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Javid Dar chairs 45th AGM of JKHPMC; reviews
Corporation's performance, future roadmap

HIMALAYAN MAIL NEWS
JAMMU, JULY 27

Minister for Agriculture
Production, Rural Devel-
opment and Panchayati
Raj, Cooperatives and Elec-
tion Department, Javid Ah-
mad Dar, today chaired the
45th Annual General Meet-
ing (AGM) of the Jammu
and Kashmir Horticultural
Produce, Marketing and
Processing Corporation
(JKHPMC) at the Civil Sec-
retariat, here.

The Annual General
Meeting unanimously
adopted the audited ac-
counts of the Corporation
for the financial years
2019-201t02023-24.

Addressing the meeting,
the Minister underscored
the pivotal role of JKHPMC
in strengthening the horti-
culture value chain and cre-
ating better marketing op-
portunities for the growers.
He directed the Managing
Director to institutionalize
biannual review meetings
toregularly assess the Cor-
poration's performance,
monitor implementation of
decisions and formulate a
forward-looking strategy
for sustainable growth.

Javid Dar stressed the
need to identify new areas
of expansion and innova-
tion in agricultural and
horticultural marketing,
processing and value addi-
tion so that the farmers re-
ceive better returns for
their produce. He called
upon the Corporation to
adoptaresult-oriented ap-

proach and align its activi-
ties with the evolving needs
of the farming community.

The Minister directed the
officers to undertake a
comprehensive assessment
of all Corporation assets
and ensure their proper
maintenance, effective
monitoring and optimum
utilisation.

He said that efficient as-
set management and
timely execution of devel-
opment projects would sig-
nificantly enhance the Cor-

poration's  operational
capacity and financial sus-
tainability.

Reaffirming the govern-
ment's commitment to the
holistic development of the
agriculture and horticul-
ture sectors, the Minister
said that JKHPMC has a vi-
tal role in promoting post-

harvest management
value addition, market
linkages and processing in-
frastructure. This would
immensely contribute to-
wards higher farm incomes
and sustainable rural eco-
nomic growth in Jammu
and Kashmir, he added.
The meeting was at-
tended by Additional Chief
Secretary, Agriculture Pro-
duction Department, Dr.
Ashish Chandra Verma;
Managing Director, JKH-
PMC, Mohammad Farooq
Dar; Shareholders of the
Corporation; members of
the Board of Directors and
senior officers of JKHPMC.
Earlier, the Managing Di-
rector made a detailed pre-
sentation highlighting the
Corporation's perfor-
mance, achievements, fi-
nancial position and key

initiatives undertaken dur-
ing the review meeting. He
also apprised the meeting
of the status of statutory
audits, progress made in
clearing the backlog of au-
dited accounts and the
roadmap for completing

the remaining audit
process within the stipu-
lated timeline.

The meeting held com-
prehensive deliberations
on a wide range of issues,
including the Corporation's
financial management, op-
erational performance, im-
plementation of projects
under CAPEX and
NABARD, infrastructure
development, marketing
initiatives and strategies to
strengthen the Corpora-
tion'srole in supporting the
horticulture sector across
Jammu and Kashmir.

Preparations for Independence Day
Celebrations 2026 rewewed at Sumbal

HIMALAYAN MAIL NEWS
JAMMU, JULY 27

Sub-Divisional Magis-
trate (SDM) Sumbal, Mur-
taza Ahmad Sheikh, on
Monday chaired a meeting
of officers to review prepa-
rations for the smooth and
successful celebration of
the forthcoming Indepen-
dence Day 2026 across the
Sub-Division.

The meeting held acom-
prehensive review of the
arrangements to be put in
place for the national event.
Detailed discussions were
held regarding the venue,
seating arrangements, in-
vitation of dignitaries, flag
hoisting ceremony, partici-
pation of contingents, band
performances, cultural
programmes, illumination
of government buildings,
medical facilities, fire and
emergency services, floral
decorations, sanitation,
drinking water supply,
Electricity supply and

transportaion facilities.

The SDM directed the
concerned departments to
ensure that all arrange-
ments are completed well
inadvance and in a coordi-
nated manner. He stressed
the importance of main-
taining the dignity and
solemnity of the national
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celebrations while ensuring
the convenience and safety
of participants and the gen-
eral public.

Regarding cultural pro-
grammes, the SDM in-
structed the concerned
committee to closely moni-
tor rehearsals and ensure
quality performances re-

flecting the spirit of patrio-
tism and national integra-
tion. He also directed the
Education Department and
other concerned agencies
to introduce more students
in contingents, bands and
cultural items so as to en-
courage wider participa-
tion of youth in the celebra-
tions.

The meeting also re-
viewed arrangements for
parade contingents and di-
rected the concerned de-
partments to ensure timely
rehearsals and proper co-
ordination among all par-
ticipating teams.

The meeting was at-
tended by Tehsildar Sum-
bal, Syed Shabbar Sarwar;
Block Development Offi-
cers, Executive Engineers,
officers of various line de-
partments, who briefed the
chair regarding the status
of preparations and as-
sured timely completion of
all assigned responsibili-
ties.

CM Omar meets public representatives,
industry leaders at Raabita

SRINAGAR, JULY 27:
Chief Minister Omar Ab-
dullah today met public
representatives, entrepre-
neurs and industry leaders
at Raabita here, holding
discussions on arange of is-
sues concerning public wel-
fare, economic growth, en-
trepreneurship, trade and
skill development.

Former MLA Dr.
Chaman Lal Bhagat called
on the Chief Minister and
discussed key issues per-
tainingto hisarea.

Founder and CEO of
YourStory and The Bharat
Project, Shradha Sharma,
met the Chief Minister to
deliberate on Jammu and
Kashmir’s startup and en-
trepreneurship ecosystem,
innovation-driven initia-
tives and the Government’s
efforts to promote inclusive
economic growth.

President, Jammu Cham-
ber of Commerce and In-
dustry, Arun Gupta, also
called on the Chief Minister
and discussed issues con-
cerning trade, commerce

CEO, Infinitech Services
and Solutions, Saiyed
Owais Ahmad, met the
Chief Minister and dis-
cussed proposals for imple-
menting industry-led skill
development and higher

and industrial development
in Jammu and Kashmir.
Managing Director and

educatlon initiatives in
Jammu and Kashmir
through partnerships with
leading global technology
companies.

The Chief Minister as-
sured the visiting public
representatives and indus-
try leaders that the Govern-
ment remains committed to
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fostering inclusive develop-
ment, strengthening entre-
preneurship and industry,
promoting trade and com-
merce, and expanding em-
ployment and skill develop-
ment opportunities for the
youth of Jammu and Kash-
mir through collaborative
partnerships.

Chief Secy Inaugurates 'CSC Digital
Excellence Centres' across dlstrlcts

HIMALAYAN MAIL NEWS
JAMMU, JULY 27

Chief Secretary, Atal Dul-
loo, today in a review meet-
ing assessed the perfor-
mance of  Common
Services Centres (CSCs)
across Jammu and Kash-
mir and discussed mea-
sures for leveraging the ex-
tensive CSC network to
strengthen citizen-centric
governance by taking public
services to the doorsteps of
the people.

Besides the ACS Finance
and Commissioner Secre-
tary, IT the meeting was
also attended by the con-
cerned Administrative Sec-
retaries; CEO, JaKeGA and
many senior officers of the
IT Department.Deputy
Commissioners attended
the meeting through video
conferencing.

At the outset, the Chief
Secretary e-inaugurated 12
CSC Digital Excellence
Centres for e-Governance
established in Anantnag,
Ganderbal, Kupwara, Pul-
wama, Shopian, Srinagar,
Kathua, Jammu, Reasi,
Kulgam, Ramban and
Sambadistricts.

These centres have been
conceived as dedicated
hubs for promoting digital
governance, enhancing the
capacity of Village Level
Entrepreneurs (VLEs), im-
proving digital literacy and
facilitating seamless deliv-
ery of Government-to-Cit-
izen (G2C) services.

The centres are expected
to serve as focal points for
awareness  generation,
adoption of emerging digi-
tal platforms and effective
implementation of flagship
Government programmes,
thereby strengthening last-
mile governance across the
UT. Emphasising the trans-
formative role of CSCs in
public service delivery, the
Chief Secretary observed
that the vast network of
over 15,500 active CSCs has
the potential to become the
backbone of grassroots dig-
ital governance in Jammu
and Kashmir. He stressed
that this network should be
optimally leveraged to en-
sure that every citizen, irre-
spective of geographical lo-
cation, has timely access to
Government services at or
near their doorstep.

The Chief Secretary took
this occasion to direct the
Revenue Department,

Deputy Commissioners
and the CSC SPV to jointly
work out an acceptable op-
erational framework for
undertaking the digital
crop survey through CSCs.
He observed that the exten-
sive CSC network could en-
sure completion of the ex-
ercise in a time-bound
manner and advised them
to keep September dead-
line in focus for achieving
this milestone.

He maintained that
timely completion of the
exercise would be a major
step towards making
Jammu and Kashmir eligi-
ble for the incentives under
the AgriStack programme.

The Chief Secretary fur-
ther instructed the Divi-
sional Commissioners,
Deputy Commissioners,
Revenue Department to
prepare a detailed roadmap
for completion of the cre-
ation of Farmer IDs under
AgriStack by 15 August,
asking the districtadminis-
trations to accord the high-
est priority to these initia-
tives.

He also directed that
CSCsshould assume the re-
sponsibility of BharatNet
Udyamis at the Panchayat
level under the amended
BharatNet Programme to
further strengthen digital
connectivity and service
delivery inrural areas.

Calling for expansion of
services being delivered
through CSCs, the Chief
Secretary instructed the In-
formation Technology De-
partment and CSC SPV to
integrate additional Gov-
ernment services over and
above the existing 350 ser-
vices already available on
the platform.

He laid particular em-
phasis on expediting inte-
gration of the Labour De-
partment services, Single
Window System, YUVA ini-
tiative, JKCIP, SEHAT, be-

sides ensuring seamless
onboarding of all pending
citizen-centric services.

The Chief Secretary also
directed the concerned de-
partments to integrate key
digital platforms and initia-
tives including Ayushman
Bharat Digital Mission
(ABDM), SEHAT, Unified
Lending Interface (ULI),
DigiLocker, and GST Re-
turn Filing with the CSC
ecosystem so that citizens
can access a comprehen-
sive bouquet of public ser-
vices from a single digital
interface.

Highlighting the poten-
tial of CSCs in strengthen-
ing financial inclusion, the
Chief Secretary asked the
stakeholders to explore
their engagement as Direct
Selling Agents (DSAs) for
J&K Bank and utilise the
network for expanding ser-
vices under the Unified
Lending Interface (ULI).

Earlier, Commissioner
Secretary, Information
Technology Department,
Saurabh Bhagat, presented
an overview of the objec-
tives, functioning and
achievements of CSCs
across the Union Territory.
He informed the meeting
that CSCs have signifi-
cantly strengthened the
digital service delivery
ecosystem through a net-
work of more than 15,500
active centres, facilitating
lakhs of citizen-centric
transactions during FY
2025-26 under Aadhaar
services, AEPS, G2C and
B2C services, banking, in-
surance, education, tele-
law, doorstep delivery and
digital payment services,
thereby ensuring last-mile
access to Government ser-
viceseven in remote areas.

He further informed that
CSCs have played a pivotal
role in implementing flag-
ship welfare schemes by fa-
cilitating enrolments under

PM
Kisan, PM Vishwakarma,
PM Surya Ghar, e-Shram,

Ayushmn Bharat,

Pradhan Mantri Shram
Yogi Maandhan (PMSYM),
PM Fasal Bima Yojana
(PMFBY), National Schol-
arship Portal (NSP) and
several other Central Gov-
ernment initiatives, en-
abling timely delivery of
benefits to eligible benefi-
ciaries across the Union
Territory.

The J&K Head, CSC SPV,
Faizan Manzoor presented
the Action Taken Report
(ATR) on the decisions
taken during the previous
review meeting. He in-
formed that several action
points had been success-
fully implemented, includ-
ing capacity building pro-
grammes for Village Level
Entrepreneurs  (VLEs),
promotion of DigiLocker,
operationalisation of the
CSC grievance redressal
mechanism, integration of
Jansugam services and
streamlining of Ayushman
Bharat registrations.

About the status of re-
maining Digital Excellence
Centres, it was assured that
strict timelines had been
fixed for making the cen-
tres fully operational. It
was revealed that the cen-
tres at Baramulla, Budgam,
Bandipora, Doda, Kisht-
war, Udhampur and
Poonch are going to be
made functional within the
next month. The meeting
was further informed that
work is underway for inte-
gration of additional Gov-
ernment services with the
CSC platform, onboarding
of electricity bill payment
services, expansion of CSC
touch points, integration of
JKBOCW services, imple-
mentation of the Single
Window System, farmer
registration and several
other citizen-centric initia-
tives.

DC Kulgam reviews arrangements for
Independence Day celebrations

HIMALAYAN MAIL NEWS
JAMMU, JULY 27

Deputy Commissioner
(DC) Kulgam, Shahzad
Alam, today chaired a
meeting of officers of dis-
trict administration, Kul-
gam to review the arrange-
ments for the smooth and
successful celebration of
79th Independence Day
2026 across the district.

During the meeting, the
Deputy Commissioner un-
dertook a comprehensive
review of all preparations
and finalized the District
Police Lines (DPL), Kul-
gam, as the main venue for
the district-level function.
The National Flag will be
hoisted by the Chief Guest,
followed by march past.

A detailed deliberation
was held on all aspects of
the event, including secu-

r|ty arrangements, traffic -

management, seating
plans, Full Dress Re-
hearsal, venue decoration
& branding, cultural pro-
grammes, public address

system uninterrupted
power and drinking water
supply, transportation,
sanitation, illumination,
medical facilities, parking
management, and other lo-

gistical arrangements to
ensure the successful con-
duct of the celebrations.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner assigned specific re-
sponsibilities to the depart-
ments and directed them to
put in place comprehen-
sive, foolproof, and well-
coordinated arrangements
well in advance. He empha-
sized the importance of
close inter-departmental
coordination and timely
execution of all assigned
tasks to ensure that the na-
tional celebration is con-
ducted in a befitting, digni-
fied, and grand manner.

Besides the district level
function, the sub divi-
sional, block and institu-
tional level functions shall
also be held across the dis-
trict to mark the celebra-
tion of 79th Independence
Day.

Court of Adjudication acts tough on food safety violators

SHOPIAN, JULY 27:
The Court of adjudica-
tion under the Food
Safety and Standards
Act was convened to-
day by the Adjudicating
Officer (Additional
Deputy Commissioner)
Shopian, Dr. Zakir
Hussain Faaz during
which 12 cases related
to violations of food
safety norms were dis-

posed of.

During the proceedings,
atotal penalty of Rs 62,000
was imposed on food busi-
ness operators found sell-
ing substandard milk and
edible oil, besides commit-
ting other violations under
the Food Safety and Stan-
dards Act.

The ADC emphasized
that there will be zero toler-
ance for the sale of substan-

dard and unsafe food
items, warning that strict
legal action, including hefty
penalties, will be taken
against anyone found vio-
lating food safety regula-
tions. The Court directed
the Food Safety Depart-
ment to continue intensive
market inspections across
the district to ensure the
availability of safe and
quality food products for

consumers. Food business
operators were instructed
to strictly adhere to pre-
scribed food safety stan-
dards, failing which strin-
gentaction will follow.

The District Administra-
tion reiterated its commit-
ment for safeguarding pub-
lic health through regular
market checking drives and
strict enforcement of food
safety laws.



