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The intensive multi-
agency search and rescue
operation launched in
Chenab River to trace a
youth Ravi Kumar entered
fifth day today. Ravi Ku-
mar had slipped into the
Chenab River here at
Maitra on September 1.

Deputy Commissioner
Mohammad Alyas Khan
and Senior Superintendent

of Police Arun Gupta vis-
ited the incident site and
reviewed the ongoing
search operation and the
action plan being imple-
mented by the agencies in-
volved. Tehsildar Deep Ku-
mar, Dy.SP Kuldeep
Sharma and other con-
cerned officers were pre-
sent on the spot.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner took detailed feed-
back from the teams de-
ployed on the ground and
assessed the challenges be-

ing faced in carrying out
the operation. He was in-
formed that the search op-
eration is being hampered
by the high volume of wa-
ter, heavy turbulence and
swift currents in the
Chenab River.

In view of the hazardous
conditions, experts have
advised against using
boats due to the strong wa-
ter flow and associated
risks. The search operation
is being carried out with
specialized rescue equip-

ment and trained person-
nel while following all nec-
essary safety protocols.

To intensify the down-
stream search, four spe-
cialized teams have been
mobilized, comprising per-
sonnel from the State Dis-
aster Response Force
(SDRF), Civil QRTs from
Ramban, Ramsu, Banihal
and the Jammu and Kash-
mir Police. The teams are
carrying out coordinated
search efforts at different
locations along the river.

After the intervention of
the Deputy Commissioner,
the authorities of the Bagli-
har Hydroelectric Power
Project have restricted the
water flow in the river to
facilitate the rescue opera-
tion and enable the rescue
teams to work safely.

SSP Arun Gupta has ap-
pealed to the general pub-
lic, particularly youth, to
refrain from venturing
close to riverbanks or
bathing in the Chenab
River, especially during the
summer and monsoon sea-
sons. 

He cautioned that strong
currents and sudden tur-
bulence can pose a serious
threat to life, even for ex-
perienced swimmers.

Ramban drowning incident
Search to trace youth continue in Chenab River 

on day 5; DC, SSP review ground efforts
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Commissioner Secretary Coopera-
tive Department, Yasha Mudgal, today
chaired a meeting of the Union Terri-
tory Level Implementation and Moni-
toring Committee (UTLIMC) consti-
tuted to review implementation of the
Centrally Sponsored Project for Com-
puterisation of Primary Agricultural
Credit Societies (PACS) in the Union
Territory of Jammu and Kashmir.

The meeting was attended by the
Registrar Cooperative Societies, J&K;
Deputy General Manager, NABARD;
representative of the Finance Depart-
ment, J&K; Managing Director, J&K
State Cooperative Training Board (JK-
STCB); representatives of the System
Integrator besides other senior officers
of the Cooperative Department.

During the meeting, a detailed Power-
Point presentation was made on the
current status of implementation of

PACS computerisation project. The
Committee was apprised of the
progress achieved, so far. Various is-
sues and requirements related to
handholding support to PACS, scan-
ning and digitisation of legacy data, de-
ployment of manpower and reconcilia-
tion of data were also placed before the
Committee for consideration.

The Committee held detailed deliber-
ations on the implementation status
and associated operational issues, with
emphasis on ensuring adequate sup-
port to PACS at the field level to facilitate
their smooth transition to the comput-
erised system.

While reviewing the progress, Yasha
Mudgal directed the System Integrator
to ensure that all assigned deliverables
are completed strictly within the stip-
ulated timelines. She stressed that the
approved implementation schedule
must be adhered to in letter and spirit
and that avoidable delays should not

be allowed to impede the overall objec-
tives of the project.

The Commissioner Secretary em-
phasised the need for close and contin-
uous coordination among the Coopera-
tive Department, Registrar
Cooperative Societies, NABARD, DC-
CBs, System Integrator and other con-
cerned stakeholders for ensuring
smooth, timely and effective imple-
mentation of the project. She observed
that strong field-level coordination
would be crucial for resolving opera-
tional bottlenecks and ensuring that

the intended benefits of computerisa-
tion reach PACS in a timely manner.

Yasha Mudgal directed that regular
monitoring of the PACS computerisa-
tion project be undertaken at the level of
the Registrar Cooperative Societies,
J&K. She made it clear that monitoring
should go beyond routine reporting
and must include verification of the ac-
tual completion of each milestone and
deliverable.

She specifically directed that every
milestone and deliverable must be duly
verified before being treated as com-

pleted, with proper supporting docu-
mentation and records maintained in
each case. She stressed that a robust
verification mechanism would provide
a clear and reliable basis for assessing
the actual status of implementation.

Emphasising the importance of in-
stitutional accountability, transparency
and proper record keeping, the Com-
missioner Secretary directed that all
communications and directions issued
to the System Integrator in connection
with implementation of the project
should invariably be conveyed in writ-
ing and properly documented.

She also directed that the Adminis-
trative Department be regularly and
timely apprised of the progress of im-
plementation, particularly with regard
to achievement of milestones, comple-
tion and verification of deliverables, de-
ployment of manpower, scanning and
reconciliation of legacy data, as well as
any issue having the potential to affect

the approved implementation sched-
ule. Reiterating the significance of the
PACS computerisation initiative, the
Commissioner Secretary observed that
the project is aimed at strengthening
the functioning of Primary Agricultural
Credit Societies through adoption of
modern technology, improved record
management, greater operational effi-
ciency and enhanced service delivery.
She emphasised that the implementa-
tion must accordingly remain coordi-
nated, result-oriented and closely mon-
itored, with due focus on quality,
accuracy, accountability and long-term
sustainability.

Yasha Mudgal directed all the con-
cerned stakeholders to maintain close
coordination and ensure timely reso-
lution of issues so that the approved ob-
jectives and implementation targets of
the PACS computerisation project are
achieved effectively across Jammu and
Kashmir.

Commissioner Secretary chairs UTLIMC meet to review computerisation of PACS in J&K
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The MSME-Develop-
ment & Facilitation Office
(MSME-DFO) Jammu, un-
der the Ministry of Micro,
Small & Medium Enter-
prises, Government of In-
dia, organised a PM Vish-
wakarma Awareness
Programme on Branding &
Marketing at Government
Industrial Institute Rajouri.

The programme was or-
ganised with the objective
of generating awareness
among artisans and tradi-
tional craftspeople about
branding and marketing of
their products, Govern-
ment support schemes, ac-
cess to finance, skill devel-
opment, entrepreneurship
and emerging digital and
artificial intelligence (AI)
tools that can help them im-
prove the quality, visibility
and marketability of their
products.

The programme com-
menced with a welcome ad-
dress and a brief overview
of the PM Vishwakarma
programme by Assistant
Director, MSME-DFO
Jammu Vinu Jee Koul. He
highlighted the importance
of awareness and capacity
building among artisans to
enable them to effectively
utilise the benefits available
under the scheme.

Joint Director, MSME-
DFO, Jammu Amit Kumar
Tamaria elaborated upon
the objectives of the pro-
gramme and the role of the
MSME sector in promoting
entrepreneurship, employ-
ment generation and inclu-
sive economic develop-
ment. He encouraged
artisans to make effective
use of Government initia-
tives and available institu-
tional support for expand-
ing their businesses.
General Manager, District
Industries Centre (DIC),
Rajouri Harpal Singh also
addressed the participants
and apprised them of the
support available to local
artisans and entrepreneurs
through the district-level
industrial ecosystem.

The programme was for-
mally inaugurated by the
Chief Guest Deputy Com-
missioner Rajouri Ab-
hishek Sharma, who appre-
ciated the initiative of
MSME-DFO Jammu for or-
ganising the awareness pro-
gramme for artisans and
traditional craftspeople of
the district. He emphasised
the importance of improv-
ing the branding, packaging
and marketing of locally
produced goods and en-
couraged artisans to take
advantage of the govern-
ment schemes and institu-
tional support available for
their economic empower-
ment.

During the technical ses-
sions, HOD, Management
Studies, BGSB University
Gaurav Sehgal delivered a
detailed session on Market-
ing and Branding. He sen-
sitised the participants to
the importance of develop-
ing a distinct brand iden-
tity, effective product pre-
sentation, customer
engagement and modern
marketing practices for en-
hancing the reach and com-
petitiveness of artisan prod-
ucts.

I/C Functional Manager
DIC Vivek Sharma apprised
the participants about the
schemes of the Department
of Industries & Commerce,
J&K and explained the sup-
port available to artisans
and entrepreneurs through
the department.

A dedicated session on
the schemes of the Depart-
ment of Handicrafts &
Handloom, J&K was con-
ducted by Assistant Direc-
tor, Department of Handi-
crafts & Handloom Propkar
Singh.

The participants were in-
formed about the initiatives
and assistance available for
the promotion and develop-
ment of handicrafts and
handloom activities. Fac-
ulty, JKEDI Rajouri Hilal
Ahmad Rather delivered a
session on the role of
JKEDI in skill development
and entrepreneurship,
highlighting opportunities
for capacity building, entre-
preneurial development
and self-employment. A
special presentation on AI
Tools for Artisans was de-
livered by Team Lead,
Jammu PMVK SLPMU
Kanav Kapahi and Consul-
tant, PMVK SLPMU Ajay
Pal Singh. The session in-
troduced participants to the
potential use of Artificial
Intelligence and digital
tools for areas such as prod-
uct presentation, market-
ing, content creation and
promotion of artisan prod-
ucts in contemporary m
The participants were also
apprised of financial assis-
tance and credit facilities
provided by banks by Lead
District Manager, Rajouri
Ravinder Singh Nagra. The
session focused on improv-
ing awareness regarding in-

stitutional credit and finan-
cial support available to arti-
sans and entrepreneurs. Se-
nior Manager (IPPB),
Rajouri/Poonch Anil
Mathur conducted a ses-
sion on India Post Pay-
ments Bank (IPPB) and QR
Code generation. As part of
the session, 25 QR Codes
were generated for the par-
ticipating beneficiaries, en-
abling them to adopt digital
payment facilities and
strengthen their access to
cashless transactions.

In particular, 45 queries
related to toolkits raised by
the participants were ad-
dressed and resolved by the
PM Vishwakarma Pro-
gramme Management Unit
(PMU) team during the in-
teraction session. The ini-
tiative provided immediate
assistance to beneficiaries
and helped resolve their
concerns relating to the PM
Vishwakarma toolkit com-
ponent.

An interactive Question &
Answer Session was subse-
quently held, during which
participants raised queries
regarding branding and
marketing, Government
schemes, financial assis-
tance, digital payments, en-
trepreneurship and other
issues related to the devel-
opment and promotion of
their traditional trades and
businesses. The queries
were addressed by the con-
cerned speakers and offi-
cials.

Sakeena addresses Teachers’ Day celebrations at SKICC

SRINAGAR, SEP-
TEMBER 05: The Juve-
nile Justice Committee,
High Court of Jammu &
Kashmir and Ladakh, with
the support of UNICEF In-
dia, organized a one day
annual consultation on
“Juvenile Justice (Care and
Protection of Children) Act,
2015: A Decade of Imple-
mentation and the Way
Forward” at the J&K Judi-
cial Academy, Mominabad,
Srinagar.

The consultation was at-
tended by the Judges of the
High Court, Judicial Offi-
cers, Principal Magistrates
of Juvenile Justice Boards,
Chairpersons of Child Wel-
fare Committees, officers of
Special Juvenile Police
Units, senior officers of
concerned departments,
Legal Services Authorities,
child protection profes-
sionals, mental health ex-
perts, civil society and
academia besides partici-
pants joining virtually from
Jammu and Ladakh. The
consultation reviewed a
decade of implementation
of the Juvenile Justice Act
and identified priorities for
strengthening the Juvenile
Justice and Child Protec-
tion System.

Justice Sindhu Sharma,
Judge, High Court of J&K
and Ladakh and Chairper-
son, Juvenile Justice Com-
mittee, in her presidential
address, emphasized that a
child in conflict with law re-
mains, first and foremost,
a child and that the juvenile
justice system must remain

rooted in fairness, rehabili-
tation and the develop-
mental needs of children,
in keeping with principles
reflected in the Beijing
Rules. She highlighted the
continuing challenge of
balancing the reformative
approach with concerns
arising from serious of-
fences. She stressed the
need for adequately re-
sourced institutions,
trained personnel, effective
data systems and account-
ability. She observed that
while the first decade fo-
cused substantially on
building the institutional
architecture of juvenile jus-
tice, the next decade must
focus on ensuring that
these institutions deliver
meaningful, child-centered
outcomes and provide
every child with dignity, re-
habilitation and a genuine
opportunity for a better fu-
ture.

Justice Mohd. Akram

Chowdhary, Judge, High
Court of J&K and Ladakh
and Member, Juvenile Jus-
tice Committee, described
the completion of ten years
of the Act as an opportunity
to objectively assess its im-
plementation. While ac-
knowledging the function-
ing of Child Welfare
Committees and Juvenile
Justice Boards across J&K
and Ladakh, he empha-
sized that success must ulti-
mately be measured by its
impact on children. He
called for stronger infra-
structure, trained person-
nel, continuous capacity
building, adequate admin-
istrative and financial sup-
port, periodic evaluation
and improved inter-de-
partmental coordination.

Justice Wasim Sadiq
Nargal emphasized that ju-
venile justice extends be-
yond law and requires a
multidisciplinary ap-
proach. Reflecting on a

decade of the Juvenile Jus-
tice Act, he stressed the
need to address implemen-
tation gaps and strengthen
delivery on the ground. He
highlighted the concerns
regarding children above
sixteen years accused of
heinous offences, confiden-
tiality of juvenile records
and effective functioning of
Juvenile Justice Boards
and Child Welfare Com-
mittees. He also called for
child-centric adoption, ad-
equate infrastructure,
trained personnel and ad-
ministrative support,
stressing that the Act must
be implemented in letter
and spirit to ensure protec-
tion, rehabilitation, dignity
and hope for every vulnera-
ble child.

Jesper Moller, Deputy
Representative (Pro-
gramme), UNICEF India
Country Office, described
ten years of the Juvenile
Justice Act as an important
milestone and emphasized
the need to assess its im-
pact on children. He high-
lighted Jammu & Kash-
mir’s progress in
prevention and family-
based care, Child-Friendly
Spaces, Adolescent Re-
source Centres, strength-
ening of Child Care Institu-
tions and training of more
than 9,000 frontline work-
ers. 

He identified prevention,
family-based care, institu-
tional coordination, ac-
countability and disability
inclusion as key priorities
for the next decade.

High Court Juvenile Justice Committee, UNICEF
hold consultation on 10 years of JJ Act

SRINAGAR, SEP-
TEMBER 5: Advisor to
the Chief Minister, Nasir
Aslam Wani, today met
with several delegation and
individual citizens at the
Chief Minister’s Public Ser-
vice and Outreach Office
‘Raabita’ in Srinagar.

The visiting groups in-
cluded local citizens, em-
ployee associations and in-
dividuals. They brought
forward issues related to
development, media, land
and revenue records, em-
ployment and service-re-
lated matters.

The Advisor took up
these matters with the con-
cerned authorities to en-
sure these are resolved
without delay.

Highlighting the govern-

ment's focus on public wel-
fare, the Advisor stated that
the present government
under the leadership of the

Chief Minister Omar Ab-
dullah is paying attention
to every grievance, big or
small. 

He assured the public
that all genuine demands
will be resolved within the
shortest possible time.

CM’s Advisor meets public delegations; reaffirms govt’s
commitment to prompt redress of public issues

Says Govt will bring resolution on TET in upcoming Assembly session


