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Today in Jammu, the
Shaheed Kisan Baba Jitto
Sangharsh Samiti staged a
protest against the govern-
ment, alleging that the J&K
Government is trying to
erase Jammu’s historical
heritage and history.

The Samiti stated that
Baba Jitto’s legacy is an im-
mortal chapter of Jammu’s
history. However, since In-
dependence, successive
governments in Jammu and
Kashmir have failed to give
Baba Jitto the honour and
recognition he truly de-
serves.

Baba Jitto was a great
saint of the 15th century
who sacrificed his life while
raising his voice for the
rights and dignity of farm-
ers. Today, millions of peo-
ple not only in Jammu and
Kashmir but across India
and abroad revere Baba
Jitto with great respect and
devotion.

The Samiti said that
Jammu and Kashmir has
two agricultural universi-
ties, yet neither of them has
been named after Baba
Jitto. At the same time, the
government has named
parks and government
buildings after several mar-
tyrs and great personalities.
Baba Jitto, who is revered

by millions of people, is not
limited to any particular
caste or religion. People
from different communities
and religions respect and
follow his legacy. He is a
symbol of social unity who
brings people together.

The Samiti said that ig-
noring such a great saint is
an insult to his legacy and
will never be tolerated.

The Samiti demanded
that the life, struggle and
sacrifice of Baba Jitto
should be included in school
textbooks so that the com-
ing generations can learn

about his history and draw
inspiration from his life. The
Samiti specifically de-
manded that Baba Jitto’s
history be taught in schools
across Jammu and Kash-
mir. The Samiti also ap-
pealed to BJP MLAs to sup-
port this demand, stating
that the issue was part of the
BJP’s manifesto and that
the party should stand by its
commitment and raise the
demand before the govern-
ment. The Samiti made it
clear that its struggle for the
honour of Baba Jitto and the
preservation of his glorious

history will continue until
justice and due recognition
are achieved.

Partap Singh Jamwal
(President Samiti), Bhanu
Partap Goria, S Sukhvinder
Singh, Aman Sharma,
Vishal Mehra, Arun Mehra,
Sourav, Rinku, Mohit Tal-
war, Aayeab, Ajay Sharma,
Nikhil Sharma, Ubdesh
Thakur, Ajay Thakur, Dixit
Sharma, Ajay Sharma, Sunil
Abhishek, Ansh Mehra,
Aaksh Meenis, Abhi Singh,
Rajat Singh, Ajay Singh
were also present in this
protest.

Demand to Honour Baba Jitto, Preserve His History
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As part of its continued
commitment towards
youth empowerment, skill
development and commu-
nity welfare under Opera-
tion Sadbhavana, the In-
dian Army commenced an
Information Technology
(IT) Cadre at Halemaidan,
Banihal, District Ramban,
on 22 August 2026.

The initiative has been
undertaken with the aim of
enhancing digital literacy
and providing essential
computer skills to local
youth, enabling them to ef-
fectively utilise technology
for education, employment
opportunities and daily re-
quirements. A total of 40
students, including 28 boys
and 12 girls are participat-
ing in the training pro-
gramme.

During the IT Cadre, par-

ticipants will receive prac-
tical training on basic com-
puter operations, MS
Word, MS Excel, MS Power
Point, internet usage, email
handling, file and folder
management and other es-
sential digital applications.
The structured training
programme is designed to
enhance their confidence,
improve their technical

proficiency and prepare
them for the growing de-
mands of the digital era.

The initiative has re-
ceived positive apprecia-
tion from the local commu-
nity with participants
expressing enthusiasm to-
wards acquiring new skills
and knowledge. Such ef-
forts by the Indian Army
aim to create meaningful

opportunities for youth re-
siding in remote areas.

Through initiatives like
the IT Cadre, the Indian
Army continues to
strengthen its bond with
the local population and
contribute towards inclu-
sive development, self-re-
liance and a brighter future
for the youth of Jammu
and Kashmir.

Army organises IT cadre for youth empowerment
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In response to early
morning heavy rainfall
across Jammu city today,
the Jammu Municipal
Corporation (JMC)
promptly mobilised men
and machinery, including
Quick Response Teams
(QRTs), to address water-
logging in several affected
areas.

Areas including Rajin-

der Nagar, Muthi, Patta
Bohri, Lakhdata Bazar
and Bantalab witnessed
water accumulation due to
intense rainfall.

In Rajinder Nagar and
Patta Bohri, where Urban
Environmental Engineer-
ing Department (UEED)
works are in progress,
temporary storage of con-
struction material con-
tributed to waterlogging.
Upon receiving public
complaints, JMC teams

cleared the accumulation
within one hour, restoring
normal conditions. 

These nallah construc-
tion works under floods
SSASCI will be completed
in the coming few months,
providing a permanent so-
lution to drainage issues.

Near Pawan Ice Cream,
JMC teams coordinated
with NHIDCL officials to
remove construction ma-
terial blocking a side
drain. Through joint ef-

forts, workers cleared the
obstruction and con-
ducted dewatering opera-
tions to resolve the issue
swiftly.

JMC remains commit-
ted to ensuring public
convenience and safety
while closely monitoring
vulnerable locations dur-
ing the ongoing monsoon.
Citizens can report civic
issues for immediate ac-
tion on Helpline 1800 180
7207.

JMC ensures timely redressal of water
logging amidst heavy rainfall
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In a continued endeav-
our towards community
welfare and youth empow-
erment, the Indian Army
inaugurated a two-month-
long ‘Specialised Coaching
for Sainik School’ pro-
gramme at Gulabgarh, Dis-
trict Kishtwar on 22 Au-
gust 2026 under Operation
Sadbhavana.

The initiative aims to
provide quality education,
expert guidance and com-
prehensive preparation
support to students aspir-
ing to appear for the Sainik
School entrance examina-
tion. The coaching pro-
gramme has been designed
to enhance students’ acad-
emic knowledge,
strengthen their aptitude
skills and build confidence
through structured learn-
ing under the guidance of

trained and professional
instructors.

The initiative witnessed
an encouraging response
from the local community
with twelve students regis-
tering for the specialised
coaching programme. Par-
ents and residents of Gula-
bgarh expressed their ap-
preciation for the Indian

Army’s efforts in providing
educational opportunities
to students in remote areas
and recommended the
conduct of similar initia-
tives regularly in the fu-
ture.

The programme reflects
the Indian Army’s commit-
ment towards nurturing
young talent, promoting

educational development
and empowering youth by
creating avenues for a
brighter future. Through
such initiatives, the Indian
Army continues to
strengthen its bond with
the local population and
contribute towards the
overall progress and devel-
opment of the region.

Army launches 2-month special coaching 
programme for Sainik School Aspirants
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Apni Party President
Syed Mohammad Altaf
Bukhari on Sunday said
that the “people of Srinagar
city have always supported
the National Conference,
but the party has deprived
them of their social, politi-
cal, and economic rights.”
He said that the Apni Party
is committed to working for
the upliftment and devel-
opment of the people of Sri-
nagar city.

He made these remarks
today while addressing a
public meeting at Brain
Nishat in Srinagar. The
event was organised to wel-
come prominent political
and social leader Amir Bhat
and his associates into the
party fold. Bhat was previ-
ously associated with the
Democratic Progressive
Azad Party (DPAP).

On the occasion, Apni
Party President Syed Mo-
hammad Altaf Bukhari de-
clared Amir Bhat as the
party’s face in Srinagar’s
Khanyar constituency and
assured him of the party’s
full support in his efforts to
serve the people.

Addressing the occasion,
Syed Mohammad Altaf
Bukhari said, People of Sri-
nagar city are grappling
with a range of issues and
yet the government seems
least bothered about them.

He said, “People in the
city lack adequate housing,
with three to four families
often living under a single
roof in many areas. There
are also limited livelihood
opportunities, leaving even
educated youth unem-
ployed and without hope
for a better future. This sit-
uation persists despite the
people of Srinagar having
consistently supported the
ruling National Confer-

ence. Despite being in
power for decades, the NC
has failed to address the ba-
sic needs and aspirations of
the people of the city.”

He further said, “Apni
Party wants to improve the
living standards of the peo-
ple of Srinagar and ensure
that they have access to ad-
equate housing, employ-
ment opportunities, and
sufficient public infrastruc-
ture. The party is commit-
ted to addressing the basic
needs of the people and
creating better opportuni-
ties for a dignified and
prosperous life.”

He also talked about the
several public issues that
people in brain Nishat are
facing. He said, “I have
been informed about the
range of pressing public is-
sues that the people here
are facing. There is not
even a health centre in the
area where round-the-
clock medical services are
available. There is also not a
single marriage hall in the
area, along with several
other shortcomings that re-
flect the lack of adequate
public infrastructure.”

He said young leaders
like Amir Bhat now have a
vital responsibility to help
transform the future of Sri-
nagar city and its people.
“Srinagar has been chroni-
cally neglected and over-
looked, even by those who
remained in power for
decades. It is now time for
young and committed lead-
ers to work for the develop-
ment and welfare of the city
and restore its rightful
place,” he said.

He further said, “It is
deeply shocking to see that
several areas of Srinagar
city continue to face a
shortage of even basic
amenities, including access
to safe drinking water. The
people of the city are also
struggling with a lack of ad-

equate livelihood opportu-
nities, housing and essen-
tial public infrastructure.”

“Is this what the people
of Srinagar voted for when
they reposed their trust in
the ruling party in all eight
constituencies?” he asked.

“I know that Amir feels
deeply for his people and is
committed to serving them.
I am sure that it is young
and energetic leaders like
him who can help restore
the lost glory of this historic
city.  Apni Party’s doors are
always open to such young
and committed people, as
the revival, development,
and transformation of Sri-
nagar city remain one of
the party’s core priorities,”
he said.

Slamming the ruling
party for its failure to fulfil
the promises it made to the
people during the 2024 As-
sembly election campaign,
Syed Mohammad Altaf
Bukhari said, “You had
promised to provide one
lakh jobs to unemployed
youth soon after assuming
office. Nearly two years
have passed. What have
you done? Where will our
unemployed youth go?
They voted for you because
they trusted your
promises.”

He went on to say, “What
happened to your promise
of providing an additional
ration quota and free LPG
cylinders to households?
What about your commit-
ment to regularise daily
wagers? Why don’t you
even talk about these issues
anymore? After all, the
people gave you their man-
date with the expectation
that you would address
their problems and fulfil
your commitments. How
can you justify such a fail-
ure to honour the promises
you made to them?”

He challenged Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah to

demonstrate the govern-
ment’s efficiency through
tangible work and by fulfill-
ing the promises made to
the people. “If you cannot
deliver on your commit-
ments and address the peo-
ple’s pressing concerns,
you should step down from
the government,” he said.

“You have the backing of
42 elected MLAs. Why are
you so afraid of Delhi that
you are even reluctant to
speak about the release of
detainees and the restora-
tion of people’s other
rights?” he asked.

Strongly opposing the re-
cent hike in power tariffs,
Mr. Bukhari said, “We al-
ready knew that the ruling
party had blatantly lied to
the people when it sought
votes by promising 200
units of free electricity to
every household, along
with several other such
promises. However, we had
never imagined that this
government would further
burden the already finan-
cially strained people by in-
creasing the power tariff.”

“Many families are facing
such acute economic hard-
ship that they can barely af-

ford medicines for their
sick family members. How
can they possibly bear the
additional burden of a
power tariff hike? This gov-
ernment should be
ashamed of imposing yet
another burden on the very
people who placed their
trust in it and gave it their
mandate,” he said.

He demanded that Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah,
who also holds the Power
portfolio, immediately
withdraw the recent order
announcing the tariff hike.

Syed Mohammad Altaf
Bukhari also appealed
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to engage with the
people of Jammu and
Kashmir through a mean-
ingful dialogue aimed at
understanding and ad-
dressing their concerns, is-
sues, and grievances.

He said, “Hon’ble Prime
Minister has committed to
engaging with the people,
particularly the youth, of
Jammu and Kashmir to un-
derstand and address their
issues. This commitment
must be fulfilled without
any further delay. The peo-
ple of J&K are grappling

with several serious issues
and challenges, and they
have some genuine con-
cerns and grievances that
need to be heard and ad-
dressed.”

New Delhi, irrespective
of which party was in
power, has always dam-
aged the interests of the
people of J&K. He said, “It
is not only the BJP. Even
the Congress did the same.
It was the Congress and its
leaders who took the Kash-
mir matter to the UN, but,
on the other hand, they
purchased our leaders with
power and money, making
them corrupt ensuring they
surrender the rights of
Jammu and Kashmir.”

Mr. Bukhari said that
New Delhi must under-
stand that it has to restore
the rights of the people of
Jammu and Kashmir to en-
sure a sustained peace,
normalcy and stability
here. He said, “Centre must
realise that the people of
Jammu and Kashmir do
not demand anything im-
possible. They are simply
seeking the rights guaran-
teed by the Constitution to
every citizen. After all, we
are equal citizens of the
country and deserve every
right and privilege that
people in any part of the
country are entitled to.”

“Should our youth rot in
jails just because they made
mistakes in the past? They
deserve an opportunity to
rebuild their lives, return to
their families, and start
afresh,” he said.

Meanwhile, speaking on
the occasion, the party’s
Vice President Mohammad
Syed Akhoon said that peo-
ple are fed up with the gov-
ernment because of its fail-
ure to address their
pressing issues.

He said, “I was in the Na-
tional Conference at the
time of the 2024 Assembly

elections. When I saw the
party’s manifesto, I told its
leaders that the promises
made in it could not be ful-
filled.

“I told them that the up-
coming government could
not provide one lakh jobs,
200 units of free electricity,
free gas cylinders, and so
on. I urged them not to de-
ceive people through such
a misleading manifesto.
However, the leadership
took offence to my advice.
Instead of paying heed to
my suggestion, they ex-
pelled me from the party.
Today, we can see that peo-
ple are furious because the
ruling party has failed to
fulfil its poll promises.”

Addressing the gather-
ing, the party’s Provincial
President Mohammad
Ashraf Mir said that ensur-
ing the development and
prosperity of Srinagar city
and its people is one of the
core agendas of the Apni
Party.

“Apni Party is committed
to working for the develop-
ment and prosperity of this
beautiful and historic city.
We want to see Srinagar
emerge as a city where peo-
ple have access to better in-
frastructure, opportunities
and a dignified quality of
life,” he said.

Mir urged youngsters to
join hands with the Apni
Party to help it successfully
implement its agenda for
the development and pros-
perity of the city.

He also urged party
workers to remain closely
connected with the people
of Srinagar to understand
their issues and grievances.
He said that it is the party
workers’ responsibility to
highlight public issues and
ensure that these are taken
up with the concerned au-
thorities and addressed
without any delay.

Besides Mr Bukhari,

Akhoon and Mir, the
prominent party leaders
who were present on this
occasion included Chief
Spokesperson & State Sec-
retary Muntazir Mohiudin,
State Youth President &
Spokesperson Yawar Di-
lawar Mir, District Presi-
dent Srinagar & Con-
stituency In-charge Central
Shaltang Zaffar Habib,
Provincial Secretary Mo-
hammad Saleem Lone,
Provincial Coordinator
Kashmir Shabir Ahmad
Reshi, Provincial Joint Sec-
retary Kashmir Aamir
Ashraf Bhat,  Provincial Or-
gainser Secretary Kashmir
Yousuf  Abdullah, District
Vice President Srinagar
Moshin Zaffar Shah, Dis-
trict Vice President Srina-
gar Gulzar Ahmad Ban-
groo, Senior Leader &
Constituency In-charge
Habba Kadal Jeelani
Hamid Kumar, Joint Sec-
retary District Srinagar
Sameer Ahmad Lone,
Youth Joint Secretary Sri-
nagar Mudasir Wali, Suhail
Wani, Ali Mohammad, and
others. 

Apni Party holds grand public meeting in Brain Nishat; welcomes into party fold
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