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'Viksit Bharat' seed has sprouted, historic

milestones achieved: LG

member that history rememberscivilisations for their economies
andalsoforwhat they did with the resourcesand prosperity gener-
ated by thoseeconomies."

TheLGidentified five major challenges thateminent personalities,
industries, business leaders, engineers must address together to
realise thevision of ViksitBharat.

"Transforming India’s vastyoung population intoaskilled work-
forceequippedwithexpertise inemerging technologies isimportant
for us and also ensuring sustainable development by balancing
progress with environmental responsibility. We also need to
strengtheninstitutions by building transparent, accountable, and ef-
ficientinstitutions responsive tocitizens' needs, " he said.

"Weshouldfocus onensuring balanced regional developmentby
bridging gaps between advanced cities and underserved regions
tocreate equitable growth. We must create the future rather than pur-
chase it by becoming not just a consumer but a global creator of
technologies, innovations, and ideas. \WWe must resolve thatwe will not
merely useartificial intelligence; wewill also contribute to the future
ofartificial intelligence. We must resolve thatwe will notimportin-
novation; wewillexportinnovation," headded.

He also highlighted the transformation in Jammu &Kashmir,
noting the region'simmense potential in youth power, natural re-
sources, tourism, horticulture, handicrafts, and hydropower.

Heurgedindustry leaderstoactivelyinvestinthe Union Territory,
ensuringthatitbecomesavital contributor to India'sdevelopment
story.

"PM Modi hascreated confidence and opened newavenuesfor the
J&Kyouth. Itisthe collective responsibility of industry nowtomake
Jammu &Kashmirasubject of constructive action. WWe must recog-
nise its hydropower potential, and connectits horticulture, tourism
and handicraftswith global markets. The intervention of industry
leadersinevery sector of Jammu &Kashmirwill bean investmentin
India'sfuture,” Sinhasaid.

He reminded the 11T alumniand eminentpersonalitiesthat India’s
cultural ethos hasalwaysemphasised collective well-being. Hereit-
erated that the dream of Viksit Bharatisabout historic GDP growth
aswellascreation ofaninclusiveand prosperous hationwhere de-
velopmentisthe rightofevery citizen.

He called uponall stakeholders, industry leaders, policymakers,
educators,andcitizens, to reflecton the impact of their contributions
onsociety. He urged theyounger generation to prepare themselves
forthe responsibilities of 2047, when Indiawill celebrate 100 years
of independence, and to ensure that the nation's progress uplifts
every regionand community.

"Thenewgeneration, whichwill beat the peak of itscareersanden-
ergy in 2047, mustaskitselftoday- When Indiabecomesadeveloped
nation, what will you be creating? What impact will my creation
have onsociety,and howwill itaffect people's lives? Although emi-
nentpersonalitiesare engaged in differentactivities, | strongly believe
thattogether theyare creating one common thing-the future of In-
dia. We must contribute to the welfare of our country, societyand hu-
manityasawhole," hesaid.

MP Shashank Mani Tripathi, T Alumni Council president Ravi
Sharma, NSE MD & CEO Ashish Chauhan, eminentalumniof [T
and prominentcitizens fromdifferentwalks of lifewere presenton
theoccasion.

Araghchi dismisses Trump's sanctions

threat as ‘old bullying tactic’

Accordingto IRIB, the Iranian Foreign Minister reiterated that the
Islamic Republic remains undeterred by sanctions campaigns,
maintaining that Washington's repeated reliance on coercive poli-
ciesyieldsnoresultsagainst the Iranian populace.

His remarks came after Trump announced what he called an
"Economic D-Day" campaign against Iran, describing it as the
"mostcrushingeconomic operation ever takenagainstany country.”

Trumpsaid the campaign would amountto"EconomicWarfare
and Isolation onanunprecedented scale™ and called on USalliesto
joinWashingtoninisolating Iran.

Inresponse, Iran'sFirst Vice President Mohammad RezaArefon
Saturday slammed Trump's latesteconomic pressure campaign, say-
ing the country'sexperience shows thateconomic pressure cannot
alterthe Iranian people's resolve and instead produces the opposite
result.

Inaposton X, Arefsaid the Iranian governmentwould notallow
US "economic terrorism' to undermine the country's economic
stabilityand people'slivelinoods.

Meanwhile, Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian acknowl-
edged that his country’'s citizens face "many problems", after the
United States launched anewwave of sanctions seeking to further
isolate itseconomy.

"'l understand we have many problemsinsociety right now. Weare
tryingtopreventtheseasmuchaswecan,"hesaid inaspeech broad-
castonstate television.

His comments came after the United States vowed last week to
bring about the “collapse™ of the Iranian regime through a newly
announced sanctionscampaign, nearly sixmonthsafter the start of
theirwar.

In his response, Pezeshkian said that, thanks to US President
Donald Trump, Iranwas"inafull-scale economic, militaryand se-
curitywar".

Pak drone sighted near IB
utes.

Soon thereafter, security forces launched searches in the area
tofind out if the quadcopter had dropped any payload - narcotics
or weapons - before flying retreating to Pak territory, officials
said.

Nothing objectionable had been recovered sofar, the officials
added.

House gives way
to heavy rains
the building. Vy

Officials said the structure collapsed at about 7.30 am amid
heavy rains, damaging household items.

Meanwhile, several parts of Jammu, including Tallab Tillo,
Bhagwati Nagar, Krishna Nagar and Canal Road, witnessed
extensive waterlogging following the rainfall, with rainwater
entering some houses and shops.

Jammu city recorded the highest rainfall in J&K during the
last 24 hours ending at 8:30 am on Sunday, receiving 66 mm,
followed by Udhampur (56 mm), Poonch (45 mm), Kokernag
(42 mm) and Qazigund (32.6 mm).

From August 24 to 28, the weather was expected to remain
generally hot and humid, with brief spells of rain or thunder-
showers at scattered places, mainly during early morning and
afternoon hours, MeTdepartment said.

Govt pushes states to
speed up PNG adoption

Neeraj Mittal said PNG, as a safer, cleaner and more efficient
cooking fuel, has an important role in advancing India's energy
transition while reducing the logistics burden associated with LPG
distribution and improving consumer convenience.

"PNG brings a safer, cleaner and more efficient cooking fuel,
playing a critical role in advancing the country's energy transition
objectives. Its accelerated adoption contributes to reducing the
logistics burden associated with LPG distribution, enhancing con-
sumer convenience, and improving utilisation of CGD infrastruc-
ture created through substantial public and private investment,"”
Mittal said in the letter.

The ministry is seeking district-level intervention as it moves to
implement a regulatory framework aimed at preventing house-

holds from retaining both LPG and PNG connections in areas
where piped gas is available.

The push for faster adoption of gas piped to households for
cooking purposes, called PNG, follows the disruption to India's
LPG supply chains during the West Asia crisis earlier this year.
LPG was among the fuels most exposed to the conflict because
India imports a large share of its cooking-gas requirement, with
much of those supplies coming from Qatar, Saudi Arabia, the
UAE, and Kuwait and moving through the Strait of Hormuz.

The disruption forced the government to prioritise domestic
LPG supplies, with commercial and industrial consumers facing
restrictions before supplies were progressively restored. India has
since moved to diversify its LPG sourcing, including higher pur-
chases from the US and Algeria, as it seeks to reduce its exposure
to disruptions in Middle Eastern supplies.

Piped natural gas, by contrast, proved considerably more
resilient during the crisis, particularly for domestic household con-
sumers.

Domestic PNG supplies received priority allocation of domesti-
cally produced natural gas, insulating the segment from much of
the disruption that affected imported LPG and LNG cargoes.

While industrial and commercial gas users with greater depen-
dence on imported LNG faced some exposure, domestic PNG and
CNG supplies were expected to remain largely unaffected.

The experience has strengthened the case for expanding city-gas
infrastructure and shifting households towards piped cooking fuel
as part of a broader strategy to reduce India’s dependence on
imported LPG and make the country’s energy system more
resilient to geopolitical and shipping disruptions.

To promote faster PNG adoption, the government has notified
the Natural Gas and Petroleum Products Distribution (Through
Laying, Building, Operation and Expansion of Pipelines and Other
Facilities) Orders of 2026 and LPG Control Orders under Section
3 of the Essential Commodities Act, 1955.

The orders prohibit households from retaining simultaneous
LPG and PNG connections and provide for discontinuation of
LPG supply to households that fail to apply for a PNG connection
despite due notice, wherever PNG supply is available, Mittal said
in the letter.

The ministry has directed authorised city gas distribution (CGD)
entities and public-sector oil marketing companies (OMCs) to
establish a PNG Coordination Committee (PCC) in every geo-
graphical area.

The committees will identify eligible housing societies and
households, issue statutory notices to housing societies, resident
welfare associations and individual consumers, and conduct out-
reach camps to accelerate PNG connections.

The ministry said the PCC mechanism is already operational
but its experience so far shows that district-level administrative
support is crucial for implementing the transition within pre-
scribed timelines.

The district administration will be expected to help secure right
of way or right of use from RWAs and housing societies, facilitate
the transition between LPG distributors and CGD entities, support
consumer outreach and verification, and resolve consumer griev-
ances.

It will also monitor PNG adoption in notified areas and, where
required, enable designated officers to exercise powers under the
control orders when access to non-public areas is refused.

The ministry said officials of the Department of Food and Civil
Supplies are best placed to provide this support because of their
existing regulatory interface with LPG distributors and their field-
level administrative reach.

Mittal has, therefore, asked chief secretaries to direct their
respective food and civil supplies departments to nominate one
nodal officer at the district level, not below the rank of district sup-
ply officer, to be formally associated with the local PCC.

States and UTs have also been asked to provide the names, des-
ignations and contact details of the nominated officers at the earli-
est so that PCC members can coordinate with them and expedite
PNG expansion.

The ministry asked states to accord priority to the matter, citing
the government's commitment to expanding PNG adoption in a
time-bound manner.

The push comes as India seeks to expand its city gas distribution
network and shift more household cooking demand towards
piped natural gas, potentially reducing the need to transport LPG
cylinders over long distances and making greater use of infrastruc-
ture created through public and private investment.

Doval tovisit China for boundary
talks with FMWang

round of SR talks on Tuesday, according to official sources.

Both Doval and Wang are the designated SRs for the boundary
talks mechanism, whichwasestablished in 2003 tocomprehensively
address the vexed boundary dispute of the India-China border
spanning3,488km.

Whilesuccesseluded itinresolving the boundary dispute, officials
onbothsides regard the structured mechanismasauseful tool inad-
dressing the recurring tensions between the two countriesonvari-
ousfronts. The upcomingtalksassumesignificance astheyare be-
ing held ahead of the much-anticipated visitof Chinese President Xi
Jinpingto Indiatoattend the BRICS summitin New Delhion Sep-
tember12-13.

While there is no official confirmation about Xi's visit, officials
on bothsidesare optimisticabout the Chinese leader's participation,
which could provide an opportunity forameetingwith Prime Min-
ister NarendraModi on the sidelines of the summittodiscussinitia-
tivestotake forward bilateral ties.

The two leaders met in August last year on the sidelines of the
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation summitin Tianjin.

Ahead of Doval-Wangtalksin Beijing, External Affairs Minister
S Jaishankar on Saturday reiterated that peace and tranquillity
along the border areas are prerequisite for good relations with
China. Hiscomments cameamid reports of aggressive posturing by
Chinesetroopsin Arunachal Pradesh's Upper Subansiriregioninre-
centweeks.

Earlier, New Delhialsotrashed Beijing'scriticism of itsdecision to
formallyidentify 27 placesand geographical featuresin Arunachal
Pradesh by their standard names, emphasising that the stateisan"in-
alienable and integral” part of India and nothing can change this
"indisputable reality”.

China, which claims Arunachal Pradesh as part of South Tibet, has
been releasing its set of names for the region since 2017. India
termed the Chinese move as "vain and preposterous”, asserting
thatsuchactionswill notalter the "undeniable" reality that the state
"was, is,andwill" always remainan integral partof India.

Anti-narcoticsdrives
toheginfrom Sept

24 differentspecial drivesthatwill runforafortnighteach till Au-
gust nextyear, officials said.

While an awareness program for students in schools and col-
legesisongoingsince August 16, the enforcementactiondriveswill
begin from Septemberwhich includesafortnightwhere foreigners
whoindulge indrugcrimeswill be identified across the country for
deportationwhile the next 15-day drive will targetabsconding nar-
coticsoffenders, according tothe action plan.

Thesefortnightly campaignsare intended tosupplement the reg-
ular tasks and time-bound targets already earmarked for various
agencies in the country under the national Vision Document for
Narcotics Control 2026-29 thatwas unveiled recently, the officials
said.

TheNCB hassaid these coordinated nationwide fortnightly cam-
paignswill notonly strengthen inter-agency collaboration butalso
enhance public awareness and contribute significantly towards
achieving thevision of Nasha Mukt Bharat (Drugs Free India).

India capable of becoming global
shipbuilding hub: Rajnath

inthestate.

Theprojectscomprise three facilities of GRSE and two of Yantra
India.

Healso said that the West Bengal government will take steps to
usherina"newrenaissance of development”.

"Change in Bengal took place for development of the state. The
news of closures and lockouts of factories in West Bengal has now
been replaced by the launch of new projects,” Singh said.

Speaking on the occasion, Adhikari alleged that previous gov-
ernmentsinWest Bengal did notwork with the Centre for develop-
mentofthestate.

"Earlier governmentsin WestBengal did notworkwith the Cen-
tre for development of the state. The negativity of 50 years has
ended, and our double-engine government will now ensure that
thestateadvances," heasserted.

A GRSE official said that as part of its capacity expansion, the
company has signed lease agreements with the Syama Prasad
Mookerjee Port, Kolkata (SMPK) for two small shipyards oneither
bank of the Hooghly, along with a 32-acre riverside property at
Raichak, toenhance capabilities inwarship constructionand refit.

The Raichak facility will be developed asashipbuilding hubwith
aninvestmentofover Rs2,500crore, hesaid.

AtYantraIndia's Metal and Steel Factory (MSF), Ishapore, twofa-
cilities with a combined investment of over Rs 750 crore will
strengthen indigenous metallurgical and defence manufacturing, the
official said.

"These projects will strengthen the capabilities of GRSE, while
supporting the revival of West Bengal's industrial ecosystem
throughemploymentgenerationand increased opportunitiesforan-
cillaryindustries, particularly MSMEs," he said.

Nabin holdsstrategy meet

bly polls dueinsevenstates nextyear, including Uttar Pradeshand
Gujarat.

Thecrucial meeting was attended by the newly-appointed office
bearersofthe party, presidents of itsstate unitsand other key func-
tionaries. Those in-charge of the BJP state unitswerealso presentat
themeeting held atthe BIJP headquartershere, according tosources.

BJP national general secretary (organisation) BL Santhoshwasalso
presentat the meeting, which delved intomeasuresfor strengthen-
ing grassroots outreach and youth connect, especially in the states
whereelectionsare due nextyear, the sourcessaid.

Therewasnoofficial word from the BJP onwhat transpiredinthe
meeting.

Assembly pollsare due in Punjab, Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
Goa, Himachal Pradeshand Gujaratin2027. The BJP isinpower in
five of these poll-bound states, except Punjab and Himachal
Pradesh. Whilethe Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) currently rules Punjab,
the Congressisin power in Himachal Pradesh.

"A political compromise of 1937 cannot be elevated above the
constitutional settlement of 1950 and legislation enacted by Par-
liamentin2026," the party stated inthe resolution.

Destroyed during Op Sindoor,

JeM's Bahawalpur base rebuilt

was reportedly spentspecifically on rebuilding the central hall.

The latest visuals show a significant speed in reconstruction,
when compared with the visuals accessed by the news channel in
April earlier this year. The footage had reportedly showed heavy
machineryand construction vehiclesat the compound, with repair
work underway for the damaged domes.

Amonth later,inMay, high-resolution imagery accessed by India
Today TV had shown the domes appearing darker, allegedly im-
plying freshcementwork onthestructures. The mostrecentvisuals
show that the restoration has progressed substantially, with the
damagedstructures refurbished, the debris cleared and the complex
appearing tobe functional once more.

Indiahad lastyear, after the Operation Sindoor strikes, said the
armed forces had struck terror camps, airfieldsandaircraftin Pak-
istaninacalibrated operation. "We struck and decimated their 9 ter-
rorist camps on 7th May. The proof is there for everybody to see.
Westruck 11 of their airfields. We destroyed 13 of their aircrafteither
onthegroundor intheair, including one high-value airborne asset
atarecord distance of 300 kilometres plus,” Air Marshal AK Bharti
hadsaidatthetime.

US seeking torestrict Canada's leverage

unacceptable: Carney

beneficial agreementbutin recentdays, the United States proposed
new terms that were "uneconomic, unfair, and undermined the
netbenefitsfor Canada.

Hesaid it raised questionson reliability of any deal. " They asked too
much,andthey offeredtoolittle," he said.

Carney said the US stance revealed the limits of their commit-
ment to a true economic partnership. "Last evening, | suspended
trade negotiations with the United States and directed our nego-
tiatorstoreturntoOttawa," headded.

Thedevelopmentcameafter trade negotiations between Wash-
ington and Ottawa broke down late Friday night, with the United
Statesimposinga50 per centtariff on nearly USD 28 billionworth
of Canadianimportsfrom12:01amET.

The levies affect nearly 5.5 per cent of Canada's total exports
shipped across the southern border, with targeted items ranging
fromhockey stickstocement.

Carneysaid Ottawawould notacceptany restrictionsonitsabil-
itytoindependently execute trade dealsaround the globe.

Meanwhile, US Trade Representative Jamieson Greer confirmed
onFriday that\Washington had proposed "significant tariffreductions
on steel, aluminium, autos and lumber" provided Ottawa made
reciprocal concessions.

For months, Ottawa has been attempting to secure exemptions
from those sector-specific US levies, which have inflicted serious
strain onthe Canadian economy, provokingwidespread workforce
layoffs and creating friction within what was historically an iron-
cladtraderelationship.

The diplomatic impasse comes after the White House accused
Canadaof"'discriminatory treatment" regarding imported US dairy,
automobile, and alcohol products prior to imposing the new du-
ties.

PMhails India’s space journey

Inapostonsocial media platform X, Modi said, "Happy National
Space Day! Here's to dreaming even bigger, innovating more and
pushing newer frontiers...."

The Prime Minister highlighted the growing role of young engi-
neers, designers, coders and scientists in strengthening India’s
rapidly expanding space ecosystem. Healsounderlined theincreas-
ing contribution of private talent and said the country's achieve-
mentsinspacewereinspiringanewgeneration ofyoung Indiansto
aspiretobecomescientists.

India’s space programme has expanded significantly in recent
years, withgreater emphasis on private sector participation, startups
and technological innovation alongside the work of established
spaceinstitutions.

National Space Day isobserved tocelebrate India'sachievements
in space exploration and the country’s growing ambitions in sci-
enceand technology. Modi's message reflected the government'sfo-
Ccus on encouraging young minds to contribute to India's future
journey of scientific discovery and space exploration.

Space, Al other techintegration

toshape India'sfuture: Shekhawat
comingyears, all these technological streamswill no longer remain
separate. Their convergence will determine the direction of human
life, the global economy and geopolitical positioning," Shekhawat
maintained.

"The nation that possesses the power of this convergence will
have notonly technological leadership in the 21st century, butalso
economicleadershipand the capacity toinspire," headded.

The minister hailed the visionary leadership of Indian scientist
Vikram Sarabhai and his contributions to the field of space and
technology.

He noted that privatisation does not mean reducing the impor-
tanceofentitieslike ISRO.

"The day the space sector was opened up to the private sector
and startups, IN-SPACe (Indian National Space Promotion and
Authorisation Centre) was created asan institutional mechanismfor
private entities; the way private entities were promoted, enabled,
hand-held, authorised and supervised - that day, some people had
doubtsthatalthoughwewere moving ahead with thecommercial-
isation of ISRO'stechnological capabilities, the entry of non-govern-
mental entities might reduce the importance of an institution like
ISRO," hesaid.

ISRO ChairmanV Narayanan, Gujarat Science and Technology
Minister Arjun Modhwadiaand IN-SPACe Chairman Pawan Kumar
Goenkawerealsopresentattheevent.

"August 23,2023 wasahistoricday for Indiansacrosstheglobeas
Chandrayaan-3 successfully made a soft landing near the south
poleofthemoon," Narayanansaid.

He thanked Prime Minister NarendraModi for celebrating that
dayas'National Space Day'tocommemorate this historicachieve-
ment.

He noted varioustargets, including Gaganyaan, whichisonitsfi-
nal leg; Chandrayaan-4 and Chandrayaan-5; amissionto launchover
300satellitesin 6-7 yearswith the help of startupsand the govern-
ment; missions to Mars and Venus; and the establishment of an
Indian Space Stationby2035. R

Preserve Sanskritas India's living
knowledge heritage: Kavinder

Fromthe Vedictraditions of the north to those of the south, San-
skrithasservedasacommonthread of India'scivilisational unityand
embodiesthespiritof Ek Bharat, ShreshthaBharat," the governor
said.

Heappreciated the efforts of Kailakh Jyotish and VVedic Sansthan
Trustfortaking Sanskrit beyond the confines of traditional scholar-
ship and connecting it with society through a range of activities.
"Sanskrit processions, anti-drug awareness rallies, free medical
camps, plantationinitiativesand the MahaAarti along the Chandrab-
hagariver demonstrated how cultural traditions can be used tocre-
ate positive social awarenessand community participation, he said.

"Theyounger generation hasaparticularlyimportantroleincar-
rying India's knowledge traditions forward. Learning Sanskrit-
should not be seenasareturn to the past, butasan opportunity to
deepen intellectual understanding and strengthen confidence in
India'sowncivilisational heritage," he said.

Referring to the emerging possibilities in Artificial Intelligence
and language technology, the governor called for greater research,
digitisation and technological applications of Sanskrit.

Hesaid the vast Sanskritknowledge corpus should be made acces-
sible toyounger generations through modern, scientificand user-
friendly platforms.

He highlighted the importance accorded to Indian languages
and knowledge traditions under the National Education Policy
2020, and said universities, researchersand institutions associated
with Sanskritcould play asignificant role in taking this knowledge
traditionintothedigital age.

Highlighting Himachal Pradesh's own cultural and linguistic
heritage, Gupta said the state's identity is deeply rooted in its Dev
Parampara, folk traditionsand linguistic diversity.

He stressed that preservation of local languages and dialects is
equallyimportant, as India’s linguistic diversity constitutesamajor
sourceofitscultural strength.

Callingfor sustained efforts beyond theannual observance, Gupta
expressed the hope that Sanskrit Mass would evolve into a year-
round movementforwider publicawarenessand engagementwith
Sanskritand India'scultural heritage.

JMCcommissioner Devansh Yadavsaid that Indianculture has
always advocated a balanced way of life in harmony with nature.
He described the distribution of saplings, medical camp, artexhibi-
tion,and other public-oriented activities organized during the con-
cluding ceremony of Sanskrit Month asacommendable example of
connecting culturewith social responsibility.

Later,agrand Maha Aartiwas performed by the Shri Raghunath
Ji Aarti Sansthan, Jammu. Vedic recitations, Thalidance, spiritual
programmes, aspecial exhibition showcasing theartand culture of
Jammu, and various cultural performances remained major at-
tractions of the event. The exhibition provided visitors with a rich
glimpseinto Dograart, traditions, and cultural heritage.

On the occasion, ex-judge Suresh Sharma, Vinay Aggarwal,
Lucky Sharma, and Akhil Guptawere felicitated.

Amongthosewhowere presentincluded Ritu Singh, Chairperson,
Shri Raghunath Ji Aarti Sansthan, Jammu; former DDC Shilpa
Dubey; RKChhibber, Director onthe Board of Jammu & Kashmir
Bank; BaldevKhullar,and other prominentcitizens.

Monsoon Session of Par

awaits formal closure

prorogued (formally ended) within the next three to four days.
However, the prorogation notification for the Monsoon session
had notbeenissuedas of Sunday morning.

The Budget session ended on April 18 and was prorogued on
April 20.

An earlier attempt during the Budget session had failed as the
governmentcould notstack up the numbers. Opposition parties, par-
ticularly those from the south, were worried that population-based
delimitationwould reduce their strength inthe Lok Sabha.

Toassuage their concerns, thegovernmenthasworked onafor-
mulationtoincrease the number of Lok Sabhaseatsacrossstatesand
Unionterritoriesbyauniform50 per cent.

Therewerestrongsuggestions that the government could seek pas-
sage of the constitutionamendmentbill after Independence Day.

Ramesh said itwas true that the gap for the Monsoon sessionin
2015 was 28 days and in 2021, it was 20 days, but there were no
"diabolical movesafootthen.

Hisremarksindicatedashiftfromthe categorical oppositiontode-
limitation through the resolution he moved in the Tamil Nadu As-
semblyon August12.

However, Karnataka Chief Minister D K Shivakumar, whoalsoat-
tended the Mahabalipuram meeting, demanded that the central
governmentretain the existing number of Lok Sabhaseats - 543 - for
thenext25years.

3ships deployed in searchfor 22

crew members off Odisha coast

sank; officialssaid.

The ship had left the Odisha coast on Friday and was carrying
ironore boundfor Singapore.

Thevessel sankaround 240 nautical miles from the Paradip coast
inOdisha, officialssaid.

Following the loss of communication andsinking of the vessel, the
Indian Coast Guard and Indian Navy launchedajoint rescue oper-
ation.

Othervesselsinthevicinitywerealsoalerted and asked toassistin
the search for the missing crew members. The operation was fo-
cused onlocating the remaining crewand establishing their positions.

Theexactcircumstancesthat led tothe vessel sinking had not yet
beenestablished.



