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Sinhé condemns
Kulgam
terror attack

LG Manoj Sinha has
strongly condemned the
Kulgam terror attack in
which a  non-local
labourer today lost his life
while another sustained
critical injuries.

"I spoke with DGP
Nalin Prabhat and top se-
curity officials following
the brutal terrorist attack
at Kulgam in which a
labourer from Chhattis-
garh was killed. I strongly
condemn this cowardly
act. T have directed our se
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ACB files
chargesheet
against
ex-tehsildar

The Anti-Corruption
Bureau (ACB) today filed
a chargesheet before the
Court of Special Judge,
Anti-Corruption, Bara-
mulla, against then
Tehsildar, Qaziabad,
Ghulam Rasool Bhat and
one Rafi Ahmad Lone in
connection with an al-
leged Rs 1 lakh bribery
case.

According to officials,
the chargesheet was filed
after completion of inves-
tigation into allegations
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Banned Chinese
manja seized

Police seized five rolls
of banned Chinese plastic
manja (gattu) and ar-
rested a shopkeeper here
today.

Acting on a reliable in-
formation, officials said
police conducted araid at
a shop in Purkhoo Camp
area and recovered five
rolls of the banned Chi-
nese manja which were
then seized.

One person was taken
into custody in this con-
nection and booked un-
der relevant sections of
law.

The sale, storage and
use of Chinese Manja
have been prohibited by
the district magistrate,
Jammu, as the hazardous
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Govt notifies
uniform building
permission fee

HIMALAYAN MAIL NEWS
JAMMU, JUL 31

In a significant reform
aimed at streamlining the
building permission
process across Jammu and
Kashmir, the Housing &
Urban Development De-
partment (HUDD) has noti-
fied a Uniform Building
Permission Fee Schedule
under the provisions of the
Jammu & Kashmir Unified
Building Bye-Laws, 2021,
vide government order
number 157-JK(HUD) of
2026.

The new fee schedule has
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Lt Gen Pratik reviews
training at Madras
Regimental Centre

HIMALAYAN MAIL NEWS
JAMMU, JUL 31

Northern Army Com-
mander Lt Gen Pratik
Sharma on Friday visited
the Madras Regimental
Centre in Wellington, Tamil
Nadu, where he reviewed
training, infrastructure and
welfare measures, and
lauded the high standards
maintained by the premier
infantry training establish-
ment.

During his maiden visit to
the centre as the Colonel of
the Madras Regiment, he
paid homage to the regi
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'Ruthless’ crackdown in PoJK

India denounces Pakistan,

calls for global scrutiny

NEW DELHI, JUL 31: De-
nouncing Pakistan, India today
called upon the international
community to scrutinise Islam-
abad's "ruthless" use of force
against peaceful protesters in
Pakistan-occupied Jammu &
Kashmir (PoJK) and hold it ac-
countable for the "atrocities".

Around 40 people were said to have
been killed in the crackdown by the se-
curity forces in PoJK since July 27
amid local-body elections in the re-
gion.

External Affairs Ministry spokesper-
son Randhir Jaiswal said the Pakistani
establishment continued to "unleash
ruthless force" against peaceful civil-
iansin PoJK.

The PoJK has been witnessing mas-
sive protests since last month over in-
flated living costs, alleged administra-
tive apathy and political
discrimination and atrocities against
minorities.

The Joint Awami Action Committee
(JAAC) has been leading the protests.

"This crackdown has resulted in the
tragic death of over 40 civilians and se-
rious injuries to many," Jaiswal said at
aregular media briefing here.

He contended that the Pakistani es-
tablishment's "absolute disdain for the
innocent people of PoJK was laid bare"

when Defence Minister Khawaja Asif
branded the protesting civilians as "en-
emies".

"Adding to this, the Special Assistant
to the prime minister on political af-
fairs, openly admitted that the very
‘mujahideen' that Pakistani establish-
ment trained, armed and sent to bleed
India have now turned their guns in-
ward, weaponising themselves against
the state," he added.

Jaiswal said the "so-called" elections
stand as a "humiliating rejection" of
the Pakistani establishment.

"Facing a violent regime, the people
have requested international organi-
sations for an independent investiga-
tion into the unlawful killings," he said.

"We urge that the international com-
munity should scrutinise Pakistan's ac-
tions and hold it accountable for its
atrocities," he added.

New Delhi has criticised Islamabad's
actions in PoJK several times over the
past few weeks as the region has wit-
nessed widespread violence since
June. The protests in the region, which
are being spearheaded by the Joint
Awami Action Committee (JAAC),
have been outlawed by Pakistani au-
thorities.

"As you and all of us have witnessed,
the Pakistani establishment continues
to unleash ruthless force against

peaceful civilians in Pakistan-occupied
Jammu and Kashmir," Jaiswal said.

He also highlighted remarks made
by veteran Pakistani politician Rana
Sanaullah, who said on a TV news pro-
gramme that the situation in PoJK had
been exacerbated by the presence of
mujahideen who were trained by Pak-
istan to target India. Sanaullah cur-
rently serves as the special assistant on
political affairs to Pakistan Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif.

Jaiswal noted that Sanaullah had
"openly admitted that the very mu-
jahideen that the Pakistani establish-
ment trained, funded, armed and sent
to India have now turned their guns in-
ward, weaponising themselves against
the state".

Sanaullah told a TV news pro-
gramme that the Pakistan-trained mu-
jahideen are now "hanging around our
necks". He alleged they were also in-
volved in efforts to seize Muzaffarabad
and Mirpur in an "India-like attack".

The JAAC initially launched a move-
ment to protest against inflation, high
electricity tariffs and the reservation of
seats in the legislative assembly for
refugees from the Indian state of
Jammu and Kashmir, which it claimed
were used to manipulate the outcome
of elections. The protests flared up
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Govt approves extension of PM-KISAN
scheme with Rs 3.15L cr outlay

NEW DELHI, JUL 31:
The government on Friday
extended the PM-KISAN
scheme for the next five
years till 2030-31 with a total
outlay of over Rs 3.15 lakh
crore, a decision aimed at
providing financial support

to farmers.
Under the Pradhan
Mantri Kisan Samman

Nidhi (PM-KISAN) scheme,
launched in February 2019,
eligible landholding farmer
families get financial assis-
tance of Rs 6,000 per year.
The amount is transferred
directly into their bank ac-
counts in three equal instal-
ments. Nearly 4.5 lakh crore
have been disbursed so far

under this scheme.

The Union Cabinet,
chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, approved
continuation of the PM-
KISAN scheme from 2026-
2710 2030-31, I&B Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw told re-
porters here.

A total financial outlay of
Rs 3,15,614 crore has been
approved for the Scheme
during this period, he
added.

"The approval reiterates
the government's commit-
ment that the prosperity of
farmers forms the founda-
tion of the nation's prosper-
ity," the government said in
astatement.

The extension of the
scheme will enhance farm-
ers' capacity to invest in
agriculture, improve pro-
ductivity, help reduce agri-
cultural risks and
strengthen the rural econ-
omy, itadded.

Through this scheme,
timely and transparent in-
come support is being pro-
vided to eligible farmer fam-
ilies through the Direct
Benefit Transfer (DBT) sys-
tem.History

Talking about the suc-
cessful implementation of
this programme, the gov-
ernment said it has so far
disbursed more than Rs
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Births & Deaths amendment
bill passed in LS amid protests

NEW DELHI, JUL 31:
The Lok Sabha on Friday
passed the Registration of
Births and Deaths (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2026, without a
debate amid continued
protests by the Opposition
over police crackdown on
students during the July 20
parliament march.

The bill was taken up for
consideration and passage
after the House reassem-
bled at noon with BJP MP
Dilip Saikia in the Chair.

It was passed by voice
vote amid sloganeering by
the Opposition members,
several of whom trooped
into the Well demanding

the presence of Home Min-
ister Amit Shah in the
House.

Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Kiren Rijiju ex-
pressed displeasure over
the lack of participation by
the Opposition in the de-
bate, saying the govern-
ment wanted a discussion
on the "important bill."

"Itis unfortunate. Please
do not repeat this in the fu-
ture. People who sent you
to Parliament will seek an-
swers from you," he said.

Saikia said it was "unfor-
tunate" that the bill had to
be passed without cooper-
ation.

During the proceedings,
BJP MP Aparajita Sarangi,
who chairs the Joint Parlia-
mentary Committee exam-
ining the Constitution
(130th Amendment) Bill,
2025, was granted an ex-
tension for the panel's re-
port till the first day of the
last week of the Winter Ses-
sion.

The parliament had yes-
terday passed the Public
Examinations (Prevention
of Unfair Means) Amend-
ment Bill, 2026, which pro-
vides for stricter punish-
ment for paper leaks.

Hours later, Prime Min
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SC agrees to dissolve Omar's
marriage with estranged wife

NEW DELHI, JUL 31:
The Supreme Court on Fri-
day agreed to dissolve the
marriage of Jammu and
Kashmir Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah with his es-
tranged wife Payal Abdul-
lah after taking note of
their submissions that they
have "embraced freedom".

The apex court took note
of the submissions of se-
nior advocate Kapil Sibal,
appearing for the National
Conference leader, that an
application has been filed
under Article 142 of the
Constitution seeking disso-
lution of marriage as the
parties have settled the
matter.

"We will make it a part of
our order and will dispose
of it in terms of that," a
bench of Justices P S

Narasimha and Alok
Aradhe said.

The bench will pass a for-
mal order.

"Both of them have em-
braced freedom. It's all set-
tled. (Article) 142 filed.
Your lordships may grant
divorce," Sibal told the
bench.

"When did this applica-
tion come on record?" the
bench asked.

It was informed that the
application was filed on
July 22.

"All other matters will be

?..
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withdrawn. It is all set out
(in the application)," Sibal
said.

The bench was hearing
two pleas, including the
one filed by Omar Abdul-
lah seeking divorce on the
grounds of cruelty.

In July 2024, the apex
court had sought response
from Payal Abdullah on
Omar Abdullah's plea chal-
lenging an order of the
Delhi High Court.

On December 12, 2023,
the high court dismissed
Omar Abdullah's plea seek-
ing a divorce, saying there
was no merit in his appeal.

The high court upheld
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India has potential
to become global
powerhouse: Prez

¥

NEW DELHI, JUL 31:
President Droupadi Murmu
on Friday said that India has
the potential to become a
global powerhouse in grass-
roots innovation by leverag-
ing its vast scale and spirit of
innovation.

Meeting a group of grass
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Pak drone
shot down
at Khour

HIMALAYAN MAIL NEWS
JAMMU, JUL 31

A Pakistani drone was
today shot down by Army
troops during an operation
in the border Chakla village
of Khour in Akhnoor sub-
sector of Jammu.

It was later recovered by
the forces, officials said.

The drone was spotted
hovering over Chakla,
which falls under the juris-
diction of Khour police sta-
tion, officials said.

Soon thereafter, the
troops fired at it and
brought it down. "The
drone has been recovered
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Rs 5,070-cr
PM Surya Sarovar
Yojana approved

NEW DELHIJUL 31:
The Union Cabinet on Fri-
day approved the Pradhan
Mantri Surya Sarovar Yo-
jana (PM-SSY), a new
scheme to promote floating
solar power projects with
integrated energy storage
systems, with a total outlay
of Rs 5,070 crore.

The initiative aims to sig-
nificantly expand India's re-
newable energy capacity by
developing 5,000 MW of
Floating Solar Photovoltaic
(FSPV) projects across
reservoirs and other suit-
able inland water bodies.

Announcing the decision
after the Cabinet meeting,
union Information and
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Future belongs to those
who see possibilities rather
ries:LG

HIMALAYAN MAIL NEWS
JAMMU, JUL 31

Stating that the 21st century would wel-
come those who possess the ability to inte-
grate from multiple fields, LG Manoj
Sinha today said that 'future belongs to
those who see possibilities rather than

boundaries'.

"I believe that the 21st century will wel-
come those young people who are not spe-
cialists in just one subject but possess the
ability to integrate knowledge from mul-
tiple fields and discover new solutions," he
said in his address after inaugurating a se-
ries of groundbreaking academic pro-
grammes designed to redefine the future
of higher education in the region.

The LG highlighted the significance of
the "Design Your Degree"
calling it a revolutionary step towards stu-
dent-centric learning. He noted that the
world today demands multi-disciplinary
thinkers who can integrate knowledge

across diverse fields.

"The frontiers of knowledge are continu-
ously expanding. Problems are multidi-
mensional, and their solutions are possi-
ble only through multi-disciplinary
approaches. The future belongs to those
who recognise possibilities, not bound-
aries. This initiative empowers students to
shape their own academic journeys, com-

programme,

challenges.

bining subjects according to their interests,
talents, and aspirations," he said.

The inauguration also marked the
launch of integrated programmes in
Physics, Chemistry, Botany, Zoology,
Mathematics, and Geography. The Lieu-
tenant Governor underscored that science
thrives on interconnectedness, and these
courses will nurture students as holistic re-
searchers capable of addressing complex

"The study of climate change is not lim-
ited only to environmental science. Chem-
istry, physics, mathematics, geography
and others play an equally important role.
If we provide our students with a broader
perspective from the very beginning, they
will not become specialists in just one sub-
ject, but will emerge as researchers and
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Migrant worker killed, another
injured in terror attack

SRINAGAR, JUL 31:
Terrorists today fired at
two non-local brick kiln
workers at Kelam in Kul-
gam district of the valley,
killing one of them and
causing critical injuries to
the other.

This was the second ter-
ror attack in south Kashmir
in the last two weeks de-
spite a high security alert.

Officials said terrorists
opened fire on non-local
labourers at a brick kiln in
Kelam village in the
evening, injuring both of
them. Thereafter, they fled
the spot.

One of them succumbed
to his injuries before he

could be taken to hospital
for hospital, officials said
and added that the other
was admitted to the gov-
ernment medical college &
hospital, Anantnag. How-
ever, following deteriorat-
ing in his condition, he was
later referred to a Srinagar
hospital for advanced treat-
ment.

The dead was identified
as Deepak of Chhattisgarh
and the injured as Bhupin-
der.

Security forces reached
the spot soon after the inci-
dent and launched a mas-
sive operation which was
continuing when reports
last came in late this

evening. The forces, how-
ever, were yet to find any
trace of the escaped terror-
ists, officials said.

Today's attack was the
second in South Kashmir in
July.

Earlier, on July 22, ter-
rorists had shot dead a po-
liceman at Lal Chowk in
Anantnag district. The cop
was deployed on Amarnath
Yatra duty when he was
targeted by the terrorists.

On April 22, 2025, Pak
terrorists had massacred
25 Hindu holidayers and a
local at Baisaran in the val-
ley's Pahalgam area while
they were enjoying with
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JPC examining bill to remove
PM, CMs gets extension

NEW DELHI, JUL 31:
The joint parliamentary
committee examining the
bill for the removal of the
prime minister and chief
ministers if they are jailed
for 30 straight days on se-
rious charges was on Fri-
day given an extension of
the deadline to submit its
report.

The Lok Sabha passed a
resolution to allow the joint
committee, examining the
Constitution (130th
Amendment) Bill, 2025, to
submit its report by the
first day of the last week of
the Winter Session.

The Winter Session of
Parliament usually com-
mences in the last week of
November and ends ahead
of Christmas.

The panel chaired by BJP
MP Aparajita Sarangi had
recently postponed adopt-
ing its draft report, saying
that its members felt fur-
ther consultations were
needed.

The committee is review-
ing the proposed law to re-
move a prime minister,
chief minister, or ministers
if they are jailed for 30 con-
secutive days on serious
charges.

The joint committee on
the Constitution (130th
Amendment) Bill, the
Jammu and Kashmir Reor-
ganisation (Amendment)
Bill, and the Government
of Union Territories
(Amendment) Bill had ear-
lier this month decided to
invite the political parties
that boycotted the panel.

Several opposition par-
ties have stayed away from
the committee, contending
that the Bills violate the
fundamental principle of
law of a person being pre-
sumed innocent until
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Kavinder expresses grief over
demise of Gen VN Sharma

SHIMLA, JUL 31: Himachal Pradesh
Governor Kavinder Gupta today expressed
profound grief over the demise of former
Chief of Army Staff (COAS), Gen V N
Sharma, who passed away at the age of 97.

Gen Sharma, the 14th Chief of Army Staff,
served as the head of the Indian Army from
1988 t0 1990. A highly respected military
leader, he played a pivotal role in strengthen-
ing the nation's defence preparedness and
left behind alegacy of exemplary leadership,
professionalism and selfless service to the

country.

The governor said with pride that Gen
Sharma's roots remained firmly embedded
in Himachal Pradesh. The Sharma family
hailed from Dadh village in Kangra district,
a region renowned for its rich military tra-
dition and unwavering contribution to the

armed forces.

come.

Despite spending decades in national ser-
vice, Gen Sharma maintained a deep con-
nection with his ancestral village and had
recently travelled from Dadh to his resi-
dencein Delhi's Defence Colony.

Describing his demise as the end of an era,
Gupta said that Himachal Pradesh had lost
one of its finest soldier-statesmen whose
distinguished service, integrity and patrio-
tism would continue to inspire generations to

He said Gen Sharma's unwavering com-

mitment to safeguarding the sovereignty

pride.

and integrity of the nation earned him the
respect and admiration of the armed forces
and citizens alike. His invaluable contribu-
tion to strengthening the Indian Army will al-
ways be remembered with gratitude and
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