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Social Welfare Depart-
ment (SWD), SANKALP-

HEW Srinagar organised a
vocational training pro-
gramme at S.P. College, Sri-
nagar,  with the objective of
promoting skill develop-

ment, self-employment and
livelihood opportunities
among participants.

Resource persons from
the District Industries Cen-

tre (DIC), Srinagar, and the
Jammu & Kashmir Entre-
preneurship Development
Institute (JKEDI), Srinagar,
participated in the pro-
gramme and provided valu-
able guidance to the partici-
pants on various aspects of
vocational skills, entrepre-
neurship, self-employment
opportunities and available
support mechanisms.

During the programme,
the resource persons high-
lighted the importance of
acquiring market-oriented
skills and encouraged par-
ticipants to explore entre-
preneurship and self-em-
ployment as viable avenues
for sustainable livelihoods.
They also apprised the par-
ticipants about the institu-
tional support and opportu-
nities available through DIC
and JKEDI.

The Social Welfare De-
partment emphasized that
such initiatives are aimed at
empowering individuals
through skill development
and facilitating their eco-
nomic and social inclusion.
The department reiterated
its commitment to organiz-
ing similar programmes to
create greater awareness
about vocational training,
entrepreneurship and liveli-
hood opportunities.
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Senior Citizens Day was
celebrated with enthusi-
asm at Golden’s Day Care &
Recreation Centre for Se-
nior Citizens, Lower Roop
Nagar, Jammu, with cul-
tural programmes, health-
awareness sessions and in-
teractive activities
highlighting the impor-
tance of dignity, social par-
ticipation and the overall
wellbeing of senior citizens.

Sham Lal Sharma, MLA
Jammu North, who was the
Chief Guest, appreciated
the efforts of the Centre in
providing senior citizens
with a caring, respectful
and vibrant social environ-
ment. 

He said that the welfare
of senior citizens must re-
main an important priority
of society, particularly at a
time when changing family
structures and the fast pace
of modern life can leave
many elderly persons fac-
ing challenges related to so-
cial isolation, companion-
ship, health and reduced
participation in community
life. He emphasized that se-
nior citizens need not
merely assistance, but also
respect, emotional support,
meaningful engagement
and the opportunity to live
with dignity.

Sharma said that senior
citizens are the repository
of experience, wisdom and
values, and their contribu-
tion to society cannot be
measured merely in mate-
rial terms. He called upon

families, community or-
ganisations and institu-
tions to work collectively to
ensure that elderly persons
remain socially connected,
active and valued members
of society. He appreciated
Golden’s Day Care & Recre-
ation Centre for creating a
platform where senior citi-
zens can interact, partici-
pate in cultural and recre-
ational activities and
benefit from health-aware-
ness initiatives.

He further stressed the
need for a broader and
more compassionate ap-
proach towards senior citi-
zen welfare, including
greater awareness about
preventive healthcare, reg-
ular health check-ups, ac-
cessible public spaces, so-
cial interaction and
community support sys-
tems. Sharma said that car-
ing for the elderly is not the
responsibility of any one
institution alone, but a col-
lective social responsibility.
He expressed his solidarity
with the Centre’s efforts
and assured his support for

initiatives aimed at im-
proving the dignity, happi-
ness, health and quality of
life of senior citizens.

Prominent persons who
spoke on the occasion in-
cluded Shri Raj Kumar
Kohli, Shri Tilak Raj
Sharma, Shri Prem Raj
Shan and Shri Ramesh
Magotra, who highlighted
the importance of commu-
nity participation and con-
tinued support for the wel-
fare of senior citizens. The
celebration featured cul-
tural programmes, health-
awareness sessions and in-
teractive activities,
providing the elderly par-
ticipants an opportunity to
come together, interact and
celebrate the occasion in a
warm and positive atmos-
phere. The management of
Golden’s Day Care & Recre-
ation Centre reiterated its
commitment to the happi-
ness, dignity and welfare of
senior citizens, describing
them as the guiding light of
society.

During the programme,
forthcoming infrastructure

requirements of the Centre
were also placed before the
Hon’ble MLA for consider-
ation, including installa-
tion of PP tiles in the front
ground and allied works
through his CDF, along
with installation of ESCL
lights in the premises of
Golden’s Day Care & Recre-
ation Centre by the Jammu
Municipal Corporation.
These proposed works are
aimed at improving the
Centre’s infrastructure and
creating a safer, more com-
fortable and accessible envi-
ronment for senior citizens.

The programme con-
cluded with a vote of
thanks to all dignitaries,
guests and participants.
The celebration conveyed a
strong social message that
the dignity and wellbeing of
senior citizens are integral
to the welfare of society,
and that a truly progressive
and compassionate society
is one that respects its el-
ders, values their contribu-
tion and ensures that they
continue to feel included,
supported and valued.

Senior Citizens Day Celebrated with Enthusiasm
at Golden’s Day Care & Recreation Centre
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With the objective of en-
suring safe, timely and eco-
nomical transportation of
apples in the upcoming ap-
ple season 2026, an impor-
tant meeting was organized
today on 21st August 2026
at Srinagar by Railway offi-
cials with the Director,
Horticulture, Planning &
Marketing, Srinagar and all
stakeholders. The meeting
was attended by Assistant
Commercial Manager / FS /
Jammu and Assistant Op-
erations Manager / M /
Jammu on behalf of
Jammu Division, along
with officials of the Horti-
culture Department, fruit
growers, Kisan aggregators
and business aggregators,
including about 30-35
prominent representatives.
In this meeting, various
traders, farmers and apple

traders participated physi-
cally as well as through vir-
tual mode. The main objec-
tive of the meeting was to
ensure safe, timely and eco-
nomical transportation of
apples through Railways in
the upcoming apple sea-
son.

Various important issues
were discussed in the meet-
ing, especially detailed de-
liberations were held on
transportation of fruits
from Anantnag and Pam-
pore Goods Sheds and
movement of apples
through parcel train from
Budgam to Adarsh Nagar
Delhi. The Horticulture
Department, fruit growers
and apple traders ex-
pressed their gratitude and
appreciation to the Rail-
ways for the services pro-
vided last year. They in-
formed that last year in
2025, when the National
Highway was closed due to
natural reasons, Railways

played a vital role in that
difficult time. It is notewor-
thy that last year, Jammu
Division successfully trans-
ported about 20,000
tonnes of apples from
Kashmir to other mandis of
the country through Goods
Trains and JPP-RCS Parcel
Train, Parcel Vans and
BCN wagons, which saved
the growers and traders
from incurring huge losses.

In view of the upcoming
apple season 2026, the
transportation of apples to
different parts of the coun-
try through Railways this
year also was discussed in
the meeting. 

In this regard, it was de-
cided that the Directorate
of Horticulture will provide
detailed information re-
garding the anticipated
quantity and transporta-
tion requirements to the
Railways within a week, so
that timely arrangement of
parcel van rakes and BCN
wagons can be made by the
Railways. In the meeting,
Railway officials advised all
aggregators to consider
Railway parcel service as
per their requirement and
to fill the indent in advance.
Traders can apply for their
indent online, so that their
goods can be included in
the scheduled routes and
parcel rakes or wagons can
be made available on prior-
ity basis upon receipt of the
indent.

Officials stated that
transportation by Railways
is extremely beneficial for
aggregators and farmers.
As compared to road trans-
port, Railway freight is eco-

nomical, which will reduce
the per-box cost and di-
rectly increase profits.
Even in case of bad
weather, landslides and
National Highway block-
ade, apples will reach the
mandis safely and on time
through rail route, which
will make the risk of fruit
spoilage almost negligible.
A large quantity of apples
can be sent together
through parcel vans and
BCN wagons, which will
eliminate the need to send
small loads repeatedly.
Along with this, direct con-
nectivity will be available
from Budgam to Adarsh
Nagar Delhi, Mumbai,
Bengaluru, Chennai and
Kolkata including all major
fruit markets of the coun-
try.

On this occasion, Senior
Divisional Commercial
Manager, Jammu, Shri
Uchit Singhal said that
Railways is fully committed
to the prosperity of the hor-
ticulture sector of Jammu
and Kashmir and the
farmer brothers here. Our
target is that this year more
apples should be trans-
ported through Railways
than last year. All farmer
and trader brothers should
join the Railway parcel ser-
vice in maximum numbers.

At the end of the meeting,
all aggregators expressed
their consent to work to-
gether with the Railways
this year also.

Railway officials hold meeting with Director  
Horti regarding transportation of Kashmiri apples
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UNION TERRITORY OF JAMMU & KASHMIR
JAL SHAKTI (IRRIGATION & FLOOD CONTROL) DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER IRRIGATION DIVISION NO.II
JAMMU

E-Mail: xenirrigation-div2@jk.gov.in, Tel/Fax: 0191-2457756
No:JID/II/2026-27/3330-3366

Dated:21-08-2026
CORRIGENDUM

Subject: Extension of dates.
Reference: This office Fresh E-NIT No. 12 of 08/2026-27 issued vide endorsement No.

JID/II/2026-27/3232-3268Dated14-08-2026.
This is for the information of all the concerned thatthe bid opening and closingdates of
above-mentionedwork of this office E-NIT under referenceis hereby extended due to poor
responseand the fresh dates are as under: -
i) Uploading stops on : 24-08-2026 (18:00 PM)
ii) Tender opens on : 25-08-2026 (02:00 PM)

Sd/-
Executive Engineer

Irrigation Division No.II
JammuDIP/J-8587/26. Dated: 21.08.2026DIP/J-8522/26. Dated: 21.08.2026

Power Shutdown
by KPDCL

SRINAGAR, AUGUST
21: Chief Engineer Distribu-
tion, KPDCL has informed
that the Shutdown of 33 kV
Pampore-Badamibagh line
will be observed due to
which power supply to Son-
war, Shivpora, Pantha-
chowk, Batwara, WSS
Tangnar, Summerbugh,

Govt. Press, GB Panth
Hospital and adjoining ar-
eas will be affected from 08
AM to 11 AM on 22 August
2026.

Similarly, shutdown of 33
kV Pampore-Pulwama line
will be observed due to
which power supply to
Kakapora, Pahoo, Nehama,
Newa, Gudoora, Parigam,
Singoo Narbal, Zadoora and
adjoining areas will be af-
fected from 09 AM to 02
PM on 27 & 29 August
2026.

SWD Srinagar organizes Vocational Training
Programme to promote livelihood

SKUAST-K's celebrates
World Entrepreneurs'

Day with Startups
SRINAGAR, AUGUST

21: SKUAST-K Innovation,
Incubation & Entrepre-
neurship Centre (SKIIE)
celebrated World Entrepre-
neurs' Day, bringing to-
gether resident startups,
mentors and industry part-
ners under the banner
“Stakeholders of Change”
for a day-long programme
reflecting on Kashmir's
growing entrepreneurship
ecosystem.

The session was chaired
by Director Education,
SKUAST-K Prof Altaf Mohd
Bhat, with Chief Executive
Officer of SKIIE delivering
the keynote address to an
audience of founders, inno-
vators and prospective en-
trepreneurs.

The Director Education,
commended SKIIE's role in
embedding entrepreneur-
ship into the university's
academic culture and en-
couraged audience to see
startups as a viable career
path alongside conven-
tional employment.


