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JAMMU & KASHMI

DC Jammu listens to public
grievances at Akhnoor

Directs immediate execution of pending work on

roads, in

HIMALAYAN MAIL NEWS
JAMMU, AUG 27

Deputy Commissioner
Jammu Rakesh Minhas to-
day called for an outcome-
oriented approach to ad-
dress public grievances.

Chairing the Block Diwas
meeting at Satyam Resort,
panchayat Sungal Lower-C,
he directed the concerned
department to commence
pending road works under
NABARD within one week.
He also directed immediate
examination of demands
related to water supply,
power, healthcare, roads
and education.

The DC directed officers
to ensure prompt follow-up
and coordinated action on
developmental works and
essential public services.

Revenue and encroach-
ment-related matters were
also brought to the notice of
the administration, includ-
ing alleged encroachment
on Gair Mumkin Khad and
adjoining common land.
The Deputy Commissioner
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directed verification of the
relevant revenue records
and action as per rules
wherever encroachment is
established.

The DC stressed close in-
ter-departmental coordina-
tion to expedite pending
works and resolve issues
within the jurisdiction of
the respective departments.

During the Block Diwas,
the public and their delega-
tions raised issues related to
road connectivity, drinking
water, power, healthcare,
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structure, revenue matters
and other essential services.
Key demands included
completion of Jal Jeevan
Mission works and func-
tional tap-water connec-
tions, improvement of
power infrastructure,
upgradation of Govern-
ment High School Sungal,
strengthening of healthcare
facilities at PHC Sungal,
restoration of roads af-
fected by landslides and
floods and improvement of

croachment complaints
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education, sports infra- |

sports infrastructure.

The DC directed officers
to examine each issue
falling within their jurisdic-
tion and ensure regular

monitoring, time-bound
action and effective follow-
up.

Among others, the event
was attended by ADDC
Sher Singh, SDM Akhnoor
Mukhter Ahmed, ACD
Jammu Danish Rasool,
BDO Akhnoor and officers
of various line departments,
besides field functionaries.

ADDC Jammu reviews preparedness
for Janmashtami celebrations

HIMALAYAN MAIL NEWS
JAMMU, AUG 27

Additional District De-
velopment Commissioner
(ADDC) Jammu Sher
Singh today chaired a
meeting to review the pre-
paredness and arrange-
ments for the smooth and
peaceful celebration of
Janmashtami in the dis-
trict.

The meeting held de-
tailed deliberations on
arrangements pertaining
to sanitation, cleanliness,
drinking water supply,
uninterrupted power sup-
ply, traffic management,
security, medical facili-
ties, fire safety and crowd
management at major
temples and other places
expected to witness large
gatherings during the fes-
tival.

The ADDC stressed the
need for close coordina-
tion among all concerned
departments and directed
the officers to ensure that
all requisite arrangements
are putin place well in ad-

vance. He called for spe-
cial attention to cleanli-
ness around temples, ad-
equate deployment of
sanitation staff and main-
tenance of essential ser-
vices during the celebra-
tions.

The ADDC also empha-
sised effective traffic reg-
ulation and crowd man-
agement to facilitate
smooth movement of

devotees and prevent in-
convenience to the gen-
eral public. The concerned
departments were di-
rected to remain vigilant
and ensure prompt re-
sponse to any emergency
situation.

The ADDC urged all
stakeholders to work in
close coordination with
temple management com-
mittees and ensure that

the festival is celebrated in
a peaceful, orderly and
festive atmosphere.

SDM Jammu North Dr

Deepak Kumar, SDM
Jammu South Manu
Hansa, District Health Of-
ficer Dr Sophia Jan, be-
sides officers from Jammu
Municipal Corporation,
line departments and oth-
ers concerned attended
the meeting.

Mission Shakti Samba organises
awareness workshop at GDC Ramgarh

HIMALAYAN MAIL NEWS
JAMMU, AUG 27

Mission Shakti, Samba,
in collaboration with Ac-
tionAid Association India
and Government Degree
College (GDC), Ramgarh,
organised an awareness
and sensitisation work-
shop on Gender Equality,
Women’s Rights and So-
cial Security on the Col-
lege Campus.

The workshop focused
on critical issues con-
cerning women'’s safety,
dignity, rights and em-
powerment, including the
POSH Act, SHe-Box
mechanism, women’s
safety and support sys-
tems, legal rights, access
to free legal aid, women’s
health and well-being,
gender equality, and so-
cial security schemes.

The sessions provided
participants with com-
prehensive information
on workplace safety, pre-
vention of sexual harass-
ment, grievance-redres-
sal mechanisms, women’s
legal rights, access to jus-
tice and free legal aid,

health and hygiene, pre-
ventive healthcare, and
social security entitle-
ments. The discussions
emphasised the impor-
tance of awareness, insti-
tutional support, equal-
ity, dignity and
empowerment of women.

An interactive Ques-
tion-and-Answer session
was also conducted, pro-
viding participants an op-
portunity to seek practi-
cal information and
clarification on issues re-
lated to women'’s rights,
safety, health, legal assis-

tance and social security.

The programme con-
cluded with a memento
presentation and appre-
ciation ceremony, ac-
knowledging the valuable
contribution and partici-
pation of the dignitaries,
resource persons and col-
laborating teams.

The programme was or-
ganised under the guid-
ance of District Mission
Coordinator, Mission
Shakti Samba Dr. Ruchi

Thakur. The College
Principal Prof. Meeru
Oberoi;DSP Sakshi

Sharma; Dr. Sneha, fac-

ulty member; Dr. Geetan-
jali, Health Department
and Advocate Hitesh
Sharma, High Court of
Jammu & Kashmir and
Ladakh and Afrooza Lone
from ActionAid Associa-
tion India contributed as
resource persons. The
event was also attended
by representatives from
the Social Welfare De-
partment, police, ASHA
workers and their super-
visors, along with College
students and faculty
members.

DIPR announces cash prizes across 9
categories for 1st Int'l Film Festival of J&K

HIMALAYAN MAIL NEWS
JAMMU, AUG 27

Inamajor initiative to recognise and
encourage excellence in filmmaking,
the Department of Information and
Public Relations (DIPR) has an-
nounced cash prizes across nine dis-
tinct award categories during the first
International Film Festival of Jammu
and Kashmir (IFFJK) 2026, scheduled
to be held from 7th to 10th September
2026 at SKICC Srinagar, gulmarg and

jammu.

The awards are aimed at celebrating
creative excellence, technical crafts-
manship, individual performances and
emerging cinematic talent, while pro-
viding a significant platform of recogni-
tion to the filmmakers and artists par-
ticipating in the inaugural edition of

the festival.

The Best Film award carries the

highest prize of Rs. 25 lakh, recognising
the outstanding cinematic work of the
festival. The Best Director and Best De-
but Film of a Director categories carry a
cash prize of Rs. 15 lakh each, under-
lining the festival’'s emphasis on both
established creative leadership and
new voices in cinema.

Giving special prominence to the
cinematic identity of Jammu and
Kashmir, DIPR has announced a Rs.
10 lakh cash prize for Best Film — J&K
Select, aimed at recognising the com-
pelling cinematic works connected
with Jammu and Kashmir and high-
lighting its rich cultural, social and
artistic landscape.

The DIPR will also honour excel-
lence in acting during the festival, with
Rs. 8 lakh each proposed for Best Actor
(Male) and Best Actor (Female).

Recognising the crucial role played
by technical and creative crafts in film-
making, the department has proposed

ing.

Rs. 5 lakh each for Best Cinematogra-
phy, Best Sound Design and Best Edit-

The award framework reflects the
DIPR’s endeavour to create a mean-
ingful ecosystem of recognition for the
filmmakers across different dimen-
sions of cinematic excellence.

The cash prizes seeks to appreciate
the creative achievement, individual
performance, technical craftsmanship
and regional talent, making the inau-
gural IFFJK not merely a celebration
of films but a platform for acknowledg-
ing the diverse artistic contributions
that bring cinemato life.

The cash prizes are part of the

broader vision of the J&K Govern-
ment to position Jammu and Kashmir
on the international cinematic map,
provide opportunities for the filmmak-
ers to showcase their work, facilitate
cultural exchange and encourage
emerging as well as established talent.

DC chairs NCORD meeting, Calls for stronger
coordination to combat drug menace

HIMALAYAN MAIL NEWS
JAMMU, AUG 27

Deputy Commissioner
Udhampur Minga Sherpa,
today chaired a meeting of
the District-Level Narco
Coordination Centre to re-
view drug control mea-
sures in the district.

The meeting was at-
tended by Additional
Deputy Commissioner
Prem Singh and the offi-
cers from the line depart-
ments.

The DC conducted a de-
tailed review of measures
pertaining to the identifi-
cation and rehabilitation
of drug users, progress on
PIT-NDPS cases, action
against erring pharma-
cies, installation of CCTV
cameras, prevention of il-
licit cultivation of narcotic
crops, inspections of
pharmacies and de-addic-
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tion centres, destruction
of wild cannabis, hotspot
surveillance and preven-
tive enforcement.

The meeting also re-
viewed block-wise data on
drug users, identification
of drug hotspots, surveil-
lance of educational insti-
tutions, implementation
of IEC campaigns, mass
awareness programmes,
computerised billing sys-
tems in pharmacies,
Nasha Mukti Panchayats
and cases registered un-
der the NDPS Act.

Emphasising the need

for robusinter-depa
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mental coordination, the
DC directed all concerned
agencies to intensify ef-
forts to identify and ap-
prehend individuals in-
volved in drug trafficking,
monitor drug abuse-prone
areas and promote com-
munity-based rehabilita-
tion and awareness initia-
tives. He instructed the
stakeholder departments
to intensify counselling
services and strengthen
IEC activities to sensitise
the public, particularly
youth, about the harmful

effects of drug abuse.

Stressing the impor-
tance of strict enforce-
ment, the DC called for
decisive action against
drug trafficking, effective
seizure of illicit sub-
stances and sustained ef-
forts to protect the youth
from the menace of drugs.

He further directed all
concerned departments to
enhance their overall per-
formance, ensure timely
submission of reports and
work in close coordination
to achieve the goal of mak-
ing Udhampur a drug-free
district under the Nasha
Mukt Bharat Abhiyan.

The Health Department
was specifically directed
to ensure that data per-
taining to drug users is
properly maintained and
regularly updated for ef-
fective monitoring, plan-
ning and rehabilitation in-
terventions.

DC Udhampur reviews arrangements for Janmashtami,
Kailash Kund Yatra, annual Sankri Devta mela

HIMALAYAN MAIL NEWS
JAMMU, AUG 27

To review and discuss
the arrangements for the
forthcoming Shree Kr-
ishna Janmashtami cele-
brations, Kailash Kund
Yatra and Annual Sankri
Devta mela at Panchari,
the Deputy Commissioner
Udhampur Minga Sherpa,
today convened a meeting
of officers of various line
departments and promi-
nent citizens.

The meeting was at-
tended by Additional
Deputy Commissioner
Prem Singh, PO Poshan
Subash Dogra, senior offi-
cers of various depart-

ments and prominent citi-
zens.

Threadbare discussions
were held on various
arrangements related to
security, sanitation,
healthcare, transporta-
tion, traffic management,
drinking water, power
supply and monitoring of
prices of essential com-
modities.

While addressing the
meeting, the DC empha-
sized the importance of
seamless coordination
and close collaboration
among all concerned de-
partments to ensure that
all necessary arrange-
ments are finalized and
put in place well in ad-
vance.

The Executive Engi-
neers of Jal Shakti and
JPDCL were directed to
ensure adequate drinking
water supply and uninter-
rupted power supply dur-
ing the festive season. The
Executive Engineer
PMGSY was tasked with
undertaking necessary
road maintenance and
pothole repairs.

The Chief Medical Offi-
cer was directed to deploy
a team of doctors along
with an ambulance at the
mela site to provide first-
aid and immediate med-
ical assistance. The Dis-
trict Youth Services and
Sports Officer was in-
structed to organize vari-
ous sports activities

throughout the mela to
encourage youth partici-
pation. District Police will
deploy adequate person-
nel to ensure security and
smooth traffic regulation
during the events.

The ARTO was directed
to arrange a sufficient
fleet of buses from differ-
ent locations for the con-
venience of devotees and
visitors.

Tehsildar Panchari has
been designated as the
Mela Officer, while the Le-
gal Metrology Department
will conduct inspections
to ensure proper rates, ac-
curate weighing and qual-
ity of consumable items in
coordination with the con-
cerned departments.

Doda administration approves
17 Rent Assessment Cases

HIMALAYAN MAIL NEWS
JAMMU, AUG 27

Deputy Commissioner
(DC) Doda Krishan Lal
today chaired a meeting
of the District Rent As-
sessment Committee to
review and assess rent
fixation cases pertaining
to government-hired ac-
commodations and of-
fice spaces across the
district.

The committee took up
a total of 19 cases for
consideration. Each case
was examined in detail
with reference to the
prescribed norms, pre-
vailing rates, location,
nature of the accommo-
dation and other rele-
vant parameters. After
detailed scrutiny and de-

BT

. o
liberations, 17 rent as-
sessment cases were ap-
proved by the commit-
tee.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner stressed the im-
portance of maintaining
transparency and uni-
formity in the rent as-
sessment process. He di-
rected the concerned

departments to ensure
that all rent assessment
cases are submitted with
complete requisite doc-
uments and proper jus-
tification for timely pro-
cessing and disposal.
The meeting was at-
tended by the Superin-
tending Engineer, PWD
(R&B); Chief Planning

Officer; Assistant Com-
missioner Revenue; Ad-
ditional Superintendent
of Police; Chief Medical
Officer; District Sheep
Husbandry Officer,
other concerned officers
and officials, besides the
house owners associated
with the rent assessment
cases.



