
WASHINGTON, AUG
02 : The Indus Water
Treaty was signed in the
spirit of goodwill and
friendship, and Pakistan
spent half a century dis-
mantling it, India's envoy
to the US Vinay Mohan
Kwatra said.

His statement came days
after Pakistan hosted a
conference to protest
against India's decision to
hold the IWT in abeyance
on April 23 last year, a day
after Pakistan-trained ter-
rorists killed 26 people, 25
of them Hindu tourists, at
Pahalgam in Jammu and
Kashmir.

"It is worth remembering
that the treaty's preamble
declares it was concluded
'in a spirit of goodwill and
friendship'. Pakistan spent
half a century dismantling
that goodwill and friend-

ship. The abeyance merely
acknowledges what Pak-
istan's conduct had already
destroyed," the envoy said.

The IWT, signed by India
and Pakistan in 1960, gave 

NEW DELHI, AUG 02:
Stating that the coun-
try's youth must stay
away from drugs to
achieve the target of a
developed India, Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi today asked them
to take a pledge against
substance abuse, say-
ing drugs can give them
a "high" for some time,
but would make their
entire career and per-
sonal life "low".

"To achieve the target of
developed India, the coun-
try's youth must be mentally
and physically fit, for which
it is necessary for them to
stay away from all kinds of
substance abuse," he said
after launching the 'Nasha
Mukt Yuva for Viksit Bharat
Sankalp Abhiyan' here.

He also said that enemy
countries use the supply of
drugs as part of their terror
plans because they know
that "youth are the future of
our country".

"Drugs can give you a high
for some time, but it makes
your entire career and per-

sonal life low," he said.
Questioning the taboo

around drug addicts, Modi
said those who come out of
drug addiction are fighters
and should be honoured by
society.

"Society should respect
them, embrace them and
give them a second chance,"
he said.

The prime minister
launched the campaign vir-
tually in the presence of a
large number of youth, who
described themselves as
representatives of Gen-Z,
days after large-scale

protests by students de-
manding reforms in the
public examination system
rocked Delhi and other
parts of the country.

"Our culture teaches us
that one can get rid of sub-
stance abuse with the sup-
port of society, yoga and
meditation," Modi said.

The 'Nasha Mukt Yuva'
campaign is a resolve for the
individual, family, society
and, most importantly, the
nation, and the name of the
initiative itself reflected its
objective, the prime minis-
ter said.

"When the country has set
the goal of building a devel-
oped India, it is essential
that the youth stay away
from harmful addictions to
remain physically and men-
tally healthy and full of self-
confidence," Modi said.

"This is the objective of
this campaign," he added,
urging everyone to take a
pledge to ensure that young
people understand the dan-
gers of drug addiction and
remain aware and vigilant
in every possible way.

"From today, the Nasha
Mukt Yuva Abhiyan is being
launched across the coun-
try. When this becomes a
collective campaign, even
those who are unable to do
something on their own will
receive new energy.

"The resolve taken today
will move forward in the
same manner for the next
100 weeks. Every Sunday,
activities related to art, cul-
ture, sports, meditation,
spirituality and service will
be organised. The message
of de-addiction will reach 

Drug-free youth crucial for 
Viksit Bharat, says PM Modi

WASHINGTON, AUG
02 President Donald
Trump said that the United
States and Israel had agreed
to hold off on new strikes on
Iran -- provided a deal to
end the months-long con-
flict was "rapidly" reached.

Fears had mounted that
the fighting could escalate 

PESHAWAR, AUG
02: At least 14 persons, in-
cluding five security men,
were killed and over a
dozen injured in a suicide
attack on a police station
during a peace rally in Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa province
in Northwest Pakistan on
Sunday.

The explosion occurred
when the Swat Peace Rally
was in progress right
across the police station in
Kabal town in Swat district.

No group or individual
has claimed immediately
responsibility for the at-
tack.

Nine bodies were shifted
to Central Hospital Saidu

Sharif, while doctors at Ka-
bal Hospital confirmed five
more fatalities, taking the
total number of confirmed
deaths to 14, a Rescue 1122
Swat spokesperson said.

The Swat Peace Rally
was organised by Swat
Aman Jirga (local tribal
council), with participants
raising slogans and carry-
ing placards to demand
peace in the area. They al-
leged that police inaction
had resulted in deteriora-
tion in the security situa-
tion in the past few
months.

According to the District
Police Officer (DPO) Swat,
the suspected suicide

bomber attempted to enter
the Kabal Police Station
and Police Lines com-
pound but was intercepted
by police personnel at the
main gate.

The attacker then deto-
nated the explosive device,
damaging the main gate
and preventing entry into
the heavily secured com-
pound, the DPO said.

Regional Police Officer
(RPO) Malakand Syed Fida
Hassan Shah said the
timely response by police
averted a much larger
tragedy, adding that casu-
alties could have been far
greater had the attacker 

5 security men among 14 killed 
in blast in Northwest Pakistan

MUZAFFARABAD
(POJK), AUG 02 : The
second phase of elections in
Pakistan-occupied Jammu
& Kashmir (PoJK) wit-
nessed widespread disrup-
tions, logistical failures and
continuing protests on Sun-
day, casting a shadow over
the electoral process and
raising fresh questions over
its credibility.

Polling was scheduled
across 21 constituencies, in-
cluding nine constituencies
in the Muzaffarabad Divi-
sion of PoJK and 12 refugee
constituencies located in
different parts of Pakistan.

However, the election
took place amid an atmos-

phere of political unrest,
with protests reported from
several parts of Pakistan-oc-
cupied Jammu Kashmir as
well as from Kashmiri com-
munities in different cities
across Pakistan.

Large protest gatherings
were also reported in
Karachi, Islamabad and
Rawalpindi, where demon-
strators criticised the elec-
toral process and de-
manded political reforms.
According to sources, police
detained several protesters
and student leaders during
the demonstrations.

The voting process was
disrupted in several con-
stituencies due to road

blockades and protests.
According to sources, in

LA-27 Kotli, election staff
and polling material report-
edly failed to reach polling
stations after protesters
blocked major roads, forc-
ing authorities to postpone
polling.

Similar disruptions were
reported in LA-28 Muzaf-
farabad-II (Lechrat), where
election officials and polling
material could not reach 71
polling stations. Reports
also indicated that election
staff failed to reach several
polling stations in other
constituencies, affecting the
conduct of polling.

2nd phase of PoJK elections
hit by chaos, polling delays

Ladakh LG Vinai Ku-
mar Saxena has decen-
tralised the land-use reg-
ulatory framework and
authorised the chief sec-
retary and the divisional
commissioner to accord
approval on land issues
for development works in
areas outside municipal
committees in the UT.

He had on July 8 ex

Security forces have ar-
rested an overground
worker of terrorists in
Baramulla district of
Kashmir and recovered
arms & ammunition from
his possession.

He was identified as Ai-
jaz Ahmad Ganaie. 

Officials said he was ap-
prehended by a joint
team of Army, police and
paramilitary forces at a
mobile vehicle check
point established at Gori-
wan in Sheeri area of
Baramulla around mid-
night.

One pistol, one maga
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A fresh batch of 3,886
pilgrims left Bhagwati Na-
gar base camp here early
this morning for the holy
Shri Amarnathji cave
shrine yatra in South Kash-
mir Himalayas.

The yatra was allowed af-
ter the partial restoration
of Jammu-Srinagar Na-
tional Highway which re-
mained closed for two
days, following rain-trig-
gered landslides.

According to officials, the
25th batch of 3,886 pil-
grims left Jammu base
camp at about 2:52 am for
Baltal in Kashmir's Gan-
derbal in a convoy of 177
vehicles under tight secu-
rity arrangements.

No yatri left for the tradi-
tional Pahalgam route
which is closed for the past
few days for necessary re-
pairs. The track was dam-
aged at some places due to
heavy rains in the region.

Over 4.50 lakh pilgrims
were said to have visited
the holy cave shrine so far

since the commencement
of the yatra on July 2. 

The 57-day pilgrimage to
the cave shrine was offi-
cially flagged off by LG
Manoj Sinha on July 2
morning from Bhagwati
Nagar base camp here si-
multaneously for the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pa-
halgam route in Anantnag
district and the shorter but
steeper 14-km Baltal route
in Ganderbal district. The
yatra will conclude on Au-
gust 28.

Authorities have put in 

Fresh batch of 3,886 pilgrims
leaves for holy cave shrineKOTA (RA-

JASTHAN), AUG 02:
Lok Sabha Speaker and
Kota-Bundi MP Om Birla
on Sunday said that society
had a collective responsi-
bility to ensure a dignified
life for every individual and
called for utilising the expe-
rience of retired officers to
prepare long-term plans
for community welfare.

Addressing an event or-
ganised here by the Retired
Officers Association to fe-
licitate him on completing
seven years as the Lok
Sabha Speaker, Birla
lauded the association's so-
cial initiatives and said the

expertise of retired officers
should be utilised for com-
munity welfare.

During the event, the
members of the association
welcomed him with a tradi-
tional Rajasthani turban
and floral garlands in
recognition of his service.

The programme, during

which umbrellas were dis-
tributed among the needy,
was attended by retired
government officers,
among others.

"It is our collective re-
sponsibility to ensure that
every individual in society
leads a dignified life. Given
your vast experience across
various sectors, we must
work together to create
comprehensive, long-term
plans so that the benefits
reach the last person in so-
ciety," Birla said.

Speaking to the media af-
ter the event, Birla congrat-
ulated Kota-born boxer 

Birla stresses collective responsibility
to ensure dignified life for all

Pak made every effort to dismantle
goodwill under IWT: Kwatra

The Jammu-Srinagar
National Highway was to-
day reopened to vehicular
traffic after NHAI's men &
machinery blasted mas-
sive boulders that had
blocked the road near
Champari in Chenani area
of Udhampur.

The boulders had rolled
down the roadside hill,
following the torrential
rains that lashed the re-
gion in the recent past.

NHAI executed a high-
precision controlled blast

PM Modi speaks of ‘forgiving’ students; govt 
owes them justice, apology: Rahul Gandhi
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NH reopens 
as NHAI clears

boulders

OGW held at 
Baramulla

Akanksha Choudhary: 'He grabbed me', actress recalls
casting couch ordeal before Lock Upp exit P- 10

Saxena extends 
'pro-people' land-use

deregulation
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NC president Farooq Ab-
dullah today demanded
that the identity of the
killers of two migrant
labourers in Kulgam district
and a policeman in Anant-
nag district must be made 

Names of labourers'
killers must be 

revealed: Farooq
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NEW DELHI, AUG
02: The Supreme Court is
scheduled to hear on Mon-
day a batch of pleas alleg-
ing police brutality during
the recent protests against
irregularities in exams and
the NEET paper leaks.

A bench of Chief Justice
Surya Kant and Justices
Joymalya Bagchi and V
Mohana will be hearing the
pleas in which the court
had indicated that it might
constitute an SIT headed
by a former Supreme Court
judge for a probe into the
allegations made by pro-
testors, pellet gun victims 

SC to hear pleas
relating to police

action
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Trump pauses
planned strikes 

on Iran

NEW DELHI, AUG
02: The first round of
counselling for admission
to MBBS and other under-
graduate medical courses
under the All-India Quota
(AIQ) will begin on August
4 and the academic session
for the 2026-27 batch will
commence on September
8, according to the Medical
Counselling Committee.

According to the coun-
selling schedule released by
the committee, the first
round of AIQ counselling
for deemed and central
universities will be held
from August 4 to August 17.
The last date for joining
will be August 22.

Neet-UG counselling
to begin on Aug 4
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NEW DELHI, AUG
02: Union Minister Jiten-
dra Singh today reviewed
the status and phased im-
plementation roadmap of
the Ujh Multipurpose Pro-
ject (UPP) in Kathua district
of Jammu, which has been
revived after 100 years.

He held a detailed meet-
ing with the officials of 

Ujh Multipurpose
Project revived after

100 yrs: Jitendra
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LG Manoj Sinha, who to-
day attended the launch of
'Nasha Mukt Yuva for
Viksit Bharat Sankalp Ab-
hiyan' at a UT-Level func-
tion, said that 'India's
greatest strength lies in its
youth'.

The programme was or-
ganised by the department
of youth affairs and sports
& SKUAST-Kashmir. The
100-week mega campaign
was virtually inaugurated
by Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, marking a na-
tionwide resolve to secure
India's future by empower-
ing its youth and eliminat-
ing the menace of drugs.

"India's greatest strength
lies in its young population,
with nearly 65 pc below the
age of 35," the LG said and
highlighted that 37 cr youth
in the 15-29 age group were
eager to contribute to na-
tion-building.

"The Nasha Mukt Yuva
for Viksit Bharat Sankalp

Abhiyan seeks to energise
them, guide them towards
healthy lifestyles and active
participation in develop-
ment. Our youth must
emerge like a cloud of en-
ergy and spread across the
horizon of development,"
he said.

"The Nasha Mukt Bharat
Abhiyan, launched in 2020
by the prime minister, is
not merely a government
programme but a social
movement against drug
menace. Its objective is to
instill values of self-disci-
pline, positive thinking,

and strong determination
among citizens," he added. 

"Over 1 cr youth are join-
ing 'Nasha Mukt Yuva for
Viksit Bharat Sankalp Ab-
hiyan' at nearly 10,000 lo-
cations nationwide, reflect-
ing the collective
responsibility of society to
protect young people from
drugs. More than 35,000
MY Bharat youth clubs,
Nehru Yuva Kendras,
schools, colleges, and in-
dustry organizations are
participating in the 100-
week campaign, which con

India's greatest strength 
lies in its youth: LG
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At least two houses and a
school building were com-
pletely damaged, and more
than six other houses devel-
oped cracks due to a severe
land subsidence in a remote
village of Poonch district.

According to officials, the
land in Saroti Jabran village
began sinking, following
heavy rains on July 22.
"Over the past 11 days, the
situation has deteriorated,
forcing several families to
abandon their homes as
cracks continued to widen

across the affected area," of-
ficials said.

"Over a dozen houses re-
main under threat as the
ground continues to show
signs of instability," officials
said.

The authorities concerned
were in touch with the af-
fected families and monitor-
ing the situation, officials
said and added that a de-
tailed assessment of the
damage was underway.

Locals said at least five
residential houses and two
school buildings had suf-
fered extensive damages,
with several other houses
suffering cracks, prompting

the inhabitants to shift to
safer locations.

The subsidence was also
said to have caused damage
to essential infrastructure,
disrupting drinking water
supply and electricity after
pipelines, power lines and
poles were damaged at
some places.

Officials appealed for an
urgent geological assess-
ment and engineering inter-
vention to divert the accu-
mulating water, which
locals believe was triggering
the land movement.

The affected villagers have
appealed to the higher au

Houses, school building suffer
damages due to land subsidence
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'Nasha Mukt Yuva Abhiyan' launched

Shri Amarnathji Yatra Protests over paper leaks

'Nasha Mukt Yuva' prog


