Assembly goes
paperless

The government has
directed all administrative
departments to transition
all legislative work to the

National e-Vidhan
Application (NeVA) portal
ahead of the assembly's

upcoming Autumn
Session starting
September 21.

Under a circular

issued by the department
of law, justice, and parlia-
mentary affairs, govern-
ment bills, legislative pro-
posals, assembly ques-
tions from MLAs, and
official replies will now be
submitted, tracked, and
processed digitally to
ensure completely paper-
less functioning.
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Police, excise officers
empowered to
intensify anti-drug drive

In a major push to
crack down on narcotics
trafficking, the adminis-
tration  has  autho-
risedgazetted officers of
police, excise depart-
ments, and key adminis-
trative &revenue officers,
to exercise search,
seizure, and arrest powers
under section 41(2) of
NDPSAct, 1985.

A home department
notification issued in this
regard says: "In exercise
ofpowers conferred by

Cont.on P9 >

NIA court
rejects school

teacher's bail

A Special NIA Court has
rejected the bail applica-
tion of a private school
teacher who was arrested a
few years ago for providing
shelter, food and logistical
support to Hizbul
Mujahideen terrorists in
the Doda-Kishtwar region.

The court, presided over
by Special Judge Prem
Sagar, dismissed the bail
plea of Tanveer Ahmad
Malik, observing that the
material on record prima
facie indicated his involve-
ment in unlawful and ter-
ror-related activities.
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ITR filing for
AY2T touches
record 7.8 cr

NEW DELHI, SEP o1:
Arecord over 7.8 crore ITRs
have been filed for assess-
ment year (AY) 2026-27 till
August 31, the income tax
department said on Tues-
day.

Last year, over 7.3 crore
income tax returns (ITRs)
were filed by September 16,
2025, the extended deadline
for filing returns for non-au-
dit cases for AY 2025-26.

"Arecord 7.8 crore+ ITRs
have been filed for AY 2026-
27 as on August 31,2026,"
the I-T department said in a
X post.

This also includes over 5.9
crore ITR-1 and ITR-2,
which were filed by the du
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Saxena flags off
inaugural Ladakh

Bike Week

LEH, SEP 01: LG Vinai
Kumar Saxena today
flagged off the inaugural
edition of "Ladakh Bike
Week 2026", showcas-
ingthe UT's growing stature
as a premier motorcycling
and high-altitude adventure
tourism destination.

It was organised by the
department of tourism,
Ladakh.

Ladakh's dramatic moun
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SCO must work unitedly to
dismantle terror ecosystem: Modi
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Says there can't be any room for double standards

menace.

His comments on the need for deal-
ing with terrorism assumed signifi-
cance as they came amid New Delhi's
relentless efforts to corner Pakistan on
cross-border terrorist activities.

"We must put up a united effort to
dismantle the entire ecosystem sup-
porting terrorism, including financ-
ing, recruitment, radicalisation and
safe havens,"the prime minister said
in his address at the annual SCO sum-
mit in this Kyrgyz capital city in the
presence of Pakistan prime minister

Shehbaz Sharif.

"We must speak in one voice that
there can be no place for double stan-
dards in dealing with terrorism,"he

added.

Modi urged SCOto confront coun-

BISHKEK, SEP o01: Asserting
that the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) must work
unitedly to dismantle the entire
ecosystem of terrorism as well
as its financing, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi today said that
there can't be any room for dou-
ble standards in combating the

grouping.

tries that use terrorism as an "instru-
ment of state policy" and reject "double
standards" in the fight against terror
financing and recruitment, in remarks
seen as a direct reference to Pakistan,
which is also the next chair of the

"Terrorism continues to pose a seri-
ous challenge to humanity as a whole.
In the fight against terrorism, we can-
not remain confined to an action-re-
action approach," he said.

"We must send a strong message to
countries that use terrorism as an in-
strument of policy and provide safe
haven and support to terrorists that

terrorism can never be a strategic asset
for anyone," Modi added.

Though he did not name Pakistan,
his remarks were widely seen as a crit-
icism of Islamabad's support for vari-
ous terrorist groups targeting India.
The prime minister also expressed
concern over the continuing crisis in
West Asia, saying conflicts in one re-
gion can have consequences far be-
yond theirimmediate borders.

The prime minister said that all
wars and conflicts in the world must
be resolved through dialogue and
diplomacy as no solution can be found
on battlefields.

Modi also stressed that connectivity
projects must respect the sovereignty
and territorial integrity of all coun-

tries, remarks seen as an oblique ref-

tive.

UN chief highlights global
security, climate action

BISHKEK, SEP o1:
United Nations Deputy Sec-
retary-General Antonio
Guterres, in his remarks at
the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation Summit in
Bishkek on Tuesday, em-
phasised the critical need to
reform outdated global in-
stitutions to reflect modern
geopolitical realities and
champion a truly multipo-
lar world order.

Calling the UN's long-
standing collaboration with
the SCO an essential pillar
of multilateralism, Guterres
highlighted four vital areas
where global governance
must adapt: global security,
financing for development,
climate action, and artificial

=
intelligence governance.
He stated that "Multipo-
larity is a condition for jus-
tice in global governance
and international relations"
and serves as "the best sup-
port for effective multilater-
alism and for a United Na-
tions at the service of all
without double standards in
line with the Charter."
Noting that multilateral
organisations still reflect

the situation of 1945, Guter-
res stressed that "We must
reform our multilateral in-
stitutions, including the
United Nations and the
Bretton Woods system, to
reflect today's realities, and
increase the representation
and influence of developing
countries to build a just
world order."

Highlighting the UN's
longstanding collaboration
with the Shanghai Cooper-
ation Organisation as an
important pillar of multilat-
eralism, he outlined four
key areas where global gov-
ernance is at stake.

Regarding global secu-
rity, the UN noted that "The
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Major reshuffle in admin; 136
officers transferred, posted

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, SEP o

In a major administrative
reshuffle, the government
today ordered the transfers
and postings of 134 JKAS
and two other senior offi-
cers.

As per a GAD order,
Shahbaz Ahmad Mirza,
member, J&KSpecial Tri-
bunal, is transferred and
posted as secretary, J&K
Public Service Commission,
against anavailable va-
cancy.

Gulzar Ahmad Dar, Spe-
cial Secretary, Planning,
Development and Monitor-
ingDepartment, under or-
ders of transfer as Addl-
tionalDistrict Development
Commissioner, Kupwara,

istransferred and posted as
Special Secretary, Coopera-
tives Department.

Rifat Kohli, Special Secre-
tary, Housing and Urban
DevelopmentDepartment,
istransferred and posted as
ChiefOperating Officer, Hi-
mayat.

Bhumesh Sharma, Secre-
tary, J&K AdvisoryBoard
for Development of Kisans,
is transferred andposted as
Secretary, J&K Advisory
Board forDevelopment of
Pahari Speaking People.

Khalid Majeed, awaiting
orders ofadjustment in the
General AdministrationDe-
partment, is posted as Spe-
cial Secretary, School Edu-
cation Department.

Kanta Devi, Regional Di-

rector, Survey andLand
Records (ex-officio Settle-
ment Officer), Jammu,is
transferred and posted as
Special Secretary, Health
and Medical EducationDe-
partment.

Rajinder Singh, Special
Secretary, Agriculture Pro-
duction Department, is-
transferred and posted as
Special Secretary, Depart-
ment of Disaster Manage-
ment,Relief, Rehabilitation
and Reconstruction.

Sanjay Gupta, Additional
Secretary, Mining Depart-
ment, is transferred and-
posted as Additional Secre-
tary, Department of Forest,
Ecology and Environment.

Amarjeet Singh, Special
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Congress accuses Modi govt
of weakening MGNREGA

NEW DELHI, SEP o1:
The Congress today accused
the Modi government of
dismantling MGNREGA,
calling it the "lifeline" of the
country's poor, and alleged
that the new rural employ-
ment law was aimed at tak-
ing away the employment
guarantee provided to
workers.

Congress general secre-
tary in-charge communica-
tions Jairam Ramesh
shared a media report on X
claiming that job card hold-
ersin Uttar Pradesh's Ballia
district were becoming disil-
lusioned with the Viksit
Bharat-Guarantee for Roz-
gar and Ajeevika Mission
(Gramin) (VB-G RAM G),
with departmental data re-

flecting the trend.

"The Modi government
has destroyed the lifeline of
the country's poor, MGN-
REGA, in the name of ' VBG
RAM G'. The BJP made
grand speeches in Parlia-
ment, but on the ground, all
those claims are proving to
be empty hot air," he said in
his postin Hindi on X.

Ramesh said the concerns
raised by the Congress
when the scheme was re-
placed were now becoming
evident. He alleged that the
government had deliber-
ately sought to end MGN-
REGA, a key poverty allevia-
tion programme, through
the newlegislation.

"This was not just a mat-
ter of changing the name; it

™M K

was a calculated conspiracy
to snatch away the employ-
ment guarantee of the
poor," Ramesh alleged.

Citing Ballia figures, he
said that against a target of
1.76 lakh man-days of work,
only 10,669 days of employ-
ment were provided over
two months. He claimed
similar trends were being
witnessed across districts.

"In this back-breaking era
of inflation, snatching the
last morsel of bread from
the poor to fill the coffers of
crony capitalists is the real
policy of the anti-poor Modi
government," he said.

The Congress has de-
manded the repeal of the
VB-GRAM G Actand

Cont. on P9 >

erence to China's Belt and Road Initia-

The prime minister also said that
there can be no solution to wars and
conflicts on battle field and they must
be resolved through dialogue and
diplomacy. He also said that India
supports all efforts that connect mar
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JMC initiative

brings Takri Script

back to Iife_

!

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, SEP 01

Reconnecting the
younger generation with the
linguistic heritage of Dug-
gar heartland, the JMC's
widely acclaimed initiative
has made the Takri Script,
which had almost faded
from the memories of Jam-
muites, visible on the city
roads.

The civicbody has
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Nepal flash

floods death toll

Crosses 1,050

KATHMANDU, SEP
01: The death toll in the
devastating flash floods on
the China-Nepal border has
crossed 1,050, with nearly
4,000 people missing.

Security forces are recov-
ering more bodies from
eight districts of the coun-
try, officials said. "Around
4,000 people remain miss-
ing, while nearly 12,000
have been rescued," the Na-
tional Disaster Risk Reduc-
tion and Management Au-
thority (NDRRMA) said.

Nepal's Prime Minister
Balendra Shah today said
that the devastating flood
that entered Rasuwa
through the Bhotekoshi
River bordering Tibet last
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SC pushes for
62-yr retirement age

of judicial officers

NEW DELHI, SEP o1:
The Supreme Court today
asked all states and UTs to
consider enhancing the age
of superannuation of judi-
cial officers in the district ju-
diciary to 62 years.

Abench comprising Chief
Justice Surya Kant and Jus-
tices Joymalya Bagchi and
V Mohana said that enhanc-
ing the age of retirement
would not create an addi-
tional financial burden on
states as they are already in
service.

Rejecting the submis-
sions against the proposal
from a few states, where re-
tirement age is either 58 or
60 years for other public
servants, the CJI said that
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LG calls for aggressive push t
crush emerging terror threats

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, SEP 01

Calling for an aggressive
push to crush emerging ter-
ror threats in the Union
Territory, LG Manoj Sinha
today instructed the author-
ities concerned to maintain a
sustained pressure on ter-
ror networks, asserting that
"public trust is vital to secu-
rity apparatus'.

"Public trust is vital to se-
curity apparatus,” he said
while chairing a high-level

tal to security apparatus

security review meeting
with senior officials.

In the meeting, the LG as-
sessed the security appara-
tus and strategic prepared-
ness across the Union
Territory of Jammu &Kash-
mir.

He instructed senior offi-
cers to maintain sustained
pressure on terror networks
and enhance ground-level
operational synergy, calling
for an aggressive area dom-
ination strategy to deci-
sively eliminate emerging
terror threats.

Sinha directed the senior
police officers to foster di-
rect engagement with pub-
lic, designating specific
hours for citizen interaction
and grievance redressal.

Reviewing the depart-
ment's functioning at police
station level, the LG under-
scored the necessity of
transparent, impartial and
sensitive complaint han-
dling, directing officers to
conduct investigations with
absolute professionalism.
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As hostilities flare again, US
launches fresh strikes on Iran

WASHINGTON, SEP
o1: As hostilities flared
again between the two
countries after a month
without any military action,
the US launched new air
strikes on Iranian targets on
Tuesday, quashing hopes
that an exchange of fire last
weekend might not presage
a wider renewal of hostili-
ties.

US Central Command
said the strikes "follow re-
cent attempted attacks by
the IRGC against commer-
cial shipping in the Strait of
Hormuz and against Amer-
ican service members de-
ployed to the region."

On Sunday, the US mili-
tary said it struck rocket
launchers on Larak Island

in the Strait of Hormuz.
Iran responded by launch-
ing missiles at US sites in
Jordan, which were inter-
cepted, while United Arab
Emirates said it stopped an
Iranian drone over its wa-
ters.

US President Donald
Trump acknowledged that
more strikes might be nec-
essary.

He asserted that the US
and Israeli bombardment
had left Iran "a failed na-
tion." He said that much of
its political leadership had
been killed, Iran's economy
was staggered by surging in-
flation and its military dev-
astated.

"That doesn't mean we
won't smack them," Trump

told reporters. "We'll see
what happens.”

The US and Iran have
been engaged in an inter-
mittent war for more than
six months, with the recent
lull in fighting lasting a
month. A return to open
conflict would be dangerous
for the region, where Iran
has targeted US military
bases and infrastructure in
Gulf countries since the war
began.

Iranian state TV reported
the sound of explosions in
the southern port city of
Bandar Abbas but did not
provide details.

The renewed fighting also
comes after Trump ap-
peared to pivot last month
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ammu tackles congestion

______ Jammu'tackles’congestion _
Parade, SMGS hospital set for

major parking upgrades

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, SEP o1

In a major push to ease
traffic congestion and park-
ing woes in the old Jammu
city, Parade and SMGS
Hospital at Shalamar are set
for major parking upgrades
as housing &urban develop-
ment department has
granted administrative ap-
proval for the two major
multi-level parking projects
worth Rs 49.34 crunder the
2026-27 Capex Budget.

The approved works in-
clude the construction of a
parking-cum-commercial
complex at Parade at an esti-

mated cost of Rs 24.06 cr,
and a multi-level car park-
ing facility at SMGS Hospital
atacostof Rs25.27cr.

"In exercise of powers
vested under SO222 of Au-
gust 10, 2026, issued by the
finance department, ad-
ministrative approval is
hereby accorded to the two
projects," says a govern-
ment order issued in this re-
gard.

"The AAA is subject to the
availability of funds and
shall not be construed as an
authorisation to spend
money which is not pro-
vided for, in the budget," the
order says.

"It shall be ensured that a

need assessment, cost-ben-
efit analysis, preliminary
site investigations, and en-
vironmental & social impact
assessments, as applicable,
have been completedand
that all requisite statutory
and regulatory approvals &
clearances have been ob-
tained prior to commence-
ment of works," the order
says.

"It shall also be ensured
that the primary stakehold-
ers have been duly con-
sulted during the plan-
ningand design stage and
that a feasibility report, im-
plementation schedule and
framework forman integral
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Hindu girl forcibly married to Muslim,
handed back to parents by Pak court

LAHORE, SEP o1: A
court in Pakistan handed
over a Hindu girl back to her
parents after she was al-
legedly lured into a relation-
ship by a Muslim man and
subsequently pressured to
convert to Islam and marry
him.

Reeta, 21, a resident of
Rana Rajput Colony in
Khipro tehsil of Sindh's
Sanghar district, had gone
missing from her home-
town last week, according to
a complaint registered by
her brother Ravi Shankar.

Shankar alleged that
CCTV footage from the fam-
ily's residence showed
unidentified individuals

taking his sister away along
with valuables and mobile
phones on August 24.

According to the com-
plaint, Reeta was taken to
Gujranwala in Punjab,
some 80 kms from Lahore,
where she was pressured
into converting to Islam and
marrying Nazeer Hussain,
who was already married.

Punjab police later recov-
ered Reeta and produced
her before a judicial magis-
trate on Monday.

During the proceedings,
the investigating officer re-
quested the court to place
Reeta in Darul Aman, a
state-run shelter, claiming
that she was unwilling to re-

turn to her parents.

"However, her lawyers,
Asad Jamal and Kheta
Ram, opposed the request
and told the court that
Reeta wished to return
home with her brother, who
was present in the court-
room," a court official said
on Tuesday.

The magistrate asked
Reeta to record her state-
ment under oath.

"In her statement, Reeta
said that she wanted to re-
turn to her parents' home of
her own free will," he said.

The court subsequently
allowed her to leave with
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