
MELBOURNE, AUG
25: Australia's recorded mu-
sic industry will bar tracks
wholly generated by artificial
intelligence from official
charts as burgeoning genera-
tive technologies threaten
artists' livelihoods, a repre-
sentative said on Tuesday.

The crackdown comes as a
variation of Madonna's pop
hit "Like a Prayer" created by
an Australian producer using
AI-generated vocals and
drums has spent 16 weeks in
the Australian top 20, stok-
ing debate about generative
AI's place in music. It peaked
at number two on the Aus-
tralian Record Industry As-
sociation's top 20 Australian
singles chart in May and re-
mained in fourth place on
Tuesday.

Wholly AI-generated
tracks will be banned from
the ARIA charts from Mon-
day next week, but some AI-
assisted music will remain el-
igible, an ARIA statement
said.

Tracks can be eligible only
if "humans wrote the song
and performed the lead vo-
cal and the primary instru-

ments," among other re-
quirements, the statement
said.

AI-generated music would
also be ineligible for the Aus-
tralian industry's prestigious
ARIA awards.

ARIA chief executive
Annabelle Herd said: "These
changes reflect our intent to
remain dynamic and pro-
mote the human nature of
artistry in what is - to say the
least - a rapidly developing
space."

The ARIA Charts will al-

ways remain a transparent
measurement of the music
Australia consumes, but a
chart that rewards unli-
censed AI output would un-
dercut the very basis of the
recorded music we exist to
represent," Herd added.

Eligible music must also be
produced using legal AI ser-
vices. Music was appearing
on streaming services that
had apparently been devel-
oped with AI tools trained on
artists' music without autho-
risation.

The Australian rules are in
step with new principles re-
leased in July by the London-
based International Federa-
tion of the Phonographic
Industry. The federation rep-
resents the recording indus-
try worldwide.

The international guide-
lines state that to qualify for
official music charts, a track
must be "substantially hu-
man made."

Sydney Conservatorium of
Music composer and lecturer
Alexis Weaver told Aus-
tralian Broadcasting Corp.
the debate around AI in mu-
sic was "exceptionally
fraught and very emotional
for a lot of musicians and so
everyone will have a different
opinion."

Weaver applauded ARIA's
move as a "wonderful step
forward" that sent a message
ARIA wanted to "prioritize
and value human creativity."

"It can be quite hard to
avoid AI tools in the current
landscape," Weaver said.
"There is a way to use it while
you're still steering the ship
and making the main cre-
ative choices." (AP)

Australia's music industry bans AI-
generated tracks from official charts

GENEVA, AUG 25: The
United Nations and the In-
ternational Committee of the
Red Cross on Tuesday ratch-
eted up a joint call for coun-
tries to adopt bans and re-
strictions on use of
autonomous weapons sys-
tems - often known as killer
robots - warning that "the
risks have intensified."

Building on an initial ap-
peal three years ago and in-
ternational talks on the issue
for years, the appeal stops
short of calling for a blanket
ban but notes that such
weapons systems are being
developed, though the UN
and Red Cross haven't con-
firmed use on the battlefield.
But civilians need to be pro-
tected for when that day may
come.

"We are now dangerously
close to crossing a moral red
line: The autonomous target-
ing of humans by machines,"
said UN Geneva spokesper-

son Alessandra Vellucci,
reading a joint statement by
UN Secretary-General Anto-
nio Guterres and ICRC Pres-
ident Mirjana Spoljaric.

"Today, we renew this call
with even greater urgency,"
the statement said. "The fun-
damental concerns remain
unchanged, but the risks
have intensified."

The two international or-
ganisations say the develop-
ment of weapons technology
at "record speed" has
strained the international

rules system and widened
the gap between technologi-
cal capacities and regulatory
constraints.

"Autonomous weapons
systems are not part of a dis-
tant future - a race toward
greater autonomy in
weapons systems is already
well underway," the joint
statement said.

call comes as negotiators
are set to meet in Geneva in
November on ways of
strengthening the existing
Convention on Conventional

Weapons, with the UN and
ICRC saying the conference
"offers the clearest path
available" to move toward
binding legal rules on the use
of such autonomous sys-
tems.

The yearslong effort to rein
in the use of autonomous
weapons systems has strug-
gled to produce limits on use
of such lethal autonomous
weapons systems. The new
push comes against the back-
drop of drones and other
technologies used in conflicts
as diverse as Ukraine, the
Middle East, Sudan and oth-
ers. "Scientists and engineers
developing these systems
have themselves raised the
alarm," the organisations
said. "When the architects of
this technology are calling for
limits, states cannot afford to
remain passive."

"This year must mark a
turning point," the statement
added. (AP)

UN, Red Cross step up call for international
rules on 'killer robot' weapons systems

NEW DELHI, AUG 25: Delhi
Health Minister Pankaj Kumar Singh
on Tuesday said that Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta has called for an emer-
gency review meeting amid a rise in in-
fluenza cases in the national capital.

Asserting that the situation was un-
der control with adequate doctors and
medicines, Singh said Delhi has re-
ported around 3,000 influenza cases
this year, which included 2,308 H1N1
infections. Singh said this at a press con-

ference that followed a review meeting
with senior officials of the Health De-
partment, MCD, NDMC and Delhi Can-
tonment Board. "There is no problem
of doctors, staff or medicines. The chief
minister has called an emergency re-
view meeting. I assure you there is no
problem, everything is under control,"
Singh said. He said the meeting was
held to review the arrangements and
preparedness for H1N1, or seasonal in-
fluenza, as well as vector-borne diseases

in Delhi. "There is no need for panic. Pa-
tients are coming, but they are getting
treated and then going back. Isolation
wards have been created in every hos-
pital. If any patient complains of not be-
ing provided a bed, action will be taken
against the hospital," the minister said.

At 2,308 cases, H1N1 infections ac-
count for the vast majority of influenza
cases reported in Delhi this year, while
the remaining are of other strains of in-
fluenza.

Over 2,300 H1N1 Cases Among 3,000 Influenza
Infections ; CM Calls For Emergency Meeting

LUCKNOW, AUG 25:
Chief Election Commis-
sioner Gyanesh Kumar
stated on Monday that India,
with approximately 97 crore
voters, represents "the
biggest family in the world."

"In India, there are ap-
proximately 97 crore voters.
This figure is not just a statis-
tic; it's significant. Do you
know what 97 crore equals in
terms of voter population of
various countries? If you add
the voters of the US, Canada,
South America, entire Eu-
rope, entire Africa, entire
South-East Asia, even then 8
crore is left. You are a part of
such a large democracy. This
is the biggest family in the
world," Kumar said.

Kumar made the remarks
while participating in the re-
gional conference of ELC 2.0
and ECINET at the Indira
Gandhi Pratishthan in Luc-
know, the office of the UP

chief electoral officer said in a
statement.

Kumar elaborated on the
scale of the operations car-
ried out by the Election Com-
mission of India (ECI) dur-
ing Lok Sabha elections.

"The Government of India,
the world's largest govern-
ment, employs 65 lakh peo-
ple. In contrast, Walmart,
the largest private company,

employs 20 lakh. During Lok
Sabha elections, the ECI be-
comes the largest organisa-
tion on Earth, with 1.8 crore
people working alongside it,"
he emphasised, highlighting
the enormity of the process.

He pointed out that there
is no better example of trans-
parency than this.

Posing a question to his
audience, he asked how com-

munication takes place with
these 1.8 crore people. The
CEC explained that they are
all connected through
ECINET, which links state
chief electoral officers
(CEOs), district election offi-
cers (DEOs), sub-divisional
magistrates (SDMs), booth-
level officers (BLOs), presid-
ing officers, and counting of-
ficers. Kumar also
mentioned that there are 2.5
crore downloads of Twitter
(now known as X) in India
and asserted that "the truth
is on ECINET."

He added that ECINET
was launched 4-5 months
ago and is expected to be-
come the largest app in India
by the end of this year, since it
contains comprehensive in-
formation from all elections
since 1951, including voter
turnout at polling booths,
votes received by candidates,
and their affidavits. (PTI)

97 crore voters, 1.8 crore election workers:
CEC highlights scale of India's polls

KOLKATA, AUG 25:
Trinamool Congress chief
Mamata Banerjee on Mon-
day asserted that she would
not take political 'sanyas' (re-
tirement) and won't stop till
she forces the BJP into ob-
scurity.

In a Facebook Live, the for-
mer chief minister also
claimed that people of West
Bengal had "understood the
true face of the BJP within
four months" of the change
in the government, alleging
"widespread intimidation" of
citizens.

"The BJP does not allow
me to hold meetings. Those
who think I will take 'sanyas'
from politics simply because
I am denied permission are
mistaken. Our fight will not
stop until the BJP itself is
forced into political retire-
ment," Banerjee said.

Alleging that the police are
telling people they cannot
support the Mamata Baner-
jee faction of the TMC, she
said, "Police are filing cases
against TMC workers. The
SP is acting like a district
president, while the IC is act-
ing like a block president (of
the BJP)."

"Cases have been filed

against 12,000 to 14,000
people. With the help of
some traitors and looters,
people are being told to join
the BJP," she said.

She hit out at the saffron
dispensation, accusing it of
orchestrating the recent un-
rest on the Jadavpur Univer-
sity campus on account of
the clashes between ABVP
and Left students.

"The BJP created mayhem
at Jadavpur University. The
JU emblem was trampled
and destroyed. The univer-
sity is among the toppers in
national and international
rankings. Even though I may
have differences of opinion
with Jadavpur students, I re-
spect them," she said.

Banerjee alleged that the
Census exercise was another
backdoor attempt to enforce
the National Register of Citi-
zens (NRC) and that it was
implemented without con-
sulting political parties.

"The voices of democratic
movements are being sup-
pressed. The Census has be-
gun. All information must be
provided on the NRC form.
Is there any guarantee that
this information will not later
be used elsewhere?" she said.

She added that people
must exercise caution before
signing Census forms and
sharing personal data, warn-
ing that it may result in per-
sonal savings getting wiped
off.

On the Special Intensive
Revision of electoral rolls,
she alleged that the exercise
illegally deleted lakhs of gen-
uine voters and she would
move the Supreme Court
again, if required, for their
inclusion in the voter list.

"The BJP won the election
through looting. Many
names were removed in the
name of SIR. If necessary, I
will approach the Supreme
Court again. I am not some-
one who makes a living
through law, but I am a
small-time lawyer. There will
be consequences for this,"
she said.

"Now, it is not the BJP's
honeymoon period, it is their
'money-moon' phase," she
said, without elaborating fur-
ther. Banerjee also lashed
out at the Suvendu Adhikari
dispensation for its policy of
forceful eviction of hawkers
from roads and railway sta-
tions.

"You have started the poli-
tics of bulldozers. Are hawk-
ers supposed to starve? You
are serving everyone unilat-
eral notices and ordering
them to leave. What will you
do when they ask you to
leave?" she said. (PTI)

Not taking political 'sanyas', will not stop
till I force BJP into obscurity: Mamata

ISLAMABAD, AUG 25:
Pakistan's jailed former
Prime Minister Imran
Khan's party on Tuesday re-
submitted a contempt peti-
tion in the Supreme Court
over the violation of its Au-
gust 18 order to transfer him
to a private hospital.

The Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) resubmitted the
contempt petition hours af-
ter the court returned it with
objections.

The petition was filed by
Uzma Khan, a sister of the
73-year-old politician, accus-
ing the government of failing
to shift the PTI founder to
Shifa International Hospital
in Islamabad for treatment.

The Apex Court had re-
turned Uzma's petition on
technical grounds, but the
PTI lawyers immediately ad-
dressed the concerns and ob-
jections raised by the court
and resubmitted it.

PTI chairman Gohar Khan
said one of the objections
was that the petitioner had
not provided a list of charges
levelled against the govern-
ment. "We will file the peti-
tion again," he had said.

On August 22, Uzma ap-
proached the top court after
Khan was taken to the state-
run Pakistan Institute of
Medical Sciences (PIMS) on
the night of August 20-21 for
an eye procedure and other
diagnostic examinations in-
stead of the private-run Shifa

hospital.
was subsequently trans-

ported back to Adiala Jail --
which the petition argues vio-
lated the court's order direct-
ing that Khan would remain
admitted at the Islamabad
hospital until the next hear-
ing on September 16.

In her petition, Uzma
urged the top court to initiate
contempt proceedings
against the respondents for
their "wilful, deliberate and
contumacious disobedience
and violation" of its order.

The respondents include
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif, Law Minister Azam
Nazeer Tarar, Information
Minister Attaullah Tarar,
and several senior govern-
ment officials, including Adi-
ala Jail Superintendent Sajid
Baig.

The petition contended
that the court was being ap-

proached in light of the "non-
compliance and brazen vio-
lations" of the Supreme
Court's order by the respon-
dents.

"It is clear from the re-
spondents' own admissions
that the court directions con-
tained in the August 18 order
were violated," it said.

It said the failure to shift
Khan to Shifa International
Hospital "leaves no manner
of doubt" that the respon-
dents had consciously cho-
sen to disregard and violate
the top court's order.

It also said the respon-
dents' conduct undermined
the authority of the Supreme
Court and warranted cogni-
sance by the court.

The Government, how-
ever, defended its decision to
take Khan to PIMS rather
than Shifa, citing security
concerns.

Two specialists from Shifa
International Hospital also
participated in Khan's eye
examination at PIMS, ac-
cording to the hospital ad-
ministration.

Meanwhile, the Govern-
ment has petitioned the
Supreme Court seeking a re-
view and recall of its order to
shift the former cricketer-
turned-politician to a private
hospital, arguing that the or-
der was discriminatory be-
cause it applied only to Khan
and could set a precedent for
other prisoners to seek treat-
ment at private hospitals.

The Supreme Court's or-
der followed months of con-
cern raised by Khan's family
and supporters over his
health, particularly an eye
condition diagnosed earlier
this year.

His supporters have con-
tinued to protest against his
incarceration. His relatives
and party colleagues have re-
peatedly alleged human
rights violations and accused
authorities of restricting his
access to adequate medical
care, family visits and legal
counsel. 

The government has re-
jected such allegations.

Khan was arrested on Au-
gust 5, 2023, in a corruption
case and has remained in
custody since then. He has
been lodged in Adiala Jail, a
detention facility on the out-
skirts of Rawalpindi. (PTI)

Imran Khan's party resubmits contempt
plea after apex court raises objections

LUCKNOW, AUG 25:
Chief Election Commis-
sioner (CEC) Gyanesh Ku-
mar on Tuesday described
Booth Level Officers (BLOs)
as the "foundation of Indian
democracy", saying their
transparency and dedication
at the grassroots level have
earned them the trust of vot-
ers.

Addressing an interaction
with BLOs in Lucknow, Ku-
mar said the Election Com-
mission of India conducts
elections transparently and
strictly in accordance with
the Constitution, laws and
directions of the poll panel.

"BLOs are the foundation
of Indian democracy. They
are known among voters at
their respective booths for
their transparency and dedi-

cation," he said.
Kumar said the interaction

was aimed at hearing sugges-
tions from BLOs and ad-
dressing their queries, not-
ing that they perform their
duties with commitment at
the grassroots level.

He also shared his old fam-
ily and educational connec-
tions with Lucknow, saying
he felt a bond with the BLOs
as members of a common
family.

India has around 97 crore
registered voters, a figure
larger than the combined
electorate of several coun-
tries, Kumar said.

Lok Sabha elections,
around 1.80 crore people
work on deputation, making
the electoral exercise one of
the world's largest adminis-

trative operations. There are
around 12 lakh BLOs across
the country, he said.

The CEC said BLOs play a
crucial role in maintaining
electoral rolls by identifying
and removing entries relat-
ing to absent, shifted, dead,
duplicate and foreign voters
while ensuring every eligible
citizen aged 18 and above is
included in the rolls.

He also highlighted the
three-tier concurrent audit
mechanism in the electoral
process.

At the draft electoral roll
stage, lists prepared by BLOs
are audited by Booth Level
Agents of political parties.
On polling day, procedures
ranging from mock polling to
filling Part 1 of Form 17C and
sealing Electronic Voting

Machines are conducted in
the presence of polling
agents, he said.

Similarly, during counting,
candidates' counting agents
remain present to oversee
the process, Kumar said.

The CEC urged election of-
ficials in Uttar Pradesh to
work towards increasing
voter turnout in the upcom-
ing elections and ensure that
every eligible voter is
reached. He particularly
called for greater outreach
among young voters and
married women.

Kumar said the efforts of
BLOs were critical to keeping
electoral rolls accurate and
ensuring every eligible citi-
zen gets an opportunity to
exercise their franchise.
(Agencies)

BLOs are foundation of Indian 
democracy, says CEC Gyanesh Kumar
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