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J&K BJP Mahila Morcha
reinforced the bonds of af-
fection, mutual respectand
organizational unity by ty-
ing Rakhis to senior party
leaders at the party head-
quarters, Trikuta Nagar,
Jammu.

The programme, orga-
nized by Adv. Neha Maha-
jan, President, BJP Mahila
Morcha, J&K, was attended
by BJP Vice President Priya
Sethi, General Secretary
Sanjita Dogra and General
Secretary Baldev Singh
Billawaria along with BJP
Mahila Morcha team.

Adv. Neha Mahajan and
members of the Mahila
Morcha tied Rakhis to BJP
J&K President and Rajya
Sabha MP Sat Sharma,
General Secretary (Organi-
zation) Ashok Koul and
General Secretary Baldev
Singh Billawaria, convey-
ing a heartfelt message of
respect, trust and collective
commitment to public ser-
vice.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Sat Sharma said that
Raksha Bandhan repre-
sents one of India’s most
cherished traditions, sym-
bolizing the sacred bond of
protection, affection, trust
and mutual responsibility.
He said that the festival
transcends its traditional
significance and strength-

ens the splrlt of social har-
mony and togetherness.

Sat Sharma said that the
BJP is not merely a politi-
cal organization but a fam-
ily of dedicated activists
united by the ideals of Seva,
Samarpan and Sangathan.
He appreciated the dedi-
cated efforts of Mabhila
Morcha workers, saying
that women have emerged
as a powerful pillar of the
BJP organization and are
making a significant contri-
bution to strengthening the
party’s grassroots pres-
ence. He called upon party
workers to carry forward
the spirit of service and
work collectively for the
welfare of society and the
nation.

Ashok Koul said that
Raksha Bandhan conveys
the timeless message of

trust, harmony and mutual
responsibility. He said that
such celebrations
strengthen the emotional
bonds among cadre and re-
flect the BJP’s distinctive
organizational culture.

Koul appreciated the ac-
tive role of women workers
in party programmes and
organizational activities,
stating that the strength of
the BJP lies in the dedica-
tion, discipline and com-
mitment of its cadre. He
said that every worker must
continue to strengthen the
organization at the grass-
roots while remaining com-
mitted to the larger na-
tional mission.

Priya Sethi said that Rak-
sha Bandhan reflects the
strength of relationships
founded on trust, respect
and responsibility, while

Bandhan at party headquarters

Sanjita Dogra descrlbed the
celebration as a reflection
of the BJP’s culture of to-
getherness and familial
bonding. Sanjita Dogra
asked for a renewed resolve
to strengthen Seva,
Samarpan and Sangathan
and work collectively to-
wards public welfare and
nation-building. Baldev
Singh Billawaria appreci-
ated the Mahila Morcha for
organizing the programme
and said that such occa-
sions energize workers and
strengthen organizational
unity.

Adv. Neha Mahajan said
that tying Rakhis to senior
leaders was a heartfelt ex-
pression of respect and af-
fection, reflecting the
strong bonds shared by
BJP cadre as one organiza-
tional family.

Inter District Level Table tennis championship
Inaugurated at Indoor Stadium Shopian
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The Inter District Divi-
sional level Table tennis
for boys and girls was in-
augurated at Indoor
Sports Stadium Shopian.

The championship was
formally inaugurated by
MLA Shopian, Shabir Ah-
mad Kullay who graced
the occasion as the chief
guest.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, MLA appreciated the
efforts of the Department
of Youth Services and
Sports in promoting sports
and providing opportuni-
ties to young boys and girls
to excel in different sport-
ing disciplines.

He encouraged the par-
ticipating players to play
with dedication, discipline
and true sportsman ship.
He also laid special focus
on hardworking and ad-
vised the players to work
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hard to represent them-
selves at National level.
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Ministry of MSME holds first-ever Capacity
Building Programmes at Tangdar, Keran

SRINAGAR, AUGUST
28: In a significant initia-
tive aimed at extending the
reach of entrepreneurship
development and MSME
schemes to the remotest ar-
eas of Jammu & Kashmir,
the Branch MSME Devel-
opment & Facilitation Of-
fice (DFO), Srinagar, Min-
istry of MSME, organized
entrepreneurship aware-
ness and capacity-building
programmes at Tangdar
and Keran, two border ar-
eas of Kupwara district.

The programmes, orga-
nized with the active sup-
port and coordination of
the District Administra-
tion, Kupwara, mark the
first-ever such capacity-
building and entrepreneur-
ship awareness initiatives
undertaken by the Ministry
of MSME in these remote
border areas. The initiative
was conceived with the ob-
jective of taking informa-
tion about Government
schemes and programmes
directly to the people resid-
ing in areas where access to
formal entrepreneurship-
support mechanisms and
institutional guidance re-
mains limited.

The programmes focused
on creating awareness re-
garding various schemes

and initiatives of the Min-
istry of MSME and other
Government departments
aimed at promoting self-
employment, entrepre-
neurship, skill develop-
ment and enterprise
creation. Particular em-
phasis was laid on schemes
such as the Prime Minis-
ter’s Employment Genera-
tion Programme (PMEGP),
PM Vishwakarma, and
other entrepreneurship
and livelihood-oriented
initiatives of the Union
Government and the Gov-
ernment of Jammu &
Kashmir.

The sessions provided
participants with informa-
tion regarding the eligibil-
ity criteria, application pro-
cedures, financial
assistance, credit-linked
support, skill development
opportunities and other
benefits available under
various schemes. Officials
also interacted directly
with participants and ad-
dressed their queries re-
garding starting and ex-
panding small enterprises.

The response from both
locations was encouraging.
AtKeran, alarge number of
students participated en-
thusiastically and showed
keen interest in under-

standing various avenues
available for entrepreneur-
ship, self-employmentand
enterprise development.
The interaction highlighted
the aspirations of the
younger generation in re-
mote border areas and
their willingness to explore
opportunities beyond tra-
ditional employment av-
enues.

At Tangdar, the pro-
gramme witnessed partic-
ularly encouraging partici-
pation from women, who
expressed considerable in-
terest in entrepreneurial
activities and in under-
standing Government sup-
port available for starting
small businesses and in-
come-generating activities.
The interaction underlined
the considerable potential
for promoting women-led
enterprises and strength-
ening household liveli-
hoods through entrepre-
neurship in remote areas.

The programmes were
graced by A.K. Tamaria,
Joint Director and Head of
Office, MSME DFO
Jammu, who interacted
with the participants and
highlighted the importance
of developing an entrepre-
neurial ecosystem that
reaches every section of so-

ciety, irrespective of geo-
graphical location. He fur-
ther motivated participants
to avail benefits of the
scheme implemented by
the Centre and UT govern-
ment.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Assistant Director,
Branch MSME DFO Srina-
gar, Saheel Alagband, em-
phasized the importance of
taking Government
schemes to the last mile.

“The objective of such
programmes is not merely
to conduct awareness activ-
ities, but to ensure that in-
formation about Govern-
ment schemes reaches
those who need it the most.
People living in remote and
border areas often have
limited opportunities and
limited access to institu-
tional guidance. It may be
challenging to organize
programmes in such loca-
tions, but that is precisely
why such initiatives are im-
portant. If opportunities
cannot reach these com-
munities through conven-
tional means, we must take
the opportunities to their
doorstep," he said.

The initiative reflects the
Ministry of MSME’s con-
tinued commitment to-
wards inclusive enterprise
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A comprehensive review
meeting of the National To-
bacco Control Programme
(NTCP) and the Cigarettes
and Other Tobacco Prod-
ucts Act (COTPA)-2003
was held here at the Dis-
trict Administrative Com-
plex, Kupwara.

The meeting was chaired
by District Development
Commissioner (DDC) Kup-
wara, Shrikant Suse
wherein the district's over-
all performance under the
programme was reviewed
threadbare and a roadmap
for stringent enforcement
and mass awareness was
laid down.

Chief Medical Officer
(CMO) Kupwara made a
detailed presentation be-
fore the chair, apprising the
meeting about the achieve-
ments made so far, chal-
lenges being faced, and en-
forcement statistics under
COTPA-2003 across all

blocks of the district.

The DDC directed all en-
forcement officers and con-
cerned departments to in-
tensify anti-tobacco drives
and improve the rate of
COTPA challans within
their respective jurisdic-
tions.

He further directed all
participating officers to
submit regular monthly
progress reports on COTPA
challans and other enforce-
ment measures to the CMO
Office, Kupwara, without
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fail. The DDC also directed
for installation of promi-
nent Information, Educa-
tion and Communication
(IEC) material, containing
provisions and health
warnings under NTCP and
COTPA, at all high-footfall
public places across the
district.

The meeting set a target
of declaring 100 villages of
the district as complete To-
bacco-Free Villages by the
end of the current year. The
DDC further directed that

all educational institutions,
including schools and col-
leges, shall be made 100
percent Tobacco-Free
Campuses by the end of
December 2026.

The meeting was at-
tended among others by
SDM Lolab, Dr Mudasir
Ahmad , CMO kupwara,
DYSP Hqgr Kupwara, all
Block Medical Officers
(BMOs), Food Safety Offi-
cer , besides other con-
cerned officers and offi-
cials.

Raksha Bandhan: Women tie Rakhis to DC Anantnag,
Officers at Prachin Shiv Temple Thajiwara Bijbehara
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On the auspicious occa-
sion of Raksha Bandhan
(Shravan Purnima),
Deputy  Commissioner
(DC) Anantnag, Dr. Bilal
Mohiuddin Bhat, today vis-
ited the ancient Prachin
Shiv Temple at Thajiwara,
Bijbehara, joining a large
congregation of devotees
during the celebrations.

The DC was accompa-
nied by Assistant Commis-
sioner Revenue (ACR),
Tarig Ahmad Malik,
Tehsildar and SDPO, Bijbe-
hara, officers from line de-
partments, and representa-
tives of the temple
management.

A large number of devo-
tees visited the revered
temple with enthusiasm
and traditional fervor to
pay their obeisance, offer
prayers, and perform sa-
cred rituals including tying
of Rakhis, marking the cul-
mination of the month of
Shravan.

During the visit, the DC
participated in the ceremo-
nial observances alongside
the devotees and expressed
hope that the festival would
bring prosperity, harmony,

and happmess to people S
lives. He observed that tra-
ditional festivals like Rak-
sha Bandhan present an
ideal opportunity to
strengthen bonds of love
among siblings as well as
between different commu-
nities. As a gesture of mu-
tual love and respect,
women present at the
venue tied Rakhis to the
Deputy Commissioner and
other officers.

Interacting with the
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Honoring the life and legacy:
i with profound grief and sorrow, we honor
the journey and memory of our beloved

gathering, the DC extended
hiswarm greetings, stating
that the historic temple has
long stood as a symbol of
brotherhood that defines
the region's rich heritage.
He appreciated the endur-
ing spirit of unity among
the people and urged
everyone to continue pre-
serving the area's cultural
and religious traditions.
On the occasion, the DC
reviewed the overall
arrangements and directed
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the concerned departments
to ensure all basic facilities
including uninterrupted
power and water supply,
sanitation, traffic manage-
ment, and medical care re-
main available to the devo-
tees. He instructed officials
to keep all services fully op-
erational throughout the
festivities so that the cele-
brations proceed smoothly
and hassle-free.

Reiterating the district
administration's commit-
ment to the seamless con-
duct of such vibrant events,
Dr. Bilal directed all de-
partments to maintain
close coordination with
temple representatives, ad-
dress emerging issues
promptly, and extend full
support to the devotees.
Furthermore, he directed
officials from the executing
agency to expedite ongoing
repair and renovation
works at the temple.

The devotees and other
participants  expressed
their gratitude to the dis-
trict administration for its
proactive support and the
elaborate arrangements
provided during the festi-
val.
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