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TOKYO, AUG 23: A
moderate earthquake rat-
tled eastern Japan, includ-
ing the Tokyo area, early
Sunday, injuring more
than 30 people, most of
them lightly, officials said.
There was no danger of a
tsunami.

According to the Japan
Meteorological Agency, the
quake had a preliminary
magnitude of 5.9 and its
epicentre was in the south-
ern Ibaraki prefecture with
a depth of 70 kilometres
(42 miles). The US Geolog-
ical Survey recorded a mag-
nitude of 5.8.

At least 37 people were
injured in five prefectures
in the region -- 15 in Tokyo,
nine in Saitama, eight in
Kanagawa, four in Chiba
and one in Ibaraki -- ac-
cording to prefectural offi-
cials and the Fire and Dis-
aster Management Agency.

Most of the injured were

hurt when they fell down or
hit themselves against fur-
niture or doors as they were
caught off guard by the
quake while sleeping and
got out of bed in a panic, of-
ficials said. Among them
was a woman in her 80s
who fell off the bed and suf-
fered a serious hip injury in
Yokohama, in the Kana-
gawa prefecture, the Yomi-

uri newspaper reported.
A 23-year-old man told

the Asahi newspaper that
he felt a vertical jolt sec-
onds after his earthquake
alert went off when he was
shopping in Tokyo's east-
ern district of Taito. He
said he feared getting hit by
merchandise that fell from
shelves as the building
shook.

The quake caused delays
to express trains serving
Tokyo and Narita Airport
and other local trains serv-
ing northeastern regions,
but Shinkansen bullet
trains were running nor-
mally, their operator East
Japan Railway Co. said.

The government set up a
task force to assess the ex-
tent of possible damage,
Prime Minister Sanae
Takaichi said on X.

The Japan Meteorologi-
cal Agency urged residents
in the area to use caution
against another possible
moderate earthquake for
about a week.

The temblor set off emer-
gency quake alerts on mo-
bile phones and also signif-
icantly shook Tokyo. NHK
public television showed
traffic on roads in nearby
cities, including Mito and
Saitama, seemingly nor-
mal.

Moderate earthquake shakes Japan, injuring
more than 30 people in Tokyo region

KATHMANDU, AUG
23: The suspected rape
and murder of a three-
year-old girl in Nepal has
triggered protests with lo-
cals obstructing the Bir-
gunj-Pathlaiya road section
of Simara for the fourth
consecutive day today.

The girl, a resident of
Bhaktinagar in Jeetpur
sub-metropolitan city of
Bara district of Madhesh
province, was found dead
near her house on August
18, three days after she
went missing.

Locals staged a sit-in on
the Birgunj-Pathlaiya sec-
tion of Simara by installing
a tent demanding justice
for the girl, the police said.
The police suspect that the
girl was murdered after be-
ing raped.

The police have arrested
two suspects in the case so

far.
A 16-year-old local

youth, who had also been
helping with the search for
the missing girl, was ar-
rested with the help of snif-
fer dogs deployed to search

the area, Kathmandu Post
newspaper reported.

The teenager confessed
to luring the child with
chocolate before assaulting
and killing her, according
to the police.

Police later arrested 24-
year-old Progres Chaud-
hary, the owner and driver
of a local public transport
vehicle, the newspaper re-
ported. The 16-year-old
suspect worked as a co-dri-
ver for Chaudhary.

Both suspects remain in
police custody after a court
granted a four-day remand
for further investigation,
the report said.

Various  political parties
and civil society groups
have demanded stern legal
action after a thorough in-
vestigation into the inci-
dent.

Meanwhile, Home Min-
ister Sudan Gurung has as-
sured strong action against
the culprits. Expressing
deep sorrow over the inci-
dent, he underscored the
government's commitment
to achieving justice. (PTI)

Protests erupt in Nepal over suspected
rape, murder of three-year-old girl

ISLAMABAD, AUG
23: Pakistan  Government
has approved the deploy-
ment of the  army for six
months in Rawalpindi at
the request of Punjab's
home department for "sen-
sitive  security duties".

"The federal Govern-
ment, exercising the pow-
ers conferred under Article
245 of the Constitution of
Pakistan, is pleased to au-
thorise the deployment of
three companies of the
Pakistan Army for sensi-
tive security duties in
Rawalpindi," according to
a notification issued by the
Ministry of Interior and
Narcotics Control on Fri-
day.

It said that the decision
was taken "to avoid any
undesirable situation as
well as to respond effec-
tively in any unforeseen
situation as per the re-
quirement of the district
administration".

Article 245 of the Consti-

tution pertains to the de-
ployment of armed forces
in aid of civil power.

The decision comes days
after a man linked to for-
mer prime minister Imran
Khan's Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf party(PTI) opened
fire on security forces and
was shot dead in retalia-

tory firing.
Citing security sources,

state-run PTV News said
the assailant was a resident
of Khyber district and an
"active PTI member". A
PTI flag, bullets and
weapons were also recov-
ered from him, it added.

PTI distanced itself from

the incident, saying it had
nothing to do with terror-
ism and that efforts were
being made to link the
party to it.

Rawalpindi is the seat of
the army, where its head
office, called the General
Headquarters, is located.
(PTI)

Pakistan to deploy army in Rawalpindi
for 'sensitive security duties'

NEW YORK, AUG
23: Grammy Award-
winning Indian-Ameri-
can vocalist and com-
poser Falu, along with
her husband and young
son, has released a new
album of ancient Indian
Vedic and Sanskrit
chants, bringing a
medium of peace, con-
nection and well-being
to a global audience.

"Offering: Ancient and
Timeless Chants", re-
leased on Friday, has
been brought together by
Falu, Grammy-nomi-
nated singer-songwriter
and multi-instrumental-
ist and her husband Gau-
rav Shah and their 15-
year-old son Nishaad
Shah.

The family described
the album as a "deeply
personal" compilation
rooted in the  musical
and spiritual traditions
of South Asia, passing on
a rich tradition of classi-
cal  music from one gen-
eration to the next.

The album features
Vedic and Sanskrit
chants, bhajans, prayers,
and devotional works in
a cinematic family
recording which con-
nects centuries-old spiri-
tual music with the mod-
ern language of
reflection, meditation,
and well-being.

"We wanted to make
something that people
could turn to when they
need a moment of peace,
light, or connection," the
Shah family said in a
statement.

"These chants have
been part of our lives and

our spiritual traditions
for generations, and our
hope is that they can
bring something mean-
ingful to anyone who lis-
tens, regardless of where
they come from or what
they believe,".

The album features
timeless and traditional
bhajans and chants in-
cluding "Asato Ma
Sadgamaya", "Ganesh
Shloka", "Vakratunda
Mahakaya", "Mad-
hurashtakam", the "Gay-
atriMantra", "Om Jai
Jagdish Hare", "Om Sa-
hana Vavatu", "Raghu-
pati Raghav Raja Ram",
and "Saraswati Vandana
and "Kundendu
Tusharahara Dhavala",
among others.

Produced by a team of
Grammy Award-winning
producers and engi-
neers, and including a
wide array of profes-
sional musicians, the al-
bum is a offers an "en-

during power" of music
to a global audience.

"Chant has long held
an important place
within Indian musical
and spiritual traditions,
and 'Offering' ap-
proaches these works as
music that can become
part of everyday mo-
ments of listening, re-
flection, meditation, and
well-being," the state-
ment said.

Born and raised in
Mumbai and trained in
the Jaipur Gharana tra-
dition, Falu has collabo-
rated with acclaimed
artists including Yo-Yo
Ma and A R Rahman,
and has performed at
Carnegie Hall and the
White House.

The album marks a re-
turn for Gaurav Shah to
the Hindustani classical
and spiritual traditions
that helped shape his
musical life. His journey
includes studying the

Bansuri with Pandit
Ronu Majumdar, becom-
ing an initiated disciple
of Ustad Sultan Khan,
and performing across
genres on stages includ-
ing Carnegie Hall, Lin-
coln Center, Lolla-
palooza, and Wolf Trap. 

Nishaad continues his
study of Indian music
alongside his parents,
carrying the family's mu-
sical tradition into a new
generation.

In 2023, Falu and Gau-
rav Shah had released
the track "Abundance in
Millets", featuring Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
in celebration of the In-
ternational Year of the
Millets. 

In the song, Prime
Minister Modi talked
about the importance of
the "Shree Anna" and the
initiative to commemo-
rate 2023 as the Interna-
tional Year of Millets.
(PTI)

Grammy winning artist Falu releases new album
with ancient Indian Vedic and Sanskrit chants
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A voluntary blood dona-
tion camp was organized
today by the Health De-
partment at District Hos-
pital Kulgam as part of ef-
forts to strengthen
emergency healthcare ser-
vices, replenish blood
bank reserves and pro-
mote the spirit of commu-
nity welfare.

Deputy Commissioner
Kulgam, Shahzad Alam,
inaugurated the camp in
the presence of officers
and officials of the district
administration.

Former DDC Chairper-
son Kulgam, Medical Su-
perintendent District
Hospital Kulgam, senior
health officials, medical
officers, administrative
staff and local youth vol-
unteers participated ac-
tively in the donation
drive.

The camp was organized
with the objective of re-
plenishing blood stocks
and raising public aware-
ness about the critical im-
portance of voluntary
blood donation. The ini-
tiative also sought to en-

courage greater commu-
nity participation in sup-
porting patients requiring
blood during emergen-
cies, surgeries and trauma
cases. Speaking on the oc-
casion, the Deputy Com-
missioner appreciated the
voluntary donors, includ-
ing local youth, civil soci-
ety members, government
employees and healthcare
professionals, for coming
forward to support the no-
ble cause. 

He emphasized that vol-
untary blood donation is a
significant humanitarian

service that can directly
contribute to saving pre-
cious lives.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner urged people across
the district to participate
regularly in voluntary
blood donation drives and
contribute towards
strengthening the avail-
ability of blood for pa-
tients in need.

The Medical Superin-
tendent briefed the
Deputy Commissioner on
the arrangements made to
ensure that the donation
process remained safe,

smooth and hygienic.
Standard medical proto-
cols were strictly followed,
with preliminary health
assessments and screen-
ing of each donor con-
ducted before blood col-
lection.

A significant number of
blood units were collected
during the day-long camp.
As a gesture of apprecia-
tion, donors were pre-
sented with certificates in
recognition of their self-
less contribution towards
public health and human-
itarian service.

Gujarat CM meets industry leaders,
diaspora in New York and New Jersey

DHAKA, AUG 23:
Bangladesh has said there
was "no rush" for Prime
Minister Tarique Rahman
to visit India and Dhaka
would not compromise its
national interests even
though it wanted a positive
relationship with New
Delhi, according to a media
report.

State Minister for Foreign
Affairs Humaiun Kobir
made the remarks in Dhaka
on Saturday, adding that
Rahman's trip to India
would take place at an ap-
propriate time after suffi-
cient progress in bilateral
discussions, the state-run
BSS  news agency re-
ported.News

Kobir's remarks came
amid continuing uncer-
tainty over Rahman's visit
to New Delhi. India has in-
vited the Bangladesh prime
minister for a bilateral visit
as well as to attend the out-
reach session of the upcom-
ing BRICS summit on Sep-
tember 12-13.

The much-anticipated
visit is seen as important for
rebuilding India-
Bangladesh ties, which wit-
nessed a downturn after the
ouster of former prime min-
ister Sheikh Hasina's gov-
ernment in August 2024.

Hasina fled to India after
her government was top-
pled. Dhaka has since

sought her extradition,
while New Delhi said the re-
quest is under examination
in accordance with applica-
ble legal procedures.

"We want a positive rela-
tionship with India. Why
wouldn't we? They are our
neighbours. We should
have a working relation-
ship," said Kobir, an adviser
to the Bangladesh PM who
was appointed as state min-
ister on Friday.

"But it has to be done by
prioritising Bangladesh's
national interests," he said,
adding that Dhaka would
not compromise its inter-
ests in dealing with any
country.

Asked about the timing of
Rahman's possible India
visit, Kobir was quoted as
saying by the BSS that there
was no need to rush a head-
of-government-level meet-
ing.

"If we reach an agreement

based on our national inter-
ests tomorrow, we can go
[to India] next week, or the
week after. There is no rush
here," said the state minis-
ter, adding that such a visit
required adequate prepara-
tion, substantive discus-
sions and necessary
groundwork between the
two sides.

India-Bangladesh rela-
tions came under fresh
strain after Hasina held a
virtual media interaction in
New Delhi on August 5, in
which she said she is deter-
mined to return home in
December to put the coun-
try on the "right track" by
restoring democracy,
notwithstanding the risk of
facing the threat of impris-
onment or a death sentence.

Hasina was sentenced to
death in absentia by a spe-
cial tribunal in Bangladesh
in November 2025 over al-
leged "crimes against hu-

manity" during the crack-
down on people who were
part of student-led protests
eventually leading to her
ouster.

Bangladesh expressed
outrage over the media in-
teraction, saying the event
had hurt the sentiments of
its people and could ad-
versely affect efforts to im-
prove bilateral ties with In-
dia.

India, meanwhile, sought
to distance itself from the
event, saying New Delhi
neither played a role in it
nor endorsed Hasina's com-
ments.

Following the August 5
event, Dhaka reiterated its
demand for her extradition
and even sought to link it
with Rahman's planned trip
to India.

Kobir on Saturday said
Dhaka and New Delhi have
an extradition treaty, and
the issue of Hasina's extradi-
tion remained part of the
ongoing engagement be-
tween the two countries.

His remarks came on the
same day when External Af-
fairs Minister S Jaishankar
said that for any relation-
ship to work, it must meet
the test of "mutual interest",
in an apparent reference to
India's engagement with
Bangladesh and other
neighbouring countries.
(PTI)

No rush for Bangladesh PM's India visit,
national interest priority: Minister


