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Deputy Commissioner
Ramban Mohammad Alyas
Khan today visited Village
Kulthi Chakka-Kundi in
Tehsil Rajgarh to assess the
situation arising from re-
cent land subsidence and
sinking along the reservoir
area of Baglihar Dam.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner also interacted with
local residents and listened
to their grievances regard-
ing development, road con-
nectivity and essential ser-
vices and supplies.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner was accompanied by
Assistant Commissioner
Revenue (ACR), Shokat
Hayat Mattoo; Executive
Engineer PWD, Ranjeet
Singh; Tehsildar Rajgarh,
Major Singh; Executive En-
gineer, JKPDC and other
concerned officers.

During the inspection,
the Deputy Commissioner
took stock of the damage
caused by land subsidence
and water-flushing impacts
along the reservoir bank.
One house has reportedly
been submerged, while
cracks have developed in
other adjoining structures,
posing safety concerns to
the affected families.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner reviewed the relief,
evacuation and damage as-
sessment measures initi-
ated by the district adminis-
tration. He issued
necessary directions to the
concerned officers to en-

sure the safety and well-be-
ing of the affected resi-
dents. Families residing in
vulnerable and high-risk
structures have already
been evacuated and shifted
to safer accommodations
by the District Administra-
tion.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner directed the Execu-
tive Engineer of Jammu
and Kashmir Power Devel-
opment Corporation
(JKPDC) and concerned
technical teams to under-
take a comprehensive
structural and loss assess-
ment of the affected area
and properties. He stressed

that the assessment should
be completed expedi-
tiously.

He further directed the
concerned agencies to
maintain close and continu-
ous monitoring of houses
and other structures lo-
cated in vulnerable zones
along the reservoir edge
and to take immediate pre-
ventive measures, includ-
ing evacuation, wherever
required, in view of any fur-
ther signs of subsidence.

Interacting with the lo-
cals, the Deputy Commis-
sioner patiently listened to
their grievances and as-
sured them of continued

administrative support. He
reiterated that the safety of
residents remains the ad-
ministration’s foremost
priority and assured that all
necessary relief and safety
measures would be taken
on a priority basis.

Responding to the de-
mands raised by the locals,
the Deputy Commissioner
directed the concerned Ex-
ecutive Engineer to take
necessary measures for
construction of crash bar-
riers and drainage systems
alongside roads, improve-
ment of road conditions
and restoration of the
Kulthi Iron Bridge.

DC Ramban visits Subsidence-Hit
Kulthi Chakka-Kundi area

KISHTWAR, AUGUST
24: Deputy Commissioner
Kishtwar, Pankaj Kumar
Sharma today chaired a re-
view meeting to assess the
improvement in key perfor-
mance indicators (KPIs) and
the progress of developmen-
tal works being undertaken
in Block Marwah and Block
Warwan under the Aspira-
tional Block Development
Programme 2026-27 of the
Government of India and
the Union Territory Govern-
ment of J&K.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner reviewed the progress
of key performance indica-
tors (KPIs) under key sec-
tors, including health and
nutrition, education, agri-

culture and allied activities,
basic infrastructure, drink-
ing water, sanitation, finan-
cial inclusion and social de-
velopment. The physical and
financial status of ongoing

works, sector-wise achieve-
ments and critical gaps were
discussed in detail.

Chief Planning Officer
(CPO) Akhil Thakur ap-
prised the Deputy Commis-

sioner about the current sta-
tus of various ongoing
works. The DC also reviewed
the progress of works under
the District Capex Budget
2026-27 for Aspirational
Blocks Marwah and War-
wan.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner directed the con-
cerned departments and ex-
ecuting agencies to expedite
the pace of work and com-
plete all ongoing projects
within the stipulated time-
lines. 

He further directed the
agencies to start works im-
mediately where the tender-
ing process has been com-
pleted and works have been
allotted.

DC Kishtwar reviews progress under 
Aspirational Blocks Programme

JAMMU, AUGUST
24: Students from Dogra
Degree College and Cam-
bridge International
School visited the Regional
Office of the Jammu &
Kashmir Entrepreneurship
Development Institute
(JKEDI) at Bari Brahmana
today as part of an immer-
sive exposure and aware-
ness programme focused
on entrepreneurship, inno-
vation and emerging op-
portunities for youth in
Jammu & Kashmir.

The programme was or-
ganised with the objective
of nurturing an entrepre-
neurial mindset among
students and familiarising
them with the institutional
support available to aspir-
ing entrepreneurs across
the Union Territory.

A total of 85 participants
spread over batches were
briefed by Amit Sharma,
Teaching Associate, JKEDI
regarding the role of Entre-
preneurship as a career
choice. He gave a detailed

layout about the various
opportunities in the field of
innovation and self em-
ployment with respect to
the current academic sce-
nario.

Later, Assistant Man-
ager, F&A, JKEDI Sorab
Mengi  delivered an infor-
mative session on the J&K
Startup Policy, highlighting
the incentives, mentorship
support, infrastructure and
other facilities available to
early-stage entrepreneurs.
He also briefed the stu-

dents about the upcoming
Startup Idea Challenge 2.0,
encouraging young partic-
ipants to develop innova-
tive ideas and actively en-
gage with the region’s
growing startup ecosystem.

Irtif Mehraj Lone, Incu-
bation Manager, JKEDI
joined the programme vir-
tually and provided valu-
able insights into angel in-
vestment, funding avenues
and business expansion
opportunities available to
early-stage ventures. 

One Day Orientation Session organised for 
students of Dogra Law College at JKEDI
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Minister for Jal Shakti,
Forest, Ecology & Envi-
ronment and Tribal Af-
fairs, Javed Ahmed
Rana, today chaired a
day-long seminar on
“Implementation of For-
est Rights Act and the
Way Forward” organised
by the Gujjar Bakarwal
Students Alliance
(GBSA), Jammu & Kash-
mir, at the University of
Jammu.

The seminar, organ-
ised as part of the 3rd
Foundation Day celebra-
tions of GBSA, was at-
tended by students,
members of tribal com-
munities and other
stakeholders for deliber-
ations on implementa-
tion of the Forest Rights
Act (FRA).

Addressing the gather-
ing, the Minister high-
lighted the importance

of ensuring effective im-
plementation of the For-
est Rights Act. 

He said that the legis-
lation represents an im-
portant step towards
recognising the legiti-
mate rights and entitle-
ments of forest-dwelling
tribal communities and
other traditional forest
dwellers.

Javed Rana empha-
sised the need for greater
awareness among the el-
igible communities
about the provisions of
the Act so that they are
able to exercise their
rights and access the
benefits available to
them within the pre-
scribed legal framework.
He said that awareness,
participation and collec-
tive action are essential
for translating the provi-
sions of the Forest
Rights Act into meaning-
ful rights and opportuni-
ties for the tribal com-
munities.

“Let us engage, learn
and act for our rights
and our future. Aware-
ness is the first step to-
wards empowerment
and collective participa-
tion is the key to ensure
that every eligible bene-
ficiary is able to realise
the rights guaranteed
under the Forest Rights
Act,” Rana asserted.

He stressed that em-
powerment of tribal
communities must re-
main an integral part of
the development
process, with focused ef-
forts required to improve
access to education,
livelihood opportunities
and government welfare
programmes.

The Minister also un-
derlined the importance
of close coordination
among the concerned de-
partments, grassroots
institutions and commu-
nity representatives for
addressing implementa-
tion-related challenges

and ensuring that the ob-
jectives of the Forest
Rights Act are achieved
effectively. He called for
constructive engagement
with the tribal communi-
ties and youth. He said
that informed participa-
tion and awareness are
essential for strengthen-
ing the implementation
of rights-based legisla-
tion.

The seminar also wit-
nessed discussions on
various aspects of the
Forest Rights Act, in-
cluding awareness,
recognition of forest
rights, institutional
mechanisms, community
participation and the
way forward for
strengthening its imple-
mentation.

The event was at-
tended by representa-
tives of the Gujjar Bakar-
wal Students Alliance,
students, members of
tribal communities, so-
cial activists and other
stakeholders.

The GBSA expressed
its gratitude to the Min-
ister for introducing two
important laws under
the Forest and Tribal Af-
fairs departments, aimed
at ensuring effective im-
plementation of the For-
est Rights Act (FRA) and
safeguarding the rights
of eligible forest-
dwelling communities.

Javed Rana attends seminar on “Implementation
of Forest Rights Act and the Way Forward”
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Acting Chief Justice,
High Court of Jammu &
Kashmir and Ladakh,
Sanjeev Kumar, accompa-
nied by Justice Sanjay
Dhar, Judge High Court of
Jammu & Kashmir and
Ladakh (Administrative
Judge for District Anant-
nag), inaugurated the
newly constructed
Lawyer’s Chambers at the
District Court Complex,
Anantnag.

The inauguration marks
an important step towards
strengthening the judicial
infrastructure and provid-
ing improved working fa-
cilities to the members of
the legal fraternity. The
newly constructed
Lawyers’ Chambers are
expected to provide Advo-
cates with a more con-
ducive professional envi-
ronment and facilitate
their interaction with liti-
gants and other stake-
holders.

Addressing the gather-
ing, the Acting Chief Jus-
tice highlighted the im-
portance of providing
adequate and modern in-
frastructure to members
of the Bar and ensuring a
conducive working envi-
ronment for advocates
and judicial officers. He
underscored the role of a
strong and well-equipped

judicial infrastructure in
facilitating efficient deliv-
ery of justice.

He stressed upon the
young lawyers that legal
profession is not merely a
means of earning the
livelihood, it is a noble
profession which carries
with it a great responsibil-
ity towards judiciary, so-
ciety and the cause of jus-
tice. He also highlighted
the importance of profes-
sional/ legal ethics which
must remain at the centre
of legal practice and re-
minded the young lawyers
that success in the legal
profession is earned
through hard work, perse-
verance and continued
learning.

The Acting Justice also
emphasized the vital role
of the legal profession in
upholding the rule of law
and ensuring meaningful
access to justice. He un-

derscored the collective
responsibility of the legal
fraternity to uphold the
highest standards of pro-
fessional ethics, integrity
and discipline.

He expressed confi-
dence that the newly inau-
gurated chambers would
not only provide improved
facilities and a better
working environment for
members of the Bar but
would also strengthen the
professional capacity of
advocates and contribute
towards the efficient, ac-
cessible and effective
functioning of the justice
delivery system.

Justice Sanjay Dhar,
while speaking on the oc-
casion, emphasised the
importance of the continu-
ous development and
upgradation of court in-
frastructure for ensuring
accessible, efficient and
people-oriented justice.

He underscored the need
for all stakeholders in the
justice delivery system to
uphold the highest stan-
dards of professional
ethics, integrity and re-
sponsibility.

Emphasising that the le-
gal profession plays a vital
role in the administration
of justice, Justice Sanjay
Dhar highlighted the im-
portance of maintaining
the dignity and decorum
of the institution, while
ensuring that the interests
of litigants and the cause
of justice remain para-
mount. 

The inauguration of the
lawyers’ chambers at Dis-
trict Court Anantnag is ex-
pected to provide im-
proved facilities and a
dedicated workspace for
members of the Bar,
thereby strengthening the
overall functioning of the
court complex, he added.

Acting Chief Justice inaugurates
Lawyers’ Chambers at DCC Anantnag
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