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Protest For Amit Shah's Resignation Over July
20 Action Will Continue: AISA Chief Neha Bora

NEW DELHI, AUG 1:
Demanding Union Home
Minister Amit Shah's resig-
nation over the July 20
crackdown on anti-paper
leak protesters in Delhi,
AISA president Neha Bora
said the movement has
evolved into a wider cam-
paign seeking accountability
from the Centre over the al-
leged police action.

Bora, who observed a 23-
day hunger strike during the
agitation, told PTI that the
demand for Shah's resigna-
tion and the removal of Delhi
Police Commissioner
Anurag Kumar would con-
tinue alongside efforts to se-
cure the release of arrested
protesters. She emphasised
that accountability cannot be
limited to low-ranking offi-
cials.

"The buck stops at Amit
Shah. The buck stops at the
commissioner of police. If
somebody has to resign or
has to be sacked, it is these
two people. No low-ranking
official's suspension is
enough for us," she said.

Questioning the alleged
use of pellet guns and exces-
sive force during the July 20
march to Parliament, the
chief of the left-wing stu-
dents' organisation affiliated
with the CPI(ML) Liberation
said the government failed to
explain why security person-
nel were equipped with pel-
let guns and "sticks covered
with nails".

"We are still seeking an-
swers. Why did you use pellet
guns on protesters on July
20?Why were security forces
given pelletguns? Why were
sticks covered with nails,
with which protesters were
injured," she asked.

Bora argued that regard-
less of whether the alleged
actions were ordered by a
magistrate or senior authori-
ties, political responsibility
ultimately rests with the
Union home minister.

Ifit happened on the mag-
istrate's order, then what
kind of home minister are

- .
you?... And ifit happened on
your order, then what kind of
acriminal state are you run-
ning where pellet guns can
be fired on ordinary citizens,"
sheasked.

Boranoted that the alleged
police actions fundamentally
changed the nature of the
movement, transforming it
from a focus on the paper
leak issue into a broader polit-
ical campaign against the
government's handling of
the protests.Newspaper De-
livery Service

"A very large section of
people used to come to us
every day and say that they
kept voting for the BJP gov-
ernment, but today, because
of their vote, we have tositon
a hunger strike. They would
say that because of their vote,
students are committing sui-
cide, and now they are very
ashamed," the AISA national
presidentsaid.

"It (movement) isnomore
about Dharmendra Prad-
han. Itis about whether the
government can be so bar-
baric with the common citi-
zens of the country,” Bora
said, claiming that the sense
of betrayal among students
and the youth was now di-
rected at Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Shah and
the Delhi Police commis-
sioner. She reiterated that
the demand for Shah's resig-
nation is inseparable from
the push for the release of
protesters detained during

f - [
and after the agitation.

"The protest seeking the
home minister's resignation
and the release of the ar-
rested students are not dif-
ferent. Both are together be-
cause both are a part of state
repression," she said, alleg-
ing that arrests and criminal
cases against students had
continued despite assur-
ances.

Regarding the political re-
sponse to the agitation, Bora
said opposition partieshad a
responsibility to take up peo-
ple's issues and welcomed
the supportextended by par-
ties including the Congress
as well as student organisa-
tions such as the NSUI and
Youth Congress.

"Ifyou are apolitical party,
itis your job to express soli-
darity with the people. It is
their job to make people'sis-
sues their own issue, raise
their voice in Parliament and
speak about the suppression
of those voices," she said.

When asked whether the
agitation might influence
electoral politics, Bora re-
frained from making predic-
tions but expressed her belief
that the public will remem-
ber both the movement and
the events of July 20.

"I think people will not for-
get this movement. We will
not forget that when we put
aside divisive politics and
fought together for our fu-
ture, we won," she said.

Boraasserted that protests

demanding accountability
for the July 20 police action,
Shah's resignation, the re-
moval of the Delhi Police
commissioner, and the re-
lease of arrested protesters
would continue across the
country.

The youth-led anti-paper
leak agitation, spearheaded
by the Cockroach Janta Party
(CJP) and supported by sev-
eral student organisations,
began as a campaign de-
manding accountability for
alleged irregularities in com-
petitive examinations and
the resignation of then
Union education minister
Pradhan.

Protesters attempted to
march from Jantar Mantar
toParliamenton July 20, re-
sulting in clashes between
demonstrators and police.

Protesters have accused
the Delhi Police of using ex-
cessive force, including pel-
let guns, tear gas, and lathis,
during the crackdown, leav-
ing several demonstrators
injured. While the Delhi Po-
lice has denied these allega-
tions, the central govern-
ment maintains that security
personnel acted in accor-
dance with the law during
the clashes.

The agitation was called off
on July 25 after Pradhan re-
signed and the Centre agreed
to the protesters' core de-
mands, including a series of
education reforms.

The government also in-
troduced the Public Exami-
nations (Prevention of Un-
fair Means) Bill in
Parliament to strengthen
measures against paper
leaks and examination mal-
practices.

The bill was passed by Par-
liament on Thursday, with
the Rajya Sabhaapproving it
amid a walkout by opposi-
tion parties, which have also
been demanding the home
minister's clarification re-
garding the alleged crack-
down, and have also sought
his resignation over the is-
sue.

Delhi court rejects Govt department’s plea to
register FIR, upholds magistrate's order

NEW DELHI,AUG 1: A
Delhi court has dismissed a
revision petition filed by the
Delhi Government's Direc-
torate of Employment seek-
ing the registration ofan FIR
againstaprivate firmand its
signatory for allegedly "mis-
appropriating government
money" of around 1.94 lakh
through fraud.

The court said that since
the Government depart-
ment is already in posses-
sion of all relevant docu-
ments and the identity of the
accused is known, a police
investigation is not required.

Additional Sessions Judge
Dhirendra Rana was hear-
ing arevision plea by the de-
partment against a magis-

trate's order of August 2023,
rejecting a plea seeking the
court's direction to register
an FIR against the company
and its signatory for "dis-
honestly and fraudulently
misappropriating govern-
ment money through fraud
and cheating."”

According to the com-
plaint, the department had
issued a tender for "unser-
viceable items" in 2012, fol-
lowing which the company
took the items and provided
two demand drafts totalling
around Rs 1.94 lakh.

Itsaid that the drafts were
not credited due to late sub-
mission by the department,
and later the bank informed
the department that they

had been cancelled, based
on the company's request.

The accused alleged the
supplied goods were sub-
standard and therefore, pay-
ment to the departmentwas
withheld.

In an order dated July 14,
the courtsaid, "All the docu-
ments pertaining to the ten-
der process are in the pos-
session of the department.
The documents pertaining
to handing over the goods to
the accused persons, the
copy of demand draft sub-
mitted by the accused per-
sons and further communi-
cation done by the
department in this regard
are all matters of record and
in documentary

form."South Asians & Dias-
pora It said the identity of
the accused persons is
known to the complainant
department, and recovery of
any case property for which
police investigation would
be required is not to be done
inthe present case.

"All these records can eas-
ily be proved by the com-
plainants in pre-summon-
ing evidence, and no police
investigation is required,”
the court said Underlining
that there was no illegality,
infirmity and error in the
Magistrate's order, the judge
said, "l find no merit in the
present revision petition,
and same is dismissed.”
(PTI

Hungary braces for a full shutdown of the Paks
nuclear plant as the Danube River hits record lows

BUDAPEST, Aug 1:
Hungary's only nuclear
power plant will shut down
for thefirsttime in its history
due to record-low water levels
on the Danube River, Prime
Minister Peter Magyar said
Friday, adding that the plant
may not come back online
for several weeks as the river
is expected to continue re-
ceding.

The Paks nuclear plant, lo-
cated around 90 kilometers
(50 miles) south of the capital
Budapest, is operating at less
than halfits normal capacity,
producing 965 megawatts of
power rather than the usual
2,000.

The plant uses water from
the Danube to cool its reac-
tors, but the exceptionally
lowwater level has tested the

ability of pumpsto bring suf-
ficient quantities into the
plant.

Speaking atanews confer-
ence at the plant on Friday,
Magyar said further reduc-
tions in output were immi-
nent later Friday and that the
entire plant will likely be
powered down by Tuesday
or Wednesday. He stressed
that the shutdown can be
performed safely and poses
no risk to the public or envi-
ronment.Sports News Up-
dates

The Soviet-built, four-re-
actor plant at Paks accounts
for nearly half of Hungary's
electricity production. Ifitis
powered down, it will be the
first time in its 44 years of
service.

Hungary and much of

Central Europe hasbeenina
prolonged period of drought
in recent months, disrupting
tourism, agriculture and in-
dustry and confronting resi-
dentswith the realities of cli-
mate change.

Water levels are not ex-
pected torise on the Danube
in the coming days or even
weeks as no significant rain-
fall is forecast.

Magyar said Friday that
the Danube's water level has
only risen on three occasions
inthe month of August in the
last 20 years, and added that
the level at Paks could recede
toas lowas negative 144 cen-
timeters (negative 57 inches)
- far below the previous
record of negative 98 cen-
timeters (negative 39 inches)
setin2018.

Alevel of negative 134 cen-
timeters requires the full
powering down of the plant,
he said. A negative reading
means the river has fallen be-
low the gauge's zero refer-
ence level, not that the river
isempty.

Hungary's government
has requested that large
companies that consume
large quantities of energy
voluntarily reduce their con-
sumption to help stabilize
the energy supply, particu-
larly in peak demand hours
between5p.m.and 10 p.m.

Magyar said Hungarian
energy conglomerate MOL
had committed to reducing
its electricity needs by 65
megawatt-hours, a decrease
of 40% from its normal con-
sumption.

Army bids final farewell to Gen

NEW DELHI, AUG 1:
The Indian Army on Satur-
day bid a final farewell to its
former chief General Vishwa
Nath Sharma (retd), as his
last rites were performed
with full military honours
here. Gen Sharma passed
away in Delhi on Friday
morning. He was 96.

"The Indian Army paid its
final tribute to Gen Vishwa
Nath Sharma (retd), PVSM,
AVSM, and aformer Chief of
the Army Staff. His last rites
were performed with full
military honours today at
the Brar Square Cremato-
rium in Delhi,” the Army
said.

Army Chief Gen Dhiraj
Seth, on behalf of all ranks of
the force, laid a wreath and
offered his condolences to
the bereaved family.

Mizoram Governor GenV
K Singh (retd), a former
Chief of the Army Staff, also
laid a wreath and attended
the funeral, officials said.

The solemn ceremony was
attended by various former
Chiefs of the Army Staff, the
Chief of the Air Staff, the
Chief of the Naval Staff,
many serving and retired
military officers, and family
members, who paid their fi-
nal respects to the distin-
guished soldier, the Army
said in astatement.

Gen Sharma served as the
Chief of the Army Staff from
April 30, 1988, to June 30,
1990, and was the recipient
of numerous distinguished
awards during his profes-

Sharmawith full mrlrtary honours

sional career

Born in London on June
4, 1930, Gen Sharma was
the younger brother of Ma-
jor Somnath Sharma, the
first recipient of Param Vir
Chakra in Independent In-
dia, and Lt Gen Surendra
Nath Sharma, former Engi-
neer-in-Chief of the Indian
Army.History

He joined the Indian Mili-
tary Academy, Dehradun, as
part of the 5th Regular
Course and was commis-
sioned into 16 Light Cavalry
onJune4,1950.

The officer joined 66 Ar-
moured Regiment as sec-
ond-in-command at the
time of its raising on Sep-
tember 1, 1966, and as-
sumed command of the reg-
iment in June 1968 as its
second commandant, relin-

quishing command in Feb-
ruary 1970, the Army said.

Through his career, Gen
Sharma held various staff
appointments, including
Colonel General Staff of an
Armoured Division,
Brigadier General Staff of a
Corps, Director General of
Military Operations at Army
Headquarters and Com-
mandant of the College of
Combat (now Army War
College), Mhow, the state-
mentsaid.

He also commanded a
Mountain Brigade in Mizo-
ram, an Armoured Brigade
in Jaipur, a Mountain Divi-
sion in Sikkim, a Corps in
Mizoram and Eastern Com-
mand in Kolkata, before tak-
ing over as the Army chief.

After retirement, Gen
Sharma dedicated four

decades to servmg under-
privileged communities
through a free tuberculosis
clinicin Himachal Pradesh.

Travelling by ambulance
to remote villages and often
trekking to high-altitude ar-
eas along with his medical
team, Gen Sharma took es-
sential healthcare to people
with limited access to med-
ical services, the Army said.

His unwavering commit-
ment to compassionate ser-
vice inspired future genera-
tions of the family, with his
son and other relatives car-
rying forward this tradition
of public service.

Gen Sharma'’s life of dis-
tinguished service, courage
and dedication to the nation
will continue to inspire gen-
erations of soldiers, the
Army said. (PTI)

PM playing victim card instead of apologising
for brutality on protestrng students: Congress

New Delhi, Aug 1: The
Congress on Saturday said
that Narendra Modi is play-
ing the victim card by saying
he has forgiven the youth
who abused him, and de-
manded an apology from the
prime minister for the "bru-
tality" unleashed on student
protesters and the trauma
they suffered due to paper
leaks.Epaper Subscription
Service

The opposition party also
claimed that the prime minis-
ter's "InstaGram sabhas",
which it termed an act of
"supreme self-obsession”,
arefoolingnoone.

"Late last night, inan act of
supreme self-obsession, the
prime minister said that he
forgave our youth. Thisisan
insult to the nation and to
our youth, which has suf-
fered under his government
and is legitimately demand-
ing an apology from him.
The prime minister's Insta-
Gram Sabhas are fooling no

one," Congress general sec-
retary Jairam Ramesh said
inaposton X.

In an Instagram video
posted on Friday night, Modi
said it pained him that even
his late mother was sub-
jected to "filthy abuses" at the
Jantar Mantar and lamented
that "our daughters” had
used such language, even as
he called for forgiving the
"misguided children™.

The prime minister said he
could understand the an-

guish prevailing in somety,
but stressed that thiswas the
time to embrace the youth
and guide them on the right
path.

In his post, Ramesh said,
"The self-declared non-bio-
logical PM enjoys playing the
victimcard."

The Congress leader also
said that Modi uses "vile vit-
riol" against his predecessors
and political opponents.

"He very frequently ped-
dles lies to defame them, not

just in his public speeches
but in Parliament itself. He
unleashes an army of foul-
mouthed abusers both in
Parliament and outside and
gives them full protection.

"The entire nation iswant-
ing the PM to apologise for
the traumainflicted on lakhs
of youth through his paper
leak-ridden NTA and his
home ministry-sanctioned
brutality on student protes-
tors.

"The entire nation is wait-
ing for the PM to apologise
for the 'Chanda Chori Astha
Dhoka' by the Ram Mandir
Trust, an establishment
which he had grandly an-
nounced in the Lok Sabhaon
February 5, 2020. The entire
nation is still expecting his
apology for his Tughlakian
notebandi of November 8,
2016, that destroyed crores
of livelihoods and shuttered
lakhs of MSMEs. The list is
endless," the Congress leader
said. (Agencies)

US Rights Group demands probe into deadly
crackdown in PoK as death toll crosses 50

ISLAMABAD, AUG 1:
More than 50 people have
been killed and hundreds in-
jured in Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir (PoK) over the past
four days, according to ac-
tivists, as a US-based rights
organisation on Saturday
condemned what it de-
scribed as a violent crack-
down by Pakistani security
forces on peaceful protesters
and called for an indepen-
dent investigation and ac-
countability.Kashmir
Tourism Information

Sardar Umar Nazir Kash-
miri, a member of the Joint
Awami Action Committee
(JAAC), said in a post on so-
cial media platform X that
Pakistani forces had killed
more than 50 people during
the unrest.

"In the past four days, the
forces have killed more than
50 of our people through
brutal terrorism, and hun-
dredsareinjured," hewrote.

The JAAC, which has been
spearheading the protests,
said demonstrations contin-
ued late into the night across

the Muzaffarabad region,
with protesters demanding
protection of their funda-
mental rights and imple-
mentation of commitments
previously made by the local
authorities.

The Human Rights Foun-
dation (HRF), a US-based
rights organisation, con-
demned what itdescribed as
the use of force by Pakistani
security forces against un-
armed protesters and called
on Islamabad to end the
crackdown, restore mobile
communications and ensure
accountability for any unlaw-
ful use of force.

Citing a local civil society
group, the HRF said security

forces opened fire on thou-
sands of peaceful demon-
strators. It also alleged that
authorities removed bodies
from hospitals and detained
activists in an apparent at-
tempt to conceal evidence.

crackdown has been ac-
companied by an internet
blackout and severe restric-
tions on media access, mak-
ing independent reporting
nearly impossible," the or-
ganisation said.South Asians
& Diaspora

The HRF urged Pakistani
authorities to "investigate
the reported killings, ensure
accountability and uphold
due process for those de-
tained, while expressing sup-

port for people exercising
their rights to peaceful as-
sembly and free expression."

Separately, a delegation of
the United Kashmir People's
National Party (UKPNP), led
by its chairman Sardar
Shaukat Ali Kashmiri, met
United Nations officials in
New York to raise concerns
over the human rights situa-
tion in Pakistan occupied
Kashmir.

According to the UKPNP,
the delegation urged the
United Nations, govern-
ments and international hu-
man rights organisations to
intervene to prevent further
loss of life and protect civil-
ians.

It also called on Pakistani
authorities to refrain from
using excessive force, return
the bodies of those killed to
their families, disclose the
whereabouts of those al-
legedly subjected to enforced
disappearance or unac-
knowledged detention, and
release individuals it said
had been unlawfully de-
tained. (UNI)




