Govt forms
Highway Safety
Task Forces

The government has

constituted Highway
Safety Task Forces in all
districts of the Union
Territory to strengthen
road safety and comply
with the Supreme Court's
directions in the Phalodi
accident case.

"In compliance with
the Supreme Court order,
sanction is hereby accord-
ed to the constitution of
DistrictHighway Safety
Task Forces, in the Union
territory of Jammu and
Kashmir," a GAD order
said.

The district magistrate
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PMGSY AE
suspended

The government has
placed under suspension

Liyagat Javid Sheikh
Gojar, Assistant
Engineer, PMGSY

Division,Thathri, follow-
ing his arrest by the CBI's
Anti-Corruption Bureau,
Jammu, in a graft case.

As per a government
order, the suspension
would be effective from
the date of his arrest on
July 16, 2026.

During his suspension,
Gojar would remain
attached to the office of
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CB files chargesheet
in visa fraud case

The crime branch of
police has filed a
chargesheet against an
accused for allegedly dup-
ing several people on the
pretext of arranging for-
eign employment visas for
them.

The chargesheet was
filed against  Kartik
Choudhary, a resident of
Purana Pind, RS Pura,
before a competent court,
along with a list of witness-
es and relied-upon docu-
ments, officials said.

Officials said the case
originated from a com-
plaint, alleging cheating in
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Digital FASTaglocal
pass facility extended
to 121 toll plazas

NEWDELHI, AUG 18:
National Highways Author-
ity of India (NHAI) has ex-
tended the facility of online
FASTag 'Local Passes' to 121
toll plazas across the coun-
try, an official statement
said on Tuesday.

Eligible commuters can
subscribe the monthly local
pass online through the Ra-
jmargyatra Mobile App,
eliminating the need for
physical visits to toll plazas
and manual submission of
supporting documents, the
Ministry of Road Transport
& Highways said.

The first Digital Local
Pass facility was launched in
July 2026 at the Mundka-
Bakkarwala toll plaza on
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SC directive on

pleato confiscate

properties of offenders

NEW DELHI, AUG 18:
The Supreme Court today
sought responses from the
Centre and the state govern-
ments on a PIL seeking di-
rections to confiscate mov-
able and immovable
properties of offenders and
their family members in-
volved in exam question pa-
perleak cases.

A bench comprising Jus-
tices PS Narasimha and
Alok Aradhe issued notice
to the Union of India and
states on the plea filed by
advocate Ashwini Kumar
Upadhyay.

During the hearing,
Upadhyay submitted that
he was not pressing his
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Trump praises India’s poll system

MEA responds, says credibility
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Ravneet Rabab’s Kashmir connection
finds a voice in ‘Sajjna Ve’

well-established globally

NEW DELHI, AUG 18:
After US President
Donald Trump cited In-
dia's electoral system
while pushing for
mandatory photo iden-
tification for voters in
the United States, the
Ministry of External Af-
Jairs (MEA) today said
the credibility and ro-
bustness of India's elec-
tion machinery are
"well-established facts
globally".

MEA spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal made the
remarks when asked about
Trump's comments during
the ministry's weekly media
briefing.

"I have no specific com-
ment to make on the re-
marks. I can say, however,
that the credibility and ro-
bustness of India's election
machinery are well-estab-
lished facts globally," he
said.

Trump on Tuesday in-
voked Chief Election Com-
missioner Gyanesh Kumar
while renewing his demand
for mandatory voter identi-
fication in the US and urg-
ing Congress to pass the
SAVE America Act.

"Earlier this month, In-
dia's Chief Election Com-
missioner, Gyanesh Kumar,
asked our administration,
how can you have elections
in the US without a valid
Photo ID?" Trump said in a
post on Truth Social.

Trump pointed out that
646 million voters partici-
pated in India's last elec-
tion, with less than one per
cent voting by mail, and
said every voter was re-
quired to have a valid photo
identity document.

His remarks came a week
after CEC Kumar met US
Ambassador to India Sergio
Gor. During the meeting,
the two agreed to work

closely to deepen coopera-
tion in election manage-
ment and the training of
election staff.

Gor on Tuesday endorsed
Trump's remarks, posting
on X, "President Donald
JTrump is absolutely cor-
rect! 646 MILLION voters,
every single one required an
ID in India's last election.
Congress should pass THE
SAVE AMERICA ACT!"

According to the White
House, the SAVE America
Act seeks to ensure that only
US citizens participate in
federal elections. The pro-
posed legislation would re-
quire voters to provide valid
identification and proof of
citizenship before register-
ing to vote.

It also proposes restric-
tions on voting by mail, lim-
iting it to cases involving ill-
ness, disability, military
service or travel. The legis-
lation would further direct

Cong to hold working committee meeting

Roadmap to corner govt on student
protests, Ram Temple ‘theft’ on agenda

NEW DELHI, AUG 18: The Congress
will hold a meeting of its working committee
here on Wednesday to discuss the prevailing
political situation in the country, including
the roadmap to step up pressure on the gov-
ernment on issues of students and the Ram

temple donation "theft".

The Congress Working Committee
(CWC) meeting will be held at Indira
Bhawan at 3 pm on Wednesday, with party
president Mallikarjun Kharge chairing it
and top leaders, including former party
chief Rahul Gandhi and general secretaries
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, Jairam Ramesh
and K CVenugopal, set to attend.

The opposition party's roadmap to cor-
ner the Bharatiya Janata Party-led Centre
on issues of students and the Ram temple
donation "theft" would be on the agenda,

sources said.

Also, areview of the party's preparations
for the Assembly polls early next year would
be held. Polls are likely to take place in Pun-
jab, Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Goa and
Manipur early next year.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi's appeal to

opposition parties to support a delimita-

ture.

tion-linked bill to implement women's
reservation in the Lok Sabha and state as-
semblies was also likely to come up for dis-
cussion as there is a possibility that it may be
brought by the Government in the near fu-

Asked about the possibility of the govern-
ment bringing the delimitation-linked bill
for implementing women's reservation,
Ramesh had last week said, "We are in
touch with all parties. We continue to be in
touch with all parties, I am sure that thisis
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BRICS Environment Ministers' meeting
India calls for people-centric
approach to environmental action

NEW DELHI, AUG 18:
Minister for Environment,
Forest and Climate Change,
Government of India, Bhu-
pender Yadav, today wel-
comed Ministers and Heads
of Delegations from BRICS
Member Countries to the
12th BRICS Environment
Ministers' Meeting under
India's BRICS Chairship
2026, held in New Delhi.

Delivering his keynote
address, Yadav stated that
India's Chairship is guided
by the vision of Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi in plac-
ing the concerns of the
Global South at the fore-

front of the agenda and re-
defining BRICS as "Build-
ing Resilience and Innova-
tion for Cooperation and
Sustainability”, with a peo-
ple-centric approach and
the spirit of "Humanity
First".

He highlighted the grow-
ing global environmental
challenges of climate
change, biodiversity loss,
pollution and disaster risks,
particularly for developing
countries where environ-
mental vulnerability is often
closely intertwined with
broader development prior-
ities.

He called for stronger
BRICS cooperation on for-
est fire prevention, pre-
paredness, early warning,
response and post-fire re-
covery, while stressing the
importance of climate fi-
nance, adaptation and em-
powering local communi-
ties.

Emphasising India's ap-
proach, the Minister said
"ecological restoration and
human development can
advance together", citing
Mission LiFE and Ek Ped
Maa Ke Naam as examples
of combining ecological
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HR Council demands immediate
internet restoration in PoJK

MUZAFFARABAD (POJK), AUG18:
The Human Rights Council of Pakistan-oc-
cupied Jammu and Kashmir (PoJK) has
called for the immediate restoration of inter-
net services in the region, saying the pro-
longed shutdown has severely affected fun-
damental rights and caused difficulties for
students, freelancers, businesses and Kash-

miris living overseas.

In a post on social media, the Human
Rights Council PoJK said the continued in-
ternet disruption has adversely affected
freedom of expression, access to informa-
tion and communication. History

According to the Council, students, free-
lancers and business people are facing se-
rious difficulties and financial losses be-
cause of the lack of reliable internet
connectivity. Kashmiris living abroad have
also reportedly faced problems maintain-

man rights.

communities.

The Council stressed that digital access
can no longer be considered merely a conve-
nience, arguing that internet connectivity
has become an essential means of employ-
ment, education, communication and the
exercise and protection of fundamental hu-

It therefore demanded that internet ser-

ing communication with their families and

™M K

vices across PoJK be fully restored without
further delay.

In a separate post, the Human Rights
Council PoJK also raised concerns over the
handling of an alleged student suicide at a
private educational institution in a subur-
ban area of Muzaffarabad in August 2023.

According to the Council, it received a
complaint concerning the death of the stu-
dent, following which the Education De-
partment constituted an investigative com
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states to remove non-citi-
zens from voter rolls.

"American citizens -- and
only American citizens --
should decide American
elections," the White House
said, describing the pro-
posed legislation as a "com-
mon sense, bipartisan bill".

Trump's remarks also
drew a response from se-
nior Congress leader and
Lok Sabha MP Pawan
Khera, who dismissed the
US President's praise for In-
dia's election system, say-
ing, "Please take Gyanesh
Kumar to America and keep
him there."

Khera added that in re-
sponse to the "insults and
bullying" India had received
from Trump, "this is the
least we can do for you".

Earlier, making a strong
case for stricter electoral
laws in the US, Trump
praised the Indian election

Search bperations
launched
in 3 distts

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, AUG 18

Following reports about
the movement of suspected
terrorists, security forces
have launched search oper-
ations at multiple locations
in Udhampur, Kathuaand
Reasi districts of Jammu.

According to officials, two
suspected terrorists went to
the house of one Prakash
Chand in Takot village of
Udhampur late last night.
Finding the entry door
locked from inside, they
knocked on it, officials said.

The family members did-
n't open the door despite re-
peated knocks, the suspects,
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Omar reviews
Film Festival
preparations

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, AUG 18

Chief Minister Omar Ab-
dullah today chaired a high-
level meeting to review the
final preparations for the in-
augural International Film
Festival of Jammu & Kash-
mir (IFFJK), scheduled to

Cont.on P9 >
Al, cybersecurit

rapidly transforming
governance: Jitendra

NEW DELHI, AUG 18:
Union Minister Jitendra
Singh today said that AI,
Quantum, Cybersecurity
and Digital tools were
rapidly transforming gover-
nance and emphasised the
need for continuous learn-
ing and adaptation among
civil servants as governance
processes and technology
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Rajya Sainik Board meeting
Every step will be taken to honour

=

T

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, AUG 18

LG Manoj Sinha, who to-
day chaired the 81st meet-
ing of Jammu &Kashmir
Rajya Sainik Boardat Lok
Bhavan here, said that every
step would be taken to hon-
our the sacrifices of veter-
ans.

In his address on the oc-
casion, he discussed key is-
sues concerning veterans,
veer naris, widows and de-

your sacrifices: LG tells veterans

pendents, covering, welfare
delivery, grievance redres-
sal, healthcare and institu-
tional strengthening.

The LG reiterated his
commitment to the welfare
of veterans and their fami-
lies, assuring that every step
would be taken to honour
their sacrifices and guaran-
tee alife of dignity.

The board discussed em-
panelment of government
hospitals including AIIMS
Jammu, GMC Rajouri,
GMC Doda and Govern-

ment Hospital, Kupwara,
with ECHS for enhanced
healthcare access.

The LG also chaired the
State Management Com-
mittee (SMC) meeting on
the Armed Forces Flag Day
Fund.

The committee consid-
ered welfare-oriented pro-
posals covering medical and
health support, infrastruc-
ture, outreach, education
and skill development.

The committee also pro
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Red Fort car bomb blast

High Court denies default
bail to accused

NEW DELHI, AUG 18:
Delhi High Court on Tues-
day refused to grant default
bail to Jasir Bilal Wani alias
Danish, one of the accused
in the 2025 Red Fort car
bomb blast that killed 15
people and left many in-
jured.

A bench of Justices
Prathiba M Singh and Vikas
Mahajan dismissed Wani's
appeal challenging a March
30 trial court order reject-
ing his plea seeking default
bail.

"As of now, even the
chargesheet has been filed
on May 14, 2026. Thus, at
this stage, the appellant

cannot seek to challenge
that he was entitled to de-
fault bail after the period of
90 days as in the opinion of
this court, that ship has
sailed. The appeal, there-
fore, is liable to be dis-
missed," the bench said.

An accused becomes en-
titled to default bail if the in-
vestigating agency fails to
file a chargesheet within the
stipulated time.

The NIA arrested Wani, a
Kashmiri, accused of being
an active co-conspirator, on
November 17, 2025.

The agency has alleged
that Wani provided techni-
cal support for carrying out

terror attacks by modifying
drones and attempting to
make rockets.

It has claimed that he
worked closely with suicide
bomber Umar un Nabi in
planning the Red Fort blast.

A Hyundai i20 car ex-
ploded near the Red Fort at
6.52 pm on November 10,
2025, killing 15 people and
injuring several others.
Nabi was identified as the
suicide bomber behind the
fatal explosion.

Other than seeking de-
fault bail after expiry of 9o
days from his arrest, Wani
in his appeal also assailed
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Hormuz will stay closed until
US lifts blockade: Iran

TEHRAN, AUG 18:
Iran's top negotiator Mo-
hammad Bagher Ghalibaf
said on Tuesday that the
strategic Strait of Hormuz
will not be opened until the
United States meets
Tehran's demands, includ-
inglifting a naval blockade.

"I want to state clearly
that the Strait of Hormuz
will not be opened until the
American commitments
stipulated in the memoran-
dum of understanding... are
implemented," he said in a
speech broadcast on state
television.

Ghalibaf listed the re-
moval of the blockade, the
lifting of oil sanctions and
unfreezing of Iran's assets

abroad among the de-
mands, which were in-
cluded in an Iran-US truce
in June that later collapsed.

War between Iran and the
United States broke out on
February 28 after US-Is-
raeli attacks on the Islamic
republic, triggering a con-
flict across the region.

Diplomatic efforts have
since April 8 put an end to
intense bombardments, but
sporadic clashes have per-
sisted, especially in and
around the Strait of Hor-
muz.

Iran has kept control of
the strait, a vital global en-
ergy conduit, since the war
broke out, requiring vessels
to seek permission and pay

transit service fees, a move
opposed by Washington
and several regional coun-
tries.

Iran and Oman, both
coastal states on Hormuz,
have for weeks been dis-
cussing the future of naviga-
tion through the strait, with
Tehran saying the geo-
graphical coordinates of the
route envisaged by both
countries "have been agreed
upon".

On Monday, Iran said
that talks were "continuing
in a serious manner" and
views were being exchanged
on the text of a "joint state-
ment".

US President Donald
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Govt steps up efforts to reduce
dependence on imports

NEWDELHI, AUG 18:
The Defence Ministry has
notified its sixth Positive In-
digenisation List (PIL), cov-
ering 405 strategically im-
portant items with an
estimated business poten-
tial of Rs 3,070 crore, as the
government steps up efforts
to reduce dependence on
imports and expand domes-
tic defence manufacturing.

The latest list, notified by
the Department of Defence
Production (DDP), includes
16 items related to the In-
dian Coast Guard (ICG) and
389 items used by Defence
Public Sector Undertakings
(DPSUs).

The items range from line

replaceable units, sub-sys-
tems and sub-assemblies to
spares, components and
raw materials.

The items cover a broad
range of platforms and sys-
tems, including the ad-
vanced light helicopter,
light utility helicopter, Su-
30MKI, light combat air-
craft and AL-31FP engine.

The list also includes
components for armoured
platforms such as the T-72,
T-90 and BMP-II, as well as
equipment for warships and
missile systems including
Konkurs-M, Invar and MR-
SAM.

Defence electronics, in-
cluding radars, sonars, fire-

control systems and satel-
lite communication sys-
tems, as well as high explo-
sive anti-tank ammunition
and other critical equip-
ment, are also covered.

Each item has been as-
signed an indicative time-
line for indigenisation.
Once successfully devel-
oped in India, the items will
be procured from domestic
industry.

The DPSUs and the ICG
will pursue indigenisation
through different routes, in-
cluding the government's
'Make' procedure and in-
house development, with
participation from Indian
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