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Terrorlst hideout
busted

A terrorist hideout was
today busted by security
forces in a remote village
of Surankote in Poonch
district, leading to the re-
covery of some ammuni-
tion.

Officials said a joint
team of Army's Rashtriya
Rifles and police came
across the hideout at

Bhoriwali Dhok in
Surankote area during
routine searches.

Its search led them to
the recovery of two AK
magazines along with 117
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Pension rules
for ex-legislators
amended

The government has
amended the Jammu and
Kashmir State Legisla-
ture Members' Pension
Rules, 1985, authorising
the Speaker to sanction
pension and family pen-
sion for sitting and for-
mer members of the leg-
islative assembly as well
as former members of the
erstwhile legislative
council.

The amendment, is-
sued through a notifica-
tion by the Department of
Law, Justice and Parlia-
mentary Affairs under the
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CB files chargesheet
in 17-yr-old case

Completing investiga-
tion in a 17-year-old case,
the crime branch of po-
lice today filed a
chargesheet in an alleged
RTO Jammu revenue
fraud through manipula-
tion of one-time token tax
records and the use of
fake Public Service Vehi-
cle (PSV) driving certifi-
cates.

According to officials,
the chargesheet was filed
in the court of Additional
Sessions Judge (Anti-
Corruption), Jammu, in a
case registered in 2009
under various sections of
RPC and Prevention of
Corruption Act.

Officials said the case
was registered on the ba
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Cabinet Secy,
Home Secy get

one-year extension

NEW DELHI, AUG
05: Cabinet Secretary TV
Somanathan and Home
Secretary Govind Mohan
were today given a one-
year extension in service.

The Appointments Com-
mittee of the Cabinet
(ACC), led by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, has ap-
proved the extension in
service of Somanathan as
Cabinet Secretary for a fur-
ther period of one year be-
yond August 30, 2026, an
order issued by the Person-
nel Ministry said.

Somanathan, a 1987-
batch Indian Administra-
tive Service (IAS) officer of
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On UT Foundation Day,
Saxena highlights
development journey

LEH, AUG 05: Ladakh
LG Vinai Kumar Saxena to-
day attended the "dPal
rNgam Duston 2026" cele-
brations at the historic Leh
Palace, commemorating
the seventh anniversary of
Ladakh's attainment of
Union Territory status.

Amid the cultural fervour,
the LG congratulated the
people of Ladakh, stating
this historic occasion
marked the fulfillment of
long-standing aspirations of
the people under the vision-
ary leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and Home Minister Amit
Shah.
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37 NoKs of terror victims get govt jobs

Terror infra largely dismantled,
will tear it down further: LG

Says PM Modi has ended

feat a determined na-
tion'. By choosing Au-

BHARAT BHUSHAN
JAMMU, AUG 05 gust 5 -
Handing over ap-

pointment letters to 37

next of kin of terror vic-

tims in the valley, LG

Manoj Sinha today

gave a stern warning

to the 'enemies of
peace’, asserting that

'terrorism cannot de-

the date when
the principle of one na-
tion, one flag & one
constitution was im-
plemented by the PM
Modi government in
2019, with the abroga-
tion of Articles 370 &
35A - to share the grief
of fammilies directly hit
by terrorism, he virtu-

tem that bred discrimination, terrorism

ally sent the message -
'they are not aban-
doned & nation stands
beside them to help re-
build their lives and re-
store their dignity'.
"We will tear down all
terror networks as terror-
ism cannot fracture the re-
solve of a determined na-
tion," he said in his address
after handing over job let-
ters to the next of kin of

J&K, Ladakh witnessed huge transformation
since Art 370 abrogatlon' Modl

NEW DELHI, AUG 05: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Wednesday said since
the abrogation of Article 370 in 2019, the
lives of people in Jammu and Kashmir and
Ladakh have witnessed wide-ranging trans-
formation, with expansion of infrastructure
and growth in opportunities in education,
healthcare, entrepreneurship and sports
sectors.

On the seventh anniversary of the abro-
gation of Article 370, he said the Centre re-
mains committed to the development of
Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh and to
ensuring that every citizen has the oppor-
tunity to "dream big, achieve and con-
tribute" to the making of a Viksit Bharat.

The prime minister said infrastructure in
the two Union Territories had expanded,
while opportunities in areas such as educa-
tion, healthcare, entrepreneurship and
sports had grown.

Be it women or marginalised communi-

ties, those who were denled thelr basic con-
stitutional rights for decades have been em-
powered thanks to the full application of the
Constitution of India, Modi added.

In a post on X, the prime minister said,
"Seven years ago, on this day, Articles 370
and 35(A) became history, marking a deci-
sive new chapter in the journey of Jammu
and Kashmir as well as Lada
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News outlets can use audio-video
clips of proceedings for reporting: SC

NEW DELHI, AUG
05: The Supreme Court
has clarified that its recent
interim order restricting
the sharing and uploading
of audio and video clips of
court hearings does not
prevent news organisa-
tions from reporting on ju-
dicial proceedings.

The clarification came
after the top court noted
that "some confusion per-
sists" over its July 24 in-
terim order, which barred
posting and uploading of
audio-video recordings of
judicial proceedings on so-
cial media and other digi-
tal platforms without prior

permission of the court ad-
ministration.

Abench headed by Chief
Justice Surya Kant said the
restriction is confined to
the use of audio and video
recordings of judicial pro-
ceedings in news reports
and should not be inter-
preted as a blanket ban on
reportage by media organ-
isations.

"It appears, however,
that some confusion per-
sists in respect of para-
graph 11 of the earlier or-
der, which this court
deems necessary to clarify.
The said paragraph makes
it clear that the order is not

to be construed as impos-
ing a blanket prohibition
on the reporting of court
proceedings by recognised
news outlets," the court
said.

Such outlets may, there-
fore, continue to report on
the proceedings and in-
form the general public of
legal developments and ju-
dicial pronouncements,
save that audio or video
clips of the court proceed-
ings shall not be utilised in
the course of such re-
portage, it said.

"In sum, while news out-
lets may continue to report
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Omar announces 5-marla plots
for flood- h|t Poonch famllles

HIMALAYAN MAIL NEWS
JAMMU, AUG 05

Chief Minister Omar Ab-
dullah today visited the
flood-hit areas of Poonch
district and announced 5-
marla plots for the affected
families.

He assessed the devasta-
tion caused by the recent
flash floods and cloud-
bursts, met the affected
families and reviewed the
relief and rehabilitation
measures undertaken by
the district administration.

During the visit, he met
bereaved families at Mur-
rah, Surankote, and

his heartfelt condolences
and assured them of the
government's unwavering
support in overcoming the
tragedy.

At Murrah, the Chief
Minister visited the resi-
dence of Mohammad Latif,
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Arigam-Loran, expressed

.y
who traglcally lost elght
members of his family in
the flash floods. Offering
his deepest sympathies, he
prayed for eternal peace to
the departed souls and
strength to the bereaved
family to bear the irrepara
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those killed by terrorists
decades ago.

"It is a profound honour
to stand with the families of
terror victims on this 'his-
toricday', ie August 5, and it
is not merely about job let-
ters but it is about remem-
brance of martyrs, justice
to terror victim families,
and the reaffirmation of
our national will," the LG
said.

"My heartfelt tributes to
the innocent civilians mar-
tyred by terrorists, and I
salute the families who, af-
ter decades of anguish &
wait, ultimately got ap-
pointment letters, thus
restoring their dignity &
livelihood. For decades, the
pain of these terror victim
families remained unac-
knowledged, their wounds
unseen. Terrorism tore
apart homes and pushed
the future of victim families
into uncertainty. No statis-
tic can capture their an
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Rs 15 lakh bounty
for terrorist
who killed cop

HIMALAYAN MAIL NEWS
JAMMU, AUG o5

Police have announced a
reward of Rs 15 lakh for in-
formation leading to the ar-
rest or neutralisation of
Lashkar-e-Taiba terrorist
Mohammad Lateef Bhat
who was involved in the
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Dwivedi appointed
as NDMC chief

. A
NEW DELHI, AUG
05: Senior IAS officer
Manoj Kumar Dwivedi was
today appointed as the
chairperson of New Delhi
Municipal Council.
According to a notifica-
tion issued by the Union
Ministry of Home Affairs,
Dwivedi, a 1997-batch IAS
officer of the erstwhile J&K
cadre which had merged
into AGMUT cadre follow
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Jitendra briefs
LS about El Nino,
its impact

NEW DELHI, AUG 05:
Union Minister Jitendra
Singh today said that the lat-
est assessment by the In-
dian National Centre for
Ocean Information Services
(INCOIS) indicates that El
Nino conditions, which de-
veloped during May 2026,
are likely to persist from
June 2026 to February
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Parl passes bill to raise strength
of Apex Court judges to 38

NEW DELHI, AUG o05: The Rajya
Sabha today passed the Supreme Court
(Number of Judges) Amendment Bill,
2026, completing Parliament's approval
of the legislation, as the Lok Sabha had
already cleared it.

The Bill increases the sanctioned
strength of Supreme Court judges from
34 to 38, including the Chief Justice of
India.

The bill was moved in the Upper House
by Union Law and Justice Minister Ar-
jun Ram Meghwal.

The Lok Sabha had passed the bill on
Monday by a voice vote.

The Bill replaces the May 2026 Ordi-
nance that had already expanded the
sanctioned strength of Supreme Court
judges and marks the first increase in the
apex court's strength since 2019.

During the debate on the Bill, Biju
Janata Dal (BJD) MP Sasmit Patra urged
the Centre to strengthen the Apex Court's
infrastructure alongside expanding its
judicial strength.

"Thope... the Minister will engage with
the Chief Justice of India, with the
Bench, and with this committee and try
and improve the infrastructural develop-
ment of the entire judicial ecosystem of
our country,” Patra said.

Referring to the Judicial Infrastructure
Advisory Committee constituted by Chief
Justice of India Justice Surya Kant on
May 12, Patra said the committee was
tasked with examining infrastructure de-

velopment for the Supreme Court and
High Courts across the country.

Highlighting the Apex Court's infra-
structure requirements, he recalled that
former Chief Justice of India Justice DY
Chandrachud had outlined the need for
"27 additional courtrooms, 51 judges'
chambers, four registrar courtrooms, 16
registrar chambers, a new Supreme
Court Bar Association library, and dedi-
cated offices for the Supreme Court Bar
Association and SCORA."

Patra also raised concerns over the
shortage of chambers for advocates, stat-
ing that "234 chambers are being used by
468 advocates presently,” while there is a
requirement for "400 to 500 advocate
chambers." He urged the Union Law
Minister to intervene and address the
Supreme Court Bar Association's de-
mand for additional space for lawyers.

Concluding his speech, Patra said, "To-
day Parliament is not merely increasing
the strength of the Supreme Court, it's
renewing its faith in one of the greatest
constitutional institutions of the Repub-
lic."

"When the story of independent India
will be written, the Supreme Court will
shine. The world's largest democracy de-
serves nothing less... when the Supreme
Court stands strong, the Constitution
stands secure, and when the Constitution
stands secure, India stands protected,”
he added while extending support to the
Bill.

'Political absurdity'
India rejects Pak's 'Day of

Exploitation’' observance

NEW DELHI, AUG
05: India today rejected
Pakistan's observance of
August 5 as 'Youm-e-Is-
tehsal' (Day of Exploita-
tion), describing itas a "po-
litical absurdity" and a
"futile attempt" to spread
propaganda over the 2019
revocation of the special
status of Jammu and Kash-
mir.

Responding to remarks
by Pakistan Foreign Minis-
ter Ishaq Dar, who said
New Delhi's decision had
complicated efforts to
bring peace and stability in

South Asia, External Af-
fairs Ministry spokesper-
son Randhir Jaiswal as-
serted that the
constitutional changes in
Jammu and Kashmir were
entirely India's internal
matter.

"India categorically re-
jects the political absurdity
and futile attempts by Pak-
istan to observe the so-
called Youm-e-Istehsal to
spread malicious propa-
ganda against India,"
Jaiswal said.

On August 5, 2019, the
Centre revoked the special

status of the erstwhile state
of Jammu and Kashmir un-
der Article 370 and bifur-
cated it into the Union Ter-
ritories of Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh.

Pakistan has since
marked the anniversary as
'Youm-e-Istehsal'.

Reiterating India's posi-
tion, Jaiswal said the Union
Territories of Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh "are,
have always been, and shall
forever remain an integral
and inalienable part of In-
dia."
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Amarnath Yatra suspended; no fresh
batch allowed to leave for valley

HIMALAYAN MAIL NEWS
JAMMU, AUG o5

Pilgrimage to the holy
cave shrine of Baba Amar-
nath in South Kashmir Hi-
malayas was suspended to-
day from Bhagwati Nagar
base camp here as a pre-
cautionary measure on the
seventh anniversary of the
abrogation of Article 370.

Although the adminis-
tration gave no specific rea-
son for suspending the ya-
tra from Jammu, official
sources said the step was
taken as a precautionary

measure due to the prevail-
ing situation.

No fresh batch of pil-
grims was allowed to leave
the Jammu base camp for
the twin base camps of Pa-
halgam in Anantnag and
Baltal in Ganderbal dis-
tricts this morning, offi-
cials said.

The suspension coin-
cided with political parties,
including National Confer-
ence, observing August 5 as
a "Black Day" to mark the
seventh anniversary of the
Centre's August 5, 2019 de-
cision to revoke Article 370
and bifurcate the erstwhile

state into two Union Terri-
tories.

The Amarnath Yatra, one
of the country's largest an-
nual pilgrimages, is con-
ducted under elaborate
multi-layered  security
arrangements, with au-
thorities frequently review-
ing movement plans based
on security assessments
and intelligence inputs.

More than 4.60 lakh pil-
grims were said to have
paid obeisance at the cave
shrine this year so far.

The 57-day pilgrimage to
the cave shrine was offi
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Art 370 abrogation marked new
era of equali y m J&K Kavinder

SHIMLA, AUG 5: Hi-
machal Pradesh Governor
Kavinder Gupta today said
that the abrogation of Arti-
cle 370 had marked a new
era of equality, integration
and development in the UT
of J&K.

"On the 7th anniversary of
the historic abrogation of
Article 370, I extend my
heartfelt greetings and best
wishes to the people of
Jammu & Kashmir," he said
in a statement issued here.

The abrogation of Article
370 was a landmark deci-
sion in the history of Inde-
pendent India, strengthen-
ing the principles of one

‘mi:
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Constitution, one law and
equal rights for all citizens.
It marked a new beginning
towards inclusive develop-
ment, social justice and
complete integration of
Jammu & Kashmir with the
national mainstream, the
governor said.

"I express my sincere

gratitude to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and the
Government of India for
their visionary leadership
and commitment towards
ensuring equality, empow-
erment and opportunities
for every section of society,"
he added.

He said for decades, sev-
eral communities and sec-
tions of society in Jammu &
Kashmir faced limitations in
accessing their full rights
and benefits.

Communities, such as
West Pakistan Refugees,
Valmiki Samaj, Gorkha
community and other de
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