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While the banking sector
in Jammu & Kashmir dis-
bursed a credit of Rs
84,384 cr to 19.37 lakh
beneficiaries in 2025-26,
the J&K Bank contributed
63.41 pc of the total prior-
ity sector lending.

This information was
shared with chief secretary
Atal Dulloo in the 19th
meeting of Jammu & Kash-
mir Union Territory Level
Bankers' Committee

(UTLBC) held at SKICC in
Srinagar.

The meeting reviewed
the performance of banks
and government depart-
ments in credit deployment

and implementation of
banking initiatives for the
financial year ending
March 31, 2026.

Of the total credit dis
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With the death toll in
Kulgam terror attack
rising to two, LG Manoj
Sinha today chaired a
high-level security re-
view meeting, directing
the authorities con-
cerned to comprehen-
sively examine the
Standard Operating
Procedures (SoPs) es-
tablished to protect
labourers from outside
Jammu & Kashmir.

Condemning the incident,
Chief Minister Omar Abdul-
lah announced an ex-gratia
of Rs 10 lakh each to the
next of kin of the two terror
victims. As the slain labour-
ers - Deepak Ratray and
Bhupinder hailed from his
state, Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Vishnu Deo Sai an-
nounced an ex-gratia of Rs
20 lakh each for their fami-
lies.

While Deepak was killed
on the spot in the terror at-
tack, seriously injured
Bhupinder was admitted to a
hospital, where he suc-

cumbed to his wounds this
morning. This took the
death toll to two.

The attack followed
closely on the heels of an-
other incident less than 10
days ago, in which terrorists
had shot dead a police cop in
Anantnag town.

Before this, two labourers
were killed here in the sum-
mer capital of Jammu and
Kashmir in 2024.

On February 7, 2024, two
non-local workers from
Punjab, Amritpal Singh and
Rohit Masih, were shot dead
by a terrorist in the Shaheed

Gunj area of Srinagar.
In the aftermath of the

killings, LG Sinha chaired a
high-level security review
meeting, which, among oth-
ers, was attended by chief
secretary Atal Dullo, DGP
Nalin Prabhat, principal
secretary (home depart-
ment) Chandraker Bharti,
special DG coordination
(PHQ) S J M Gillani, ADGP
(CID) Nitish Kumar, GAD
secretary M Raju, IGPs, di-
visional commissioners,
SSPs and deputy commis-
sioners.

The LG directed all the
DCs and SSPs to conduct a
comprehensive review of
the SoPs established to pro-
tect labourers from outside
Jammu & Kashmir. He also
directed that the employers
must ensure all workers
from other states and UTs of
the country were provided
insurance and that their de-
tails were registered with lo-
cal police and district au-
thorities.

Death toll rises to 2; LG chairs 
security review meeting

NEW DELHI, AUG 01:
A Bill that proposes to set up
fast-track courts in every
state for speedy trials of ac-
cused and enhance punish-
ment in public examination
question paper leak cases
has received the assent of
the President.

ISLAMABAD, AUG
01: Pakistan recorded its
deadliest month of the year
in July, with 606 people
killed and 232 injured in
terrorist attacks and
counter-terrorism opera-
tions across the country.

The Pakistan Institute
for Conflict and Security
Studies (PICSS) said the
sharp rise in casualties was
driven by an escalation in
terrorist attacks and a si-
multaneous intensification
of counter-terrorism oper-
ations by security forces
nationwide.

The report said 112 secu-
rity personnel were killed
in July, representing the

highest monthly toll since
January 2023 and the sec-
ond-highest recorded in
more than a decade.

In January 2023, 114 se-
curity personnel were
killed, including around
102 in a suicide bombing at
Peshawar Police Lines.

It said 401 terrorists
were killed in July, the
highest number recorded
in a single month in more
than a decade.

The month also wit-
nessed the deaths of 74
civilians and 19 members
of peace committees.

The death toll among
peace committee members
was also the highest

recorded in a single month
during the past decade.

According to PICSS, the
232 people injured in July
included 101 security per-
sonnel, 103 civilians, 14
peace committee members
and 14 terrorists.

The data showed that,
compared to June, security
personnel deaths increased
by 195 per cent, rising from
38 to 112.

15 security personnel
killed, 12 militants dead in
suicide attack on Pakistan
check post

Terrorist deaths in-
creased by 109 per cent,
from 192 to 401, while civil

July turns deadliest in Pak as 606 killed
in terror attacks, counter operations

PUNE, AUG 01: NSA
Ajit Doval today called upon
the country's youth to dedi-
cate themselves fully to na-
tional interest and rise
above personal gains, urg-
ing them make the most of
the "window of opportu-
nity" before India to build a
stronger nation.

"The younger generation
should resolve to work only
in the interest of the nation
and ignore narrow and
short-term interests, " he
said while addressing a
gathering after receiving the
Lokmanya Tilak National
Award 2026 here.

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah presented the

award, instituted by Tilak
Smarak Trust, to Doval.

"Today's youth should
commit themselves com-
pletely and think that they
will work only for the na-
tional interest. They should
be willing to sacrifice small
personal interests, and even
if such considerations arise,
they should ignore them,"

he said.
Doval said India was

passing through a crucial
phase in its history and
should not allow the present
opportunity to slip away.

"There is a window of op-
portunity in the history of
our country. We cannot af-
ford to lose it. Right now,
our priority is to build the
nation," he said.

Expressing confidence in
India's future, the NSA said
the country would succeed
in its mission and create a
new chapter in its history.

"I am confident that we
will succeed in this endeav-
our and create a new his

Doval asks youth to dedicate 
themselves to national interest

Gross GST collections
grew 15.4 per cent to over
Rs 2.11 lakh crore in July
on higher mop-up from
sales and imports, reflect-
ing sustained domestic
consumption.

Gross GST collections
were Rs 1.83 lakh crore in
July 2025 and Rs 1.95
lakh crore last month.

Tax collection from do-
mestic transactions grew
10.1 per cent to over Rs
1.44 lakh crore, while
gross revenues from im-
ports were up 29 per cent
to Rs 66,511 crore.

Deloitte India Partner
M S Mani said the GST
collection reflects contin

Ladakh LG Vinai Ku-
mar Saxena has approved
a landmark New Ladakh
Sports Policy aimed at
providing assured finan-
cial support in terms of
cash incentives and
monthly scholarships,
recognition and constant 
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The annual Shri Amar-
nathji Yatra resumed today
from the Baltal route after
remaining suspended for a
day due to inclement
weather and necessary
track repairs.

"The yatra has resumed
from the Baltal route, and
pilgrims were allowed to
proceed towards the holy
cave shrine in the morn-
ing," officials said.

Officials said the yatra

resumed following im-
provement in the weather
conditions and the comple-
tion of repairs along the
track.

On Friday, the yatra was
suspended due to poor
weather conditions caused
by incessant rains, result-
ing in minor damage to the
track, officials said.

The yatra, however, re-
mained suspended from
the Pahalgam route where
the essential repair works
were still continuing, the
officials added.

So far, approximately

450,000 pilgrims were
said to have visited the holy
cave shrine of Almighty
Shiva in South Kashmir Hi-
malayas. People from
across the country and
abroad visit the shrine to
have darshans of the natu-
rally formed ice-Shiv-
alingam.

The 57-day pilgrimage to
the cave shrine was offi-
cially flagged off by LG
Manoj Sinha on July 2
morning from Bhagwati
Nagar base camp here si-
multaneously for the tradi

Pilgrimage resumes after 
remaining suspended due to rainsCAIRO, AUG 01:

Pressing for the reopening
of the Strait of Hormuz,
President Donald Trump
intimidated over more
strikes on Iran. Hours later
on Saturday, Kuwait said it
responded to a new round
of drone attacks from Iran
while a tanker was struck in
the strategic waterway.

Meanwhile, Israel heav-
ily struck the Gaza Strip af-
ter the Palestinian militant
group Hamas agreed to dis-
arm.

Responding to it, Iran's
military made a scathing
remark that the United
States is escalating tensions

in the Middle East on Sat-
urday. It also cautioned the
countries in the region not
to cooperate with Washing-
ton during the ongoing cri-
sis.

"The United States is
rapidly moving down the
path of escalating tensions
in the region," said Ali Ab-

dollahi, head of Iran's mili-
tary central command.

"Any country serving as
defensive shield for crimi-
nal and aggressive America
will be engulfed by the
flames of war," he said in a
statement read on state
television.

The remarks came after
US President Donald
Trump reiterated threats to
hit Iran "very hard".

US media reported that
he was considering re-
newed heavy attacks as
soon as this weekend, in-
cluding against energy in-
frastructure targets.

Trump threatens more strikes,
presses for reopening of Hormuz

J&K Bank contributes 63.41 pc 
of total priority sector lending

A seven-year-old boy
was killed after being hit
by a landslide in Kash-
mir's Kupwara district to-
day.

The dead was identified
as Rehan Ahmad Dar.

Officials said he was hit
by a landslide that oc-
curred near his school in
Mawer area of Handwara
in Kupwara district. He
was rushed to a hospital,
where doctors declared
him brought dead.

Education Minister
Sakina Itoo condoled the 

Protest For Amit Shah's Resignation Over July 20 
Action Will Continue: AISA Chief Neha Bora
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Boy killed 
in landslide

Saxena approves
Ladakh 

Sports Policy

Shubhangi Atre Recalls 'Scary' Teen Stalking 
Incident: 'Peeche Aana, Bike Pe Chakkar Lagana' P- 10

Gross GST 
mop-up grows 15.4
pc to Rs 2.11L cr
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Union Minister Jitendra
Singh today said that
Jammu and Kashmir was
rapidly emerging as a major
biotechnology and innova

Industrial Biotech
Park to drive

biotechnology 
revolution: Jitendra
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The district police head-
quarters today ordered the
transfers and postings of
18 Inspectors, Sub-Inspec-
tors (SIs), Probationary
Sub-Inspectors (PSIs), and
Assistant Sub-Inspectors
(ASIs), with immediate ef-
fect.

As per an order, Inspec-
tor Jai Paul Sharma us
transferred from Police
Station, Gandhi Nagar, and
posted as SHO of Police
Station, Bahu Fort, while
Inspector Raghubir Singh
is shifted from DPL, 

18 police officers
transferred,

posted

Cont. on P9

Bill to tweak 
anti-paper leak law 
gets Prez's assent

NEW DELHI, AUG
01: Air Marshal Tejpal
Singh, a fighter pilot with
over 3,500 hours of flying
experience, on Saturday
took charge as the new
Deputy Chief of the Air
Staff.

The air officer succeeds
Air Marshal Awadhesh Ku-
mar Bharti, who superan

Air Marshal Tejpal
takes charge as 

Dy Chief of Air Staff
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NC president Farooq Ab-
dullah today called for an in-
vestigation into the killing of
two migrant labourers from
Chhattisgarh in a terror at-
tack in Kulgam district a day
before, and asked why such 

Farooq seeks
probe into killing 

of labourers
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LG Manoj Sinha today
handed over appointment
letters to the next of kin of
a police head constable and
a police Inspector, who
were martyred in terror at-
tacks, in a function held at
Lok Bhawan in Srinagar.

Head Constable Ashiq
Hussain Qureshi was mar-
tyred in a terror attack on
July 22 at Anantnag while
he was on Amarnath Yatra
duty.

The LG handed over the
appointment letter to Hus-
sain's son Absar Ashiq
Qureshi. The family mem-
bers of the martyr were also
present.

He also paid tributes to
the brave heart and assured
the family of all possible
support.

Earlier last week, the LG
had visited the family
members of the martyred
Head Constable at Lalpora
in Beerwah area of
Budgam.

According to officials,
some bike-borne terrorists

had opened fire at Ashiq
Hussain Qureshi of the 3rd
battalion of IRP. He later
succumbed to the bullet in-
juries he sustained in the
attack.

This was said to be the
first terrorist attack in the
valley since the April 22 Pa-
halgam attack last year.

Security forces had
launched a massive cordon
and search operation in
Anantnag town to hunt
down the escaped terrorists
but they were yet to be
found out.

Sinha hands over 
appointment letters to next 

of kin of martyred cops

Cont. on P9

Cont. on P9 Cont. on P9

Cont. on P9

HIMALAYAN MAIL  NEWS 
JAMMU, AUG 01

A cloudburst struck the
Mina-2 area of Minamarg in
Drass last evening, trigger-
ing flash floods and land-
slides that affected several
temporary shelters of Bak-
erwal families and disrupted
traffic on the Drass-Srinagar
National Highway.

The sudden flash floods
and landslides impacted
four temporary shelters (de-
ras) of Bakerwal families lo-
cated opposite MInamarg

Police Post. 
Around 20 persons were

affected by the incident.
Prompt action by police per-
sonnel averted any loss of
life as all the affected fami-
lies were safely evacuated to
the Minamarg police post
building and the nearby
building of Sheep Hus-
bandry Department, offi-
cials said.

During the incident, a
Wagon-R car was swept
away by the flash floods.
However, officials said all
occupants of the vehicle es-
caped safely and no casual-

ties or injuries were re-
ported.

The flash floods also led to
the temporary suspension
of traffic on the Drass-Srina-
gar National Highway at the
affected stretch. Police per-
sonnel, assisted by road
clearance machinery, were
engaged in removing debris
and restoring traffic at the
earliest, officials said.

Meanwhile, the Drass po-
lice appealed to commuters,
tourists and local residents
to avoid crossing overflow-
ing streams, water channels 

Cloudburst triggers flash floods,
landslides at Minamarg
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Kulgam terror attack

Banks disburse Rs 84,384 cr credit 

Shri Amarnathji Yatra 

Bakerwal families rescued

Omar announces Rs 10 lakh ex-gratia, Chhattisgarh CM Rs 20 lakh


