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Minister for Jal Shakti,
Forest, Ecology & Environ-
ment and Tribal Affairs,
Javed Ahmed Rana, today
laid the foundation for aug-
mentation of Water Supply
Schemes (WSSs) at Upper
Thathar and Sidhra Gujjar
Basti, marking a significant
step towards strengthening
the drinking water infra-
structure in the areas.

The two projects are be-
ing taken up under the Spe-
cial Assistance to States for
Capital Investment
(SASCI) scheme and are
aimed at ensuring reliable,
adequate and safe drinking
water supply to local resi-
dents.

Legislator Jammu North,
Sham Lal Sharma, legisla-
tor Jammu East, Yudhvir
Sethi and senior officers of
the Jal Shakti department
were present on the occa-
sion.

The augmentation of
WSS Upper Thathar in
Bantalab area is being exe-
cuted at an estimated cost
of Rs 5.88 crore targeting
650 Functional Household
Tap Connections, benefit-
ing around 15,000 people.
The project is scheduled for
completion by December
2026.

Similarly, the augmenta-
tion of WSS Sidhra,
Raghura Gujjar Basti is be-
ing taken up at an esti-
mated cost of Rs 8.50 crore
and will target more than

500 Functional Household
Tap Connections, benefit-
ing nearly 20,000 citizens.
This project is also targeted
for completion by Decem-
ber 2026.

While laying the founda-
tion stones for the schemes,
Minister Javed Ahmed
Rana said that the two Wa-
ter Supply Schemes would
significantly improve the
quality of life of local resi-
dents by ensuring reliable
and safe drinking water.

“These projects are not
merely about augmenting
water supply but they are
about ensuring a healthier,
safer and more dignified
life for every resident of
Jammu city,” Rana said.

The projects envisage

creation of new sub-sta-
tions, laying and strength-
ening of distribution net-
works, augmentation of
existing storage capacity
and development of other
allied infrastructure to en-
hance the efficiency, relia-
bility and coverage of the
water supply system. These
interventions will help
strengthen the overall
drinking water infrastruc-
ture and ensure adequate,
regular and sustainable wa-
ter supply to the targeted
households and localities.
The Minister said that un-
der the leadership of Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah,
our government is commit-
ted to build a resilient and
sustainable public infra-

structure. These projects
reflect our resolve to ensure
that the fruits of develop-
ment reach every house-
hold, leaving no one be-
hind, he added.

Javed Rana stated that
the Jal Shakti Department
has been directed to expe-
dite similar augmentation
works across the district on
a priority basis, so that the
benefits of piped water sup-
ply reach the maximum
number of households at
the earliest.

He directed the con-
cerned departments to
maintain close monitoring
of the works and ensure
their timely completion
without compromising on
quality.

Rana launches Rs 14.38 cr water supply
projects for Upper Thathar, Sidhra under SASCI
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Commissioner Secretary,
Cooperative Department,
Yasha Mudgal, today
chaired a meeting of the
High-Level Committee
(HLC) to review the perfor-
mance, functioning and de-
velopmental initiatives of
Cooperative Credit Institu-
tions across the Union Ter-
ritory of Jammu and Kash-
mir.

The meeting was at-
tended by Vikas Mittal,
General Manager/Officer-
in-Charge, NABARD; Ram
Swaroop, Deputy General
Manager, Reserve Bank of
India (RBI); Managing Di-
rector, J&K State Coopera-
tive Bank (JKStCB); Man-
aging Directors and Chief
Executive Officers of Dis-
trict Central Cooperative
Banks (DCCBs), J&K be-
sides other senior officers of
the Department.

During the meeting,
Vikas Mittal made a de-
tailed PowerPoint Presen-
tation covering the financial
and developmental perfor-
mance of cooperative banks
in Jammu and Kashmir.

Ram Swaroop, empha-
sized the importance of ro-
bust corporate governance,
regulatory compliance and
effective supervisory mech-
anisms. He called for expe-
diting the constitution of
the Boards of Directors of
the J&K Central Coopera-
tive Bank (JCCB) and the
J&K State Cooperative
Bank (JKStCB).

Yasha Mudgal empha-
sized that cooperative credit
institutions have a critical
role in promoting inclusive
economic growth and
strengthening rural liveli-
hoods in Jammu and Kash-
mir. She stressed that coop-
erative banks should focus
on expanding financial in-
clusion, improving cus-
tomer service, ensuring in-
stitutional sustainability
and making timely and af-
fordable credit available to
farmers, rural households,
entrepreneurs and other el-
igible beneficiaries.

Taking a detailed review

of the PACS Computeriza-
tion Project, the Commis-
sioner Secretary directed all
concerned to strictly adhere
to the prescribed imple-
mentation timelines and
ensure compliance with T-
7 and T-1 requirements re-
lated to end-of-day
processes and financial rec-
onciliation. She directed
that districts showing
slower progress be ac-
corded priority attention
and instructed the system
integrators to expedite rec-
onciliation, provide effec-
tive handholding and train-
ing to PACS personnel and
maintain continuous coor-
dination with NABARD for
resolving technical and im-
plementation-related is-
sues.

The Commissioner Sec-
retary also reviewed the op-
erational issues related to
Sahakar Sarthi Private Lim-
ited. She directed the con-
cerned cooperative banks
and the Office of the Regis-
trar, Cooperative Societies,
J&K, to coordinate closely
and resolve all pending is-
sues in a time-bound man-
ner. She made it clear that
operational bottlenecks
should not affect the deliv-
ery of services to members
and beneficiaries.

Reviewing the progress of

newly established Multi-
purpose PACS, Yasha Mud-
gal directed the concerned
institutions to make these
entities fully functional and
economically viable at the
earliest. She emphasized
the need to augment rural
credit flow, increase agri-
cultural term lending and
diversify into suitable non-
agricultural loan portfolios
to ensure the long-term
sustainability of M-PACS
and enable them to serve as
effective multipurpose in-
stitutions for rural commu-
nities.

The Commissioner Sec-
retary also reviewed com-
pliance with various super-
visory and regulatory
requirements. She directed
for strict adherence to the
provisions of the Banking
Regulation Act, 1949, and
applicable guidelines. She
called for expeditious dis-
posal of non-banking as-
sets, transfer of eligible
unutilized funds to the De-
positor Education and
Awareness Fund (DEAF)
and strict compliance with
Know Your Customer
(KYC) norms. She directed
the concerned institutions
to identify regulatory defi-
ciencies and ensure their
rectification within clearly
defined timelines.

Emphasizing institu-
tional accountability,
Yasha Mudgal directed
that future recapitalization
of cooperative banks
should be closely linked
with measurable financial
and performance indica-
tors. She also directed the
concerned authorities to
expedite the convening of
the Special General Meet-
ing (SGM) and take neces-
sary steps for the subse-
quent election of the Board
of Directors of the J&K
State Cooperative Bank in
accordance with the ap-
plicable provisions.

The Commissioner Sec-
retary called upon all coop-
erative banks to adopt a co-
ordinated and
outcome-oriented ap-
proach towards reducing
Non-Performing Assets
(NPAs), improving Credit-
Deposit (CD) ratios,
strengthening recovery

mechanisms and enhanc-
ing the overall net worth of
cooperative banking insti-
tutions. She stressed that
improving asset quality,
mobilizing deposits and ex-
panding quality lending
should remain key priori-
ties.

Yasha Mudgal under-
scored that cooperative
credit institutions must
progressively transform
into technologically en-
abled, member-centric and
financially resilient institu-
tions capable of responding
effectively to the changing
requirements of farmers,
rural communities and en-
trepreneurs. She called for
greater adoption of digital
banking services, improved
customer interface,
strengthened internal sys-
tems and enhanced trans-
parency and accountability
in institutional functioning.

She emphasized that a ro-
bust and efficient coopera-
tive banking network
should serve as a strong in-
strument for expanding fi-
nancial inclusion, strength-
ening rural livelihoods,
promoting entrepreneur-
ship and contributing to
sustainable socio-economic
development across
Jammu and Kashmir.

Yasha Mudgal emphasizes strengthening
of Cooperative Credit Institutions,

PACS Computerization, Rural Credit
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The Directorate of Cen-
sus Operations, J&K and
Ladakh, in collaboration
with Bhaderwah Campus,
University of Jammu, today
organised an awareness
seminar on “Census 2027 –
Counting Today, Shaping
Tomorrow” at Bhaderwah
Campus.

The seminar was aimed to
sensitise the students, fac-
ulty members and other
stakeholders about the sig-
nificance of Census 2027,
the importance of accurate
and inclusive data and its vi-
tal role in informed policy-
making, development plan-
ning and nation-building.

Amit Sharma, Chief Prin-
cipal Census Officer and Di-
rector, Directorate of Cen-
sus Operations, J&K and
Ladakh, was the chief guest
on the occasion.

Addressing the gathering,
he highlighted the signifi-
cance of Census 2027 and
stressed the need for active
public participation and ac-
curate information for cre-
ating a reliable demo-
graphic database. He urged
the students to become am-
bassadors of census aware-

ness and help disseminate
the message of responsible
participation among the
wider community.

He emphasised that every
citizen has an important
role in ensuring that the
census exercise is accurate,
comprehensive and inclu-
sive. He also appreciated
Bhaderwah Campus for col-
laborating with the Direc-
torate in organising the
awareness seminar.

Professor Rahul Gupta,
Rector, Bhaderwah Cam-
pus, highlighted the impor-
tance of the Census as a vi-
tal source of demographic,
social and economic infor-
mation. He stated that accu-
rate census data provides
the foundation for effective
governance, equitable re-

source allocation and evi-
dence-based development
planning.

Dr. Rakesh Sharma,
Head, Department of Eng-
lish and Officiating Rector,
Bhaderwah Campus, un-
derlined the importance of
Census data in understand-
ing the societal changes and
formulating development-
oriented policies.

A detailed presentation
on Census 2027 was deliv-
ered by Balbir Singh, Assis-
tant Director, Census Oper-
ations, who explained the
census process, its objec-
tives and the importance of
accurate and comprehen-
sive data collection.

A debate competition was
also organised as part of the
programme, in which stu-

dents from different depart-
ments participated enthusi-
astically. The first three win-
ners were felicitated, while
certificates were presented
to all participating students
in recognition of their par-
ticipation.

The programme was at-
tended by Sunil Kumar
Butyal Additional Deputy
Commissioner Bhaderwah,
Kamal Preet Singh Tehsil-
dar Bhaderwah, Vijay Ku-
mar Assistant Director Cen-
sus Operations, Professor
Subash Chander Dr.
Shayan Javed, Dr. Umesh
Choudhary, Dr. Neeraj
Sharma, faculty members
from various departments,
teaching and non-teaching
staff and a large number of
students.

J&K Census Operations organises
awareness seminar on Census 2027
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Ajeet Kumar Sahu, Joint
Secretary, Department of
Agriculture & Farmers Wel-
fare, Government of India,
and Central Prabhari Offi-
cer for Baramulla District
under the Aspirational Dis-
trict and Aspirational Block
Programmes, PM SHRI
Schools and PMDDKY, to-
day undertook a compre-
hensive field visit to Tang-
marg and Pattan to assess
the progress of key develop-
ment initiatives.

Sahu, accompanied by
Pranjal J. Hazarika, Addi-
tional District Development
Commissioner, Baramulla;
Nissar Ahmad, Chief Plan-
ning Officer;  SDM Gul-
marg; State  Coordinator
PM SHRI  Fayaz Ahmad
Fayaz  and other concerned
officers, reviewed the imple-
mentation of various flag-
ship programmes at the
grassroots level.

During the visit, he in-
spected PM SHRI Schools
at Dobhiwan, Tangmarg,
and Gund Khwaja Qasim in
Pattan. He took stock of the
infrastructure, educational
facilities and initiatives be-
ing implemented under the
PM SHRI Scheme. He also
interacted with students to
understand their learning
experiences, assess the
availability of facilities and
hear their aspirations.

The visit also focused on
evaluating the implementa-
tion and impact of the Aspi-

rational District and Aspira-
tional Block Programmes
and PMDDKY, while iden-
tifying areas that require
further attention and
strengthening.

Later, Sahu visited Singh-
pora, Pattan, and inspected
the newly established
Health and Wellness Centre
(Delivery Point). The facil-
ity has been constructed
with award funds received
under NITI Aayog’s Aspira-
tional Blocks Programme,
aimed at strengthening lo-
cal healthcare infrastructure

and ensuring improved ac-
cess to essential health ser-
vices.

During the field visit,
Sahu stressed the need for
effective implementation,
judicious utilization of re-
sources and continuous
monitoring of development
programmes. He empha-
sized that coordinated ef-
forts should be made to en-
sure that the benefits of
these flagship initiatives
reach the intended benefi-
ciaries efficiently and within
the stipulated timelines.

Sahu reviews PM SHRI Schools, Health Centre
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Deputy Commissioner
Anantnag, Dr. Bilal Mohi-
uddin Bhat, IAS, today
chaired a comprehensive re-
view meeting to assess the
progress of AgriStack imple-
mentation and other digital
agriculture initiatives across
the district.

The meeting was at-
tended by both Additional
Deputy Commissioners,
ACR, SDMs, Tehsildars and
other concerned officers.

During the meeting, the
Deputy Commissioner re-
viewed the progress
achieved in digitisation,
AgriStack implementation
and Farmer ID generation.
He stressed the need for
close coordination among
revenue officials, field func-
tionaries and agriculture of-
ficers to address bottlenecks
and ensure the timely com-
pletion of pending work.

The DC directed the con-
cerned officers to expedite
the process and set time-
bound targets for achieving
100 per cent saturation of
farmer profiles. He also
called for intensified Farmer
ID registration through vil-
lage-level camps, along with
daily monitoring to main-
tain the quality and accu-
racy of the data.

The meeting was in-
formed that the implemen-
tation of AgriStack has been
taken up in mission mode,
with the district administra-
tion and field functionaries
working in a coordinated
manner to meet the as-
signed targets within the
stipulated timelines.

Out of a total of 5,02,985
entries pertaining to the dis-
trict, 3,04,720 entries have
been completed so far, rep-
resenting approximately
60.5 per cent progress. The
completed entries are being

processed through the pre-
scribed three-tier mecha-
nism of submission, verifi-
cation and approval.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner placed particular em-
phasis on quality control, di-
recting officials to ensure
thorough verification and
accuracy of records before
their incorporation into the
system. He stressed that re-
liable and accurate data is
essential for the effective de-
livery of digital agriculture
services.

Meanwhile, more than 84

Farmer ID registration
camps are currently opera-
tional across the district,
through which 2,830 regis-
trations have been com-
pleted so far. Field teams are
continuing their efforts to
accelerate the registration
process and facilitate
greater farmer participa-
tion.

The district administra-
tion has also undertaken
awareness and mobilisation
activities in coordination
with various departments
and field functionaries.
These efforts are aimed at
sensitising farmers about
the importance of Farmer
IDs and encouraging them
to complete their registra-
tion at the earliest.

Reiterating the adminis-
tration's commitment to
speed, accuracy and quality,
the DC directed all con-
cerned to maintain close
monitoring and ensure that
the assigned targets are
achieved within the pre-
scribed timelines.

At the conclusion of the
meeting, Dr. Bhat said that
AgriStack would serve as an
important foundation for
modernising the agricul-
tural sector and would pro-
vide significant benefits to
the farming community by
enabling more efficient and
targeted delivery of farmer-
centric services.

DC Anantnag reviews AgriStack Progress,
Directs Time-Bound completion


