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BIS J&K conducts Enforcement Raid in Jalandhar,
Seizes 80 Non-ISI Marked Hand Dryers

HIMALAYAN MAIL NEWS
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The Bureau of Indian
Standards (BIS), Jammu
and Kashmir Branch Of-
fice, conducted an enforce-
ment raid at a manufactur-
ing premises in Jalandhar,
Punjab, and seized 80 hand
dryers found without the
mandatory BIS Standard
Mark (ISI Mark).

BIS, the National Stan-
dards Body of India estab-
lished under the BIS Act,
2016, is responsible for
standard formulation,
product certification and
laboratory and systems cer-
tification. Through its ac-
tivities, the organisation
works to ensure the avail-
ability of safe, reliable and
high-quality goods, min-
imise health hazards to
consumers and support
public policies relating to
product safety, consumer
protection, food safety, en-
vironmental protection
and quality in construction
and infrastructure.

According to BIS, no per-
son is permitted to manu-
facture, import, distribute,
sell, hire, lease, store or ex-
hibit for sale any goods cov-
ered under a mandatory
Quality Control Order
(QCO) without a valid BIS
Standard Mark.

Hand dryers conforming
to 1S 302 (Part 2/Sec 23):
2009 are covered under the
Electrical Appliances for
Skin or Hair Care (Quality
Control) Order, 2023, is-
sued by the Department for
Promotion of Industry and
Internal Trade, Ministry of
Commerce and Industry.

HAND DRYER WITH BIS CERTIFICATION
(1Sl Mark and CML No.)

HAND DRYER WITHOUT BIS CERTIFICATION
(NO ISl Mark and CML No.)

The mandatory BIS certifi-
cation requirements under
the order became fully ap-
plicable to all enterprises,
including micro and small
enterprises, from Septem-
ber5, 2025.

Acting on specific infor-
mation regarding an al-
leged violation of the Qual-
ity Control Order, ateam of
officials from the BIS
Jammu and Kashmir
Branch Office conducted a
Search and Seizure opera-
tion on August 25, 2026, at
a manufacturing premises
near Pathankot Road, close
to Reru Pind Gate, Jaland-
har, Punjab.

During the raid, officials

found hand dryers without
the mandatory ISI Mark at
the manufacturing
premises. The products
carried details including
the brand name, manufac-
turer's name and date of
manufacture. A total of 80
hand dryers were seized for
alleged contravention of
Section 17(1)(a) of the BIS
Act, 2016.

The violation is punish-
able under Section 29 of
the BIS Act, which provides
for imprisonment of up to
two years, a fine of not less
than Rs 2 lakh, or both.
Further legal action is be-
ing initiated for filing a
complaint before the com-

petent court of law, BIS
said.

BIS has appealed to con-
sumers to use the BIS
CARE mobile application,
available on Android and
iOS platforms, to verify
mandatory BIS certifica-
tion, check the authenticity
of the ISI Mark and BIS
Hallmark and lodge com-
plaints regarding non-cer-
tified mandatory products
or misuse of these marks.

Consumers can also sub-
mit complaints to the Bu-
reau of Indian Standards,
Jammu and Kashmir
Branch Office, Lane No. 4,
SIDCO Industrial Com-
plex, Bari Brahmana.

Dragon Fruit Cultivation Can Boost
Farmers’ Income; MLA Akhnoor
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Akhnoor, August 25:
With an aim to acquaint
farmers with modern hor-
ticulture technologies, gov-
ernment schemes and prof-
itable crop diversification
opportunities, the Depart-
ment of Horticulture
Jammu organised an
awareness camp at the
Government Fruit Plant
Nursery, Gandharwan,
here today.

Akhnoor MLA Mohan
Lal Bhagat was the Chief
Guest, while Director Horti-
culture Jammu Gul Sayeed
attended the programme as
the Guest of Honour.

During the programme,
Chief Horticulture Officer
Jammu R.K. Kotwal
briefed the farmers about
various schemes and initia-
tives being implemented by
the department. He also

highlighted the growing
potential of dragon fruit
cultivation in the Jammu
region, describing it as a
promising and remunera-
tive option for farmers
looking to diversify their
orchards.

The farmers were pro-
vided practical information
ondragon fruit cultivation,
including selection of qual-
ity planting material, site
selection, trellis systems,
irrigation, plant spacing,
orchard management, nu-
trient managementand in-
come potential.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Director Horticulture
Jammu Gul Sayeed said
that the department was
working to strengthen hor-
ticulture infrastructure,
promote quality planting
material and introduce new
and profitable fruit cropsin
the region. He encouraged
farmers to move towards

scientific, technology-dri-
ven and market-oriented
horticulture practices to
enhance productivity and
income.

MLA Mohan Lal Bhagat
appreciated the depart-
ment for organising the
farmer-oriented awareness
programme and exposure
visit. He urged farmers to
adopt modern scientific
cultivation practices, diver-
sify their orchards and
make full use of govern-
ment schemes and techni-
cal support. He also
stressed the need for better
coordination between
farmers, technical institu-
tions and government de-
partments.

As part of the pro-
gramme, a one-day farm-
ers’ exposure tour was also
flagged off. During the
tour, farmers visited
SKUAST-Jammu, where
they interacted with ex-

perts and gained practical
knowledge about the latest
horticulture technologies
and scientific farming prac-
tices.

The farmers also visited
the Government Fruit
Plant Nursery, Vijaypur,
where they were ac-
quainted with modern
nursery management, pro-
duction and maintenance
of quality fruit planting ma-
terial and other nursery
technologies.

The programme pro-
vided farmers with valu-
able exposure to modern
fruit production, dragon
fruit cultivation, nursery
and irrigation management
besides various depart-
mental schemes and initia-
tives. Officers and field staff
of the Horticulture Depart-
ment, farmers, local ad-
ministration representa-
tives and media persons
attended the programme.

Vikrant Nominated as Member of Zonal
Railway Users’ Consultative Committee
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Vikrant Gupta has been
nominated as a member of
the Zonal Railway Users’
Committee
(ZRUCC), Northern Railway,
a development that has been
warmly welcomed by people

Consultative

across Jammu.

The nomination has been
widely appreciated as recog-
nition of Gupta's commit-
ment to public service, active
engagement with community
issues and ability to raise
matters of public concern before
the appropriate authorities.

People expressed hope that his
inclusion in the committee would
provide a stronger voice to railway
users from Jammu and adjoining

areas.

The ZRUCC serves as an impor-
tant platform for discussing issues
related to railway services, passen-
ger amenities, connectivity, infra-
structure and other concerns af-
Gupta's

fecting railway users.

nomination is being seen as an op-
portunity to highlight the needs
and aspirations of passengers from
the Jammu region.

As a member of the committee,
Gupta is expected to effectively
represent the concerns of railway
users, particularly regarding im-
provement of passenger facilities,
cleanliness, convenience, railway
services and infrastructure, and
take up these matters with the con-
cerned authorities.
Representatives of various social

and religious organisations,
prominent citizens, com-
munity members and well-
wishers congratulated
Gupta on his nomination.
They expressed hope that
his experience, dedication
and public-oriented ap-
proach would contribute
meaningfully towards im-
proving railway facilities
for the people of the region.

Expressing gratitude to
everyone who conveyed
their congratulations and
best wishes, Vikrant Gupta
said that he would dis-

charge the responsibility entrusted
to him with utmost dedication, sin-
cerity and commitment. He as-

sured that the genuine concerns of

railway users from Jammu would
be appropriately highlighted before
the concerned authorities.

People from Jammu extended
their heartfelt congratulations and
best wishes to Gupta and expressed
confidence that his tenure in the
ZRUCC would be productive and
beneficial for railway passengers
and the Jammu region.
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Notice Served on Cross Town News Over
Alleged False and Misleading Report
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A legal notice has been
served upon Cross Town
News on behalf of Sh. Ra-
jeev  Kumar Khajuria,
JKAS, Joint Commissioner
(Administration), Jammu
Municipal  Corporation
(IMC), challenging the fac-
tual basis of a news report
published by the media
outlet and terming allega-
tions of favouritism against
him as false, misleading
and contrary to the official
record.

According to the notice,
the Government communi-
cation cited in the news re-
port published on August
24,2026, was merely a cov-
ering letter relating to cor-

respondence over a com-
plaint against Sh. Kapil
Khajuria, Draftsman in
JMC. It was not an order
directing any action against
the Joint Commissioner
(Administration), as al-
legedly portrayed in the re-
port.

The notice further clari-
fies that the process con-
cerning the promotion of
two Engineers had com-
menced much before the
tenure of the present Joint
Commissioner (Adminis-
tration). The Departmental
Promotion  Committee
(DPC) meeting in this re-
gard was held on January
19, 2026, while the subse-
guent promotions were is-
sued by the Government
vide Government Order
No. 84-HUD of 2026 dated

April 24,2026.

Significantly, the notice
states that Sh. Rajeev Ku-
mar Khajuria was neither a
member of the DPC nor
had any role in the said
promotions.

It also places on record
that the seniority lists of
Engineers were issued sep-
arately, including the final
seniority list dated July 29,
2026. Further, the Govern-
ment order concerning Sh.
Kapil Khajuria, Draftsman,
had been issued in January
2023, well before the pre-
sent Joint Commissioner
(Administration) joined
JMC.

Through the legal notice,
Cross Town News has been
called upon to remove the
impugned reports, publish
anunconditional retraction

and apology within seven
days, and refrain from any
further circulation of the al-
legations.

The notice states that
failure to comply with these
demands may invite appro-
priate civil and criminal
proceedings, besides re-
course to competent fo-
rums, including the Press
Council of India.

The matter has once
again highlighted the im-
portance of verifying alle-
gations concerning public
servants against official
records before placing
them in the public domain,
particularly where such al-
legations concern officers
known for discharging
their official duties with
dedication, transparency
and impartiality.

DIET Kud Organises Zone-Level Science

Seminars Ahead of District
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DIET Kud, Udhampur,
under the guidance of its
Principal, Smt. Irvinder
Kour, isorganising a series
of Zone-Level Science
Seminars across various
educational zones as a pre-
lude to the upcoming Dis-
trict-Level Science Semi-
nar on the theme “Indian
Energy Basket 2047:
Prospects and Challenges.”

The seminars are being
conducted in the educa-
tional zones of Ramnagar,
Ghordi, Tikri, Kulwanta
and Babey, with the objec-
tive of providing students
a platform to showcase
their scientific under-
standing, innovative ideas
and awareness regarding
India's future energy re-
guirements and sustain-
able development.

The Zone-Level Science
Seminar for Ramnagar was
held on August 24 at the
ICT Lab of Rising Pillar
Higher Secondary School,
Ramnagar. Smt. Urvashi
Parihar, Principal, HSS
Ramnagar, was the Chief
Guest and highlighted the
importance of alternative
energy sources and neces-
sary safety measures for
their sustainable use.

Sh. Bishan Sharma,
HOD, DIET Kud and
Nodal Officer, attended as
Guest of Honour and em-
phasized the important
role of the youth in con-
tributing towards the vi-
sion of a developed India
by 2047. Sh. Girdhari Lal,
ZEO Ramnagar, appealed

~ ECC
to students to adopt opti-
mal and responsible use of
energy, while Dr. R. P.
Singh, District Coordina-
tor, NSS National Science
Seminar 2026, sensitised
the participants about the
prospects and challenges
facing India's energy sec-
tor. Sh. Rajesh Modi, Prin-
cipal, Rising Pillar Higher
Secondary School, Ramna-
gar, extended full coopera-
tion for the successful con-
duct of the event.

The seminar was coordi-
nated by Zonal Coordina-
tors Rekha Thakur and
Neetika Mallee. Rekha
Thakur also conducted the
proceedings as stage secre-
tary, while Neetika Mallee
managed the question-
and-answer session along
with the panel of judges
comprising Arvind Brah-

manu,
Sanjay Kumar.
Mallee later proposed the
vote of thanks.

In the Ramnagar zone,
HSS Dehari secured the
first position, HS Girls
Ramnagar bagged the sec-
ond position and HSS
Ramnagar stood third.

Similarly, the Zone-
Level Science Seminar in
Tikri was organised on Au-
gust 25. Smt. Irvinder
Kour, Principal, DIET Kud,
as Chief Guest, stressed the
importance of renewable
energy, energy conserva-
tion and responsible utili-
sation of available re-
sources. Nodal Officer Sh.
Bishan Sharma and Dis-
trict Coordinator Dr. R. P.
Singh provided guidance
to the participants, while
the ZEO Tikri and District

Neetika

-Level Event

Technical Coordinator Sh.
Sanjay Kumar extended
necessary support for the
successful conduct of the
programme. Zonal Coordi-
nators Ms. Priyanka Devi
and Sh. Ajay Kumar Dogra
coordinated the participa-
tion of schools.

The winners of the Tikri
zone seminar were GHS
Hartyan in the first posi-
tion, HSS Tikri in the sec-
ond position and HSS Tikri
in the third position.

The series of zone-level
seminars reflects DIET
Kud's commitment to nur-
turing scientific temper
among students and identi-
fying talented participants
for the upcoming District-
Level Science Seminar, fo-
cusing on India's energy
transition and the vision of
Viksit Bharat 2047.

Welcomes Women Activists from APP, BJP into NC Fold,

Highlights Omar Govt's Wome
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Senior leader Jammu
and Kashmir National Con-
ference Provincial Presi-
dent Jammu Rattan Lal
Gupta today welcomed a
number of women political
activists from the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) and
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) into the National
Conference fold at the
party’s Provincial Head-
quarter, Gandhi Nagar,
Jammu in the Presence of
Abdul Gani Teli Chairman
OBC Cell, S. Tejinder Pal
Singh Provincial President
Jammu YNC, Pardeep Bali
Provincial Secretary
Jammu and Pusp Jandial.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Rattan Lal Gupta said
the growing participation
of women in the National
Conference reflected their
faith in the party’s inclusive
vision and its commitment
to social justice, empower-
ment and equal opportuni-
ties. He highlighted several
women-centric initiatives
undertaken by the Omar
Abdullah-led government,
saying that the govern-

ment’s prach was fo-
cused on mobility, dignity,

economic independence
and social security for
women.

“The Omar Abdullah
government has demon-
strated through concrete
decisions that women’s
empowerment is not
merely aslogan buta prior-
ity. Free public transport
for women is a significant
step towards ensuring
greater mobility, indepen-
dence and access to educa-
tion and employment,”
Guptasaid. The increase in
marriage assistance for
girls from AAY families to
?75,000, he said the mea-
sure would provide mean-
ingful support to economi-
cally vulnerable
families..Addressing the
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gathering Laxmi Datta Se-
nior leader also welcomed
the government’s focus on
women’s economic em-
powerment through sup-
port for 40,000 women un-
der the Lakhpati Didi
initiative, strengthening of
the UMEED programme,
and the expansion of
women-led Self-Help
Groups.“When women be-
come economically inde-
pendent, families and com-
munities become stronger.
Supporting women entre-
preneurs, SHGs and rural
livelihoods is an invest-
ment in the future of
Jammu and Kashmir,” she
said.

Bimla Luthra former
MLA and State Vice Presi-
dent Women Wing Refer-
ring to the proposed Sakhi

n-Centric Initiatives: Gupta
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Sadan centres. These initia-
tives would provide greater
institutional support,
safety and dignity to work-
ing women, students and
women facing difficult cir-
cumstances.She said the
participation of women in
political and social life was
essential for building a pro-
gressive Jammu and Kash-
mir.

Subash Bhagat District
President Jammu Rural
“A” said that “Women are
not merely beneficiaries of
development; they are
partners and leaders in the
development process. The
National Conference will
continue to work towards
creating greater opportuni-
ties for women in every
sphere of public life,”.



