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Masked men rob Cong leader Alka
Lamba’s father's home In Delhi

NEW DELHI, AUG 30:
Congress leader Alka took
away his savings and jew-
elleryfather's home in west
Delhi's Tagore Garden was
allegedly burgled, with three
masked men breaking into
the house and escaping with
cash and jewellery, police
said on Sunday.

The incident was alleged
captured in a CCTV camera
installed at the property,
with the purported footage —
showing masked men enter-
ing the premises and later
fleeing on amotorcycle—go-
ing viral on social media plat-
forms.

According to officials, the
incident took place in C-
Block, Tagore Garden, under
Rajouri Garden police sta-
tion area. A case has been
registered in this connection,
and police are examining
CCTV footage from the
premises and surrounding
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areas to trace the suspects.
According to Lamba, pres-

ident of All India Mahila

Congress, three masked men

entered her father's house
early Sunday and took away
his savings and jewellery.
She said her father, 88 years

of age, is safe. Indianews up-
dates

"The CCTV footage in-
stalled at father's house re-
veals everything. Three
masked men enter the house
and, after clearing everything
out in 10 minutes, flee on a
single bike," Lambasaid ina
poston X.

Lamba, expressed concern
over the safety of residentsin
the capital and urged police
to examine CCTV cameras
installed in surrounding area
totrack the suspects.

"If the police wish, they can
easily reach the criminals by
investigating every CCTV
camera. Thefirstlink has al-
ready been handed over to
the police," she said.

Police said the matter is
being investigated. Further
details, including the exact
value of the stolen cash and
jewellery, are awaited.

Punjab Police constable from Ferozepur
wins Rs 7-crore Rakhi Bumper jackpot

FEROZEPUR, AUG 30:
A routine lottery purchase
during a visit to the city
turned into a life-changing
windfall for 28-year-old Pun-
jab Police constable Gurpreet
Singh, whose ticket won the
Rs 7-crore first prize in the
Rakhi Bumper Draw.

A resident of Malwal Ka-
diamvillage in Ferozepur dis-
trict, Gurpreet joined the
Punjab Police as a constable
in 2022 and is currently
posted on 112 duty, respond-
ing to emergency calls seek-
ing police assistance. He had
bought the ticket during a
routine visit to the city for
some work, without imagin-
ing that it would win the
bumper prize.

The news triggered cele-
brationsat his residence, with
relatives, friends and villagers
turning up to congratulate
him.

Gurpreet comes from a
modest family. His father,
Darshan Singh, served as a

before retiring in 2019. Gur-
preet is one of four siblings
and has two married sisters
andabrother.

For Gurpreet, the news
came while he was perform-
ing sewa at Gurdwara Vajid-
pur Sahib on Sunday morn-
ing. Itwas there that he learnt
that his ticket number had
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“It is nothing short of a
dream come true. | had pur-
chased the lottery ticket rou-
tinely when I had gone to the
city. I never imagined that
this ticket would bring me a
Rs 7-crore windfall,” Gur-
preet said. The win has also
brought unexpected excite-
ment to the lottery outlet that

sold the ticket. The owner of N
K Agency at Udham Singh
Chowk, Trilok Singh, and his
team have been celebrating
since learning that their ticket
had fetched the bumper
prize.

“This is the first time that
someone in this border town
has won such a huge lottery
prize,” said Trilok Singh.

Army aviators carry out daring rescue at
18,600 feet near Nun-Kun mountains in Kargil

CHANDIGARH, AUG
30: In adaring rescue mis-
sion at 18,600 feet near the
Nun-Kun mountains in the
Kargil region, Indian Army
Aviation pilots evacuated a
casualty from an extremely
challenging slope with no
landing space and strong
winds.

The Army employed Chee-
tah helicopters for the rescue
mission.

With the helicopter light-
ened by removing non-es-
sential equipmentand carry-
ing limited fuel, the aviators
executed the evacuation with
exceptional precision,
courage and determination,
including a critical landing
with one skid touching the
slope, according to the Army.

“The mission, undertaken
at the last available landing
window of the day, standsas a
testament to the skill,
courage and compassion of
Indian Army Aviation,” the
Leh-based Fire and Fury
Corpssaid.

Located above the Suru
Valley, roughly 250 km east
of Srinagar along the Jammu
and Kashmir-Ladakh bor-
der, the twin peaks of Nun
and Kun rise over 23,000
feet above sea level. At
23,409 feet, Nunis the high-
est peak in this part of the Hi-
malayan range west of the
Zanskar region.

Rescue missions are regu-
larly undertaken in the
mountains by the Army Avia-
tion Corps, equipped with
Cheetah and Dhruv heli-
copters, as well as the IAF.
The helicopters often oper-
ateatthe outer limits of their

flight parameters while deal-
ing with extreme altitude,
rugged terrain, adverse
weather and rarefied air.
Besides military person-
nel, the Army and IAF are of-
ten called upon to rescue
civilians travelling in remote
areas of Ladakh. Many civil-

ians get stranded due to nat-
ural calamities such as land-
slides and avalanches, or re-
quire evacuation because of
medical emergencies arising
from low oxygen levels and
inclement weather condi-
tions characteristic of the re-
gion.

Evacuated casualties are

broughttobasessuchasLeh
and Kargil. In serious cases,
patients are airlifted by fixed-
wing aircraft to larger cities
such as Chandigarh, Srina-
gar or Jammu, where ad-
vanced medical facilities are
available.

Punjab govt employees to intensify
stir; plan mass Ieave on Sept 8

CHANDIGARH, AUG
30: The standoff between
Punjab governmentemploy-
ees and the state government
issetto escalate in the coming
days with employee organi-
sations under the banner of
the Punjab Sanjha Mulazam
Manch on Sunday announc-
ing a series of protests and
demonstrations from Sep-
tember through October.

The decision was taken
during a meeting held at
Bachat Bhawan in Ludhiana.

It was decided to hold dis-
trict-level gatherings on Sep-
tember 6, followed by a state-
wide mass leave on
September 8. On September
12 and 13, employees will
stage demonstrations out-
side the residences of minis-
ters.

A massive rally has also
been scheduled in Sangrur
on October 10. Employees
will go on mass casual leave
again on October 21 and 22.

The unionsalso unveileda
campaign titled “Return of
the Chief Minister from
Chandigarh Secretariat to
Village Satoj”, symbolising
their demand to push the
Chief Minister out of the Sec-
retariat until their demands
aremet.

Employees have further
decided to set up a symbolic

“Employees’ Assembly” in
Chandigarh on September
30 and will invite all 117
MLAs and 13 MPs to attend.
Seats will be arranged for
them, and they will be ques-
tioned directly on issues con-
cerning employees and pen-
sioners.

The coordination commit-
tee has also declared solidar-
ity with the Samyukt Kisan
Morcha (SKM) and decided
to participate in the farmers’
protest scheduled in Chandi-
garh from September 1to7.

The standoff between the
employees and the govern-
ment began on August 27,
when more than three lakh
governmentemployees par-

ticipated in a mass casual
leave.

On the same day, a meet-
ing between Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann and em-
ployee representatives was
scheduled in Jalandhar but
was cancelled after the Chief
Minister stated that talks
would be held only if the
unions called off their strike.
The episode sparked wide-
spread anger among em-
ployees, who said they felt
humiliated and ignored.

Meanwhile, administra-
tive secretaries and heads of
departments were directed
on Saturday to issue show-
cause notices to employees
found absent without autho-

risation, further escalatlng
the agitation.

Employees have been
protesting over their long-
pending demands, which in-
clude the release of pending
Dearness Allowance (DA) in-
stalments and arrears,
restoration of the Old Pen-
sion Scheme (OPS), regular-
isation of contractual em-
ployees, extension  of
standard Punjab pay scales
to staff recruited after July
17,2020, implementation of
minimum wages for mid-day
meal, ASHA and Anganwadi
workers, and restoration of
the Assured Career Progres-
sion (ACP) scheme, among
other demands.

Delay in SpiceJet Amritsar-Dubal flight
sparks outcry, 300 passengers stranded

AMRITSAR, AUG 30:
An hours-long delay of a
SpiceJet flight from Amritsar
to Dubai triggered anger and
protests at Sri Guru Ram
Dass Jee International Air-
port here on Sunday, with
nearly 300 passengers left
stranded for hours and
many questioning the air-
line’s handling of the situa-
tion.

Theflight was scheduled to
depart at 8.40 am, but pas-
sengers said there was no de-
parture at the scheduled
time. The departure was
later rescheduled to 11 am,
only for passengers to be in-
formed at the airline counter
that the flight was likely to
leave around 2.30 am the
nextday, forcing themto face
anovernight wait.

Frustrated passengers
gathered at the SpiceJdet
counter, demanding clear in-
formation and proper
arrangements during the
prolonged delay. Several al-
leged that they were repeat-
edly given revised departure
timings without a satisfac-
tory explanation.

The ordeal was particu-
larly difficult for families
travellingwith children. One
woman passenger said she
asked airline staff where she

could feed her infant after be-
ing made to wait for hours.
“My baby is on breastfeed.
I have to feed my child. Tell
me where | should sit and
feed the baby,” she said.
ADVERTISEMENT
Several passengers, in-
cluding women and chil-
dren, were seen waiting in
the open and sitting in the
sunattheairport. The situa-
tion aggravated tempers,
with travellers raising slo-
gansagainsttheairline.
According to passengers,
nearly 300 travellers were af-

fected.

Passengers questioned
why adequate arrangements
had not been made for those
forced to wait for so long,
particularly families with in-
fants, children and elderly
travellers. They also de-
manded greater trans-
parency and timely commu-
nication regarding flight
disruptions.

Among them was Anchal
Sood, who had travelled
from Ludhiana with her six-
year-old daughter to board
the flight. She said they had

reached Amritsar by taxi after
being informed that the
flightwould departaround 8
am. The departure was sub-
sequently pushed to 11 am
before passengers received a
message stating that the
flight would now leave
around 2 am the following
day.

The airport duty officer
said the SpiceJet flight from
Dubai had arrived nearly five
hours late, leading to the dis-
ruption. The issue was re-
solved and operations nor-
malised around 2.15 pm.

Haryana to digitally track every pregnancy
through 'SAMRIDDHI' portal

CHANDIGARH, AUG 30: In a
major push towards strengthening ma-
ternal and child healthcare, the
Haryana Government has decided to
digitally monitor every pregnant
woman in the state through a new tech-
nology-driven platform, ‘SAMRIDDHI’
(Systematic Assistance, Monitoring and
Referral for Improved Delivery and
Health Interventions).

The initiative seeks to create a com-
prehensive digital ecosystem that tracks
a woman's health from pregnancy to
childbirth and the post-partum period,
enabling early intervention and timely
medical care.

Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini de-
clared that the SAMRIDDHI portal, a
state-level command centre and a dedi-
cated 102 Maternal and Child Health
Call Centre would be integrated through
modern technology to ensure continu-
ous monitoring of pregnant women,
particularly those facing high-risk preg-
nancies.

The launch of SAMRIDDHI comes at
atime when Haryana s striving to fur-
ther improve maternal and newborn

health outcomes.

According to the health ministry’s lat-
est Sample Registration System (SRS)
bulletin, Haryana's Maternal Mortality
Ratio (MMR) declined from 106 mater-
nal deaths per one lakh live births in
2018-20 to 89 in 2020-22, but re-
mained staticat 89 in 2021-2023.

Maternal mortality and newborn
deaths often stem from delays in identi-
fying complications, inadequate follow-
up care and poor referral systems. By
creating a statewide digital monitoring
network, the government hopes to en-
sure that no pregnancy remains un-
tracked and no high-risk case goes unno-
ticed. The move is aimed at reducing
maternal and neonatal mortality while
improving access to quality healthcare
across Haryana.

Digital record for every pregnancy

Under the initiative, every pregnant
woman in the state will be compulsorily
registered and issued a unique SAM-
RIDDHI ID, allowing her entire preg-
nancy-related health record to be main-
tained on asingle digital platform. The
system will cover women receiving

treatment in government hospitals, pri-
vate hospitals and medical colleges.

Officials said the digital identity
would ensure that regardless of where
awoman seeks treatment, her health
data can be accessed and updated seam-
lessly, creating a comprehensive and
continuous record of her pregnancy
journey.

Special focus on high-risk pregnan-
cies

One of the key features of the system is
the early identification and monitoring
of high-risk pregnancies. The portal will
generate alerts and reminders for Auxil-
iary Nurse Midwives (ANMSs), doctors
and health officials regarding essential
examinations, expected delivery dates,
follow-up visits and referral require-
ments.

Women with normal pregnancies will
be contacted periodically, while those
identified as high-risk will be monitored
more closely. As the expected delivery
date approaches, the frequency of mon-
itoring will increase, enabling health-
care workers to respond swiftly toemer-
genciesand complications.



