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NABL Surveillance Assessment Conducted DC inaugurates District-Level Panch Sammelan

at Pesticide Testmg Laboratory Jammu

HIMALAYAN MAILNEWS
JAMMU, AUG 08

National Accreditation
Board for Testing and Cali-
bration Laboratories
(NABL) Surveillance As-
sessment was conducted
today at the Pesticide Test-
ing Laboratory, Jammu, to
assess the laboratory’s con-
tinued compliance with the
applicable requirements of
NABL accreditation under
ISO/TIEC 17025:2017.

The assessment team
comprised Dr. Shivakant
Dwivedi, Lead Assessor
and Dr. Sunil Singh, Tech-
nical Assessor, who carried
out a detailed assessment
of the laboratory’s techni-
cal competence, quality
management systems and
testing procedures.

The surveillance assess-
ment was conducted under
the guidance and supervi-
sion of Director Agriculture
Production & Farmers
Welfare, Jammu, Anil
Gupta and Agriculture
Chemist, Jammu, Roshan
Lal Bhagat.

The assessment focused
on evaluating the labora-
tory’s continued confor-
mity with NABL require-
ments and ensuring the
maintenance of high stan-
dards of quality, technical
competence, accuracy and
reliability in laboratory

testlng services.

The assessment proceed-
ings were attended by As-
sistant Agriculture
Chemist, Ravinder Kumar
Gupta; Research Assistant,
Tarminder Singh; Junior
Agriculture Extension Of-
ficers, Vikas Gupta, In-
derdeep Singh, Adarsh
Anand Thaploo and Ra-
manpreet Kour.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Director Agriculture
Jammu, Anil Gupta said
that maintaining NABL ac-
creditation is an important
component of ensuring
credibility, transparency
and reliability in agricul-
tural input testing. He em-
phasised that the labora-
tory must continuously
strengthen its quality sys-
tems and technical capabil-

ities to ensure accurate and
dependable testing of pes-
ticide samples. He further
stressed that adherence to
prescribed standards and
protocols is essential for
safeguarding farmers’ in-
terests and ensuring the
quality of agricultural in-
puts available in the mar-
ket.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Agriculture Chemist,
Jammu, Roshan Lal Bha-
gat, said that the surveil-
lance assessment provides
an important opportunity
to review and further
strengthen the laboratory’s
quality management sys-
tem and technical opera-
tions. He stated that the
laboratory is committed to
maintaining the highest
standards of accuracy, im-

partiality and reliability in
pesticide testing.

Roshan Lal Bhagat as-
sured the assessment team
that all prescribed proce-
dures and NABL require-
ments would continue to
be followed in letter and
spirit. He also acknowl-
edged the guidance and
support of the Director
Agriculture Jammu in
strengthening the labora-
tory’s technical infrastruc-
ture and quality assurance
mechanisms.

During the assessment,
the NABL team carried out
adetailed inspection of the
laboratory facilities and
witnessed the implementa-
tion of laboratory activities
to verify continued compli-
ance with NABL accredita-
tion requirements.

JDA Inputs reviews seed distribution,
recovery and reconciliation

HIMALAYAN MAILNEWS
JAMMU, AUG 08

Joint Director Agricul-
ture (Inputs), Jammu, San-
jay Anand today chaired
the meeting of Area Devel-
opment Officers and Dis-
trict Agriculture Officers to
review seed-related activi-
ties and ensure timely im-
plementation of depart-
mental programmes for the
Kharif 2026 and Rabi
2026-27 seasons.

During the meeting, de-
tailed deliberations were
held on various agenda
items, including squaring
up of pending seed recov-
eries of previous seasons,
submission of treasury
challans and revenue reali-
sation statements for July
2026 and submission of re-
vised requirements and
recommendations regard-
ing new varieties and exclu-
sion of varieties in use for
less than five years for the
Rabi 2026-27 season.

The meeting also re-
viewed the status of

amounts dep051ted in the
official account and their
reconciliation, besides the
list of farmers covered un-
der the Seed Village Pro-
gramme for Rabi 2025-26.
The officers also deliber-
ated upon the availability
and supply of seed to farm-
ers for Kharif 2026.
Special emphasis was
laid on submission of pend-
ing reconciliation state-
ments pertaining to Kharif
2026 and Rabi 2025-26,
along with details of the to-

tal quantity of seed distrib-
uted under various
schemes, duly authenti-
cated by the concerned
Chief Agriculture Officer,
District Agriculture Officer
and Store Officer.

Sanjay Anand directed
all concerned officers to en-
sure timely submission of
the required information
and completion of pending
seed recovery and reconcil-
iation cases on priority. He
stressed the importance of
maintaining accurate

records, ensuring trans-
parency in seed distribu-
tion and recovery and ad-
hering strictly to prescribed
departmental procedures
and timelines.

The Joint Director fur-
ther directed the field offi-
cers to ensure effective co-
ordination among the
concerned offices and
timely submission of all re-
ports so that the availabil-
ity and distribution of qual-
ity seed to farmers remains
smooth and uninterrupted.

on VB- GRAM G Act-2025 at Klshtwar

HIMALAYAN MAILNEWS
JAMMU, AUG 08

Deputy Commissioner
Kishtwar Pankaj Kumar
Sharma, on Saturday inau-
gurated a District-Level
Panch Sammelan organised
by Department of Rural De-
velopment & Panchayati
Raj to sensitize rural stake-
holders to the Viksit Bharat-
Guarantee for Rozgar and
Ajeevika Mission (VB-
GRAM-G) Act, 2025. The
DC also serves as the Dis-
trict Programme Coordina-
tor (DPC), Viksit Bharat-
Guarantee for Rozgar
Ajeevika Mission (Gramin)
(VB-GRAM-G).

The district level pro-
gramme themed as "Unit-
ing Gram Panchayats for a
Progressive & Self-Reliant
Rural Kishtwar," was held
in the Conference Hall of the
New DDC Building and
formed first among the se-
ries of sessions being held
for 3 days. Today’s Confer-
ence was attended by for-
mer PRI members and filed
functionaries from Kisht-

war, Trigam, Palmar,
Thakrie and Warwan
blocks.

The block-wise sensitiza-
tion programme would con-
tinue till August 10, 2026,
with detailed sessions on
the important components
of the VB-GRAM-G frame-
work, including the vision
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and objectives of the Act,
roles and responsibilities of
PRISs, preparation and ap-
proval of VGPPs, issuance
and management of
GRGCs, convergence with
other government schemes,
social audit, transparency
and accountability mecha-
nisms and other operational
and implementation-re-
lated aspects.

Addressing the gathering,
the Deputy Commissioner
emphasized the need for
Panchayats to adopt a fo-
cused and need-based ap-
proach towards asset cre-
ation, sustainable
livelihoods, resilient infra-
structure and water conser-
vation.

He highlighted four key
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prlorlty areas for rural de-
velopment in the district.

He said the mission sets
to focus on addressing wa-
ter scarcity through mea-
sures such as the construc-
tion of check dams, rooftop
rainwater harvesting and
other water conservation
initiatives; the development
of core rural infrastructure
through effective and need-
based Village/Gram Pan-
chayat Plans; the promotion
of sustainable rural liveli-
hoods; and strengthening
disaster resilience in view of
Kishtwar's vulnerability to
flash floods, cloudbursts
and changing rainfall pat-
terns.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner stressed the impor-

tance of generating wide-
spread awareness about the
key provisions and objec-
tives of the VB-GRAM-G
Act, 2025 to enable the
grassroots stakeholders to
have a clear understanding
of the new framework and
its benefits reach eligible
rural households effectively.
He also called for greater
public awareness regarding
disaster preparedness and
safety, particularly in vul-
nerable areas.

He stressed the need to
strictly avoid encroachment
and construction activities
in flood prone areas and
urged stakeholders to pro-
mote awareness about the
risks associated with such
activities.

JKEDI concludes Batch-11 of Management
Development Program under RAMP

HIMALAYAN MAILNEWS
JAMMU, AUG o8

The Jammu & Kashmir
Entrepreneurship Devel-
opment Institute (JKEDI),
District Centre Jammu, to-
day successfully concluded
Batch-11 of the Manage-
ment Development Pro-
gramme (MDP) under the
Raising and Accelerating
MSME Performance
(RAMP) Scheme.

A total of 25 existing en-
trepreneurs, including 24
women and 1 man, success-
fully completed the pro-
gramme. The training was
aimed at enhancing the
managerial and business
competencies of entrepre-
neurs through sessions on
business planning, finan-
cial management, market-
ing strategies, digital busi-
ness tools, government
support schemes, regula-
tory compliance and enter-
prise growth.

Addressing the partici-
pants during the valedic-

tory session, District Nodal
Officer, JKEDI Rajesh Kot-
wal congratulated the par-
ticipants on successfully
completing the programme
and encouraged them to
leverage the knowledge
gained for strengthening
and scaling their enter-
prises.

"Entrepreneurship plays
a vital role in economic
growth and employment
generation. Through ca-
pacity-building initiatives
under the RAMP Scheme,
JKEDI remains committed
to strengthening the capa-

bilities of existing entrepre-
neurs and enabling them to
build competitive, sustain-
able and growth-oriented
enterprises. The enthusias-
tic participation of women
entrepreneurs in this batch
is particularly encouraging
and reflects the increasing
contribution of women-led
enterprises to the econ-
omy," he said.

The programme was con-
ducted by Monika Salaria,
who served as the trainer
and resource person for the
batch. Through interactive
sessions, case studies and

practical discussions, she
guided the participants on
various aspects of business
management, enterprise
growth, market expansion
and effective utilization of
government support mech-
anisms.

The programme forms
part of JKEDI's ongoing ef-
forts to strengthen the
MSME ecosystem and pro-
mote enterprise growth
across Jammu and Kash-
mir under the RAMP initia-
tive of the Ministry of
MSME, Government of In-
dia.

Principal Secy Culture, Div Com Kashmir rewew preparatlons for Tiranga Rally, I-Day Celebrations

HIMALAYAN MAILNEWS
JAMMU, AUG o8

Principal Secretary Culture Depart-
ment, Brij Mohan Sharma and Divi-
sional Commissioner Kashmir, An-
shul Garg, today jointly chaired a
comprehensive meeting at the
Tourist Reception Centre (TRC) to re-
view and finalize arrangements for
the mega Tiranga Rally scheduled to
be held from SKICC to the Botanical
Garden on August 12 and the Inde-
pendence Day celebration at Bakshi
Stadium.

During the meeting, the Principal
Secretary directed the concerned de-
partments to put in place innovative
and theme-based arrangements to
enhance public participation and pa-
triotic fervour during the Tiranga
Rally.

Brij Mohan Sharma called for in-
stallation of theme-based selfie points
at SKICC and the Botanical Garden to
encourage participants to capture
and upload photographs. He also di-
rected deployment of NCC volunteers
to facilitate participants at these selfie
points.

The Principal Secretary directed
the Roads & Buildings (R&B) Depart-
ment to undertake theme-based
colouring of tree trunks along the
rally route, while the Srinagar Munic-

ipal Corporation (SMC) was asked to
install the National Flag on electric
poles along the route.

He further directed to sensitize par-
ticipants about adherence to the Na-
tional Flag Code and called for orga-
nizing a Shikara Tiranga Rally in Dal
Lake as part of the celebrations.

Principal Secretary also reviewed
plan for setting up theme-based stalls
and exhibition at SKICC. He directed
the concerned departments to ensure
attractive displays and effective public
engagement.

Brij Mohan Sharma also reviewed
arrangements for cultural pro-
grammes, band performances and
the felicitation of VVIPs, war widows
and war heroes.

On the occasion, Divisional Com-
missioner Kashmir Anshul Garg di-
rected all concerned departments and
stakeholders to ensure overwhelming
participation in the Tiranga Rally. He
called upon officers to ensure that
participants reach SKICC well in ad-
vance to facilitate the smooth conduct
of the event.

He reviewed the transport plan for
participants and directed the con-
cerned agencies to ensure effective
mobilization as per the prescribed
targets. He also stressed the need for
foolproof security arrangements at all
venues and along the designated rally
route.

Anshul Garg also directed for constl—
tution of a committee comprising offi-

cers of SMC, Pohce and Sanik Welfare
Department to monitor the strict

compliance for respect of flag code
during the event.

Besides, Div Com directed for en-
mass participation in Har Ghar
Tiranga and celebration of National
Song.

The Divisional Commissioner fur-
ther reviewed arrangements for
drinking water and uninterrupted
power supply at the venue and issued
necessary directions to the concerned
departments. He also directed the es-
tablishment of First Aid Camps and
deployment of ambulances at strategic
locations to meet any medical emer-
gency.

Anshul Garg also reviewed prepa-
rations for the Independence Day cel-
ebrations at Bakshi Stadium and di-
rected officers to ensure seamless,
coordinated and foolproof arrange-
ments for a vibrant celebration of the
national event.

He issued detailed directions re-
garding the showering of flower
petals by the Air Force, illumination
of government buildings, constitution
of parade and band contingents, is-
suance of security passes, appoint-
ment of nodal officers, orgamzatlon
of cultural programmes and nomina-
tion of commentators.

He also reviewed seating arrange-
ments, security arrangements and
other logistical requirements at the
main venue.

Emphasizing the importance of ba-
sic amenities, the Divisional Commis-
sioner directed the concerned depart-
ments to ensure uninterrupted
electricity supply, installation of ad-
equate water dispensers, cleanliness
and sanitation at the venue, proper
traffic management and deployment
of medical personnel and ambu-
lances.

Anshul Garg stressed the need to
sensitize participants regarding the
protocol to be observed during the
hoisting of the National Flag and
singing of the National Anthem.

The Divisional Commissioner also
directed that participants be briefed
about the sequence of programmes in
advance and called for preparation of
a uniform schedule for the Indepen-
dence Day celebrations across the di-
vision to ensure coordinated obser-
vance of the national event.

The meeting was attended by the
DIG Police, Deputy Commissioner
Srinagar, Heads of Departments and
senior officers from Floriculture,
Health, School Education, Colleges,
SMC, R&B, PHE, I&FC, 1&C, H&H,
KPDCL, Information, Fire & Emer-
gency Services, SSCL, RTC, Doordar-
shan, Government Press, Youth Ser-
vices & Sports, University of Kashmir,
NIT Srinagar, Traffic Police, security
agencies, BSF, CRPF and other con-
cerned departments.
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