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Very heavy
rains likely
in J&K

The IMD today said
that the UTs of Jammu&
Kashmir and Ladakh were
expected to witness more
intense rain.

The IMD also warned
of isolated very heavy
rainfall over the western
Himalayan region.

The All-India Weather

Summary &Forecast
Bulletin, issued by the
National Weather

Forecasting Centre on
August 17, said fairly
widespread rain was likely
over Haryana,
Chandigarh, Delhi and
Punjab on August 18.
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1killed, 12 injured
in road accident

A teenage boy was
killed and 12 others were
injured after multiple
vehicles collided at
Tandwal in Rajouri dis-
trict today.

Officials said a two-
wheeler first collided with
a taxi and then with an
auto-rickshaw. The three-
wheeler  subsequently
rammed into five parked
cars.

Thirteen people,
including three boys, who
were on the two-wheeler,
were injured in the colli
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GOC visits Siachen
Glac1er sector

Lt Gen Madanra] Pande,

General Officer
Commanding (GOC) of the
Fire &Fury Corps, today
visited the Siachen Glacier
sector to review the opera-
tional preparedness of
troops deployed at the
world's highest battlefield.

Cont.on P9 >

SC asks J&K to
compensate for land
takenin1953

NEW DELHI, AUG 17:
The Supreme Court today
asked the Jammu and
Kashmir administration to
pay compensation and
rentals to one of the descen-
dants of farmers whose land
was forcibly taken more
than 773 years ago for setting
up a police station at Kan-
gan in Ganderbal without
any acquisition proceed-
ings.

Land measuring seven
kanals and 18 marlas at
Kangan was forcibly taken
over for constructing a po-
lice station way back in 1953
without acquiring it and
without paying the compen-
sation.

Abench comprising Chief
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Gen Seth conferred
rank of honorary
Gen of Nepal Army

KATHMANDU, AUG
17: Indian Army Chief Gen-
eral Dhiraj Seth was con-
ferred the rank of Honorary
General of Nepal Army by

President = Ramchandra
Paudel during an investi-
ture ceremony at Sheetal
Niwas here on Monday.
General Seth arrived in
Nepal on Sunday on a four-
day official visit at the invita-
tion of his Nepalese Army
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Himanshi Khurana BREAKS silence on Asim Riaz
split, REVEALS why she ended it

Foiled terror attacks, arrested 200

operatives ahead of |-Day: Shah
Says ISI-backed Shahzad Bhatti Network destroyed

NEW DELHI, AUG 17:
Two days after Inde-
pendence Day, Union
Home Minister Amit
Shah today said that
'India foiled attacks by
the Pakistan-backed
terrorists ahead of the
August 15 celebrations
by laying hands on
over 200 operatives of
the Shahzad Bhatti Net-
work'.

Over 200 operatives of
the ISI-backed terror group,
Shahzad Bhatti Network,
were arrested ahead of In-
dependence Day, thwarting
plans of the outfit to launch
subversive attacks, he said.

The Union Minister said
coordinated operations
were held across different
locations in 14 states, re-
flecting the country's zero
tolerance towards terror-
ism.

Substantial recoveries, in-
cluding IEDs, grenades

bearing Pakistan Ordnance
Factory markings, pistols,
live cartridges, and CCTV
cameras used for espionage,
were made from the ISI-
funded group, he said.
"Modi government de-
stroyed the ISI-backed ter-
ror group Shahzad Bhatti
Network ahead of Indepen-
dence Day and thwarted its
plans for subversive attacks

by arresting more than 200
operatives," the home min-
ister said in a post on X.
"Indian security forces
ripped apart the network by
launching coordinated op-
erations across different lo-
cations in 14 states, uphold-
ing a brilliant example of
India's zero-tolerance to-
wards terrorism," he said.
The network was involved

or organisational reshuffle in BJP

Ram Madhav, Mansoor among
new national vice-presidents

NEW DELHI, AUG 17: BJP today an-
nounced a major reorganisation of its na-
tional organisational structure, with BJP
National President Nitin Nabin approving a
series of key appointments with immediate

effect.

According to the party's central office, the
party has appointed 13 National Vice Presi-
dents as part of the organisational revamp.
They include former Rajasthan Chief Minis-
ter Vasundhara Raje Scindia, former Ut-
tarakhand Chief Minister Tirath Singh
Rawat, Ram Madhav, Baijayant Jay Panda,
Rekha Verma, Var-
shaben Narendrabhai Doshi, Bharti Pravin
Pawar, Manpreet Singh Badal, Lal Singh
Arya, M Nagaraja, Tariq Mansoor and Mad-

DPurandeshwari,

huchandra Kar.

In a significant organisational decision,

General Secretary (Organisation). Shiv-
prakash and Saudan Singh have been ap-
pointed as National Joint General Secre-
taries (Organisation).

The party has also appointed Vinod

Tawde, Sunil Bansal, Biplab Kumar Deb,

Smriti Irani, Satish Poonia, Gajendra Patel,
Harish Dwivedi and Sanjay Bhatia as Na-
tional General Secretaries.

The BJP appointed Pradip Varma,
Jagdish Ishwarbhai Patel, Sandeep Pathak,
Phangnon Konyak, Kavita Patidar, K.
Surendran, Bhola Singh, Sangeeta Yadav,
Anil Antony, M. Venkateshan, Manoj Tigga,
Siddharth Shambhu, Swadesh Singh, Mrig-
anka Deo Barman, Rohan Gupta and Jal
Prakash as National Secretaries.

In another key financial appointment,

BLSanthosh has been retained as National

Piyush Goyal has been named the party's
Cont.on P9 >

PoJK electoral process under scrutiny,
HRC demands independent audit

MUZAFFARNAGAR
(POJK), AUG17: The Hu-
man Rights Council of Pak-
istan-occupied Jammu and
Kashmir has raised serious
concerns over the recent
electoral process, saying
that the completion of
polling in most constituen-
cies and the emergence of a
party in a position to form
the government cannot by
themselves settle questions
surrounding transparency,
participation and public
trust.

"The electoral process
cannot be reduced to the
number of seats won," the
Council said in a post on X,
stressing that a genuine
public mandate requires

transparency, free partici-
pation, fundamental free-
doms and confidence in the
electoral system.

The Council pointed to
the postponement of elec-
tions in Poonch and Sud-
hanoti, reports of violence,
communication blackouts
and electoral boycotts as is-
sues that require immediate
attention. It also high-
lighted what it described as a
significant discrepancy be-
tween reports of low
turnout and electoral boy-
cotts in certain areas carried
by international media and
subsequent official turnout
figures.

"A reliable explanation is
essential for this stark dis-

crepancy between ground
observations, official
turnout and electoral re-
sults," the Council said.

It demanded that polling
station-wise results, the
number of votes cast, re-
jected ballots, vote counts
and other electoral records
be made publicly accessible
so that the process can be
independently verified.

The Council called for an
"independent, impartial
and credible audit" of the
entire electoral process and
urged authorities to estab-
lish an independent forum
where electoral candidates,
observers and citizens can
raise complaints and seek
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India launches ICT track
under BRICS Chairship

PUNE, AUG 17: With India at the helm
of the BRICS presidency, the Working
Group meetings on cooperation in Infor-
mation and Communication Technologies
(ICTs) began in Pune on Monday, with focus
on strengthening resilience, innovation, co-
operation and sustainability in the digital

sector.

Addressing mediapersons, Department
of Telecommunications (DoT) Secretary
Amit Agrawal said the official-level discus-
sions will lead up to the BRICS ICT Ministe-
rial event and declaration scheduled for Au-
gust 20 and 21, with representatives from
all 11 BRICS member countries expected to

participate.

"Today we had this launch event, which
will lead up to the ministerial event and de-
claration on the 20th and 21st. All 11 BRICS
nations are expected to attend. Today we

tries.

Agrawal noted that BRICS represents
nearly half of the world's population and
said the discussions will focus on collective
plans and initiatives among member coun-

"BRICS represents half of the world's
population. The contribution of the BRICS

nation and their collective plans are being

deliberated, and we are very happy that un-
der India's Chairship of the current round
of BRICS, the ICT track is being launched
today for the final leg of all the deliberations
we had over thelast one year..."

He told mediapersons that the agenda for
the ICT track is centred around the

acronym of BRICS for "Building for Re-

are at the official-level kickoff" he said.

cM

K

silience, Innovation, Cooperation and Sus-

tainability" in context of the digital world.
"The focus of the agenda is on the

acronym of BRICS itself --Building for Re
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in several terrorist activi-
ties, Shah said.

According to a govern-
ment statement, the
Shahzad Bhatti Network
(SBN) is a Pakistan-based
terror syndicate linked to
grenade, IED and petrol
bomb attacks and targeted
killings across India.

The SBN has also been
paying local conduits to
recce police, defence and re-
ligious sites, and to install
CCTV cameras for espi-
onage.

The NIA is probing mul-
tiple cases against Bhatti,
including an alleged link to
the March 2025 grenade at-
tack at the residence of so-
cial media influencer Roger
Sandhu in Jalandhar, Pun-
jab.

In April 2026, the NIA
had chargesheeted Bhatti as
an absconder, and one
other accused in the case.
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Amarnath Yatra:
Chhari Pujan
performed in Sgr

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, AUG 17

The 'Chhari-Pujan' of
Almighty Siva's holy mace
was performed at Amaresh-
war Temple in Mahadev Gir
Dashnami Akhara here on
the occasion of Nag Pan-
chami today.

Amid chants of Vedic
hymns, Mahant Deependra
Giri, the mace's custodian,
led a group of sadhus in per-
forming the puja, officials
said.

Chhari Pujan signifies the
final phase of the annual
Amarnath Yatra. Following
its worship in Srinagar, the
holy mace will be taken
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Joshi directs
NTA to overhaul
exam system

NEW DELHI, AUG 17:
Education Minister Pralhad
Joshi on Monday directed
the National Testing Agency
(NTA) to conduct a thor-
ough audit of all its exami-
nation processes and sub-
mit a report on the
corrective action taken re-
garding the multiple lapses
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Jitendra presents
'National Anubhav
Awards'

NEW DELHI, AUG 17:
Union Minister Jitendra
Singh today presented 'Na-
tional Anubhav Awards' to
the superannuating em-
ployees, describing them as
anational asset.

"Technology-driven pen-
sion service delivery has
brought greater efficiency,
while saving significant
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Sacred journey to holy cave
shrine deeply enllghtenmg LG

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, AUG 17

LG Manoj Sinha today
flagged off the first batch of
devotees for the highly
revered Shri Budha Amar-
nathji Yatra amid tight se-
curity, saying that the sa-
cred journey to the holy
cave shrine was a deeply en-
lightening experience.

The spiritual pilgrimage
was flagged off from Bhag-
wati Nagar base camp here
for the ancient Budha
Amarnath cave shrine lo-
cated in Mandi belt of the
mountainous Poonch dis-
trict in Jammu. The shrine
sits about 4,600 ft above sea
level.

On the occasion, the LG
extended his warm wishes
to all the pilgrims for a safe
and spiritually fulfilling pil-
grimage.

He expressed deep appre-
ciation to the Baba Amar-
nath and Budha Amarnath
Yatri Nyas along with VHP,
Bajrang Dal, local authori-
ties, langar organisations
and civil society groups for
their meticulous coordina-
tion and comprehensive
arrangements, ensuring
smooth conduct of the pil-
grimage and Budha Amar-
nathjiyatra.

The sacred journey to
Baba Budha Amarnath's
abode is a deeply enlighten-
ing experience. I firmly be-
lieve this pilgrimage brings
profound transformation
and reveals life's deepest
truths to every devotee," he
said.

A large gathering of emi-
nent spiritual leaders, reli-
gious heads, public repre
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Trump threatens to bomb Oman
if it getsin way of Iran deal

WASHINGTON, AUG
17:  President Donald
Trump today threatened to
bomb Oman if it "gets in the
way" of a US deal with Iran
on the Strait of Hormuz and
called for Iran to surrender.

"If Oman gets in the way,
we'll bomb the shit out of
them," Trump told a jour-
nalist, referring to ongoing
talks between Oman and
Iran on control of the strait,
while Washington is also
pursuing its own talks.

Iranian and Omani offi-
cials have been talking for
weeks on future maritime
navigation arrangements
through the shipping route,
and the foreign ministry in
Tehran said earlier Monday
that the two sides were

working on a joint declara-
tion.

However, Trump has re-
peatedly insisted that the
strait, which Tehran effec-
tively closed at the start of
the Middle East war on Feb-
ruary 28, is under US con-
trol despite traffic remain-
ing throttled.

On Friday, Trump
claimed that he would even
declare the Strait of Hor-

muz part of US territory,
while Iran retorted that the
crucial energy waterway it
has blockaded "will remain
Iranian."

Prior to the launch of the
US-Israeli war against Iran,
the Hormuz strait was con-
sidered an open, interna-
tional waterway. It carries
significant portions of
global energy shipments, as
well as other commodities.

Tehran has used its effec-
tive seizing of control over
the strait as leverage against
the US-led attempts to de-
stroy its military and force
it to abandon a controver-
sial nuclear power program.

Iran's coast flanks the
north side of Hormuz and
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India-Kenya discuss proposals

to deepen part

NAIROBI (KENYA),
AUG 17 : India and Kenya
held discussions on further
strengthening the bilateral
partnership and took stock
of the recent developments
during a meeting between
High Commissioner Adarsh
Swaika and Kenya's Cabinet
Secretary for Foreign & Di-
aspora Affairs Musalia W
Mudavadi.

Sharing the details in a
post on X, the Indian Em-
bassy said that High Com-
missioner Adarsh Swaika
called on Prime Cabinet
Secretary and Cabinet Sec-
retary for Foreign and Dias-
pora Affairs Musalia W Mu-
davadi.

"High Commissioner ap-
prised Hon'ble PCS of re-

cent bilateral developments
and discussed proposals
and ideas for further
strengthening the India-
Kenya partnership,” the
post said.

India and Kenya have
longstanding ties. As the
two countries continue to
deepen their partnership,
Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla on Thursday in a bilat-
eral meeting with Moses M
Wetang'ula, Speaker of the
National Assembly of
Kenya, noted that regular
high-level engagements
have continuously strength-
ened the bilateral relation-
ship between the two coun-
tries.

Emphasising the cen-
turies-old people-to-people

mership

connect between India and
Kenya, the Lok Sabha
Speaker welcomed the deci-
sion of the Kenyan govern-
ment to recognise Persons
of Indian Origin as an in-
digenous community,
which further deepens rela-
tions between the two coun-
tries.

He observed that both In-
dia and Kenya attach im-
portance to democracy, in-
clusive development and
human-centric progress.
He added that this shared
outlook gives the bilateral
relationship special depth.

Noting the influence of
Mahatma Gandhi on
Kenya's struggle for free-
dom against colonial rule,
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Kavinder visits Ujjain temples; prays for
prosperity of people of HP, natlon
¥ _;1 A -’_l H’!f | "

UJJAIN, AUG17: Hi-
machal Pradesh Governor
Kavinder Gupta today vis-
ited the highly revered tem-
ples of Ujjain and offered
prayers at Shri Mahakalesh-
war Temple, Shri Kal
Bhairav Temple and Shri
Mangalnath Temple, pray-
ing for the people of HP and
the nation.

He participated in the sa-
cred Bhasma Aarti at Shri
Mahakaleshwar Temple
and offered prayers to
Almighty Mahakal.

The governor also paid
obeisance at Shri Kal
Bhairav Temple and Shri
Mangalnath Temple, and
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