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Can't punish
students for asking
questions: SC judge

Supreme Court judge
Ujjal Bhuyan on Sunday
said that students express-
ing a different point of view
or asking questions cannot
be threatened with punitive
action, as such an approach
is unconstitutional and a
misuse of power.

Justice Bhuyan said a
university should be a place
where "established posi-
tions" can be "examined
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Police attach
house

Police today attached
a residential house linked
with an alleged narco-
offender in Kashmir's
Shopian district.

"As part of the ongo-
ing crackdown on narco-
related activities, Shopian
police have attached a res-
idential house valued at
Rs 16.77 lakh belonging to
Hilal Ahmad Dar, in Vehil
area, under the provisions
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Ladakh's development
must Ievera?e unique
strengths: NITI Aayog

NITI  Aayog  Vice
Chairman Ashok K Lahiri
has emphasised that
Ladakh's  development
strategy should build on its
unique strengths, includ-
ing its natural resources,
cultural heritage and
renewable-energy poten-
tial.

He stressed that these
advantages must be har-
nessed in a manner that
ensures environmental
sustainability and gener-
ates livelihood opportuni
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2,63L appear
in NEET-PG

NEW DELHI, AUG
30: The NEET-PG 2026
was successfully conducted
for more than 2.63 lakh
candidates across the coun-
try on Sunday, but the ex-
amination could not be
completed at two centres in
Rajasthan's Jaipur due to
an internal power failure.

The National Board of Ex-
aminations in Medical Sci-
ences (NBEMS) has sched-
uled a re-examination for
the affected candidates in
Jaipur at 3 pm on Septem-
ber 5, according to a notice
issued by it.

The NBEMS has also
called an immediate meet
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AFs Civilian
Employees' delegation
meets Jitendra

NEW DELHI, AUG
30: Union MinisterJiten-
dra Singhtoday held an in-
teraction with a delegation
of Armed Forces HQ Asso-
ciation, during which vari-
ous demands and service-

related  concerns  of
employees were discussed.
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NEW DELHI, AUG 30: Empha-
sising the need for a collective
push towards 'drug-free India,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
today urged youth to take up
'creative efforts’ in support of
the national campaign against
drug abuse, including on social

media.

He termed it a noble mission, under-
lining that drug addiction does not just
engulf a single individual but their en-
tire family, and society had to bear the
consequences, even as he sought to
commend those raising awareness
against drugs and stepping forward to
help individuals struggling with addic-

tion.

"Can you come up with a powerful
slogan for a drug-free India? Can our
young musicians create songs that

'Mann Ki Baat'

Modi calls for collective push
towards 'Drug-Free India’

bsite

|l
|

| “["WHL

convey the mess

age of a drug-free life?
Can students and theatre groups write
touching short plays that highlight the
dangers of drugs while also showing
the path to recovery? Our country has
no shortage of excellent content cre-
ators. I urge them to create content in
various languages that helps society in
this endeavour," the prime minister

said.

India, Uzbekistan upgrade ties to
comprehensive strategic partnership

Set USD 5 bn trade target

TASHKENT, AUG 30:
India and Uzbekistan on
Sunday decided to elevate
their ties to a comprehen-
sive strategic partnership
and set a target of USD 5 bil-
lion in annual trade by
2030, following talks be-
tween Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Uzbek
President Shavkat Mirziy-
oyev.

The two sides inked 11
agreements for boosting en-
gagement in several key sec-

tors, including mining and
tourism and agreed to es-
tablish a framework for
long-term supply of Ura-
nium from Uzbekistan to
India in line with coopera-
tion in the civil-nuclear en-
ergy sector.

The Modi-Mirziyoyev
talks focused on expanding
cooperation in areas of
trade, investment, infra-
structure, critical minerals,
mining, defence and secu-
rity, agriculture, pharma-

ceuticals, health, informa-
tion technology, digital pub-
licinfrastructure, including
UPI and education.

The two sides also set a
target of USD 5 billion in
annual bilateral trade by
2030, Modi said in his press
statement. The current vol-
ume of bilateral trade be-
tween the two nations is
over USD 1 billion.

Both the leaders an-
nounced elevating the In
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India’s growth to stay above
7 pc in FY27: Sitharaman

NEW DELHI, AUG
30: Stating that the country
was continuing the pace
recorded in the years since
the Covid-19 pandemic,
Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Sunday said India was likely
to sustain economic growth
of 7 per cent or more in
2026-27 (FY27).

"Since then (Covid), we
have Dbeen sustaining
growth at 7 per cent or
more. This year too our
growth will be in that
range," she said while ad-
dressing the Indian dias-

pora in Chicago, United
States.

India was likely to main-
tain its growth momentum
despite geopolitical uncer-
tainties and supply-chain
disruptions following the
US-Iran conflict and the

closure of the Strait of Hor-
muz, Sitharaman added.

"Continuously keeping in
touch with global uncer-
tainties as much as under-
standing India's own re-
quirements have kept us
floating. Whereas many
countries are completely
disturbed, their calculations
have gone haywire," she
said.

"We have set ourselves a
certain target, which is to
bring the borrowing down
to the 50 pclevel of GDP by
2030. Therefore, I will be
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Turkey, Saudi Arabia, Pak to
hold first defence pact meeting

NEW DELHI, AUG
30: Top officials from
Turkey, Saudi Arabia and
Pakistan will gather in Is-
tanbul on Monday for a first
committee meeting under
thejoint defence accord that
they signed this month.

The "Mecca Joint De-
fence Agreement", signed
on August 7, brought to-
gether Sunni Muslim USal-
lies concerned by the Iran
war and regional conflict
that has led to Iranian mis-
sile fire on Gulf oil ex-
porters.

It is intended to
strengthen collective deter-
rence against any act of ag-
gression and stipulates that
an armed attack against any
of the three would be re-
garded as an attack on all,
similar to NATO's Article 5
collective defence clause.

Foreign and defence min-
isters, as well as the chiefs of
staff, of the three countries
will attend the meeting in
Istanbul,a Turkish foreign
ministry source said.

"International security is-
sues will be on the agenda,"

the source said, with discus-
sions expected to cover en-
hancing defence capabili-
ties, greater interoperability
among their armed forces
and deepening cooperation
in the defence industry, in-
cluding joint production
and development.

The three nations share
concerns about the military
stances of Israel and revolu-
tionary Shi'ite Iran, as long-
time ally the U.S. struggles
to contain regional up-
heaval that has caused a
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He highlighted Mumbai-based Kr-
ishna Seshadri's initiative, India's In-
teractive Historical Atlas, to make the
country's history more accessible and
interesting. He also urged citizens, es-
pecially young people and content cre-
ators, to contribute to the campaign
for a drug-free Bharat.

In the 137th episode of his monthly
radio programme Mann Ki Baat, PM
Modi spoke on Seshadri's initiative,
'BharatRajya’ saying, "You go to this
website, choose any one year, and you
will get to know who ruled which part
of Bharat at that time. This was done
by Mumbai's Krishna Sheshadri."

He said he came across Seshadri's
initiative on social media on the occa-
sion of Ashadha Ekadashi and found
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Nepal flash
floods death toll
surges to 781

KATHMANDU, AUG
30: The water levels in the
Bhotekoshi River rose again
today, days after a devastat-
ing flash floods struck
Nepal, authorities warned,
as they urged residents and
rescue personnel in flood-
hit districts to remain alert.

The death toll from the
August 26 flash floods
surged to 781 on Sunday,
while more than 2,500 re-
main missing, according to
the National Disaster Risk
Reduction and Manage-
ment Authority (NDR-
RMA).

The disaster, believed to
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India key petrol

supplier to Russia

NEW DELHI, AUG
30: India has emerged as a
major energy supplier to
Russia, exporting almost 1
million barrels of gasoline
over the past two months as
Moscow turned to overseas
supplies amid a worsening
domestic fuel shortage.

Russia's seaborne gaso-
line imports reached a
record of around 125,000
barrels per day (kbd) in Au-
gust, equivalent to about
470,000 tonnes for the
month, according to energy
analytics firm Vortexa.

India was among three
countries supplying gaso
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5,000 flats at
migrant camps to be
renovated

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, AUG 30

More than 200 building
blocks and about 5,000 flats
and community halls across
migrant camps in Jammu
are set to undergo major re-
pair and renovation works
soon, with the J&K govern-
ment having approved Rs
82.45 crforit.

The information was
given at a meeting chaired
by Relief &Rehabilitation
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Highlighting the importance of balanc-
ing values & science, LG Manoj Sinha to-
day said that 'curiosity is the first lamp of
learning as asking questions has never
been regarded as a weakness in our tradi-

tion'.

Addressing the foundation day celebra-
tions of Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine
Board, he appreciated the SMVDSB initia-
tives to enhance convenience, safety, and

facilities for devotees.

"These achievements reflect dedication,
discipline, and the spirit of service, the in-
trinsic qualities to Sanatan culture," the LG

said.

He also addressed the foundation day cel-
ebrations of Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Gu-
rukul, emphasisingthe importance of cu-

riosity in learning.

"Curiosity is the first lamp of knowledge.
In our tradition, asking questions has never
been regarded as a weakness. The Upan-

New terror tactic
Pak-based terrorists using porn

ishadic tradition is one of dialogue, reflec
tion, and experience. Teachers should im-
part not only knowledge but also values and
samskara to students," Sinha said.
Highlighting the importance of balancing
values and science, he said, "Science gives
us speed, while values give us direction and
the balance between speed and direction is
true progress."

"The journey of artificial intelligence and
spirituality should proceed together. Our
objective should be to strengthen our roots
through values and give students new wings
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sites to contact 'recruits’ in J&K

NEW DELHI, AUG
30: After exposing the mis-
use of online gaming plat-
forms by terror groups, se-
curity agencies have
uncovered a new opera-
tional tactic adopted by ter-
rorists and their handlers
who are now using pornog-
raphy websites and niche
encrypted applications to
communicate secretly.

According to officials, the
covert channels are being
used by terror outfits and
Pakistan's  intelligence

agency, ISI, to convey in-
structions to recruits in
Jammu and Kashmir while
evading surveillance on
conventional social media
platforms.

"These pornography plat-
forms feature real-time chat
tools, operating under the
guise of helping users find
dates nearby, which han-
dlers exploit to broadcast
messages and coordinate
activities," officials said.

Security agencies have
placed a wide array of spe-

cialised digital tools under
scrutiny. Terror handlers
are relying on Tor-based
messaging applications like
Coatex and Conion to route
data through encrypted
nodes and obscure user
identities.

Access to the APK for Co-
nion reportedly faces re-
strictions within India. An
APK file (Android Package
Kit) is the file format used
by the Android operating
system to distribute and in
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All registered workers migrated
to VB-G RAM G:

NEW DELHI, AUG
30: The Union Rural Devel-
opment Ministry today said
that every worker registered
under the Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employ-
ment Guarantee Act (MGN-
REGA), irrespective of
whether e-KYC of their job
cards has been completed,
has been migrated to Viksit
Bharat Guarantee for Roz-
gar and Ajeevika Mission
(Gramin) [VB-G RAM G].

The Ministry also under-
lined that pending e-KYC
does not prevent a worker
from demanding or receiv-
ing employment.

So far, e-KYC has been
completed for 15.89 crore
workers, including 10.27
crore of 10.84 crore active
workers, which is approxi-
mately 95 pc.

The government said that
e-KYC is a database-au-
thentication measure and
not a precondition for exer-
cising the statutory right to
demand employment under
VB-GRAMG.

"Every worker registered
under MGNREGA, irre-
spective of whether e-KYC
has been completed, has
been migrated to VB-
GRAM G. Pending e-KYC

Govt

does not prevent a worker
from demanding or receiv-
ing employment. An appro-
priate exception mecha-
nism is also available to
facilitate employment de-
mand and the provision of
work for workers whose e-
KYC is pending," a govern-
ment statement said.

The ministry said that e-
KYC of workers was the re-
sponsibility of the con-
cerned State and Union
Territory governments and
is being undertaken to
strengthen authentication
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Kavinder administers oath to newly

appointed ju

SHIMLA, AUG 30: Hi-
machal Pradesh Governor
Kavinder Guptatoday ad-
ministered oath of office
and secrecy to the newly ap-
pointed judges of Himachal
Pradesh High Court.

While Chirag Bhanu
Singh took oath as a judge,
Bhupesh Sharma and Yo-
gesh Jaswal too oath as ad-
ditional judges of the high
court at a ceremony held at

Lok Bhavan here.
Himachal Pradesh High
Court Chief  Justice

w)‘

Gurmeet
hawalia was also present on
the occasion.

Chief Secretary KKPant

Singh  Sand-

dges of Himach
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conducted the poceedings
of the oath-taking cere-
mony and read out the war
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