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A deputation of former
corporators met Deputy
Commissioner Jammu,
Dr. Rakesh Minhas, and
raised concerns over the
alleged misuse and irreg-
ularities in the utilisation
of funds under the SASCI
scheme meant for recon-
struction of infrastructure
damaged during the dev-
astating floods of August
26, 2025.

The former corporators
said that the unprece-
dented floods had caused
extensive damage to public
infrastructure and af-
fected a large number of
people. They recalled that
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah had visited
Jammu and toured the

flood-affected areas fol-
lowing the disaster, rais-
ing hopes among the af-
fected people regarding
the reconstruction of
damaged infrastructure
and compensation for
flood victims.

The deputation urged
the Deputy Commissioner

to ensure that funds pro-
vided under the SASCI
scheme for restoration
and reconstruction of
damaged infrastructure
are utilised properly and
that there is no misuse or
misappropriation of pub-
lic funds.

The former corporators

also pointed out that sev-
eral flood-affected fami-
lies were yet to receive
compensation for the
losses suffered during the
disaster.

Deputy Commissioner
Jammu, Dr. Rakesh Min-
has, patiently heard the
concerns raised by the
deputation and assured
them that the funds would
not be misused or misap-
propriated. On the issue of
compensation, the Deputy
Commissioner informed
the deputation that com-
pensation had been pro-
vided to eligible victims
having land ownership.

The deputation com-
prised Sham Lal Basson,
Gourav Chopra, Inder
Singh Sudan, Balbir Ku-
mar, Amit Gupta, Rashpal
Bhadwaj, Mohi-ud-Din
and Anita Sharma.

Former Corporators Meet DC, Raise Concerns Over 
Utilisation of SASCI Funds and Flood Compensation

JAMMU, AUG 25: Director
Tourism Jammu, Dr. Vikas Gupta,
JKAS, today chaired a meeting to re-
view the progress of various ongo-
ing tourism development projects
aimed at strengthening tourism in-
frastructure, diversifying Jammu's
tourism offerings and creating new
and distinctive attractions for visi-
tors.

The meeting commenced with a
review of the physical and financial
progress of major tourism projects,
including the construction of an in-
door swimming pool at Sidhra Golf
Course, development of Aithem as
an Adventure Tourism Hub, con-
struction of a swimming pool at Jha-
jjar Kotli under SASCI, and con-
struction of a Fun Park at Surinsar.

The Director Tourism reviewed
the detailed status of the works and
directed the Executive Engineer,
R&B Division, Nagrota, to expedite
execution and ensure timely com-

pletion of the projects. Pending le-
gal matters concerning the Nagrota
Division were also reviewed, with
directions issued to ensure prompt
follow-up and compliance in all on-
going court cases.

Various electrical works and re-
quirements related to the ongoing
tourism projects were also reviewed
with the concerned officers of the
Electric Division, Jammu. Dr.
Gupta emphasized the need for
close coordination among all con-
cerned departments to address is-
sues promptly and ensure synchro-
nized and time-bound execution of
the works.

The Director Tourism stressed
that all tourism development pro-
jects should be implemented with a
strong focus on quality, sustainabil-
ity, functionality and visitor conve-
nience. He directed the concerned
officers to maintain effective inter-
departmental coordination, resolve

bottlenecks expeditiously and ad-
here strictly to the prescribed time-
lines.

As part of efforts to further
strengthen Jammu's tourism infra-
structure, the Director Tourism, ac-
companied by officers of the Depart-
ment of Tourism and in
coordination with the Director, Cul-
ture Jammu, also visited Kala
Kendra Society, Jammu. During the
joint site visit, a suitable location
was explored for establishing the
proposed Art and Heritage Gallery.

The meeting was attended by the
Joint Director, Tourism, Jammu;
Deputy Director, Tourism Planning;
and other officers of the Depart-
ment of Tourism, Jammu, besides
the Superintending Engineer, R&B
Jammu North; Executive Engineer,
R&B Division, Nagrota; and con-
cerned officers and officials from
PWD (R&B), Jammu East, and the
Electric Division, Jammu.

Director Tourism Reviews Progress of
Key Tourism Development Projects

NEW DELHI, AU-
GUST 25: Special Secre-
tary, Information Depart-
ment, Jammu & Kashmir,
Pawan Singh Rathore, at-
tended the National Con-
ference with States/UTs
and Information & Public
Relations (I&PR) Secre-
taries convened by the
Ministry of Information &
Broadcasting, Govern-
ment of India, at Vigyan
Bhawan, New Delhi.

The conference brought
together senior officers
from the Centre and
States/UTs to deliberate
upon strengthening coor-
dination in the fields of
public broadcasting, me-
dia, film, creative indus-
tries, information dissem-
ination and the emerging
Media & Entertainment
(M&E) ecosystem. The de-
liberations also focused
on facilitating greater par-
ticipation of States and
UTs in national initiatives
and ensuring that the ben-
efits of the rapidly ex-
panding creative economy
reach talent and institu-
tions across the country.

A comprehensive
agenda covering 15 key ar-
eas was discussed during
the conference. These in-
cluded implementation of
the **Right of Way (RoW)
mechanism for cable op-
erators by State Govern-
ments, roadmap for
WAVES 2027, strengthen-

ing WAVES Bazaar and
market access, expansion
of public service broad-
casting infrastructure, in-
tegration of the Indian
Cine Hub (ICH)/Film Fa-
cilitation Office (FFO)
portal, adoption of the
single-window ICH portal
for film shooting and live-
event permissions,
strengthening public ser-
vice broadcasting through
content co-production
and State-specific pro-
gramming, promotion of
the live-events sector, ca-
pacity building of DIPR
officers, transition to the
digital framework under
the Press and Registration
of Periodicals (PRP) Act,
2023, strengthening li-
braries, promotion of low-
cost cinema in rural and
underserved areas, acces-
sibility standards in cin-
ema halls, operationalisa-
tion of the WAVES State
Ecosystem and State part-
nership for the Create in
India Challenge (CIC) –
Season 2.

The conference high-
lighted the WAVES plat-
form as an important na-
tional initiative for
bringing together the cre-
ative industries, technol-
ogy, startups, investors,
creators and global indus-
try leaders.

The proposed roadmap
for WAVES 2027 envis-
ages a wider and more di-

verse ecosystem compris-
ing the CEO Roundtable,
Creatosphere, WAVEX,
WAVES Bazaar, Global
Leaders’ Track, WAVES
Cultural, Thought Lead-
ers’ Track and Exhibition
& Country Pavilions.

The Exhibition and
Bharat Pavilion compo-
nent is proposed to pro-
vide a global showcase of
India’s media and enter-
tainment capabilities, cul-
ture and creative indus-
tries, besides promoting
India as a global filming
destination. The initiative
also seeks to facilitate
high-value partnerships
and deal-making while
showcasing Indian intel-
lectual property, innova-
tion and immersive experi-
ences.

The conference also re-
viewed the role of WAVEX
as a start-up accelerator,
aimed at providing a plat-
form for media-tech star-
tups and fostering
stronger linkages between
emerging entrepreneurs,
investors, industry leaders
and markets. The empha-
sis was on creating an en-
abling environment for in-
novation,
entrepreneurship and em-
ployment within the Me-
dia & Entertainment sec-
tor.

A major area of discus-
sion was strengthening
public broadcasting

through content and com-
munity reach. The confer-
ence highlighted initia-
tives such as WAVES OTT,
MyWAVES and Gems of
India, with emphasis on
showcasing State/UT-
specific content, culture,
tourism, heritage and de-
velopment stories.
Greater participation of
local creators, particularly
through MyWAVES and
the Gems of India initia-
tive, was encouraged to
bring district-level talent
and unique local stories to
wider audiences.

The States and UTs were
encouraged to work
closely with the Ministry
for amplification of Gov-
ernment schemes, citizen
services and public-
awareness campaigns,
while also facilitating ded-
icated showcases of local
culture, tourism, heritage
and developmental
achievements through na-

tional media and broad-
casting platforms.

The proposed State/UT
Partnership for Create in
India Challenge (CIC) –
Season 2 was another im-
portant component of the
conference. The initiative
is aimed at identifying,
nurturing, upskilling and
showcasing India’s cre-
ative talent, particularly
from Tier-II and Tier-III
cities, and connecting
such talent with industry
and employment opportu-
nities.

Under the proposed
partnership framework,
States/UTs have been ad-
vised to designate a State
Nodal Officer (SPOC) for
coordination, communi-
cation and facilitation of
WAVES and CIC-related
activities. States may also
identify suitable spaces
for WAVES State
Centres/incubation cen-
tres and facilitate identifi-

cation of promising star-
tups, innovators, free-
lancers, developers and
content creators.

The State partnership
further envisages support
for promotion and out-
reach, provision of
venues, incubation and
mentoring, grant/seed
funding and market ac-
cess. States may facilitate
access to suitable venues
such as stadiums, auditori-
ums, convention centres,
educational institutions
and skill-development
centres for workshops,
masterclasses, auditions
and talent showcases.

The conference empha-
sised that State-level par-
ticipation would be criti-
cal for taking these
initiatives beyond major
urban centres and creat-
ing a more inclusive cre-
ative ecosystem.
States/UTs were encour-
aged to utilise their infor-
mation and publicity ma-
chinery, including State
DIPRs and other available
media assets, for exten-
sive outreach and promo-
tion of CIC and WAVES-
related activities.

The deliberations also
covered strengthening the
film ecosystem through
the Indian Cine Hub, in-
cluding adoption of the
single-window mecha-
nism for film shooting and
live-event permissions.

The initiative is aimed at
facilitating ease of doing
business for filmmakers
and event organisers and
positioning States and
UTs as attractive destina-
tions for film production
and creative activities.

The importance of pro-
moting low-cost cinema
in rural and underserved
areas and ensuring im-
plementation of accessi-
bility standards in cin-
ema halls was also
underlined, with a view to
making cinema and en-
tertainment more inclu-
sive and accessible to
wider sections of society.

The conference further
stressed the need for ca-
pacity building of DIPR
officers through training
facilities of the Indian In-
stitute of Mass Communi-
cation (IIMC), enabling
information departments
to keep pace with emerg-
ing communication tech-
nologies, digital media
platforms and evolving
public communication
practices.

Participating in the de-
liberations, Special Secre-
tary Information Pawan
Rathore represented
Jammu & Kashmir’s per-
spective and engaged in
discussions concerning
greater State participation
in the emerging national
media, broadcasting and
creative economy initia-

tives. The participation
provided an opportunity
to explore avenues for
strengthening Jammu &
Kashmir’s presence on na-
tional platforms and cre-
ating enhanced opportu-
nities for local creators,
filmmakers, startups and
media professionals.

The conference reaf-
firmed the importance of
Centre-State collabora-
tion in building a vibrant,
technology-enabled and
employment-oriented Me-
dia & Entertainment
ecosystem, with States
and UTs playing a crucial
role in identifying local
talent, facilitating infra-
structure, promoting local
stories and connecting
creative talent with na-
tional and global markets.

The participation of the
Information Department,
Jammu & Kashmir, is ex-
pected to further
strengthen institutional
linkages with the Ministry
of Information & Broad-
casting and facilitate
greater engagement of the
Union Territory with ini-
tiatives such as WAVES,
WAVES Bazaar, WAVEX,
MyWAVES and Create in
India Challenge, thereby
providing a wider plat-
form for Jammu & Kash-
mir’s rich cultural her-
itage, creative talent and
emerging media ecosys-
tem.

Pawan Rathore attends National Conference with States/UTs & I&PR Secretaries
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A “Swachhata Sankalp”
campaign was organised to-
day in Bhaderwah under the
aegis of the Directorate of
Urban Local Bodies,
Jammu, with the objective of
strengthening awareness
about cleanliness, sanitation,
responsible waste manage-
ment and environmental
protection among the com-
munity.

The programme was
graced by Additional Deputy
Commissioner (ADC) Sunil
Kumar Bhutyal, who flagged
off the Swachhata Sankalp
Rally in the presence of Ex-
ecutive Officer (EO) Ravi
Saini, Principal, Boys Higher
Secondary School Dr.
Kailash Kumar, besides
other officials, students and
members of the local com-
munity.

The campaign witnessed
enthusiastic participation in a
series of activities, including a
cleanliness drive, awareness
programme, cleanliness
pledge and rally. Students,
officials and locals actively
participated in the rally and
spread the message of clean-
liness, hygiene and responsi-
ble waste disposal across the

town. The dignitaries em-
phasised that cleanliness
must be adopted as a contin-
uous community responsi-
bility rather than being con-
fined to a one-day campaign.
They stressed the need for
proper waste disposal, pro-

tection of public spaces, en-
vironmental conservation
and active participation of
citizens in maintaining a
clean, healthy and sustain-
able environment.

The organisers called upon
citizens, particularly stu-

dents and youth, to become
ambassadors of cleanliness
and encourage their families
and communities to adopt
good sanitation practices
and contribute towards
building a cleaner and
greener Bhaderwah.

Swachhata Sankalp Campaign held in Bhaderwah
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The Department of Horti-
culture Doda organised a
sensitisation, awareness and
women farmers’ training
programme at Bhaderwah
under the Jammu & Kash-
mir Competitiveness Im-
provement Project (JKCIP).

The event focused on
strengthening horticulture
activities, promoting mod-
ern orchard management
and enhancing income op-
portunities for farming com-
munities.

The programme was at-
tended by Member Legisla-
tive Assembly Bhaderwah
Daleep Singh Parihar as the
chief guest, while ADC Sunil
Kumar Bhutyal was the
guest of honour.

Chief Horticulture Officer
R. N. Upadhyay, DLSMS
Asif Bodha and Horticulture
Development Officer (HDO)
Rohan Kumar were also pre-
sent.

The training programme
primarily focused on value
addition of fruits and vegeta-
bles, with special emphasis
on processing and post-har-
vest management to help
farmers enhance the eco-
nomic value of their pro-
duce. The participants were
also sensitised about crop
management and expan-
sion, nursery development,

Agriculture Service Centres,
solar fencing, entrepreneur-
led orchard management
and efficient water manage-
ment. The HDO delivered
awareness-based lectures on
modern horticultural prac-
tices, while a technical ses-
sion was also conducted at
the workshop of MCC
Bhaderwah, providing par-

ticipants with practical
knowledge related to pro-
cessing and value addition.

A significant number of
farmers, particularly women
farmers, participated enthu-
siastically in the programme
and interacted with the ex-
perts to gain knowledge
about improved horticul-
tural practices and liveli-

hood-oriented opportuni-
ties. The officials highlighted
the need for farmers to
adopt modern technologies,
scientific orchard manage-
ment and value-addition
practices for improving pro-
ductivity, reducing post-har-
vest losses and generating
additional sources of in-
come.

Women Farmers trained in Value Addition 
of Fruits & Vegetables at BhaderwahADC flags off Rally, Calls for collective responsibility towards cleanliness


