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Satish Sharma felicitates Kathua

achievers in DIPR J&K competitions

HIMALAYAN MAIL NEWS
JAMMU, AUG 16

Minister for Food, Civil
Supplies & Consumer Af-
fairs, Transport, Science &
Technology, IT, Youth Ser-
vices & Sports and ARI &
Trainings, Satish Sharma,
today felicitated the win-
ners from Kathua districtin
various competitions or-
ganised by the Department
of Information and Public
Relations, J&K, during the
Independence Day celebra-
tions at Sports Stadium,
Kathua.

In the Painting Competi-
tion, Kanwalnain Kaur se-
cured the first position fol-
lowed by Abhinav Sharma
and Veenakshi at second
and third positions respec-
tively.

In the National Anthem
Competition (13—18 years,
Individual Category), San-
chit Dalotra, Sidarath San-
gral and Simran Rajwal se-
cured first, second and
third positions respec-
tively.

In the National Anthem
Competition (Above 18
years, Individual Cate-
gory), Neelam Kumari
bagged the first position,
while Dheeraj Kumar and
Prianka secured second
and third positions.

In the National Anthem

Competition (Group Cate-
gory), Vikram of Santosh
Music & Dance Coaching
Institute, Kathua, clinched
the first position followed
by Learning Temple High
School at second position
and Manu Shiksha Kendra
Higher Secondary School,
Rajbagh at third position.

Competition, Avasyu
Gupta secured first posi-
tion, Chahat Devi second
and Mehul Jasrotha got the
third place.

The Minister congratu-
lated all the winners and
appreciated their talent,
creativity and patriotic
spirit, encouraging them to
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continue excelling in their
respective fields and con-
tributing positively to soci-
ety.

MLA Kathua Dr Bharat
Bhushan, Deputy Commis-
sioner Kathua, Rajesh
Sharma and SSP Kathua
Mohita Sharma was also
present during the Felicita-
tion.

SKUAST-Kashmir celebrates 80th

HIMALAYAN MAIL NEWS
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Sher-e-Kashmir Univer-
sity of Agricultural Sci-
ences and Technology of
Kashmir (SKUAST-K) cele-
brated the 80th Indepen-
dence Day with great patri-
otic fervour and
enthusiasm at its Shalimar
Campus today.

The National Flag was
ceremonially hoisted by
Prof. Nazir Ahmad Ganai,
Vice Chancellor, SKUAST-
K, in the presence of Uni-
versity officers, Deans, Di-
rectors, faculty members,
staff and students. The cer-
emony was followed by the
singing of the National An-
them.

Addressing the gather-
ing, the Vice Chancellor,
reaffirmed SKUAST-Kash-
mir’'s commitment to ad-
vancing agricultural devel-
opment, empowering
farmers and contributing
to the national vision of
Viksit Bharat. He empha-
sised that agricultural uni-
versities have avital role in
strengthening food and
nutritional security, pro-
moting sustainable and cli-
mate-resilient agriculture,
fostering innovation and
taking scientific knowledge
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and technologies to farm-
ing communities.

He also called upon the
students to become re-
sponsible citizens and ac-
tive contributors to nation-
building. Emphasising the
importance of holistic ed-
ucation, he encouraged
students to broaden their
intellectual horizons by en-
gaging with the history, lit-
erature and diverse knowl-
edge traditions of the
country alongside their
professional studies.

The enthusiastic partici-
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pation of students added
vibrancy and pride to the
celebrations, reflecting
their spirit of patriotism,
unity and national com-
mitment. Their participa-
tion made the occasion a
memorable expression of
love for the nation and
hope for its future.
Independence Day cele-
brations were also held
across the University’s fac-
ulties, colleges, Krishi Vi-
gyan Kendras (KVKs) and
research stations. Deans,
Associate Deans, Heads of
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KVKs and Heads of Re-
search Stations led the
flag-hoisting ceremonies at
their respective campuses
and stations, with faculty,
staff and students partici-
pating enthusiastically.
The celebrations reaf-
firmed SKUAST-Kashmir’s
commitment to excellence
in education, research, in-
novation and extension,
and its continued endeav-
our to contribute to the de-
velopment of a self-reliant
agricultural sector and a
prosperous Viksit Bharat.

Gurdwara Singh Sabha Bala Palpora

anniversary celebrated with reli

KULGAM, AUGUST
16: The anniversary of
Gurdwara Singh Sabha
Bala Palpora Mirbazar was
celebrated today in Kulgam
district with religious fer-
vour, devotion and enthu-
siasm. The programme was
attended by Deputy Com-
missioner Kulgam Shahzad
Alam and Mahant Manjeet
Singh of Jammu and Kash-
mir, besides members of
the Sikh community and
local residents.

On the occasion, the
Deputy Commissioner paid
obeisance at the Gurdwara
and participated in the
Bhajan Kirtan. He inter-
acted with members of the
Sikh community and the
Gurdwara management
and highlighted the impor-
tance of the teachings of
communal harmony,
brotherhood, peace and so-
cial justice.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner also listened to the
issues and concerns raised
by members of the local

sured them that their gen-
uine problems would be ex-
amined and addressed on
priority, as per the estab-
lished procedures.
Mahant Manjeet Singh
also participated in the reli-
gious proceedings and con-
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veyed his greetings to the
Sikh community on the
auspicious occasion.

The celebrations wit-
nessed the participation ofa
large number of members
of the Sikh community and
other local residents, who
joined the religious pro-
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ceedings and prayed for
peace, prosperity and com-
munal harmony.

Among others, Chief
Planning Officer (CPO)
Malik Suheel and other dis-
trict officers accompanied
the Deputy Commissioner
during the visit.
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CS directs faster execution of MHA-approved

Rs 1,579 Cr disaster recovery

HIMALAYAN MAIL NEWS
JAMMU, AUG 16

Chief Secretary, Atal Dul-
loo, reviewed the imple-
mentation of the Recovery
& Reconstruction (R&R)
Plan—2025 and utilization
of the disaster recovery as-
sistance sanctioned for
Jammu & Kashmir by Gol
directing departments to
accelerate project formula-
tion and execution while
ensuring that every recon-
structed asset is made
more resilient to future dis-
asters.

The meeting was at-
tended by Additional Chief
Secretary, Finance; Addi-
tional Chief Secretary,
PWD; Principal Secretary,
DMRR&R; Director, CD &
SDRF; Administrative Sec-
retaries, Divisional Com-
missioner, Jammu/Kash-
mir; and other senior
officers. Deputy Commis-
sioners from all 20 districts
participated virtually.

The Chief Secretary took
detailed stock of the
?1,579.09 crore recovery
package approved by the
National Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (NDMA)
under the NDRF/SDRF
R&R Funding Window.
The same was approved
through MHA for Post-Dis-
aster Needs Assessment

(PDNA) for damages
caused by floods, cloud-
bursts, landslides and

other disasters to the tune
of ?1,534.58 crore, besides
?44.52 crore for the dedi-
cated Ramban District re-
covery plan following the
April 2025 cloudburst and
flash floods.

Reviewing the progress,
the Chief Secretary noted
that departments have so
far prepared costed action
plans  amounting to
?1,225.78 crore, leaving a
balance of ?353.31 crore to
be operationalized by the
Jal Shakti and Agriculture
sectors.

Emphasizing that disas-
ter recovery should not
merely restore damaged in-
frastructure to its pre-dis-

Secretary directed all exe-
cuting agencies to strictly
follow the ‘Build Back Bet-
ter’ (BBB) approach.

Dulloo also called for
strict cross-verification of
beneficiary lists and project
proposals with major ongo-
ing schemes, including
PMAY-G, Jal Jeevan Mis-
sion, AMRUT, SASCI,
NABARD, PMGSY and
Samagra Shiksha, to elimi-
nate any possibility of du-
plication and ensure opti-
mal use of public resources.

He called for recon-
structed assets to incorpo-
rate appropriate disaster-
resilient features, including
compliance with Seismic
Zone I1V/V requirements,
elevated plinths and slope
stabilization  measures,
wherever applicable. The
departments were also
asked to optimally utilize
both norm-based and flexi-
ble assistance available un-
der the approved recovery
framework to meet incre-
mental resilience require-
ments.

The Chief Secretary fur-
ther directed that all pro-
jects be geo-tagged forth-
with and uploaded on the
BEAMS digital platform,
creating a unified digital
record for monitoring
progress, financial utiliza-
tion and physical out-
comes.

Giving the sector-wise re-
view, the Principal Secre-
tary, DMRR&R, Chan-
draker Bharti revealed that
significant progress has
been achieved in several
components of the recov-
ery programme. In the So-
cial Sector, he highlighted
against an approved alloca-
tion of ?289.40 crore, de-
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partments have formulated
plans amounting to 7262.11
crore.

Similarly in the Housing
component 100 per cent
commitment of its ?193.19
crore allocation, covering
9,083 households, includ-
ing 5,227 fully and 3,856
severely damaged houses
has been achieved.

With respect to the
Roads & Bridges compo-
nent, it has emerged as one
of the strongest performing
infrastructure segments,
with its entire ?461.64
crore allocation planned
for restoration of approxi-
mately 1,230.7 km of roads
and 4,494.5 metres of
bridges.

Additionally, the Power
sector has planned utiliza-
tion of ?70.08 crore against
?72.97 crore, targeting
restoration of more than
21,000 poles, 1,100 circuit
kilometres of conductors
and 800 transformers,
benefiting around 1.45 lakh
consumers.

The meeting was ap-
prised that the Drinking
Water & Sanitation has so
far formulated plans for
?59.02 crore against
?139.65 crore, while Irriga-
tion & Flood Control has
planned ?93.01 crore
against ?199.79 crore and
are in a process of utilizing
the full kitty of funds avail-
able.

In the productive sectors,
Agriculture has formulated
plans worth ?168.36 crore
against ?223.67 crore, cov-
ering 45 packages relating
to crop inputs, land recla-
mation and restoration of
research infrastructure at
SKUAST-Jammu. Animal
Husbandry & Livestock has
planned ?8.86 crore

against ?10.28 crore, while
Horticulture has fully uti-
lized its ?3.87 crore alloca-
tion to support 3,493 farm-
ers.

The Chief Secretary also
reviewed the dedicated
?44.52 crore Ramban re-
covery plan prepared in re-
sponse to the cloudburst
and flash floods of April
19-20, 2025. The plan in-
cludes ?23.24 crore for
Roads & Bridges, ?3.34
crore for Irrigation & Flood
Control, ?1.78 crore for Ed-
ucation and ?1.48 crore for
Animal Husbandry & Live-
stock, with approved and
proposed allocations fully
reconciled in these compo-
nents.

The Chief Secretary di-
rected that household relief
under the recovery pro-
gramme be disbursed
strictly in accordance with
the 30:40:30 progress-
linked Direct Benefit
Transfer (DBT) pattern,
ensuring that payments re-
main aligned with actual
progress of reconstruction.

He further directed
block, sub-divisional and
district-level Nodal Officers
to ensure complete resolu-
tion of E-Samadhan and
CPGRAMS grievances
within 15 days, making
grievance redressal an inte-
gral part of the recovery
monitoring mechanism.

The Chief Secretary un-
derscored that the recovery
programme should result
not only in timely restora-
tion of damaged assets but
alsoinamore resilientand
disaster-ready Jammu &
Kashmir, with every rupee
sanctioned translating into
durable public infrastruc-
ture and tangible relief for
affected communities.

Javed Rana reviews construction of EMRS,
Irrigation Department building at Bhera

HIMALAYAN MAIL NEWS
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Minister for Jal Shakti,
Forest, Ecology & Envi-
ronment and Tribal Af-
fairs, Javed Ahmed Rana,
today inspected the ongo-
ing construction work of
the Eklavya Model Resi-
dential School (EMRS) at
Bhera, Mendhar and re-
viewed the infrastructural
requirements of the insti-
tution.

During the visit, the
Minister interacted with
the students of EMRS and
gave a patient hearing to
their issues, demands and
requirements. He assured
the students that all neces-
sary measures would be
taken to ensure that the in-
stitution is provided with
adequate infrastructure
and facilities conducive to
quality education and resi-
dential learning.

The Minister took de-
tailed feedback on the
progress of various works
and stressed the need for
timely completion of the
critical infrastructure. He
directed the concerned de-
partments to accord top
priority to the completion
of the hostel building and
expedite the remaining
works on an urgent basis.

He specifically directed
that the hostel work be
completed at the earliest
so that the EMRS is able to
facilitate the admission
process and conduct the
requisite examinations for
students seeking admis-
sion for the academic ses-
sion 2026—27. He empha-
sized that there should be
no avoidable delay in com-
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pleting the essential infra-
structure required for the
smooth functioning of the
institution.

Rana underscored the
importance of EMRS insti-
tutions in providing qual-
ity education and residen-
tial facilities to students,
particularly those belong-
ing to tribal communities.
He called for close coordi-
nation among the con-
cerned departments to en-
sure that all necessary
facilities are putin placein
atime-bound manner.

While interacting with
the staff, Javed Rana en-
quired about the perfor-
mance of the students and
asked the staff to provide
full assistance to the stu-
dents to prepare them for
competitive examinations.
He also instructed the ad-
ministration of the schools
to organise seminars, de-
bates and other co-curricu-
lar activities for the over-
all development of the
students. He said that
teachers should make op-

timum use of their time
and resources for the bene-
fit of the student commu-
nity.

Later, the Minister in-
spected the ongoing con-
struction of the official
building of the Irrigation
Department at Bhera.

Taking stock of the
progress of the construc-
tion work, he directed the
concerned authorities to
accelerate the pace of exe-
cution and complete the
building on a double-shift
basis. He stressed that the
Irrigation Department re-
quires a proper and func-
tional office building to fa-
cilitate effective discharge
of its responsibilities and
improve service delivery.
He directed the depart-
ment to ensure that the re-
maining work is com-
pleted expeditiously so
that the building is made
available for official use at
the earliest.

Rana reiterated that
timely completion of public
infrastructure projects re-
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mains a priority of the gov-
ernment and directed all
concerned agencies to
maintain close monitoring
of ongoing works, adhere
to prescribed timelines
and ensure quality in work
execution.
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