
NEW DELHI, AUG 10: Against the
backdrop of massacre of 26 people in the
valley's Pahalgam area last year, a Parlia-
mentary Panel has recommended an "in-
tegrated security and surveillance frame-
work" for all major tourist destinations in
Jammu & Kashmir with centralised moni-
toring facilities.

"Clear inter-agency standard operating
procedures (SOPs) be prescribed and re-
viewed before every peak tourist season to
ensure a coordinated and timely response
to any security-related incident," the panel
said in its report on Administrative Gov-
ernance, Socio-Economic Development
and Border Security and Internal Security
of the Union Territory of Jammu and
Kashmir and Border Security Manage-
ment and Preparedness in the UT of
Ladakh.

The recommendations came in the back-
drop of the terror attack on tourists on
April 22 last year in the scenic Baisaran
valley of Pahalgam, where 26 people, 25 of
them Hindu tourists, were killed by terror-
ists who had taken shelter in the higher lo-
cations.

The committee said all major tourist des-
tinations should have comprehensive
CCTV coverage, centralised monitoring fa-
cilities, regular vulnerability assessments
and periodic security audits. It also recom-
mended that clear inter-agency standard
operating procedures should be prescribed
and reviewed before every peak tourist sea-
son.

The Parliamentary Standing Committee

on Home Affairs further said periodic joint
security audits and vulnerability assess-
ments should be carried out, particularly
before the start of the tourist season and
the Amarnath Yatra, to identify and ad-
dress emerging security concerns.

The panel, which visited Jammu, Srina-
gar, Gulmarg, Sonmarg and Kargil from
May 11 to 15, 2026, undertook an "on-the-
spot assessment" of security arrangements
in Gulmarg, interacted with Jammu and
Kashmir Police representatives on the law
and order situation in Sonmarg, and re-
viewed border security establishments and
operational preparedness in Kargil
through interactions with Indian Army
representatives.

Noting a steady rise in the number of
tourists in Jammu and Kashmir, the panel
said security management at tourist des-
tinations had assumed special importance
as it directly affects the perception of
safety, visitor experience and the contin-
ued growth of tourism.

"The committee recommends that dedi-
cated emergency response units, ade-
quately equipped ambulances, trauma-
care facilities and clearly identified
evacuation routes be made available at all
high-footfall destinations," the report said,
while appreciating the overall security and
preparedness of the forces. It also said
emergency contact numbers and safety in-
structions should be prominently dis-
played in multiple languages at hotels,
transport points and tourist facilities.

NEW DELHI, AUG
10: The all-important
Tribunal Reforms Bill,
which proposes a com-
plete restructuring of
how tribunals are
managed, primarily
through the establish-
ment of a new over-
sight body - National
Tribunal Commission
(NTC) - was today
passed in the Lok
Sabha by a voice vote
amid protests by the
opposition parties.

It aims to improve trans-
parency & efficiency of tri-
bunals and deal with com-
plaints involving
chairpersons and members
of 16 tribunals and appel-
late bodies. 

Aimed at addressing the
concerns about what the
Supreme Court identified
as "inefficiency and lack of
independence" of India's 16
tribunals, the Tribunals
Reforms Bill will reshape
the functioning of quasi-ju-
dicial bodies in India.

The most transformative

feature of the Bill is the es-
tablishment of NTC. Head-
quartered in New Delhi, the
NTC is designed to be an
independent body tasked
with conducting selection
processes for tribunal va-
cancies, reviewing perfor-
mance, and managing a
new digital repository of
case information.

The NTC will consist of a
chairperson and four mem-
bers: Two judicial mem-

bers and two technical
members. To ensure high-
level expertise, the chair-
person must be a former
judge of the Supreme Court
or a chief justice of a High
Court.

Technical members are
required to have at least 25
years of experience in
fields, such as public ad-
ministration, finance, law,
or technology.

According to the Bill, its

key aim is to improve effi-
ciency, ensure indepen-
dence, transparency and
uniformity in the qualifica-
tion and appointment of
chairpersons and members
of various tribunals.

Law Minister Arjun Ram
Meghwal introduced the
Bill amid noisy protests by
opposition members, seek-
ing the presence of Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
over the police crackdown
on students during the July
20 protest here against the
NEET paper leak.

When the Bill came up
for consideration and pas-
sage, it was passed by a
voice vote without a debate
as the opposition protests
drowned the House pro-
ceedings.

In brief remarks, Rijiju
made it clear that the draft
law does not change or al-
ter the jurisdictions of the
various tribunals but only
makes the appointment
process uniform.

He said the Bill was a part 

Overhauling of tribunals 
proposed primarily through 'NTC'
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The long-awaited expan-
sion of the J&K Council of
Ministers is likely to take
place after August 15.

"The government intends
to go ahead with the cabinet
expansion," Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah said and ex-
pressed hope that the
process would move for-
ward after the Indepen-
dence Day celebrations. 

His remarks came amid
growing speculation within
political circles over the pos-
sible induction of new minis
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A four-member govern-
ment-constituted commit-
tee tasked with studying
demographic changes in
different parts of the coun-
try arrived here today on a
three-day visit to the Union
Territory.

Soon after the team's ar-
rival, which is scheduled to
undertake a detailed as-
sessment of various areas
during its stay, Chief Secre-
tary Atal Dulloo and Direc-
tor General of Police (DGP)

Nalin Prabhat visited the
panel at a hotel for a meet-
ing, officials said.

Officials said the meeting
was part of the panel's con-
sultations with senior offi-
cials as it gathers inputs for
its assessment.

In May, the central gov-
ernment constituted a
high-level committee
headed by retired Justice
Prakash Prabhakar
Navlekar to study demo-
graphic changes arising
from illegal immigration
and other abnormal rea-
sons, and to suggest mea-
sures to these changes.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi had announced
the "High-powered De-
mography Mission" on Au-
gust 15 last year, which was
approved by the Union
Cabinet on September 11.

In addition to the Census
Commissioner, three dis-
tinguished experts --
Durga Shankar Mishra
(Retired IAS), Balaji Sri-
vastava (Retired IPS), and
Shamika Ravi -- are the
members of the Commit-
tee. Officials said the four-
member panel reached
Jammu and a presentation 

Panel on demographic 
changes reaches Jammu
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Recognising their
achievements, Chief Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah today
presented Rs 2.71 cr worth
cash awards to 580 out-
standing sportspersons and
international athletes of
J&K at a special ceremony
held at SKICC in Srinagar.

The cash awards pertain
to 2023-24 and 2024-25.
Omar personally handed
over awards to 22
sportspersons, while
awards to the remaining
beneficiaries were dis-

bursed through Direct Ben-
efit Transfer (DBT) into
their bank accounts.

In his address, he con-
gratulated the awardees
and said the cash awards
marked the beginning of the
government's efforts to pro-
vide greater support and en-

couragement to sporting
talent in Jammu and Kash-
mir.

"I would like to congratu-
late all the awardees from
the bottom of my heart. This
is the result of your hard
work," he said, stressing 

Omar honours 580 sportspersons
with Rs 2.71 cr cash awards

A teenager was among
three drug peddlers held
in Samba & Kathua dis-
tricts of Jammu along
with heroin.

According to officials, a
teenager was intercepted
late Sunday evening
while travelling on a mo-
torcycle from Balole
Khad towards JDA
Colony in Bari Brahmana
area of Samba.

He was taken into cus-
tody after cops recovered
3.36 grams of heroin
from his possession. The
motorcycle was also
seized.

A case under NDPS Act
was registered against the
teenager, who was subse

A DSP and his two
PSOs were wounded after
the Scorpio in which they
were travelling met with
an accident at Awan-
tipora in the valley today.

According to officials,
the Scorpio met with the
accident after one of its
tyres burst, resulting in
injuries to three police
personnel.

The injured included
DSP DAR, Awantipora,
Rafiq Ahmed and his two
PSOs - SGCT Amir Ah-
mad and Riyaz Ahmad.

All of them were under-
going treatment at a Sri-
nagar hospital.

NEW DELHI, AUG
10: Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Kiren Rijiju on
Monday said the govern-
ment was ready for a de-
bate in the Lok Sabha on
the student protests as well
as police action, and Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
will reply to the debate but
the Opposition should give
an assurance that they will
not run away from it and
listen peacefully.

There has been a persis-
tent demand from the Op-
position for a statement

from the home minister on
the police action against
students protesting in the
city last month. Shah has
not been seen in the House
even though he has been
regularly coming to Parlia-
ment House complex.

Rijiju also said that since
the government is ready for
the debate on the student
protests in different parts
of the country, the Opposi-
tion can't create any tur-
moil and resort to any slo-
ganeering during the
discussion in the House as
well as reply to the debate.

"We have made it clear to
the BAC (Business Advi-
sory Committee) of the Lok
Sabha that the government
is ready for a detailed dis-
cussion on the students 

Oppn will have to listen to Amit
Shah's reply peacefully: Rijiju

NEW DELHI, AUG
10: Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman today
called communists in In-
dia 'total cowards', accus-
ing CPI (M) member John
Brittas of spreading confu-
sion in the country over
the charging of fees on UPI
payments.

She took exception to
Brittas walking out of the
House without listening to
her reply after he made al-
legations while moving a
resolution to disapprove of
the Income-Tax (Amend-
ment) Ordinance, 2026,

promulgated on June 5,
2026.

Brittas alleged that the
government had decided

to charge fees on UPI pay-
ments due to pressure
from the US, just like it 

Fin Min terms communists 
in India as total cowards

Panel calls for tourism SOP updates 
before peak seasons in J&KTwo persons were today

taken into custody by the
CI wing of police for al-
legedly disseminating
radical and anti-national
content through social
media platforms.

They were identified as
Mehran Qazi of Hiller
Shahbad, Dooru, in
Anantnag district, and
Babar Hamid Dar of
Chankan, Sopore.

According to officials,
they were allegedly found
to have shared content 

Opposition MPs protest in Parliament complex 
on Ram temple donation 'theft'
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2 held for 
spreading radical

propaganda

DSP, 2 PSOs injured
in SUV accident

Shehnaaz Gill accidentally swallows nose 
ring during shoot, video goes viral P- 10

3 drug 
peddlers held

NEW DELHI, Aug 10 :
Union Minister Jitendra
Singh has called for enhanc-
ing private sector participa-
tion in India's Biotechnol-
ogy ecosystem,
strengthening the industry
outreach to promote indige-
nous products and tech-
nologies in biotechnology
and life sciences, and to en-
courage greater private in

Jitendra for enhancing
pvt sector role in

biotech ecosystem
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NEW DELHI, AUG
10: The government today
introduced a bill in the Lok
Sabha to rename 'Kerala'
as 'Keralam' after the state
assembly adopted a resolu-
tion two years ago.

The Kerala government
had forwarded to the Cen-
tre a resolution passed by
the state's legislative as-
sembly regarding the name
change in June 2024.

Subsequently, the Presi-
dent of India referred a bill
to the state legislature for
expressing its views and
later, the state assembly
adopted a unanimous res-
olution agreeing with the 

Bill introduced to
change Kerala's
name to Keralam 
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J&K cabinet 
expansion after

Aug 15 

NEW DELHI, AUG
10: The National Testing
Agency (NTA) on Monday
said it will publish the pro-
visional answer key for the
UGC-NET June 2026 ex-
amination on its official
website this week.

It will also release answer
keys for CSIR-NET and
ICAR AIEEA (PG) and
AICE (PhD) 2026 exami-
nations.

"The provisional answer
keys for the UGC-NET
June 2026 examination
will be published on the of-
ficial website this week,
along with the provisional
answer keys for the CSIR-

UGC-NET answer
key to be out

this week: NTA
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An ex-terrorist has been
sentenced to life imprison-
ment for the 2020 murder
of a former terror outfit
chief inside a mosque, say-
ing that violence in a place
of worship cannot be toler-
ated.

Principal Sessions Judge,
Srinagar, Haq Nawaz
Zargar said such acts strike
at values of harmony and
communal peace, and de-
serve strong judicial con-
demnation.

The court sentenced Ghu-
lam Mohi-ud-Din Dar to life 

Ex-terrorist 
sentenced to life

imprisonment
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New Delhi, Aug 10 
The Union home ministry

directed all the states and
Union territories on Mon-
day to adhere to the Flag
Code, underlining that while
flags made of paper may be
waved by the public on oc-
casions of important na-
tional, cultural and sports
events, those should not be
discarded or thrown on the
ground after the events.

In a communique to the
chief secretaries of all the
states and Union Territo-
ries, the Union Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA) said a
perceptible lack of aware-

ness is often noticed
amongst people as well as
organisations and agencies
of the government with re-
gard to laws, practices and
conventions that apply to
the display of the national
flag.

"I am directed to say that
the Indian National Flag
represents hopes and aspi-
rations of the people of our
country and hence should
occupy a position of hon-
our," it said. 

It asked the states to un-
dertake mass awareness
programmes in this regard
and give them wide publicity

through advertisements in
the electronic and print me-
dia.

The ministry said the na-
tional flag should be hand-
spun and hand-woven or
machine made, and the ma-
terial used should be cotton,
polyester, wool, silk or khadi
bunting.

"A member of public, a
private organisation or an
educational institution may
hoist/display the National
Flag on all days and occa-
sions, ceremonial or other-
wise, consistent with the 

MHA asks states, UTs 
to adhere to Flag Code
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'Ready for debate on students' stir'
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Tribunal Reforms Bill passed

'Can't face facts'

Meets top officials Says flags shouldn't be thrown on ground

ISLAMABAD, AUG
10: The third phase of elec-
tions in Pakistan-occupied
Jammu & Kashmir (PoJK)
was held today in four con-
stituencies, amid violence
and allegations of rigging.

Polling started in Poonch
Division's Bagh and Haveli
districts at 8 am, while elec-
tions in seven constituen-
cies have been indefinitely
postponed.

Clashes between Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) and Pakistan Peo-
ple's Party (PPP) workers
were reported in some areas

as the region's election com-
mission classified most of
the 803 polling stations in
the four constituencies
"sensitive or highly sensi-
tive".

The Election Commission
had postponed polls on
seven seats in Poonch Divi-
sion in the third and final
phase "due to concerns over
the law-and-order situa-
tion".

India maintains that the
entire Union Territories of
Jammu & Kashmir and
Ladakh are integral and in-
alienable parts of it. New

Delhi also asserts that Pak-
istan has been in "illegal
and forcible occupation" of
parts of these Union Terri-
tories.

The first and second
phases of the polls in the re-
gion's so-called legislative
assembly were held on July
27 and August 2, and were
marred by violent protests
and massive rigging allega-
tions.

The establishment-
backed PML-N won both
phases, emerging as the sin-
gle majority party, bagging 

3rd phase held amid rigging 
allegations, clashes

PoJK elections
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