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GIVA withdraws Kriti Sanon’s Raksha
Bandhan ad after controversy
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LG, CM grieved over
deaths in Surankote
road accident

LG Manoj Sinha
&Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah have expressed
deep grief over the tragic
road accident at Surankote
in Poonch district which
claimed six lives and left
several others injured.

"Pained by the loss of
lives in a tragic road acci-
dent in Poonch. My
thoughts are with the
bereaved families. Praying
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Eid Milad-Un-Nabi
celebrated
across J&K

Eid Milad-un-
Nabiwas today celebrated
across Jammu and
Kashmir with religious
gaiety fervour and gaiety.

Thousands of devo-
tees thronged mosques
and offered special
prayers on the occasion.
All the mosques were
tastefully decorated.
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Mortar shell
detected, destroyed

Army today detected and
safely destroyed amortar
shell near the Line of
Control (LoC) in Jammu's
Poonch district.

According to officials,
the mortar shell was found
by troops in Nangi Tikri
area along the LoC. It was
later destroyed by a bomb
disposal squad of Army.

The shell was neu-
tralised through a con-
trolled disposal operation
carried out by the Army's
bomb disposal squad
(BDS), officials said.

Gold falls Rs 600
to Rs 1.66 lakh/10gm

NEW DELHI, AUG
26: Gold prices declined by
Rs 600 to Rs 1,66,500 per
10 grams in the national
capital on Wednesday,
snapping a four-day gaining
streak amid weak trends in
theinternational markets.

The yellow metal of 99.9
per cent purity had closed at
Rs1,67,100 per 10 grams in
the preceding session.

However, silver re-
bounded modestly, rising
Rs 500 to Rs 2,50,500 per
kilogram (inclusive of all
taxes) from Tuesday's clos-
ing level of Rs 2.5 lakh per
kg, according to the All In-
dia Sarafa Association.
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Saxena inaugurates
Suru Summer
Festival

KARGIL AUG26 LG
Vinai Kumar Saxena today
virtually inaugurated the
2nd Suru Summer Festival
being organised at Damsna
in the picturesque Suru Val-
ley on August 26-27 to
showcase the region's rich
cultural heritage, spectacu
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Nepal flash floods damage bridges, other infra

KATHMANDU/DELH

I, AUG 26: Devastating
ﬂash Sfloodstoday
swept through Nepal's
Rasuwa district near
the Tibet border, killing
at least 95 people and
causing widespread
damage to settlements
and infrastructure.At
least 105 Indians and
37 NRIs were among
nearly 400 people re-
ported missing.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi spoke with Nepal
Prime Minister Balendra
Shah and conveyed condo-
lences over the loss of lives
due to floods in the Hi-
malayan nation. He said In-

India fastest-

At least 95 killed; 105 Indians,

~J7NRIs mlssmg

dla was ready to prov1de all
possible humanitarian as-
sistance.

The sudden surge in the
Bhote Koshi River struck
the Rasuwagadhi-Timure

B SE CaeiN N ‘
area at around 9 am local

time, affecting Rasuwa as
well as parts of neighbour-
ing Nuwakot and Dhading
districts.

The flooding washed

rowin major

economy, says FM Sitharaman

WASHINGTON, AUG
26: Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman said that
'India today stands as the
fastest-growing major econ-
omy in the world and offers
a combination of scale, sus-
tained growth, a young pop-
ulation, expanding con-
sumption and rapidly
deepening capital markets'.

"For Canadian investors
with long time horizon, In-
dia offers a combination
that is difficult to match:
scale, sustained growth, a
young population, expand-
ing consumption and

\ AW
rapidly deepening capital
markets," she said while ad-
dressing prominent mem-
bers of the Indian business
community in Toronto.

"India's transformation is
structural, driven by rapid
urbanisation, a growing

middle class and world-
class digital infrastructure,
which are creating new op-
portunities across virtually
every sector of the econ-
omy," she said.

The finance minister also
highlighted the role of In-
dia's digital ecosystem in
transforming access to fi-
nancial and commercial
services.

The country's digital in-
frastructure has dramati-
cally reduced the cost of ac-
cess while expanding the
reach of financial and com
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Woman among 6 killed, 3
injured as car fallg _i/n_tq ditch

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, AUG 26

A speeding car today
veered off a link road in
Mandi area of Poonch and
fell into a ditch, resulting in
the instant death of six per-
sons, including a woman,
and critical injuries to three
others.

Theill-fated car was on its
way from Poonch to Shein-
dra. However, when it
reached Seri Chouana,
Mandj, the driver lost con-
trol over it as a result of

which i;c ;kidded off the road
and rolled down into a
ditch, officials said.

A rescue operation was
launched immediately and
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2 undertrials who escaped from
Srinagar jail held in Rajasthan

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, AUG 26

Three days after they es-
caped from the 'high-secu-
rity'central jail, Srinagar,
two inmates facing trial in
POCSO cases were today
apprehended by police from
Rajasthan.

According to officials,
Farman Khan of Ra-
jasthan's Sadanpora area
and Mukhtar Ahmed Gujjar
of Sanglan Chittergul in
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FARMAN KHAN
5/0: ABDUL GANI KHAN
R/0: SADANPORA RAGISTAN
FIR NO.: 19/2026
PIS LAR W/S 137(2), B7BNS, 3/4 POCSD ACT.

AMY INFORMATION LEADING TO HIS ARREST
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South Kashmir's Anantnag
district escaped from Cen-
tral Jail, Srinagar, on Au-
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AR
R/D:  SANGLAN CHITTER GUL ANANTNAG

FIR NO.  20/2026

P/'S SOURA U/S 137(2), G5{1) BNS, 344 POCSO ACT.
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gust 23 after reportedly
scaling the frontwall.
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away vehicles, goods,
bridges and other infra-
structure, while several hy-
dropower projects were also
damaged.

According to a prelimi-
nary list compiled by the
Nepal Tourism Board, 384
travellers, including 291 for-
eign nationals and 93
Nepali nationals, were re-
ported missing following
the flash floods.

Of the foreign nationals,
105 are Indian tourists and
37 are non-resident Indians
(NRIs). The list also in-
cludes travellers from the
US, Malaysia, the UK, South
Africa, Australia and the
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PM to motivate
youth to take up
sports

i ol
NEW DELHI, AUG
26: Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi will interact with
youth at the 'Khelo India Di-
alogue' on Thursday as part
of efforts to engage with
them on the country's sport-
ing journey, share their as-
pirations, and contribute
ideas for a stronger youth-
Cont.on P9 >

50GWs held with
pistols, grenades

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, AUG 26

A day after the apprehen-
sion of eight Over Ground
Workers terrorists in the
valley, security forces today
laid hands on five OGWs in
Kulgam district and recov-
ered arms & ammunition
from their possession.

The OGWs were arrested
during search operations
carried out by security
forces on a specific informa-
tion in Bugam area of Kul-
gam, officials said.

At their instance, security
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SC judge writes to
CJl against Acting CJ

of Rajasthan H

NEW DELHI, AUG
26: Supreme Court judge
Sandeep Mehta has urged
Chief Justice of India (CJI)
Surya Kant to appoint with
"immediate effect" a chief
justice from outside Ra-
jasthan to head the high
court in the state, alleging
serious administrative ir-
regularities and selective
case listings under its acting

Chief Justice Sanjeev
Prakash Sharma.
Justice Mehta, in his

three letters, has accused
Cont.on P9 >

The last date for submission is now 31 August 2026
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Advanced care must become
right, not privilege: LG

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, AUG 26

Calling upon hospitals to transform
themselves into research institutions, LG
Manoj Sinha today said that advanced care
must become a right and should not be a
privilege reserved for the economically rich

section of society.

"Quaternary care should not be a privi-
lege reserved for the economically rich sec-
tion of society. It must become a right of
citizenship and a guarantee of the nation,"
he said while addressing the Quaternary
Healthcare & Research Summit in Srina-

gar.

The LG called upon hospitals to trans-
form themselves into research institutions
capable of organ transplantation, robotic
&precision surgery, advanced genomics,
cellular therapies, and Al-supported diag-

nostics.

"We must develop new inventions our-
selves instead of importing innovation from

abroad," he said.

"The summltmarksa turning point in

J&K and India's healthcare journey, where

added.

the Union Territory and the nation must
move beyond tertiary care and embrace
quaternary-level treatment and research to
ensure equal access for all citizens," he

Recalling his visit to Akhnoor during

'Back to Village' programme in 2020, he
shared a poignant interaction with doctors
Cont.on P9 >

'Politically motivated, highly malicious’
_ qul_a de_nounces l_JN Racial
Discrimination Committee remarks

NEW DELHI, AUG
26: India on Wednesday re-
jected the United Nations
Committee on the Elimina-
tion of Racial Discrimina-
tion's observations con-
cerning the country,
characterising them as "po-
litically motivated" and
"highly malicious".

In an official statement,
the Ministry of External Af-
fairs (MEA) noted that it
has taken note of the re-
marks released by the Com-
mittee on the Elimination of

Racial Discrimination fol-
lowing India's 11th periodic
review under ICERD, con-
ducted in Geneva on August
11-12.

The MEA clarified that
the exercise constituted a
routine treaty-body review,
in which India participated
in a spirit of constructive
engagement. It stressed
that India's commitment to
combating racial discrimi-
nation remains firm and
unwavering.

Throughout the review

process, India underscored
its constitutional safe-
guards, comprehensive le-
gal framework, pluralistic
ethos, and continuous ef-
forts directed at safeguard-
ing disadvantaged commu-
nities.

"While we will respond to
the committee's observa-
tions through the estab-
lished procedure, the inter-
Ministerial ~ delegation,
which was led by the Solici-
tor General of India, Shri
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Cross-horder drug cartel busted
Kingpin among 3 held with
5 kg heroin at Panjtirthi

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, AUG 26

Busting a major cross-
border drug cartel, NCB
achieved a major success
when its sleuths laid hands
on three persons, including
the kingpin, in separate op-
erations and recovered 5.16
kilograms of heroin from
them.

The heroin, worth crores,
was seized on a tip-off, ac-
cording to officials.

While two persons were

arrested from Panjtirthi in
the heart of city, the third
was apprehended from Leh
in Ladakh, officials said.

Acting on a specific intelli-
gence, NCB sleuths inter-
cepted a vehicle at Pan-
jtirthi and recovered 5.16
kilograms of heroin from
two of its occupants, both
residents of north Kash-
mir's Baramulla district, of-
ficials said.

An immediate follow-up
action was launched based
on crucial leads regarding
another resident of Bara-

mulla, who was the master-
mind and supplier of the
drug trafficking network,
the officials added.

The NCB team traced him
to Leh district of Ladakh
where he was taken into
custody. "Prima facie inves-
tigation indicates that the
seized heroin forms part of
an organised cross-border
supply chain, with the con-
traband suspected to have
originated from Pakistan
and entered India through
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Kavinder presents Gl certificates to
artisans of tradltlonal crafts

SHIMLA, AUG =26:
Empha5151ng the need for

promoting  indigenous
products, Himachal
Pradesh Governor Kavinder

Gupta today presented GI
certificates to the artisans of
state's traditional crafts.
Artisans associated with
three traditional products of
Himachal Pradesh - Rans-
ingha, wood carving and
handmade carpets - which
had recently received the
Geographical Indication
(GI) tag, called on the gov-

ernor at Lok Bhavan.

The GI registration

process was facilitated by

the National Bank for Agri-

ment (NABARD), Hi-
machal Pradesh Regional
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