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Heavy rains
tna erﬂash
floods at Kargil

Flash floods triggered
by heavy rains and cloud-
burst hit parts of Kargil,
damaging infrastructure,
disrupting road connec-
tivity and prompting res-
cue operations by Army,
police and civil adminis-
tration.

Officials said heavy
rains lashed Kargil last
evening, triggering flash
floods in Hardass and Tu-
mail villages, where habi-
tations were inundated,
and roads and other public
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21 Bangladeshis
held at Ramban

At least 21 Bangladesh
nationals, including three
women & seven children,
have been detained at a
checkpoint on the Na-
tional Highway in Ram-
ban district.

According to officials,
the group, travelling in
two vehicles towards
Kashmir from Jammu,
was intercepted during
routine checking at a
checkpoint in Ramban
district.

Officials said during
verification, the individ-
uals failed to produce any
valid identity or travel
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HC orders fortnightly
sittings of judge
atRSPura

The High Court of
Jammu & Kashmir and
Ladakh has ordered the
2nd Additional District &
Sessions Judge, Jammu,
tohold court sittings at R
S Pura once every fort-
night to improve access
tojustice for people in the
border area.

"The Principal District
&  Sessions Judge,
Jammu, shall evolve and
implement an appropri-
ate mechanism, includ-
ing dissemination
through press/media and
other suitable modes, so
as to ensure that prior in-
formation regarding the
sittings of the Court of
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Delhi court seeks
NIA stand on appeal
by Aasiya Andrabi

NEW DELHI, AUG
03: The Delhi High Court
today sought the stand of
the NIA on appeals by
hardline separatist Aasiya
Andrabi and her two associ-
ates challenging their con-
viction for conspiring to
wage war against India and
being members of a terror-
ist organisation under
stringent anti-terror law
UAPA.

Andrabi, founder of the
all-women separatist group
Dukhtaran-e-Millat (DeM),
and her close aides --
Nahida Nasreen, and Sofi
Fehmeeda -- were con-
victed by the special NTA
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Central vigilance
cases pendency
reduced: Jitendra

NEW DELHI, AUG
03: Union Minister Jiten-
dra Singh today said that
sustained institutional re-
forms, technology-driven
governance and continuous
monitoring had signifi-
cantly strengthened the
country's vigilance frame-
work, leading to a sharp re-
duction in the pendency of
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Population census in J&K,
Ladakh to begin on Sep 1

NEW DELHI, AUG 03: The
central government today noti-
fied that the second phase of the
ongoing Census -population
enumeration - for Ladakh and
snow-bound non-synchronous
areas of Jammu and Kashmir,
Himachal Pradesh and Ut-
tarakhand shall take place
Jrom September1to 30.

"The conduct of Census of the popu-
lation shall be undertaken in these re-
gions from September 1 to 30 this
year, with a revisional round from Oc-
tober 1to 5," Registrar General of In-
dia and Census Commissioner Mri-
tyunjay Kumar Narayan said in a
gazette notification.

"For the conduct of the above Cen-
sus, there shall be an option for self-
enumeration from August 17to 31 just
before the start of house-to-house
population enumeration," it said.

The notification said the reference
date for the Census in Ladakh and
snow-bound non-synchronous areas
of Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal
Pradesh and Uttarakhand shall be
00.00 hours of October 1, 2026.

The second phase population enu-
meration for the rest of the country is
likely to begin next year.

The Census, the eighth since Inde-
pendence, is being conducted in two

phases, the first stage, known as
house listing and housing census
(HLO), and the second stage, the pop-
ulation census.

For the first time, caste details will
also be collected during the popula-
tion enumeration phase of the Cen-
sus.

The decision to include caste enu-
meration in the upcoming census was
taken by the Cabinet Committee on
Political Affairs, chaired by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, on April 30
last year.

The first phase - house listing and
housing census (HLO) - is going on
till September 30.

Field visits for the housing listing
and housing census began on April 16
in several states and union territories.
Enumerators will list all structures,
houses and households across the
country to create a foundation for
population enumeration.

During the housing listing opera-
tions, enumerators physically visit
each house and building and ask 33
questions regarding basic facilities in
homes, details of the head of the
household such as name and sex,
ownership status and other informa-
tion.

The decadal exercise, scheduled for
2021, was postponed due to the
COVID-19 outbreak.

The Union Cabinet has approved
Rs 11,718 cr for conducting the Cen-
sus, which will be the biggest head-
count exercise.

The Census of India is conducted
under the provisions of the Census
Act, 1948 and the Census Rules, 1990.
The last Census of India was con-
ducted in 2011 in two phases, namely
i) Phase I - House Listing (HLO) (1
April to 30 September 2010) and (ii)
Phase II - Population Enumeration
(PE) (09 February to 28 February
2011) with reference date - 00:00
hours of the first day of March 2011,
except for snow-bound non-synchro-
nous areas of Jammu and Kashmir,
Uttarakhand and Himachal Pradesh
for which it was conducted during 11 to
30 September 2010 with reference
date as 00.00 hours of the first day of
October 2010.

Census 2021 was also proposed to
be conducted in two phases in a simi-
lar manner with phase I during April-
September 2020 and second phase in
February 2021. All the preparations
for the first phase of the Census to be
conducted in 2021 were completed
and field work was scheduled to be-
gin in some States/UTs from April 1,
2020. However, due to the outbreak
of COVID-19 pandemic across the
country, the census work was post-
poned.

MiIitary-CiviI integration key to tackle
emerging challenges. Rajnath

NEW DELHI, AUG
03: Defence M1n1ster Raj-
nath Singh on Monday said
there was a need to "deepen
integration” between the
military and civil compo-
nents of his ministry to fos-
ter greater synergy within
the defence ecosystem to
tackle evolving security and
technological challenges.

"If officers of the AFHQ
Civilian Services develop
defence-specific common
cyber tools leveraging their
expertise, it could prove
beneficial to the defence
forces," he said in his ad-
dress at the foundation day
celebrations of Armed
Forces Headquarters

1
(AFHQ) Civilian Services
here.

Singh emphasised that
both the uniformed and
civil services share the same
commitment of 'nation
first', and when the objec-
tive is singular, every ele-
ment of the system trans-
forms into  national
strength.

Underlining that defence
forces were marching to-
wards greater jointness
with renewed vigour, he
said there was a need to
deepen integration between
the military and civil com-
ponents of the defence min-
istry to foster greater coop-
eration and alignment
within the defence ecosys-
tem to tackle evolving secu-
rity and technological chal-
lenges.

"Military officers bring
operational experience, a
command perspective, and
an understanding of war-
fare, while civilian officers
contribute through admin
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'We want to take it into mining'

EAM on India-Uzbekistan targeting
critical mmerals, expanding trade

NEW DELHI, AUG
03: India and Uzbeklstan
moved to significantly ex-
pand their strategic and
economic footprint today,
with New Delhi highlight-
ing its intent to deepen ties
across key sectors, particu-
larly critical rare earth
minerals and mining, dur-
ing high-level talks in the
capital.

The discussions took
centre stage during the of-
ficial visit of Uzbek For-
eign Minister Bakhtiyor
Saidov, who met with Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar and President

Droupadi Murmu at Rash-
trapati Bhavan as part of a
four-day official visit span-
ning August 2 to 5.
Warmly welcoming the
Uzbek delegation, Jais-
hankar emphasised India's
civilisational and strategic
view of Tashkent, high-

lighting the steady mo-
mentum in bilateral en-
gagements.

"We in India consider
Uzbekistan to be very
much part of our extended
neighbourhood. There has
always been a continuous
exchange of people, ideas,
and goods in both direc-
tions... In more modern
times, we have had regular
interaction at the political
level between our systems,
at institutional levels and
are very glad to see there is
a steady momentum in our
ties."
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India achieves near-universal
banking coverage, Govt tells Par

NEW DELHI, AUG
03: The finance ministry
today informed the parlia-
ment that India had
achieved near-universal
banking coverage, with
99.92 pc of inhabited vil-
lages (6,00,868 out of
6,01,328) now served by a
banking outlet.

"This expansion is sup-
ported by a robust infra-
structure of over 1.81 lakh
bank branches, 17.36 lakh
business correspondents
(BCs), and 1.65 lakh India
Post Payments Bank
(IPPB) centres as of July
17,2026," according to Jan
Dhan Darshak (JDD) data
shared by Minister of State

for Finance Pankaj Chaud-
hary.

This banking expansion
is supported by a robust in-
frastructure of over 1.81
lakh bank branches, 17.36
lakh Business Correspon-
dents (BCs), and 1.65 lakh
IPPB centers, as on July 17,
2026.

To ensure accessibility of
banking services in rural
and remote areas, the en-
deavor of the government
is to provide a banking out-
let (Bank branch / Busi-
ness Correspondent / India
Post Payments Bank)
within 5 kilometers radius
of all inhabited villages in
the country.
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Further, Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) has permitted
Commercial Banks, Small
Finance Banks, Payments
Banks, Local Area Banks
and Regional Rural Banks,
to open bank branches
anywhere in India without
prior approval, provided
25 pc are in unbanked rural
areas.

As on July 17, 2026,
there are a total number of
58.77 crore PMJDY ac-
counts in the country, hav-
ing a balance of Rs 3,12,414
cr.

The Finance Ministry
noted that the government
aims to streamline the agri
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OGW held with
hand grenade

HIMALAYAN MAIL NEWS
JAMMU, AUG 03

An OGW ofterrorists was
today apprehended along
with a hand grenade and
anti-national posters by se-
curity forces during a naka
checking on Drabgam-
Pachar road in Pulwama
district of the valley.

He was identified as Tou-
sef Ahmad Dar of Drabgam
Payeen.

Officials said a joint team
of Army's 44 RR, police and
183 Bn of CRPF noticed a
suspicious person during
naka checking on Drabgam-
Pachar road.
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Govt must ensure
encroachment-free

space for walking: SC

NEW DELHI, AUG
03: The Supreme Court to-
day directed the Centre to
ensure that wherever there
isaroad, thereis a properly
demarcated, encroach-
ment-free space for pedes-
trians.

A bench of Justices P S
Narasimha and Alok
Aradhe asked Additional
Solicitor General K M
Nararaj, appearing for the
Centre, to instruct the au-
thorities concerned to
make sure that the space
meant for walking is not
encroached upon and is
properly separated from
motor vehicle lanes.

"Without any big invest
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Shah must explain
pellet gun action on
students: Kharge

NEW DELHI, AUG
03: Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge on
Monday demanded that
Home Minister Amit Shah
should come to Parliament
and explain the lathicharge-
pellet gun action on protest-
ing students.

The Leader of Opposition
in the Rajya Sabha also de
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There exists no dlhmy
between development, infra: LG

Says nature itself 1s infrastructure

HIMALAYAN MAIL NEWS
JAMMU, AUG 03

Highlighting the alarm-
ing pace of climate change
in the Himalayan region,
LG Manoj Sinha today said
'there exists no dichotomy
between development &
infrastructure' and that
'nature itself is infrastruc-
ture'.

"Between January & Au-
gust last year, the Hi-
malayas witnessed a nat-
ural disaster almost every
day. In Jammu & Kashmir
alone, flash floods and
cloudbursts have damaged
public infrastructure, dis-
rupting roads, water supply
schemes, and power feed-
ers. There is no dichotomy
between development and
conservation, and nature
itself is infrastructure," he
said.

"For example, construct-
ing a watershed is also an
effective flood-control sys-
tem. It is infrastructure
that also serves as a water
purification system and
forms the basis of an irriga-

tion system. Similarly, a
wetland is nature's vast
reservoir because it ab-
sorbs excess water during
the monsoon and then
slowly gives life to sur-
rounding areas during the
dry months," he said in his
address after attending Is-
lamic University of Science
& Technology (IUST) con-
ference on 'Strengthening
Climate Resilience and
Livelihoods in the Hi-
malayan Region through
Nature-based Solutions'.
On the occasion, he also

1naugurated Civil & Me-
chanical Engineering Block
at the main campus, IUST's
Larmoo Campus and the
Law School. The LG con-
gratulated the IUST for
their initiatives and lauded
the university's policy brief
on the Drug-Free Jammu &
Kashmir campaign.

"A dense forested moun-
tain slope is in fact like a
strong wall that protects
the entire mountain from
collapsing onto the villages
below. Therefore, I believe
Cont. on P9 >

Lok Sabha passes hill to
increase Apex Court judges

NEW DELHI, AUG
03: The Lok Sabha on
Monday passed a bill to re-
place an ordinance that in-
creased the number of
Supreme Court judges
from 34 to 38 without a de-
bate as opposition mem-
bers persisted with slogan-
shouting over the issues of
NEET paper leak and al-
leged theft of Ram temple
donations.

Last week, a bill to
amend the law on birth and
death registration was also
passed without any debate
in the Lok Sabha under
similar circumstances.

A statutory resolution

Shri Amarnathji Yatra

moved by the opposition
members denouncing the
promulgation of the ordi-
nance was also rejected by
avoice vote.

After brief introductory
remarks by Union Law
Minister Arjun Ram Megh-
wal, the Chair urged the
members to speak on the
statutory resolution, but as
sloganeering continued,
the bill was put to vote and
subsequently cleared.

After the passage of the
Supreme Court (Number of
Judges) Amendment Bill,
2026, the House was ad-
journed for the day.

The bill was listed in the

agenda almost every day
since its introduction on
July 20 but could not come
up for consideration and
passage.

The government has
maintained that an en-
hanced strength is one of
the most exigent and viable
solutions for tackling pen-
dency in the top court.

In May, the Union Cabi-
net had cleared the bill to
increase the sanctioned
strength of the top court,
but soon thereafter the gov-
ernment brought an ordi-
nance.

After the ordinance, five
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1,056 pilgrims leave for holy
cave shrine in Himalayas

HIMALAYAN MAIL NEWS
JAMMU, AUG 03

The 26th batch of 1,056
pilgrims today left the
Jammu base camp for Shri
Amarnathji Yatra in South
Kashmir Himalayas amid
multi-tier security arrange-
ments.

Officials said 1,056 pil-
grims left from Bhagwati
Nagar base camp here for
Baltal in 46 vehicles at
about 2.50 am.

The pilgrims included
832 men, 205 women, two

children, 15 sadhus and
two sadhvis.

"With departure of to-
day's batch, the total num-
ber of pilgrims who have
left the Jammu base camp
for the annual pilgrimage
has risen to 1.40 lakh," of-
ficials said.

Over 4.50 lakh pilgrims
had so far visited the holy
cave shrine of Baba Amar-
nath since the commence-
ment of the yatra on July 3
from the valley base camps.

The 57-day pilgrimage to
the cave shrine was offi-
cially flagged off by LG

Manoj Sinha on July 2
morning from Bhagwati
Nagar base camp here si-
multaneously for the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pa-
halgam route in Anantnag
district and the shorter but
steeper 14-km Baltal route
in Ganderbal district. The
yatra will conclude on Au-
gust 28.

Authorities have put in
place multi-layered secu-
rity arrangements along
the Jammu-Srinagar Na-
tional Highway and at all
transit camps to ensure the
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Kavinder calls for people's movement
for enwronmental conservation

SHIMLA, AUG 03: Hi-
machal Pradesh Governor
Kavinder Gupta today called
for transforming environ-
mental conservation into a
people's movement, assert-
ing that every tree planted
and nurtured today would
become a lasting legacy for
future generations.

He urged citizens, particu-
larly youth, to actively par-
ticipate in protecting nature
while also taking the lead in
building a drug-free society.

"Institutions of higher ed-
ucation must become cen-
tres of sustainable develop-
ment by instilling values of
environmental stewardship

SCHOOL ﬂF HUSPIT
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and social responsibility
among students," the gover-
nor said while addressing a
plantation drive organised
under the campaign 'Har
Ped, Himachal Ka Abhiman

- Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam' at
APG Shimla University in
collaboration with Nishkam
Srijan Foundation here.
Congratulating the organ

Cont. on P9 >

I
[ T I )
CM K



