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IFFJK 2026: College students, public attend special IFFJK Day three spotlights J&K's storytelling
talent and global cinematic opportunities

screenmgs of global cmema at Wave Cinemas

HIMALAYAN MAILNEWS
JAMMU, SEP 09

Numerous students
from different colleges
and institutions and a
large number of people
today attended the day
long screenings of short
films and movies from
world cinema at the Wave
Cinemas organised as
part of International Film
Festival of Jammu and
Kashmir 2026.

The students who at-
tended the screening of
short films and movies
under IFFJK 2026 were
from Padma Shri Padma
Sachdev Government PG
College for Women, Gov-
ernment MAM College,
SPMR College of Com-
merce, Indian Institute of
Mass Communication
Bantalab, Government
College for Women Pa-
rade, University of
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sity of Jammu and other
educational institutions.
A large number of locals
also attended the screen-
ings.

The students, while
sharing their experiences
and learnings from the
screenings of different
films from across the
globe, said that it was a
unique and novel experi-
ence for them to witness
maiden Film festival
aimed at promoting and
exploring the film making
opportunities in Jammu
& Kashmir.

Himanshu Dubey, a
student of IIMC Jammu,
shared his enriching ex-
perience at the IFFJK
2026 Jammu. He de-
scribed it as an occasion
to explore international
films, understand diverse
perspectives and gain
valuable insights into
filmmaking and visual

HMIR oz

¥ 9

storytelling.

Students of Mass Com-
munication from Central
University of Jammu
termed the IFFJK 2026 as
a great opportunity for
them to learn various as-
pects of filmmaking,
videography, visual com-
munication and much
more. They appreciated
the initiative and encour-
aged others to participate.

Professor Paramveer
Singh, Central University
of Jammu, said “films are
often called a mirror of
society.”

He appreciated the De-
partment of Information
and Public Relations for
taking this commendable
initiative and described
the First ever Film Festi-
val as a positive step to-
wards promoting cinema
& visual storytelling in
J&K.

Professor Rabia Javaid
said that students thor-

oughly enjoyed the first-
ever International Film
Festival being organised
in Jammu and Kashmir,
calling it a historic and
enriching experience for
the region.

She noted that the Film
Festival has provided a
unique opportunity to
learn, explore cinema, in-
teract with filmmakers
and industry profession-
als and gain valuable ex-
posure beyond the class-
room.

She also thanked the
Department of Informa-
tion and Public Relations
for organising the festival
and bringing such a vi-
brant platform to J&K,
adding that events of this
kind will inspire young
talent and open new av-
enues for aspiring film-
makers and media stu-
dents.

Later, in the evening the
Cultural wing of DIPR,
Jammu organised a cul-
tural event featuring di-
verse performance of folk
singing, instruments and
theme based songs.

Prominent and talented
Singers Vanshika Dogra
and Aditya Rao enthralled
the audience with their vi-
brant performances
which received thunder-
ous applause from one
and all. The cultural event
was anchored by Firdos
and Prashant Khajuria

Deputy Director Infor-
mation (PR) Moksha Do-
gra, Deputy Director
(HQ) Ashu Kumari, Cul-
ture Officer Rajinder Ku-
mar Digra, Field Publicity
Officer, Mohit Sharma,
District Information Offi-
cer Kathua, Gurpreet
Singh, District Informa-
tion Officer, Poonch,
Hardeep Singh Choud-
hary, Assistant Informa-
tion Officer, Jiwan Singh
were present, along with
other officials of the de-
partment.

CS Dulloo charts roadmap for rolling out
RuTAGe Smart Vlllage Centres across J&K

HIMALAYAN MAILNEWS
JAMMU, SEP 09

Chief Secretary, Atal Dul-
loo today held detailed de-
liberations with the stake-
holders of the Manthan
platform of the Office of the
Principal Scientific Adviser
(PSA), Government of In-
dia to deliberate upon the
roadmap and institutional
framework for implement-
ing RuTAGe Smart Village
Centres (RSVCs) across
Jammu and Kashmir.

The meeting was also at-
tended by ACS, Finance;
Commissioner Secretary,
FCS&CA; Commissioner
Secretary, GAD; Commis-
sioner Secretary, Educa-
tion; Commissioner Secre-
tary, Science & Technology;
Secretary, Rural Develop-
ment Department; Direc-
tor General, Rural Sanita-
tion, besides other senior
officers and concerned
stakeholders.

The deliberations fo-
cused on translating the
RSVC concept into a prac-
tical, outcome-oriented
model suited to the diverse
socio-economic and geo-
graphical requirements of
J&K. The initiative envis-
ages bringing appropriate
science, technology and in-
novation closer to rural
communities while creat-
ing avenues for entrepre-
neurship, skill develop-
ment, livelihood
enhancement, local value
addition and improved de-
livery of services.

While speaking the Chief
Secretary underscored the
need for a day-long work-
shop to deliberate compre-
hensively on the possibili-

ties, institutional arrange-

ments and implementation
strategy for the programme
in the UT. He observed that
such a workshop should
bring together all relevant
departments, universities,
technology institutions,
grassroots organisations
and other stakeholders so
that a clear and actionable
roadmap is evolved.

He emphasised that de-
veloping local capacity
would be crucial for ensur-
ing that the initiative is sus-
tained beyond its initial im-
plementation phase and
that the technologies intro-
duced through RSVCs are
adapted to local needs and
translated into tangible
benefits for communities.

The Chief Secretary im-
pressed upon the Science &
Technology Department to
function as the nodal de-
partment for the initiative
in J&K and maintain close
coordination with the Of-
fice of the Principal Scien-
tific Adviser (PSA), Gov-
ernment of India, as well as
other stakeholders associ-
ated with Manthan, for
technology identification,
institutional partnerships,
capacity building and im-

plementation support

During the meeting, the
Chief Secretary highlighted
several sectors having sig-
nificant potential for tech-
nology-led transformation
through the RSVC frame-
work. These included hy-
dropower, agriculture, hor-
ticulture, handicrafts,
hospitality, education, geri-
atric care and drug-abuse

rehabilitation, among
other areas.
The Chief Secretary fur-

ther stressed the impor-
tance of convergence with
existing flagship initiatives
of J&K, particularly Mis-
sion YUVA and the Jammu
and Kashmir Rural Liveli-
hoods Mission (JKRLM),
so that the RSVC network
can leverage established
grassroots institutions, en-
trepreneurial ecosystems,
training mechanisms and
community outreach plat-
forms.

He observed that inte-
gration with Mission YUVA
could provide a strong av-
enue for linking technology
adoption with youth entre-
preneurship, innovation
and employment, while
convergence with JKRLM
could help extend the bene-

fits of suitable technologies
to rural self-help groups,
producers and livelihood-
based enterprises.

Encouraging the Man-
than team and all con-
cerned departments to
adopt an ambitious and
outcome-oriented  ap-
proach, the Chief Secretary
stated that availability of
funds should not become a
constraint where interven-
tions demonstrate clear
and significant potential
for improving the lives and
livelihoods of the people.
He called for focusing on
technologies and interven-
tions capable of delivering
measurable outcomes and
creating sustainable com-
munity-level impact.

The proposed initiative is
envisaged as an important
step towards creating tech-
nology-enabled rural
ecosystems in J&K, con-
necting local needs with
appropriate innovations
and converting scientific
and technological advance-
ments into opportunities
for livelihoods, entrepre-
neurship, productivity and
improved quality of life
across the rural areas of
J&K.

SRINAGAR, SEP-
TEMBER 09: The cine-
matic spirit of Jammu &
Kashmir came alive on the
third day of the 1st Interna-
tional Film Festival of
Jammu & Kashmir (IF-
FJK), as SKICC Srinagar
played host to a rich mix of
thought-provoking discus-
sions, masterclasses, and
interactive sessions.

The day’s programme
brought into focus youth-
led storytelling, emerging
cinematic voices, interna-
tional co-productions and
opportunities for Jammu
& Kashmir cinema to reach
global audiences.

The day began with an
In-Conversation Session,
“Echoes of the Chinar: Em-
powering J&K’s Next Gen-
eration of Storytellers,” ex-
plored the role of youth,
local institutions and new
cinematic voices in shap-
ing the representation of
Jammu & Kashmir on
screen. The session was
moderated by Danish
Renzu, with Rahhat Shah
Kazmi, film director and
writer, as the speaker.

Another key session,
“Global Partnerships in the
Valley: Co-Producing
Jammu and Kashmiri Cin-
ema for the World,” exam-
ined avenues for interna-
tional collaboration and
strengthening the region’s
presence in the global film
ecosystem.

The panel discussed in-
ternational co-production,
sustainable financing, cre-
ative partnerships and fes-
tival-market strategies for
Jammu and Kashmiri cin-

ema.

The session was moder-
ated by Rabiranjan Maitra,
Indian director and editor,
and featured Kapil Matoo,
Munjal Shroff and Saba
Bhat as speakers.

Speakers emphasised
that Kashmir has a wealth
of stories waiting to be told
and stressed the need to
nurture storytellers from
within the region. They
said that a strong cine-
matic ecosystem must be
developed in Jammu &
Kashmir itself, providing
young people with oppor-
tunities to learn, create and
collaborate. He also called
for greater engagement of
youth from diverse acade-
mic and professional back-
grounds and departments
to build a vibrant and in-
clusive creative ecosystem
for cinema in the region.

They emphasised
Jammu & Kashmir is rich
in talent, stressing the
need to provide its young
storytellers with the right
direction, opportunities
and ecosystem to realise
their creative potential.

The panel discussion,
“The Gentle Truth: AT and
the Beautiful Soul of
Jammu and Kashmir,” ex-
plored the evolving rela-
tionship between artificial
intelligence and documen-
tary cinema, with speakers
reflecting on the possibili-
ties and challenges of using
emerging technologies in
non-fiction storytelling.
The discussion covered
ethics in documentary
filmmaking, observational
cinema and hybrid forms,

while also examining how
technology can comple-
ment authentic human
stories and the rich cul-
tural landscape of Jammu
and Kashmir. The session
was moderated by Sanskar
Desai and featured Sub-
biah Nallamuthu, Arun
Chadda, Yadu Vijaykrish-
nan, Supriyo Sen and Raja

Shabbir Khan.
The panel discussion
“Local Voices, Global

Hearts: Celebrating Re-
gional Cinema in the Val-
ley” explored how com-
pelling regional stories
from across India are
shaped, narrated and
brought to audiences. The
session also reflected on
therich cultural traditions
and diverse storytelling
potential of Jammu and
Kashmir, and how its dis-
tinctive voices can con-
tribute to and become part
of India’s vibrant regional
cinema landscape.

The discussion was mod-
erated by Arfi Laamba and
featured Tribeny Rai, Dr.
Pradeep  Kenchanuru,
Haobam Paban Kumar
and Madhavi Tangella.

Among the day’s key
highlights was the master-
class, “Cutting Visuals, or
Cutting Emotions,” which
explored the art and psy-
chology of film editing, in-
cluding rhythm, spatial
continuity, temporal ma-
nipulation and the emo-
tional impact of the cut.
The session featured ac-
claimed Indian director
and editor Rabi Ranjan
Maitra, who shared in-
sights into the craft of edit-

ing, exploring how rhythm,
continuity, temporal ma-
nipulation and the psy-
chology of the cut shape
the emotional impact of a
film.

Another major attraction
was the masterclass, “Be-
yond the Stage: Inside the
Actor’s Craft,” which ex-
amined the interplay be-
tween theatrical training,
embodied performance
and contemporary ap-
proaches to cinematic act-
ing.

The session featured
noted Indian actor and di-
rector Chittaranjan Tripa-
thy, who shared insights
into the craft and evolving
dynamics of screen perfor-
mance.

The masterclasses pro-
vided a valuable opportu-
nity for students, film en-
thusiasts and aspiring
filmmakers to learn di-
rectly from experienced
practitioners and gain
practical insights into the
creative and technical as-
pects of filmmaking.

The day’s sessions fur-
ther strengthened IFFJK’s
role as a platform for
meaningful dialogue,
learning and collaboration,
bringing together diverse
perspectives on the art,
craft, technology and fu-
ture of cinema in Jammu &
Kashmir.

The discussions high-
lighted the importance of
creating greater opportu-
nities for local talent while
connecting the region’s
cinematic voices with
wider national and inter-
national platforms.

Secretary Tribal Affairs discusses key tribal wel-
fare issues with Minister Javed Rana

SRINAGAR, SEPTEMBER 09:
Tribal Affairs,
Lavasa, today called on Minister for
Jal Shakti, Forest, Ecology & Envi-
ronment and Tribal Affairs, Javed
Ahmed Rana, at the Civil Secretariat
here. Lavasa was recently assigned
the additional charge of the Tribal

Secretary,

Affairs Department.

During the meeting, the Minister
and Secretary discussed key issues
concerning the department and re-

POONCH, SEPTEM-
BER 09: Under the direc-
tions of the Director Family
Welfare, MCH & Immu-
nization, Dr. Afsana Bano
and under the supervision
of Chief Medical Officer
Poonch Dr. P.A. Khan, a
team of the Health Depart-
ment today conducted an
extensive monitoring and
supervision visit to various
health institutions in the
district.

The Deputy Chief Med-
ical Officer, along with DIO
Dr. Zohra Parveen and the
accompanying team, vis-
ited PHC Chandak, PHC
Mangnar, SC Knuyian and
SC Khenatar to review the
implementation of the
Routine Immunization
Programme and other re-
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and Kashmir.

J&K.

viewed initiatives aimed at strength-
ening the welfare, development and
socio-economic empowerment of
tribal communities across Jammu

Rana extended his best wishes to
Lavasa and expressed confidence
that her administrative experience
would further strengthen the depart-
ment’s efforts towards the overall de-
velopment of tribal communities in

Later, the Minister met several
deputations at the Civil Secretariat
and heard their grievances and de-
mands. He assured them that all gen-

uine issues would be examined and

addressed on priority.

Rana reiterated that timely resolu-
tion of public grievances remains a
key priority of the government and
directed the concerned officers to en-
sure prompt action on the issues

brought to their notice.

Health Department intensifies monitoring of
Routine Inmunization Programme in Poonch

]
lated health programme
activities.

During the visit, the
team reviewed key compo-
nents including ABHA
generation and linking
through the U-WIN Portal,
maintenance and updating

e
of due lists, cold chain
management, upkeep of
RCH registers and effec-
tive utilization of the
DVDMS Mobile Applica-
tion for vaccine and logis-
tics management.

The officials also inter-
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acted with beneficiaries
and frontline health work-
ers, emphasizing the im-
portance of timely vaccina-
tion and proper utilization
of available health services.
The beneficiaries were fur-
ther briefed and motivated
about family planning ser-
vices, the benefits of main-
taining a small and healthy
family and the importance
of HPV vaccination for eli-
gible beneficiaries.

The  visiting team
stressed upon the con-
cerned staff to ensure
proper maintenance of
records, timely updating of
digital platforms and effec-
tive delivery of immuniza-
tion and other essential
health services to the com-
munity.
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