu-
lam Nabi Dhar)”, directed
by Baba Tassaduq Hussain
received wider apprecia-
tion from the audiences.
Batt Koch, was screened as
closing film of the festival
received much apprecia-
tion from renowned film-
maker Ramesh Sippy and
audiences. "Love in veit-
nam" a movie by Rahat
shah kazmi a jammu and
kashmir based filmmaker
was also screened during
the festival and was widely
appreciated.

The recognition is partic-
ularly significant as the in-
augural IFFJK has pro-
vided filmmakers from
Jammu and Kashmir with
an international platform
to present their work
alongside films from differ-
ent parts of country and the
world. The success of the
three films demonstrates
the festival’s role in creat-
ing meaningful opportuni-
ties for local storytellers to
connect with wider audi-
ences, industry profession-
als and the global cinematic

community. The strong
showing of J&K filmmak-
ers also reflects the evolv-
ing creative landscape of
the Union Territory, where
filmmakers are increas-
ingly exploring local histo-
ries, folklore, landscapes,
contemporary realities and
cultural narratives through
diverse cinematic forms.

The achievement is ex-
pected to further encourage
young filmmakers and
emerging artists from the
region to pursue their cre-
ative ambitions and tell sto-
ries rooted in the unique
experiences, heritage and
cultural identity of Jammu
and Kashmir.

The First International
Film Festival of Jammu &
Kashmir, organised by the
Department of Information
and Public Relations
(DIPR), has thus emerged
as an important platform
not only for celebrating
global cinema but also for
placing the creative voices
of J&K before a wider na-
tional and international au-
dience.

J&K Filmmakers shine at IFFJK 2026,
Bag three of nine awards


