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Homestay Policy a bedrock to boost  Divyangjan's Tiranga Rally & Rangoli
Sustainable Tourism in J&K: CS
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Chief Secretary, Atal Dul-
loo, chaired a meeting of the
Tourism Department to re-
view the renewed Homes-
tay Policy aimed at expand-
ing homestay infrastructure
across Jammu & Kashmir,
promoting tourism in unex-
plored destinations and cre-
ating sustainable livelihood
opportunities for local com-
munities.

The meeting was at-
tended by Additional Chief
Secretary, Tourism; Com-
missioner Secretary, GAD;
Director, 1&C, Jammu; Di-
rector, Tourism,
Kashmir/Jammu; repre-
sentatives of J&K Bank and
other concerned officers.

Describing homestays as
the bedrock of tourism in
unexplored destinations,
the Chief Secretary ob-
served that these offer an
environmentally sustain-
able model particularly
suited to an ecologically
fragile region like J&K.

He emphasised that pro-
motion of homestays would
not only expand tourism be-
yond established destina-
tions but also make local
residents active stakehold-
ersintourism development,
generating employment
and income opportunities
across different strata of so-
ciety and contributingtoan
overall improvement in
their standard of living.

The Chief Secretary di-
rected the Tourism Depart-
ment to undertake greater
handholding and intensive
capacity-building initiatives
for prospective and existing
homestay owners so that lo-
cal communities are ade-
quately equipped to provide
quality services to visitors.

He further called upon fi-
nancial institutions to ex-
tend necessary financial
support for augmentation,
renovation and improve-
ment of homestay facilities
under the renewed policy
framework, observing that
easier access to finance
would encourage more

DC leads Mega Bike & E-Aut
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As part of the ongoing
Vande Mataram Phase-111
Campaign and 'Har Ghar
Tiranga' programme, a
mega Tiranga Bike and E-
Auto Rally was today organ-
ised in Kishtwar.

The rally was flagged off
by Deputy Commissioner
Pankaj Kumar Sharma
amid the enthusiastic par-
ticipation from officers and
officials of the civil and po-
lice administrations, CRPF,
Assam Rifles, students of
Government Degree Col-
lege and locals.

The rally commenced
from Welcome Gate-Mali-
path and after Passing
through Main Market and
Kuleed Chowk, it culmi-
nated at the New DC Office
Complex.

Addressing the partici-
pants, the Deputy Commis-
sioner appreciated the ef-
forts of all departmentsand
stakeholders involved in
making the rally a grand
success. He highlighted the
significance of the “Har
Ghar Tiranga” campaign in
strengthening the emo-
tional connect of citizens
with the National Flag and
inencouraging every house-
hold to proudly display the
Tricolour.

The entire route reverber-
ated with patriotic slogans
and the sight of countless
Tricolours, creating an elec-
trifying atmosphere across
the town. The rally served as
a powerful moving message
of unity, patriotism and re-
spect for the values en-
shrined in the Indian Con-
stitution.

households to participate in
theinitiative.

During the meeting, the
Tourism Department gave
a detailed presentation on
the existing homestay
ecosystem and the provi-
sions incorporated under
the renewed policy.

The ACS, Tourism, Dr
Ashish Chandra Verma di-
vulged that a homestay, un-
der the policy framework,
refers to a residential prop-
erty where the owner/pro-
moter and family reside on
the premises, with a provi-
sion for a minimum of one
and maximum of six guest
rooms, subject to pre-
scribed standards relating
to safety, hygiene, water
supply and electricity.
Adding that Jammu &
Kashmir presently has a to-
tal accommodation capac-
ity of 20,514 beds across
2,802 homestay units.

He also highlighted that
the policy provides homes-
tay owners with a range of
benefits, besides an addi-
tional source of household
income. It was given out
that the same includes offi-
cial recognition by the
Tourism Department, pro-
motion  through J&K
Tourism platforms, access
to training and capacity-
building programmes, facil-
itation of financial assis-
tance through Government
schemes and banking insti-
tutions, participation in
tourism promotion cam-
paigns and enhanced visi-
bility among domestic and
international tourists.

The meeting was also in-
formed about the introduc-
tion of the Bed & Breakfast
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(B&B) model, under which
secondary residential prop-
erties can now be registered
for touristaccommodations
too. Under the model, own-
ers can offer between one
and six rooms for accom-
modation, thereby provid-
ing an opportunity to gen-
erate income from vacant or
underutilised residential
properties while simultane-
ously increasing the avail-
ability of tourist accommo-
dation acrossthe UT.

The renewed framework
also provides for a simpli-
fied online registration
process through the J&K
Tourism portal. Applicants
can upload property details,
photographs and requisite
documents online, enabling
greater visibility among
tourists through official dig-
ital platforms.

The initiative also envis-
ages easier discovery of reg-
istered properties through
digital integration and geot-
agging, besides providing a
dedicated platform for pro-
motion of homestays across
Jammu & Kashmir.

The meeting further dis-
cussed the financial inclu-
sion component of the ini-
tiative being facilitated
through J&K Bank. Under
the financing arrangement,
loans for converting a resi-
dential house into a home-
stay can be extended up to
?5 lakh per room, subject to
amaximum of 230 lakh per
homestay, depending upon
the average conversion re-
quirements. The Depart-
ment also highlighted the
digital integration carried
out under Mission YUVA,
through which the J&K

With the collective spirit

of the people of Kishtwar,
the event echoed the power-
ful message, “Let Every
Heart Beat for the Tiranga.”

Similar bike rallies were
taken out at the Sub-Divi-
sion, Tehsil and Block levels
across the district.

Later, the district adminis-
tration, led by Deputy Com-
missioner, met in the Con-
ference Hall of the New DC

minute silence to mark Par-
tition Horrors Remem-
brance Day. The 2-minute
silence was observed in all
government offices and edu-
cational institutions across
the district.

SSP Naresh Singh; ADDC
Vinod Kumar Behnal, ADC
Pawan Kotwal; PO ICDS
Rishi Kumar Sharma; CEO,
KDA Kaiser Bhawani;

and observed 2 ACD/ACP Neeraj Sharma;

Government has partnered
with OYO for the “Crown of
Incredible India” Homestay
Initiative.

The initiative seeks to
promote village-based en-
trepreneurship and self-
employment opportunities
for youth through the estab-
lishment and promotion of
homestays, thereby creating
new avenues for local liveli-
hood generation while tak-
ing tourism deeper into
rural and lesser-explored
areas.

One more feature of this
framework incorporates a
simplified and time-bound
inspection mechanism. An
Inspection Committee will
assess registered applicants
on the basis of a prescribed
checklist and assign Silver
or Gold category based on
compliance with the stipu-
lated standards.

Applicants uploading all
requisite documents as per
the prescribed checklist will
be granted provisional regis-
tration under the Silver Cat-
egory for a period of six
months. Further, if verifica-
tion is not completed within
15 days, the registration
shall be deemed to have
been automatically ap-
proved, thereby reducing
procedural delays and pro-
viding greater certainty to
applicants. The renewed
Homestay Policy isaimed at
creating a more inclusive,
digitally enabled and finan-
cially supported tourism
ecosystem, with local
households and youth posi-
tioned at the centre of
tourism-led economic de-
velopment across Jammu &
Kashmir.

o Rally in Kishtwar
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ASP Pardeep Singh; DIO
Dr. Kuldeep Kumar, EO MC
Mirza Mumtaz Igbal, Dy. SP
Hgrs, Dr. Ishan Gupta,
DYSSO Jaffer Haider
Sheikh, Executive Engineer
JPDCL Abdul Hamid, DNO
Ayush Dr. Vikram Singh
Jamwal besides other offi-
cers and concerned staff
were present on the occa-
sion.

contest mark Tiran
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The Central Government
Pensioners' Welfare Associ-
ation (CGPWA) Jammu,
alongside the N K Jain
Foundation and Pharose
Remedies Ltd, today cele-
brated Tiranga Mahotsav-
26 with the specially-abled
(Divyangjan) students of the
School for Hearing Handi-
capped, run by J&K Samaj
Kalyan Kendra (SKK).

The Additional Dy Com-
missioner, Jammu Ms An-
suya Jamwal was the chief
Guest while former DGP Dr
Ashok Bhan, a life member
of SKK was the Guest of Ho-
nour.Dr Bhan flagged off
the Tiranga Rally from the
school premises in which
about one hundred Di-
vyangjan took part besides
teachers and staff. Principal
Roshan Bhan led the Rally.
Donning tricolor caps and
holding Tiranga in their
hands, the hearing-im-
paired students' silent
march passing through the
Residency Road, sent across
astrong message to the peo-
ple to always remember the
freedom fighters who by
their supreme sacrifices,
brought independence to
our country and to protect it
at every cost. Colorful as it
looked around noon, many
people on the road stopped
and cheered the Divyangjan
as they passed by. It was a
sight to see.

In the second event, a
Tiranga-themed Rangoli
contest was organised in
which 12 students partici-
pated. Using rangoli, they
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created different pictures of
India's advancement in dif-
ferent fields, including
space, secular traditions,
cultural heritage and other
symbols  of  progress
achieved since indepen-
dence. Rangoli depicting
ISRO's advancement by
sending rockets into space,
made by 12th class Divyang
Rohit Boloriawas adjudged
the best while 10th class
Lakshmi Devi bagged the
2nd prize for a beautiful
peacock made in tricolor,
conveying a message of
peace. Another divyang of
10th class Poonam was ad-
judged third for rangoli of a
lady with tricolor represent-
ing freedom. The selection
was made by a committee
comprising former Execu-
tive Director NTPC, V P
Padha & former IGP. Nisar
Ahmad, both members of
the Executive Committee of
SKK. Ansuya Jamwal pre-
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sented the awards and cer-
tificates.

Earlier, as part of Tiranga
Mabhotsav, the divyang stu-
dents also presented three
patriotic song-based dances
by sign language on pre-
recorded songs.

Speaking on the occasion,
Ansuya Jamwal congratu-
lated all Divyangjan for their
outstanding talent depicted
through the academic and
co-curricular activities. She
explained the objective of
Tiranga Mahotsav and said
all of us must celebrate In-
dependence Day with na-
tional fervor and gaiety. She
referred to Rangolis made
by them and said that these
were excellentand more im-
portant is their they have
comprehension of India de-
velopment made in all most
all sectors. She compli-
mented the management of
the SKK and teachers for
grooming hearing-impaired

students to this remarkable
level. N K Jain, proprietor of
Pharose Remedies Ltd do-
nated Rs 31000/- to the
school and provided food
packets from N K Jain
Foundation for the stu-
dents.

President of the SKK K B
Jandial expressed profound
gratitude to Ms. Ansuya
Jamwal and Smt & ShriN K
Jain for associating with the
NGO and Divyangjan to cel-
ebrate India's 80th Inde-
pendence Day. He specially
thanked N K & his wife for
their liberal contributions
for the welfare of the Di-
vyangjan.

Principal presented a for-
mal vote of thanks. Seema

Madan translated the
speeches in sign language
for the Divyangjan.

Present on the occasion
included Secretary CGPWA
B B Magotra & Treasurer, O
P Sharma.

Tiranga Rally taken out in Jammu

ahead of Independ
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The District Administra-
tion Jammu today orga-
nized a Tiranga Rally, rein-
forcing the message of Har
Ghar Tiranga campaign and
encouraging citizens to
proudly display the Na-
tional Flag at their homes
and actively participate in
the Independence Day cel-
ebrations.

The Rally started from
Gulshan Ground and con-
cluded at Shri Maharaja
Hari Singh Ji Park, coming
via Tawi Bridge.

The mega procession
comprising hundreds of
students and general public
was graced by Member of
Parliament (MP) Lok Sabha
Jugal Kishore Sharma;
MLA Bahu, Vikram Rand-
hawa; MLA Nagrota, De-
vyani Rana; Divisional
Commissioner Jammu,
Ramesh Kumar; Inspector
General of Police, Jammu
Zone, Bhim Sen Tuti; DIG
J-S-K Range; Deputy Com-
missioner Jammu; Com-
missioner, Jammu Munici-
pal Corporation; SSPs,
HODs, ADCs and other se-
nior officers and officials
from the Civil and Police
Departments.

Carrying the Tricolour
and raising patriotic slo-
gans, the participants
marched along the desig-
nated route, creating an at-

mosphere of national pride,
unity and enthusiasm.

Speaking on the occasion,
the Divisional Commis-
sioner Ramesh Kumar said
that the Tiranga Rally was
organized to set the tone for
spirited celebration of Inde-
pendence Day, reinforce the
message of Har Ghar
Tiranga campaign and ven-
erate the 150 years of Na-
tional Song Vande
Mataram. He said that the
timeless spirit of Vande
Mataram continues to in-
spire every citizen and rep-
resents the values of patrio-
tism, sacrifice, unity and
devotion to the nation.

The Divisional Commis-
sioner appreciated the en-
thusiastic participation of

A=, 2

people from all sections of
society and said that such
initiatives strengthen the
spirit of national unity,
brotherhood and collective
responsibility. He also ap-
preciated the districts of
Jammu Division for their
active participation and
concerted efforts in organiz-
ing programmes as part of
the 150th year celebrations
of Vande Mataram. He ap-
preciated the coordinated
efforts of the civil adminis-
tration, police, educational
institutions and the public
in making the celebrations
meaningful and successful.

The Divisional Commis-
sioner urged youth to draw
inspiration from the patri-
otic values of Vande

ence Day
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Mataram and contribute
positively towards nation
building. He called upon the
young generation to uphold
the ideals of unity, social
harmony, discipline and re-
sponsible citizenship and
play an active role in the
progress and development
of the nation.

The Tiranga Rally con-
cluded at Maharaja Hari
Singh Ji Park with partici-
pants reaffirming their
commitment to the unity,
integrity and progress of the
nation. The event also am-
plified the message of Har
Ghar Tiranga, inspiring cit-
izens to celebrate Indepen-
dence Day with pride and to
keep the spirit of patriotism
alive inevery citizen.

JKTPO organises Virtual E-Commerce
Seller Onboarding Drive on Flipkart

JAMMU, AUGUST 14: The
Jammu & Kashmir Trade Promotion
Organization (JKTPO), under the aegis
of the Industries & Commerce Depart-
ment, Government of Jammu & Kash-
mir, organized a Virtual E-Commerce
Seller Onboarding Drive on the Flipkart
Samarth Platform today, with the ob-
jective of facilitating digital market ac-
cessand enabling artisans, MSMEs and
other enterprises of Jammu & Kashmir
to leverage e-commerce for expanding
their market reach and business oppor-

tunities.

The virtual programme witnessed the
participation of more than 250 artisans,
MSMEs and entrepreneurs from across
Jammu & Kashmir, reflecting the grow-

sumer markets.

ing interest among local enterprises in
adopting digital platforms for business
expansion and accessing wider con-

The programme commenced with a
welcome address by Managing Direc-
tor JKTPO Sudershan Kumar, who
highlighted the importance of digital
commerce in strengthening market
linkages for local enterprises. He em-
phasized the need for MSMEs and arti-
sans to embrace e-commerce platforms
to overcome geographical limitations,
enhance product visibility and access
customers across the country. During
the session, Anshul Nanda from Flip-
kart briefed the participants on the ben-
efits of onboarding onto the Flipkart

platform and highlighted the opportuni-
ties available to artisans, MSMEs and
other sellers through e-commerce. He

apprised the participants of the potential

of the platform to enhance product visi-
bility, expand customer reach and create
new avenues for business growth.

Adil Javaid Khan from Flipkart subse-
quently delivered acomprehensive pre-
sentation on the Flipkart Samarth plat-
form, providing participants with
detailed insights into the platform and
the opportunities available for artisans
and MSMEs. The session familiarized
participants with the various aspects of
establishing their presence on Flipkart
Samarth and leveraging the platform
for reaching wider markets.



