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80th |-Day celebrated with patriotic fervour across Kashmir division

pendence Day 2026 was celebrated
with immense patriotic fervour across
the districts of Kashmir Division, where
respective Deputy Commissioners
hoisted the National Flag, inspected the
parade and took the salute at an impres-
sive parade.

The Tricolour hoisting ceremonies
were held amid impressive Parades and
colourful cultural programmes at all
venues of functions organized at dis-
trict, sub-division and tehsil levels
across Kashmir.

At Shopian: The 80th Independence
Day was celebrated with great patriotic
fervour and enthusiasm at District Police
Lines (DPL) Shopian, where Deputy
Commissioner (DC) Shopian, Shishir
Gupta, hoisted the National Flag and
took the salute at an impressive parade.

The DCalso inspected the parade and
witnessed the March Past presented by
contingents of CRPF, J&K Police, J&K
Women Police, Forest Protection Force,
Home Guards, NCC, GDC and school
students.

Addressing the gathering, the Deputy
Commissioner highlighted the signifi-
cance of Independence Day and paid
tribute to the freedom fighters and all
those who made sacrifices for the unity,
integrity and sovereignty of the nation.
He underscored the importance of col-
lective responsibility, peace, progress
and dedicated efforts towards nation-
building and building a developed In-
dia.

Multiple cultural programmes were
presented by students and artists, who
mesmerised the audience with vibrant
performances reflecting the rich cul-
tural heritage and patriotic spirit of
Shopian.

Outstanding performers and partici-
pants were felicitated with prizes for se-
curing top positions in various events.
Officers, officials and media persons
were also felicitated for their services
and contributions.

MLA Zainapora Showkat Hussain
Ganie, MLA Shopian Shabir Ahmed
Kulley, Principal District & Sessions
Judge Shopian Mehmood Ahmed
Chaudhary, SSP Shopian Mushtaqg Ah-
mad Chaudhary, ADDC, ADC, district
civil and police officers, besides a large
number of people, were present on the
occasion.

Meanwhile, at the Mini-Secretariat
Shopian, ADDC Dr. Nasir Ahmed Lone
hoisted the National Flag in the pres-
ence of officers and officials of the dis-
trictadministration.

Similar celebrations were held at Sub-
Division Zainapora, where SDM Bilal
Ahmad hoisted the National Flag, be-
sides various Tehsil Headquarters
across the district, with enthusiastic
participation of officers, officials, stu-
dentsand the general public.

The celebrations culminated with a
strong message of national unity, peace,
integrity, progress and collective com-
mitment towards building a stronger,
prosperous and developed India.

At Kulgam: 80th Independence Day
was observed with great enthusiasm at
District Police Lines, Kulgam, where
Deputy Commissioner  Kulgam,
Shahzad Alam, hoisted the National
Flag and led the celebrations as Chief
Guest.

The ceremony began with the hoist-
ing of the Tricolour, followed by a cere-
monial inspection of the parade. The DC
took the salute during an impressive
march past led by Dy.SP Dheeraj Sha-
van.

Contingents from J&K Police, J&K
Armed Police, CRPF, Women's Contin-
gentof J&K Police, Home Guards, NCC
Cadets, the Band Squad, and students
from schools across the district partici-
pated. The formations featured syn-
chronized drills, disciplined maneuvers,
and stirring band performances that
drew loud applause from the gathering.

In his address, the DC extended warm
Independence Day greetings to the peo-
ple of Kulgam and said that today with
immense pride, enthusiasm, and na-
tional unity, we are celebrating the 80th
Independence Day of our great home-
land. This blessed day reminds us of the
timeless sacrifices of our great martyrs
and national leaders who gave up their
present for the sake of our tomorrow,
he said.

""On behalf of all the residents of Dis-
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trict Kulgam, | pay my sincere tribute to
all those well-known and unknown sons
of the nation. Our freedom is their trust,
and safeguarding this trust is our na-
tional duty", said the DC.

"Freedomis not justahistorical event
or the ceremony of hoisting aflag. Free-
domisaresponsibility, an adherence to
the law, respect for human dignity,
equality, brotherhood, and a pledge to
contribute to the progress of the country.
Our Constitution gives us rights, but it
also teaches us to fulfill our duties with
honesty and a strong sense of responsi-
bility. On this day, let us renew our re-
solve that we will strengthen love
against hatred, unity against division,
and hope against despair", the DC fur-
ther continued in his Independence Day
speech.

The eventalso showcased impressive
cultural, patriotic, and dramatic perfor-
mances by school students, reflecting
the spirit of freedom, patriotism, broth-
erhood, and national pride, adding
color to the celebrations.

The function witnessed a large
turnout of officials, students, citizens,
martyrs’ families, and personnel from
police, paramilitary, and security forces,
ex DDC members, PRI members, civil
society members, among others.

Among those present were SSP Kul-
gam Anayat Ali, ADDC Kulgam Altaf
Ahmad Khan, ADC Vikar Ahmad Giri,
along with districtand sectoral officers,
police officers, and senior officers from
various security agencies.

Meanwhile, ADDC Kulgam, Altaf Ah-
mad Khan hoisted the National Flag at
Mini Secretariat in presence of officials
and citizens. Flag hoisting ceremonies
were also held at SD DH Pora, led by
SDM Noorabad, and at tehsildar head-
quarters by Tehsildars and other offices
and educational institutions of the dis-
trict.

At Ganderbal: The 80th Indepen-
dence Day was celebrated across Dis-
trict Ganderbal with patriotic fervour
and enthusiasm, with the main function
held at Qamaria Stadium, Ganderbal,
where Deputy Commissioner Gander-
bal, Jatin Kishore, hoisted the National
Flag and took the salute on the occasion.

The Deputy Commissioner inspected
the parade and witnessed the march
past presented by contingents of Police,
security forces and students.

Addressing the gathering, the Deputy
Commissioner extended warm greet-
ings to the people of Ganderbal on the
occasion of Independence Day and paid
rich tributes to the freedom fightersand
national heroes whose sacrifices made
the country’s freedom possible. He
called upon citizens to uphold the val-
ues of unity, integrity, brotherhood and
constitutional responsibility.

Highlighting the developmental
progress of the district, he said that Gan-
derbal is witnessing significant ad-
vancements in connectivity, infrastruc-
ture and public services. He highlighted
major projects including the Zojila Tun-
nel and Srinagar Ring Road Phase 11
and I1 A, besides initiatives under Jal
Jeevan Mission, power sector and re-
newable energy.

The Deputy Commissioner also high-
lighted ongoing efforts in healthcare,
education, social security, women em-
powerment, agriculture, youth entre-
preneurship, tourism and sports, and
emphasised the administration’s com-
mitment to ensuring that the benefits of
development reach every section of soci-
ety.

Speaking about the fight against drug
abuse, he said that the district adminis-
tration has adopted a whole-of-society
approach under the Nasha Mukt
Jammu and Kashmir Abhiyan, focus-
ing on awareness, counseling, rehabili-
tation, youth engagementand stricten-
forcement. He appealed to parents,
teachers, religious leaders and commu-
nity organisations to contribute towards
making Ganderbal a drug-free district.

Highlighting the developments in
agriculture and youth entrepreneur-
ship, the Deputy Commissioner said
that HADP and JKCIP have strength-
ened livelihoods through income gen-
erating units, while Mission YUVA is
creating opportunities for entrepre-
neurship, self-employment and self-re-
liance among youth and women.

He also appreciated the achievements
of Ganderbal’s sports persons and stu-
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dents including the participation of 51
children in National level Games, with
seven securing medals at the national
level.

The Deputy Commissioner said that
the administration’s vision is to build a
cleaner, greener, healthier, better con-
nected and economically vibrant Gan-
derbal.

He called upon citizens to work col-
lectively towards the vision of Viksit
Bharat 2047 and contribute towards
making Ganderbal a model district in
the country.

The celebrations also featured patri-
otic and vibrant cultural performances
by students, adding colour and patriotic
fervour to the occasion.

On the occasion, meritorious stu-
dents, officers and officials, police per-
sonnel and other achievers were felici-
tated in recognition of their outstanding
performance and dedicated services.
The students and participants who took
partin the march past were also appreci-
ated for their disciplined and enthusi-
astic participation in the Independence
Day celebrations.

The main function was attended by
Senior Superintendent of Police Gan-
derbal, Additional District Develop-
ment Commissioner, Additional
Deputy Commissioner, Assistant Com-
missioner Revenue, Assistant Commis-
sioner Development, district and sec-
toral officers, police and security
personnel, students, civil society repre-
sentatives and a large gathering of the
general public.

Independence Day functions were
also organised at Sub Divisional, Tehsil,
Block, Panchayat, Urban Local Body
and educational institutions across the
district with enthusiastic participation
of officials, students and citizens.

The celebrations concluded withare-
newed pledge to uphold the ideals of
freedom, unity, brotherhood and con-
stitutional values, and to contribute to-
wards building a stronger, prosperous
and Viksit Bharat.

At Bandipora: District Bandipora
came alive with vibrant celebrations
and deep patriotic spiriton the occasion
of the 80th Independence Day, with a
series of events held across the district.

At the heart of the celebrations was
the main function at Government
Higher Secondary School Nadihal,
where Deputy Commissioner Bandi-
pora, Indu Kanwal Chib, hoisted the
National Flag in the presence of MLA
Bandipora Nizamuddin Bhat; Principal
District and Sessions Judge Bandipora
Jeema Bashir; and Senior Superinten-
dent of Police Bandipora, Ajaz Ahmad
Zargar.

Following the flag hoisting, the
Deputy Commissioner inspected the
parade and took the salute from march-
past contingents comprising CRPF 3rd
Battalion, BSF 62 Battalion, J&K Exec-
utive Police, IRP 21st Battalion, J&K
Mahila Executive Police, Kashmir Forest
Training School Chitternar, J&K Spe-
cial Police officials, J&K Home Guards,
NCC cadets of NM BHSS Bandipora,
Higher Secondary School Quilmugam,
High School Bagh Bandipora, Higher
Secondary School Mantigam, Higher
Secondary School Nadihal, Higher Sec-
ondary School Aragam, Army Goodwiill
School Bandipora, G&B Hostel Bandi-
pora, High School Qazipora, SMS Is-
lamia Model School Garoora and J&K
Executive Police Band. The parade was
commanded by DySP Syed Dayam
Kazmi, with PSI Isha Kumari as the 2nd
Parade Commander.

In her Independence Day address,
the Deputy Commissioner extended
greetings to the people and emphasized
the message “Mera Desh, Mera Ghar.”
She said that when the nation is re-
spected as one’s home, its protection,
dignity and well-being becomes a col-
lective responsibility.

She called upon citizens to contribute
to nation-building by keeping the coun-
try clean, green and drug-free and urged
everyone to uphold the spirit of “Nation
Before Self.”

Highlighting the district’s achieve-
ments, the Deputy Commissioner said
that District Bandipora has earned the
Best Performer Award in India under
the prestigious Adi Karmayogi Ab-
hiyaan, recognising itsimplementation
and on-ground impact.

On infrastructure development, she
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said thatwork was underway
on three major bridges at Aragam,
Tangwani and Naninara, which would
strengthen connectivity in the district.
She also highlighted the completion of
major works including the car parking
facility at Gulshan Park and PRI Apart-
ments at Watpora, besides efforts to
shift rented health centres and revenue
offices to permanent buildings.

Referring to livelihood and tourism
initiatives in Gurez, the Deputy Com-
missioner said that work on the Rural
Martunder the Seema Samridh Yojana
had commenced, which would provide
livelihood opportunities to local people
while also facilitating tourists visiting
Gurez. She said Gurez had witnessed a
significant tourist footfall this year and
highlighted the growing tourism poten-
tial of Gurez and Tulail. She also stated
that, with the support of the BRO and
Indian Army, an all-women Gurezi
Bazaar had been established in Gurez
and was emerging as an important
source of income despite the valley's
limited business season. She appreci-
ated the people of Gurez for welcoming
tourists and highlighted the availability
of campsites, zip lines, Shina Culture
Centre and homestays.

On the campaign againstdrug abuse,
the Deputy Commissioner said that the
District Administration had worked ex-
tensively under the 100-Day Nasha
Mukt J&K Abhiyan to address the men-
ace of drug abuse. She lauded the efforts
of District Police Bandipora under the
leadership of SSP Bandipora, and said
that initiatives including Dosti Discus-
sions, Maa Se Guft-a-Gu, conventions
and the Rehbar initiative had strength-
ened the campaign and would continue
beyond the 100-day period. She also
highlighted the Knowledge Centre at
Mini Secretariat Bandiporaand Weekly
Nun Chai Talks as initiatives contribut-
ing towards education, awareness and
sustained efforts against drug abuse.

Referring to enforcement measures,
the Deputy Commissioner said that the
district had taken various actions in ac-
cordance with applicable directions and
guidelines, including demolition drives
and action concerning driving licences,
registration certificates, Aadhaar, pass-
portsand contractors’ cards.

On solid waste management, she said
the District Administration had taken a
series of measures in line with applicable
Supreme Court rulings and Govern-
ment of India guidelines. These in-
cluded the survey of Bulk Waste Gener-
ators, the first-ever Extended Producer
Responsibility (EPR) Convention at
Dawar, Gurez, establishment of a plastic
check-post and the Swachhta 50-50
campaign. She said these efforts were
aimed atending waste menace including
dumping at Zalwan and promoting re-
sponsible waste management.

The Deputy Commissioner stressed
that from September 1,2026, BDOs and
the Municipal Council would collect
only dry waste from households, while
households would be responsible for
managing their wet waste. She said
School Eco Clubs and Anganwadi work-
ers had been trained and assigned re-
sponsibility for 50 households and five
shops each under the Swachhta 50-50
approach, with the objective of ensur-
ing equal participation of the commu-
nity and government in maintaining
cleanliness.

The Deputy Commissioner said that
Independence Day provided an oppor-
tunity to reflect on the future of the com-
ing generations and called upon every
citizen to undertake at least one act in
the spirit of “Nation Before Self.” She
expressed the hope that by the next Inde-
pendence Day, citizens would have
helped at least one person affected by
drug addiction, supported the educa-
tion of a poor student, kept their sur-
roundings clean and adopted measures
such as rooftop rainwater harvesting.

The Deputy Commissioner thanked
MLA Bandipora, Principal Districtand
Sessions Judge Bandipora, PRI repre-
sentatives, security agencies, Education
Department, Youth Services and Sports
Department, PDD, PHE, Health De-
partment, District Police Bandipora,
and particularly the local people and
students for their contribution to the
successful conduct of the celebrations.

The celebrations featured a vibrant
cultural programme presented by stu-

dents from AGS Hajin & KV BSF Bandi-
pora, GHS Sumbal & HSS Hajin, HS
Bonakoot, GHSS Bandipora & JNV
Bandipora, G&B Hostel Bandiporaand
GHS Plan. The performances included
patriotic, Kashmiri, Shina and Gojri
songs, showcasing the rich cultural di-
versity and talent of the district. A special
Assam Bihu dance by CRPF personnel
also added to the cultural proceedings.

The eventwas also attended by Addi-
tional District Development Commis-
sioner Bandipora, Nazir Ahmad Mir;
Additional Deputy Commissioner
Bandipora, Zaffar Husson Shawl; ASP
Bandipora; DPO ICDS Bandipora Yaar
Ali Khan; ACR Bandipora, Shabir Ah-
mad Wani; SE R&B Bandipora; ACP
Bandipora; CPO Bandipora; Dy DEO
Bandipora; CEO Bandipora; ARTO
Bandipora; DTO Bandipora; DIO
Bandipora; Tehsildar Bandipora and
other senior officers of the civil and police
administration, public representatives,
students and a large gathering of the
public.

Earlier, the Deputy Commissioner
hoisted the National Flag at her official
residence, reaffirming the spirit of pa-
triotism, unity and national pride.

At the Mini Secretariat Bandipora,
Additional Deputy Commissioner
Bandipora Zaffar Husson Shawl hoisted
the National Flag. At Sumbal, SDM
Sumbal Murtaza Ahmad Sheikh
hoisted the National Flag, while at
Gurez, SDM Gurez Mukhtar Ahmad
hoisted the National Flag. Flag hoisting
ceremonies were also held at various
block headquarters.

The celebrations reflected the unity,
enthusiasm and commitment of the
people towards national values and the
spiritof patriotism.

Independence Day was celebrated
across different parts of the district, with
schools, Panchayats and government
offices organising flag hoisting cere-
monies, cultural programmes and pub-
lic gatherings, reflecting the spirit of na-
tional unity and patriotic participation.

AtPulwama: The 80th Independence
Day was celebrated across Pulwama
district with great enthusiasm, patriotic
fervour and national spirit.

The main function was held at District
Police Lines (DPL) Pulwama, where
Deputy Commissioner Pulwama, Dr.
Basharat Qayoom, hoisted the National
Flag and took the salute at the ceremo-
nial parade.

The eventwas attended by MLA Pam-
pore Justice (Retd.) Hasnain Masoodi;
MLA Pulwama Waheed Ur Rehman
Para; MLA Rajpora Ghulam Mohi Ud-
din Mir; SSP Pulwama Tanushree;
Wing Commander, Air Force Awan-
tipora, R.K. Singh; Commandant CRPF
182 Bn Anil Kumar; Commandant
CRPF 183 Bn Rajesh Kumar; ADC Pul-
wama Dr. S.M. Ashraf; former Chair-
person DDC Pulwama Syed Bari An-
drabi; former DDC members; district
presidents of various political parties;
senior officers of Police, Army, Air
Force, Paramilitary Forces and Civil Ad-
ministration, besides senior citizens,
families of martyrs, social activists, stu-
dents, youth, civil society and people
from different parts of the district.

The march-past was presented by
contingents of J&K Police, J&K Armed
Police, CRPF 182 and 183 Battalions,
IRP 10th Battalion, Home Guards, Fire
& Emergency Services, NCC cadetsand
students from various educational in-
stitutions.

Addressing the gathering, the Deputy
Commissioner paid rich tributes to the
freedom fighters, patriots and martyrs
whose sacrifices and struggles paved the
way for the country's independence. He
extended warm greetings to the people
of Pulwama on the occasion and called
for renewed commitment towards
peace, harmony, inclusive development
and the building of a strong, prosperous
and self-reliant India.

Highlighting the development jour-
ney of Pulwama, Dr. Qayoom said that
the district has registered significant
progress in key sectors including health,
education, agriculture, horticulture,
roads, employment and basic infra-
structure. He said that special focus is
being laid on strengthening agriculture
and horticulture, promoting modern
technology and enhancing farmers' in-
comes.

The DC said that education and skill

development of youth remain among
the administration's key priorities. He
highlighted ongoing efforts to
strengthen school infrastructure and
provide modern educational facilities,
while institutions such as ITIsand EDI
are being leveraged to provide youth
with skill development, training and
self-employment opportunities.

On the health front, he highlighted
the ongoing strengthening of healthcare
infrastructure in the district and said
that the completion of the AIIMS Awan-
tipora projectwould usher inanew era of
quality healthcare services not only for
Pulwama but the entire South Kashmir
region. Giving an overview of the ongo-
ing development works, Dr. Qayoom
said that around 22,000 works are ex-
pected to be completed during the cur-
rent financial year under the District
Capex Budget of approximately Rs 484
crore. He said that investments are being
channelled towards infrastructure, edu-
cation, housing, rural developmentand
employment generation.

He also highlighted initiatives aimed
atimproving housing and basic ameni-
ties, including works under Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana, while also high-
lighting the efforts being made for de-
velopment of Aspirational Blocks and
Panchayats. The district, he said, has
also made significant progress under
the Aspirational Blocks Programme and
other outcome-oriented government
initiatives.

Emphasising inclusive growth, the
Deputy Commissioner said that special
attention is being given to youth em-
powerment through Mission Yuva,
livelihood support for Self Help Groups,
tribal welfare initiatives and assistance
for specially-abled persons. He stressed
that equitable development remains a
priority so that every section of society is
able to benefit from government
schemes and development pro-
grammes. The administration, he said, is
committed to creating meaningful op-
portunities for youth, strengthening
livelihoods and improving the quality
of life of the people.

Highlighting Pulwama's rich cultural
and historical heritage, Dr. Qayoom in-
formed that 59 projects have been ap-
proved by the District Level Coordina-
tion cum Implementation Committee
(DLCIC) under the Revival, Restora-
tion, Preservation and Maintenance of
Architecture and Heritage Sites scheme,
with several projects already completed
and others under execution.

The Deputy Commissioner also high-
lighted progress in digital connectivity,
infrastructure development, agriculture
and horticulture, sports and social wel-
fare. He said that Mission YUVA has re-
ceived an encouraging response from
the youth of the district, while various
welfare initiatives continue to support
vulnerable and deserving sections of so-
ciety.

Referring to the Nasha Mukt Jammu
& Kashmir Abhiyan, Dr. Qayoom said
that the campaign in Pulwama has
evolved into a strong public movement
against substance abuse, with active
participation from public representa-
tives, students, youth, women, govern-
mentemployees, civil society organisa-
tions, religious leaders and people from
allwalks of life. He appreciated the col-
lective resolve of the people to protect
the younger generation and build a
healthy and drug-free society.

Concluding his speech, he urged the
people of Pulwama to work together in
the spirit of unity, peace and collective re-
sponsibility to contribute towards a
prosperous, developed and self-reliant
future. He also called for renewed com-
mitment to the vision of a Nasha Mukt
Jammu and Kashmir Abhiyan in order
to create a healthy, aware and progres-
sive society for future generations.

Meanwhile, mega Independence Day
functions were also held at District Police
Lines Awantipora and Sports Stadium
Bajwani, Tral, with patriotic fervour and
enthusiastic participation.

Flag-hoisting ceremonies were also
conducted at various locations across
the district, including Sub-Divisional
Headquarters, Tehsil and Block Head-
quarters, Panchayat Ghars, Kisan Khid-
mat Ghars (KKGs), Amrit Sarovars,
District Administration offices, schools,
police stations and other Police and
CRPF establishments.



