Mishra appointed
first CEO of Ram
Temple Trust

Air Marshal J eetendra
Mishra (retd), who head-
ed the Western Air
Command during
Operation Sindoor, was
today appointed the first
CEO of Shri Ram
Janmbhoomi Teerth
Kshetra Trust that over-
sees the management and
operations of the Ram
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Junior Asstt caught
in graft case

ACB today caught a
junior assistant red-
handed while allegedly
demanding and accepting
a bribe of Rs 15,000 for
issuing a marriage certifi-
cate.

The accused was identi-
fied as Ajay Kumar, son of
Ram Murtiof Gango
Chack, Gajansoo, near
here. He is posted as a
junior assistant in the
office of assistant com-
missioner (general),
Jammu.

According to officials,
ACB received a written
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2 IPS officers
transferred,

posted

The Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) has ordered
the transfers and postings
of two IPS officers

As per an MHA order,
AGMUT cadre IPS officer
Danesh Rana transferred
to Jammu and Kashmir
segment of the Joint
AGMUT cadre upon his
repatriation from central
deputation.

As per another order,
AGMUT cadre IPS officer
Vikas Kumar has been
transferred from Leh to

Delhi with immediate
effect.
Field trials for

PPDR to begin
in Oct

NEW DELHI, SEP o2:
The government will start
field trials for a Public Pro-
tection and Disaster Relief
(PPDR) network in disaster-
prone areas starting Octo-
ber, following the finalisa-
tion of its operational model
this month.

Speaking at a Broadband
India Forum (BIF) event on
critical communications,
Joint Secretary in the Home
Ministry, Prasanna R, today
said that the proof of con-
cept for the PPDR network
has already been done with
all four telecom operators in
the country.

"PoC (proof of concept)
hasbeen done. We will fi
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Kargil gets Post
Office Passport
Seva Ken a

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, SEP 02

Kirti Vardhan Singh,
Union Minister of State for
External Affairs, and
Ladakh LG Vinai Kumar
Saxenatoday inaugurated
Post Office Passport Seva
Kendra (POPSK) at Kargil,
marking a significant step
towards bringing passport
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Debate: 'TWas Working For 18 Hours'

prompts Pakistan's treaty appeal

ISLAMABAD/NEW DELHI,
SEP o02: 48 hours after New
Delhi firmly said that the IWT's
suspension remains in force and
the Hague-based Permanent
Court of Arbitration "has no ju-
risdiction on India's sovereign
decisions"”", Pakistan today
urged India to restore Indus
Waters Treaty.

"Pakistan has urged India to engage
with it constructively within the
framework of IWT, saying the
decades-old pact must be upheld in
letter and spirit," officials said.

According to reports, Foreign Office
spokesperson Tahir Andrabi made the
remarks days after India rejected an
order by the Permanent Court of Ar-
bitration (PCA) setting aside the Cen-
tre's decision to suspend the treaty
with Pakistan.

Andrabi said the court had reaf-
firmed that the IWT remained "fully
enforced and binding", adding that
Pakistan would take all possible mea-
sures to ensure the decision was im-
plemented.

"Pakistan is committed to imple-

menting the treaty in letter and spirit in
accordance with its language and pro-
visions," he said.

He added that Islamabad would
continue to urge India to reciprocate
by upholding the treaty "in letter and
spirit" and in accordance with its full
legal and documented provisions.

India put the IWT in abeyance fol-
lowing the Pahalgam terror attack on
April 22, 2025 that killed 26 civilians,
including 25 Hindu holidayers, as part
of a series of punitive diplomatic and
economic measures against Pakistan.

Pakistan approached the PCA in The
Hague in March this year, seeking a
determination on the status of the
treaty, effectively challenging India's
decision.

India, however, has never recog-
nised the "existence in law of this ille-
gally-constituted and so-called Court of
Arbitration". New Delhi has main-
tained that the establishment of the ar-
bitral body itself constitutes a "grave
violation of the Indus Waters Treaty".

Executed in September 1960, the In-
dus Waters Treaty was designed to
govern the sharing of the Indus River

system between India and Pakistan.

A day after the Pahalgam terror at-
tack on April 22 last year, India had
taken a series of punitive measures
against Pakistan, including suspend-
ing the water-sharing framework.

Reaffirming its long-standing princi-
ple that "blood and water cannot flow
together," New Delhi has made it clear
that treaty operations will remain sus-
pended until Islamabad takes verifi-
able, irreversible action to dismantle
cross-border terror networks operat-
ing from its soil.

"This so-called Court was consti-
tuted by the World Bank in patent
breach of the terms of the Treaty and
India categorically rejects its so-called
award, just as it has firmly rejected all
prior pronouncements by this illegally
constituted body," the Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs said in a statement.

The statement also underscored that
India has never recognised the exis-
tence in law of this "illegally-consti-
tuted body", and has "consistently
maintained that the very establish-
ment of this alleged arbitral body con
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Iran targets US allies in Guif
after overnight attacks

TEHRAN, SEP o2:
Iran targeted Gulf allies of
the United States on
Wednesday, firing drones at
Kuwait and Bahrain after a
night of U.S. aerial bom-
bardment of Iran.

Iranian state media said
one of the U.S. strikes on the
country overnight struck a
wedding party, leaving at
least four people dead and
dozens wounded.

Fighting between the U.S.
and Iran has increased this
week after the U.S. hit Iran-
ian rocket launchers on an
island in the Strait of Hor-
muz on Sunday, saying Iran
was planning to use them to
shoot mines into the water-
way.

Iran retaliated by firing
missiles at American bases
in Jordan, which were all in-
tercepted.

The U.S. Central Com-
mand said the strikes fo-
cused on Iranian military
targets including air de-
fense sites, radar systems
and maritime assets.

But Iranian media said
one U.S. strike hit a home
hosting a wedding in Kuh-
estak, a small town on the
coast overlooking the Strait
of Hormuz.

Four people were killed -
two women and two chil-
dren, aged 4 and 16 - and at
least 68 were wounded, the
state news agency IRNA
said Wednesday. Just after

the strike, Ahmad Nafisi,
the province's deputy gov-
ernor, had told Iranian state
television that five people
were killed.

The U.S. military said it
was aware of the report but
that it "never targets civil-
ians."

Bahrain said its air de-
fense systems intercepted
several Iranian air attacks
early Wednesday, without
providing further details.

Iranian state media said
Iran's military  had
launched drone attacks on
U.S. bases in Bahrain and in
the United Arab Emirates in
response to the overnight
attacks.
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SC orders BCI to consult AG,
SG on policy decisions

NEW DELHI, SEP o2:
The Supreme Court today
directed Attorney General R
Venkataramani and Solici-
tor General Tushar Mehta
to participate in policy deci-
sions of the Bar Council of
India (BCI) until the statu-
tory process for reconstitut-
ing the apex bar body is
completed.

The top court was hearing
pleas challenging the legality
of Bar Council of India
(BCI) chairperson Manan
Kumar Mishra's prolonged
tenure and seeking his re-
moval from the post.

Abench comprising Chief
Justice Surya Kant and Jus-
tices Joymalya Bagchi and

V Mohana was hearing the
pleas.

"Both the Attorney Gen-
eral for India and the Solici-
tor General for India shall
be actively associated with
every policy decision taken
by the Bar Council of India,"
the bench said.

Mishra was first elected
as BCI chairman till 2012.
Although Mishra briefly
demitted office in 2014, he
returned as chairman in
November that year and has
remained in the post since
then, the plea filed by advo-
cate Yogamaya MG said.

The court made it clear
that it was not approving
Mishra's continuation in of-

fice. Justice Bagchi ob-
served that Mishra could
continue only until fresh
elections to the BCI are held
following the completion of
elections to the State Bar
Councils.

"We are not placing any
stamp of approval upon the
existing arrangement," Jus-
tice Bagchi said, adding that
routine functioning could
continue under the existing
leadership but "when a pol-
icy decision is taken, the
participation of a perma-
nent ex officio member act-
ing independently, such as
the Attorney General, is
necessary."
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Dozens of NC activists detained

outsMeJheadquarters

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, SEP o2

Dozens of ruling National
Conference activists were
detained today while at-
tempting to march towards
the BJP headquarters in
Trikuta Nagar locality here
as part of a protest seeking
restoration of statehood to
Jammu and Kashmir.

Led by provincial presi-
dent Rattan Lal Gupta, the
NC activists assembled at
the Trikuta Nagar market
and were proceeding to-
wards the nearby BJP head-
quarters to stage a gherao
when they were stopped by a
large contingent of police.

The protesters attempted

to cross the barricade but
they were stopped from
proceeding towards the BJP
office. They were subse-
quently detained by police,
officials said, adding cops
boarded them intwo wait-
ing vehicles and took them

cM

K

to the dlstrlct police hnes
effectively foiling their pro-
posed BJP office gherao.
Prominent among those
detained by police included
Gupta, provincial secretary
Sheikh Bashir Ahmad and
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SP-Cong alliance to
contest UP polls

ETAH, SEP 02: Sama-
jwadi Party national general
secretary Shivpal Singh Ya-
dav on Wednesday said the
SP-Congress alliance would
contest the 2027 Uttar
Pradesh Assembly elections
together and form a full-
majority government under
the leadership of Akhilesh
Yadav.

Speaking to reporters
here, he said the alliance
with Congress would re-
main intact for the Assem-
bly polls and expressed con-
fidence that the SP would
return to power in the state
with a clear majority.

"The SP-Congress al-
liance will contest the 2027
elections together. Under
the leadership of Akhilesh
Yadav, the SP will form a
government with a full ma
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3DSPs, 11
Inspectors promoted
to next ranks

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, SEP 02

The government today
ordered the promotion of
three DSPs to the rank of
SPs, and 11 Inspectors to the
rank of DSPs in the general
cadre of the Union Terri-
tory.

According to a home de-
partment order, the pro-
moted DSPs are: Suresh
Kumar Sharma, Nissar Ah-
mad Darzi, and Varun Jan-
dial.

Another home depart-
ment order says: "Sanction
is hereby accorded to the
promotion of 11 police In-
spectors as DSPs (general
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Work on Samba-
Battal road to start
soon; Jitendra

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, SEP 02

Union Minister Jitendra
Singh today said that work
on the Samba-Battal road
would start soon as as the
Border Road Organisation
(BRO) had allocated funds
for the restoration and re-
pair work on the strategic
road, connecting two major
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After Moscow talks, Jaishankar
all set to visit Ukraine

Discussions to cover issues of mutual interest

NEW DELHI, SEP 02:
Days after Moscow talks
and Modi-Putin meeting in
Bishkek, External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar will
travel to Ukraine and
Poland from Thursday,
meeting Ukrainian Foreign
Minister Andrii Sybiha, and
Polish Foreign Minister
&Deputy Prime Minister
Rados?aw Sikorski.

The Ministry of External
Affairs says discussions will
cover bilateral relations, re-
gional developments and is-
sues of mutual interest.

The Ukraine visit comes
as New Delhi continues to
engage both sides of the
Russia-Ukraine conflict. It
also follows a meeting be-
tween Ukraine's First
Deputy Head of the Presi-
dential Office, Sergiy Kys-
lytsya, and India's Ambas-
sador to Ukraine, Anjani
Kumar.

Kyslytsya said the talks

covered the prospects for
Ukraine-India relations and
India's potential role in ef-
forts to end Russia's war
against Ukraine.

He also referred to Modi's
recent message to Putin
that the parties must move
from an "endless war" to-
wards an "end of war", say-
ing Kyiv wanted to translate
the shared interest in peace
into concrete steps.

Modi, speaking after his
meeting with Putin in
Bishkek, reiterated India's
support for peaceful efforts
to resolve the conflict. "We
have to move from a situa-

tion of 'endless war' to 'end
of war'," he said, adding that
it was humanity's wish that
the conflict end at the earli-
est.

The remarks reinforce In-
dia's longstanding position
that the Russia-Ukraine
conflict must be addressed
through dialogue and diplo-
macy.

At the same time, the tim-
ing of Jaishankar's Kyiv
visit is significant: coming
soon after his Moscow en-
gagement and the Modi-
Putin meeting, it underlines
New Delhi's effort to main-
tain direct channels with
both capitals.

The timing is significant.
Ukraine says Russia's at-
tacks have intensified, while
the UN has recorded a
sharp civilian toll from mis-
sile and drone attacks. In-
dia's direct exposure to the
conflict is also becoming
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70,584 corruption complaints

received against govt deptts

3anks, rallways top chart

NEW DELHI, SEP 02:
More than 70,500 corrup-
tion complaints were re-
ceived against the govern-
ment bodies last year, with
banks and the Railways top-
ping the chart, according toa
report by the Central Vigi-
lance Commission (CVC).

Out of the 70,584 com-
plaints received by the chief
vigilance officers (CVOs),
who act as the distant arm
of the commission, 64,905
were disposed of as on De-
cember 31, 2025, the report
said.

"The remaining 5,679
complaints were under
process at the end of 2025,
including 2,002 for more

than three months," the
CVC annual report 2025
said.

The CVOs are expected to
complete investigations
within three months.

The Commission con-
ducts a periodical review of
complaints pending with
the CVOs to ensure their ex-
peditious disposal, the re-
port said.

A maximum of 9,933
complaints were received
by the CVOs of banks, of
which 9,520 were disposed
of and 413 were pending, in-
cluding 52 for more than
three months, it said.

The CVOs received 9,381
complaints related to the

Railways, of which 8,754
were disposed of and 627
were pending (10 for more
than three months), as on
December 31, 2025, the re-
port said.

A total of 6,531 com-
plaints were related to
housing and urban affairs
and 4,834 were against lo-
cal bodies except the Gov-
ernment of National Capi-
tal Territory of Delhi
(GNCTD).

The local bodies include
Delhi Jal Board (DJB),
Delhi State Industrial and
Infrastructure Develop-
ment Corporation Ltd (DSI-
IDC), Delhi Transco Lim
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Rijiju slams Congress for
questioning GDP numbers

NEW DELHI, SEP o2:
Attacking the Congress for
questioning India's GDP
numbers, Union minister
Kiren Rijiju on Wednesday
asked if the opposition
party wasin a "state of deep
intoxication" or had become
"so swayed by their blind
loathing of India's growth
that they lost touch with
ground reality".

Hemadetheremarksina
post on X in reply to a post
by Kerala Congress, which
said, "Nobody believes the
fake story anymore. The
world can see through the
fakery."

The Kerala Congress also
posted an image of a beer
mug showing the Indian
economy as the actual lig-

uid and the official GDP
numbers as fizz.

"Is the Congress in a state
of deep intoxication due to
drinking too much beer or
Congressmen are so swayed
by their blind loathing of In-
dia's growth that they have
lost touch with the ground
reality?" Rijiju said.

India's economy grew at a
faster-than-expected 7.8
per cent in the April-June

quarter, showing resilience
against concerns of an eco-
nomic downturn over the
war in West Asia.

Gross domestic product
(GDP) growth in the first
quarter of the 2026-27 fis-
cal slowed from a barn-
storming 8.6 per cent in the
previous quarter, but re-
mained well above expecta-
tions when the conflict
erupted and disrupted en-
ergy markets.

Earlier in the day, the
Congress cited former fi-
nance secretary Subhash
Chandra Garg's remarks on
GDP numbers to attack the
Modi government, saying it
must understand that "PR
can polish the picture" of
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Ex-servicemen deserve highest
respect: Kavinder

HAMIRPUR, SEP o2:
Interacting with the mem-
bers of Directorate of Sainik
Welfare and Ex-servicemen
here, Himachal Pradesh
Governor &Rajya Sainik
Board president Kavinder
Gupta today said ex-ser-
vicemen deserve the highest
respect for their dedicated
service to the nation.

He also took note of vari-
ous issues concerning their
welfare and well-being.

Brig (retd) Madan Sheel
Sharma, Director, Direc-
torate of Sainik Welfare,
Hamirpur, apprised the
governor of various issues
being faced by ex-service-
men and their families.

He also briefed him about
the status of the pending
construction of the Sha-
heedi Smarak at Hamirpur
which was started in 2023.

The director told the gov-
ernor that the last meeting
of Rajya Sainik Board was
held in 2016, and apprised

him of the need to convene
the board meeting to review
and address matters con-
cerning the welfare of ex-
servicemen and their fami-
lies.

Gupta gave a patient
hearing to the concerns
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