
"Nothing Less Than Pradhan's Resignation": CJP's Abhijeet 
Dipke Sets Terms Ahead Of Talks With Govt

ASCEND J&K 2026 concludes on a high note; two 
startups secure funding, investment commitments
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The Jammu-Srinagar
national highway was this
evening thrown open to
vehicular traffic after
remaining closed for
three days due to rain-
triggered landslides and
shooting stones at multi-
ple places.
Relentless rains, cloud-
bursts and flash floods
over the past six days
have claimed 26 lives in
Jammu region, while six
persons were still missing
in Poonch & Rajouri dis-
tricts.
Officials said the high-
way, which was blocked
at Deohal bridge, Samroli
& Jakhani due to land

NH reopens
after 3 days

DGP Nalin Prabhat
today conducted a compre-
hensive review of security
and operational prepared-
ness along the faultlines in
Central Kashmir.

During the visit, senior
officers assessed the pre

DGP reviews
search operations

along faultlines

The government has
issued the roster of minis-
ters who would remain
available at the civil secre-
tariat here in August.
As per an order, deputy
CM Surinder Kumar
Choudhary will remain
available at the civil secre-
tariat here from August 3
to 7, and Sakina Itoo,
minister for health &
medical education, school
education, higher educa

Govt issues
August roster
for ministers

NEW DELHI, Jul 24:
President Draupadi Murmu
today accepted the resigna-
tion of Union Minister of
State for Railways and Food
Processing Industries
Ravneet Singh Bittu.

On the advice of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
the President accepted the
resignation of Bittu from
the Union Council of Minis
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LG Manoj Sinha today
visited the family of Head
Constable Ashiq Hussain
Qureshi, who was martyred
in a terror attack at Lal
Choak, Anantnag, on July
22 at Lalpora, Beerwah, in
Budgam district of the val-
ley.

NEW DELHI, JUL 24:
The Supreme Court today
barred posting, reposting or
uploading of audio-video
recordings of court pro-
ceedings on social media
and other digital platforms
without prior permission of
the concerned secretary
general of the apex court or
the registrar generals of the
high courts.

A bench of Chief Justice
Surya Kant and Justices
Joymalya Bagchi and V Mo-
hana also sought responses
from the Centre and others
on a plea raising the misuse
of live-streaming and circu-
lation of videos of court pro

SHIMLA, JUL 24:
Thirteen people, including
a six-month-old infant,
were killed while two others
had a narrow escape after
massive boulders from a
nearby hill suddenly fell on a
moving taxi on Udaipur-
Pangi road in Himachal
Pradesh's Lahaul &Spiti to-
day.

Fifteen people were in the
SUV, which was on its way
from Kullu to Killar when
large boulders suddenly
crashed onto the vehicle
near Kadu nallah, com-
pletely crushing it. Follow
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The holy Shri Amarnathji
Yatra, which remained sus-
pended for six days due to
inclement weather, was
likely to resume from Satur-
day.

Officials said prepara-
tions were underway for the
resumption of the pilgrim-
age, following an improve-
ment in weather conditions.

The authorities con-
cerned reviewed the situa-
tion after the weather im-
proved and restoration
work on the track was com-
pleted, officials said.

However, pilgrims were
advised to adhere to the di-
rections issued by the ad-
ministration and security
agencies and undertake the
yatra only as per the sched-
uled arrangements.

The administration had
on July 18 announced to
temporarily halt yatra from
July 19 in view of the
weather department's fore-
cast of heavy-to-heavy rains
in J&K.

On July 18, a batch of
3,632 pilgrims had left the
Bhagwati Nagar base camp
here for the twin base
camps in the valley for pil-
grimage to the holy cave
shrine of Baba Amarnathji

in South Kashmir Hi-
malayas.

The ongoing Amarnathji
Yatra has set a new record,
crossing the 3.5 lakh mark
in just 15 days.

The yatra was temporar-
ily suspended from both Pa-
halgam and Baltal routes
from July 19 in view of the
adverse weather forecast.

The 57-day pilgrimage to
the cave shrine was offi-
cially flagged off by LG
Manoj Sinha on July 2
morning from Bhagwati
Nagar base camp here si-
multaneously for the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pa-
halgam route in Anantnag 

NEW DELHI, JUL24:
The Ministry of External Af-
fairs (MEA) on Friday ac-
cused China of infringing
upon India's sovereignty,
asserting that Beijing is "ille-
gally occupying" Indian ter-
ritories in Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh, while
raising firm objections
against Chinese projects in
these regions.

"New Delhi has consis-
tently raised sovereignty
concerns with Beijing,"
MEA spokesperson Rand-
hir Jaiswal said while ad-
dressing a weekly press
briefing here. He also un-
derlined India's consistent
position regarding territorial
integrity.

"When it comes to sover-
eignty issues, it is actually
India that should be and is
raising them. India does not
violate China's sovereignty
in any manner and has been
consistent," Jaiswal stated.

He further pointed to Bei-
jing's ongoing illegal pres-
ence and unilateral infra-
structure initiatives in
Indian territory.

"But China has been in il-
legal occupation of Indian
territories in Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh since
1963, where India's right is
officially acknowledged
even by China. There are
Chinese projects on territo-
ries in Jammu and Kashmir
that belong to India, and we

object to that," Jaiswal
added.

The strong statements
from New Delhi came a day
after External Affairs Min-
ister S Jaishankar held dis-
cussions with his Chinese
counterpart Wang Yi on the
sidelines of the ASEAN
summit in Manila.

According to a readout re-
leased by the Chinese for-
eign ministry, Wang as-
serted that previous
bilateral engagements be-
tween Chinese President Xi
Jinping and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in Kazan
and Tianjin had "guided
China-India relations onto
the right track of improve

NEW DELHI, JUL 2:
In a major crackdown amid
the controversy over paper
leaks, the National Testing
Agency (NTA) has termi-
nated 47 officials from ser-
vice, noting that legal and
criminal actions would also
be taken against some of
these officials.

According to sources, the
steps were part of a com-
plete overhaul of NTA that
was in controversy over pa-
per leaks.

The move is the sixth big
decision of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, who has
said that those who try to
harm the future of our
youth will not be spared.

NTA holds the NEET-UG
exam for which a retest was
done in June this year after
the paper led to cancellation
of the test done in May this
year.

There has been a long

protest by students in the
national capital over the pa-
per leaks. Opposition par-
ties are also supporting the
protesters over their de-
mands.

The 47 employees were
sacked a day after Higher
Education Secretary Vineet
Joshi was shunted out to
the Panchayati Raj Min-
istry.

Outrage surrounding pa-
per leaks and the CBSE dig-
ital evaluation glitches has
triggered a series of shunt-
ing of top officials.

The agency has faced in-
tense scrutiny following alle-
gations surrounding the
NEET examination and
growing calls for reforms to
improve transparency and
security.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had on Thursday
evening emphasised that
nothing was more impor-

tant than the welfare and fu-
ture of the youth.

He stated that the govern-
ment had decided to set up
fast-track courts to ensure
swift and stringent punish-
ment for those involved in
paper leaks.

PM Modi noted in a post
on X that he had directed
the concerned authorities
and officials to take all nec-
essary steps in this regard,
adding that this continues a
series of measures aimed at
safeguarding the interests
of students.

The Prime Minister as-
serted that those who try to
harm the future of the youth
will not be spared.

In a related move, the Ed-
ucation Department has got
two new secretaries.

Naresh Pal Gangwar has
been appointed as Secretary
of the Department of 

NEW DELHI, JUL 24:
Directorate of Enforcement
(ED), Jammu Sub-Zonal
Office, conducted search
operations under the provi-
sions of the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA), 2002 at nine loca-
tions in Punjab and Jammu
&Kasmir near Line of Con-
trol (LoC) in connection
with an ongoing money
laundering investigation re-
lating to a narco-tenor
funding case, involving
cases registered by J&K po-
lice and Punjab police.

According to officials, the
investigation revealed a
well-organised and multi-

layered narco-terror fund-
ing network operating be-
tween J&K and the neigh-
bouring Punjab, involving
Punjab-based handlers in-
cluding Satnam Singh and
Manjit Singh alias Maan,
and Kupwara, Kashmir
(near LoC) based operatives
including Safeer Ahmed
and Kateel Ahmed.

Heroin consignments
were smuggled from Pak-
istan through Pakistan
based handlers linked with
terrorist organization,
Hizbul Mujahideen, who
coordinated with Kashmir-
based accused including
Safeer Ahmed and Kafeel

Ahmed for smuggling
heroin through the Amrohi
border/LoC adjoining areas
into India, in one instance,
35 packets of heroin wars
retrieved out of which five
packets were
distributed/retained locally
and 30 packets were con-
cealed in a truck tyre for
transportation to Srinagar.

Officials said the consign-
ment was delivered in Sri-
nagar to Punjab-based carri-
ers Sarabjeet Singh and
Honey Baara, who were
later intercepted at Banthal
in September 2023 with 30
packets weighing about 31 

NEW DELHI, JUL 24:
Lok Sabha proceedings
were washed out for the
fifth day in a row today as
the opposition stuck to its
demand for Education Min-
ister Dharmendra Prad-
han's resignation, while the
government said any excuse
to not let a debate take place
on the NEET paper leak is-
sue would send a wrong sig-
nal to the country.

When the House met at
12 noon after an earlier ad-
journment, Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju
pointed to the Leader of the
Opposition Rahul Gandhi
and said the government
had repeatedly reached out

to opposition parties to let
debate on the paper leak
take place in Parliament.

He said while several op-
position MPs were of the
view that debate should
take place, Gandhi should
make his party members
understand the need for a
discussion.

He said making excuses
and attaching pre-condi-

tions before a debate will
send a wrong message to
the country.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had also assured of a
stringent law on paper leaks
and holding trial of the ac-
cused in fast-track courts,
he said, while also noting
that activist Sonam
Wangchuk has ended his
hunger strike.

He said the Union Cabi-
net will take a decision on
the proposed law on Friday.

However, the Congress
and other opposition par-
ties continued to insist on
resignation of Pradhan and
shouted slogans like "Istifa 

WASHINGTON, JUL
24: The US has imposed 10
pc tariffs on goods pur-
chased from India and 16
other countries over the is-
sue of the use of forced
labour in the production of
such items.

USTrade Representative
Jamieson Greer announced
the new tariffs on 60 coun-
tries under Section 301 of
the Trade Act on Friday
(July 24, 2026), a day be-
fore the expiration of 10 pc
additional levies on all
countries.

The USTR statement said
that Mr. Greer had taken
the final action, at President
Donald Trump's direction,

under Section 301 of the
Trade Act of 1974 by impos-
ing tariffs on 60 economies
for their failure to impose
and effectively enforce a
prohibition on the importa-
tion of goods produced with
forced labour.

The action will begin to
correct what is both a hu-
man rights abuse and a dis-
tortive trade practice to im-
prove the welfare of workers
everywhere," Greer said in
a statement here.

The 10 pc tariff rate ap-
plies to 17 countries, includ-
ing India, Canada, the UK,
Bangladesh and Pakistan.
Earlier, India was bracketed
in countries attracting 12.5

pc tariffs.
A Federal Note in this re-

gard took note of India's
adoption of a forced labour
import prohibition after the
unveiling of the proposed
tariffs in June.

On June 14, India
amended its foreign trade
policy to prohibit the import
of goods produced using
forced labour.

The Trump administra-
tion had initiated the two
investigations after the U.S.
Supreme Court, in Febru-
ary, dismissed last year's
"reciprocal tariffs" using
emergency powers as ille-
gal. The administration re

US imposes 10 pc tariff on Indian 
imports over forced labour concerns

SC bars
uploading court
proceedings on

social media

Union Minister
Ravneet 

Bittu resigns

Amarnath Yatra likely to
resume as weather improves

13 killed as
falling

boulders crush
cab in HP

Not holding debate on NEET will
send wrong message: Rijiju

India accuses China of illegally occupying
Indian territories in J&K, Ladakh

Sinha visits
family of

martyred cop ED searches 9 locations in J&K,
Punjab; freezes Rs 49.9 lakh

In major crackdown, NTA
terminates 47 officials

NEW DELHI, JUL 24:
The Union Cabinet to-
day approved a draft
bill proposing stricter
punishments for those
involved in examina-
tion paper leaks, hours
after Prime Minister
Narendra Modi made
an announcement.

The proposed legislation,
aimed at strengthening the
legal framework against
exam-related fraud, is ex-
pected to be introduced in
Parliament next week.

The cabinet meeting
chaired by the prime minis-
ter at the Parliament House
complex approved the draft
bill to hand stricter punish-
ments to those involved in
paper leaks than the exist-
ing laws, sources said.

Under the proposed
amendments, the govern-
ment plans to significantly
tighten punishments for pa-
per leak offences. The draft

Bill provides for a maxi-
mum prison term of 10
years and a fine of up to Rs
10 crore for those found
guilty of leaking examina-
tion papers. It also seeks to
raise the minimum impris-
onment from three years to
five years, strengthening the
existing provisions under
the Public Examinations
(Prevention of Unfair
Means) Act, 2024.

The move comes a day af-
ter Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi announced that
the Cabinet would consider
stronger legal measures to
tackle paper leaks, saying
the government was com-
mitted to protecting the fu-
ture of students.

The proposed law is also
expected to provide for
faster prosecution of of-
fenders through dedicated
mechanisms, including
fast-track courts.

The proposal comes amid

a political storm over the al-
leged NEET paper leak and
repeated disruptions in Par-
liament, with the Opposi-
tion demanding account-
ability and a discussion on
examination irregularities.

The move also comes
amid Cockroach Janta
Party emergence as a youth-
led movement after alleged
paper leaks in major com-
petitive examinations, par-
ticularly NEET, and later
expanded its demands to
include accountability for
examination irregularities
and resignation of the
Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan.

The fresh legislation
builds on the Public Exami-
nations (Prevention of Un-
fair Means) Act, 2024,
which was notified in June
2024 in the wake of the al-
leged NEET-UG and UGC-
NET paper leak controver-
sies. While the existing law

prescribes imprisonment of
three to 10 years depending
on the offence and a mini-
mum fine of Rs 1 crore for
organised examination
fraud, the proposed amend-
ments seek to make the law
more stringent by increas-
ing the minimum punish-
ment for paper leak offences
and raising the maximum
fine to Rs 10 cr.

Before the 2024 law,
there was no dedicated cen-
tral legislation dealing
specifically with unfair
means and organised of-
fences in public examina-
tions.

The existing Act makes
offences related to organ-
ised paper leaks cognizable,
non-bailable and non-com-
poundable. It prescribes
imprisonment ranging
from three to 10 years, de-
pending on the offence,
with organised crime at

Union Cabinet clears bill for tougher
punishment in paper leak cases

10 years jail, Rs 10 cr fine
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Himachal Pradesh Gov-
ernor Kavinder Gupta today
said that the 51 Shakti
Peeths are not merely cen-
tres of religious faith but en-
during symbols of India's
spiritual heritage, cultural
continuity and national
unity. 

He emphasised the need
for scientific research, sys-
tematic documentation and
global promotion of India's
rich Shakti tradition.

"Shakti Peeths reflect In-
dia's timeless civilisational
ethos and have strength-

ened the country's cultural
unity for centuries," he said
while addressing the inau-
gural session of four-day
national seminar "Shakti
Mimansa" on the theme "51
Shakti Peeths: Spiritual Pil-
lars of India's Heritage".

The event was jointly or-

ganised by Central Sanskrit
University, Shri Maharaja
Ranbir Singh Campus,
Jammu, and Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi Shrine Board
at SMVDU, Katra.

"Shakti is not merely an
object of worship; it is the 

Shakti Peeths spiritual pillars of
India's cultural heritage: Kavinder
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The government has ap-
proved the augmentation of
grid station at Kathua by en-
hancing its capacity from
3×50 MVA to 4×50 MVA,
along with the execution of
allied infrastructure work-
sat an estimated cost of Rs
15.22 cr.

The project is aimed at
strengthening the power
transmission network in the
region to meet the growing
electricity demand and en-
sure a more robust and reli-
able power infrastructure.

The augmentation will
significantly improve the re

Rs 15.22 cr approved
for augmentation of
Kathua Grid Station
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Overhaul amid paper leak row

Narco-terror funding case

LS adjourned till Monday
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