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Amid incessant rains, CM Omar
continues high-level reviews to
mtensﬂy rellef restoration efforts

HIMALAYAN MAILNEWS
JAMMU, JULY 22

Chief Minister, Omar Ab-
dullah today chaired an-
other review meeting at
Civil Secretariat here to re-
view the restoration works,
relief measures and overall
flood preparedness across
Jammu & Kashmir that has
arisen due to incessant
rains and flash floods.

The meeting was at-
tended by Minister for
Health, Education and So-
cial Welfare, Sakeena Itoo,
Chief Secretary Atal Dul-
loo, Administrative Secre-
taries, Divisional Commis-
sioner Kashmir and other
senior officers.

Minister for Jal Shakti,
Forest, Ecology & Environ-
ment and Tribal Affairs,
Javed Ahmed Rana, Minis-
ter for Youth Services &
Sports, Transport, Infor-
mation Technology, Food,
Civil Supplies & Consumer
Affairs, Science & Technol-
ogy, ARI & Trainings,
Satish Sharma, Divisional
Commissioner, Jammu, all
Deputy Commissioners at-
tended the meeting
through Video Conferenc-
ing.

While chairing the meet-
ing, Chief Minister stressed
the need for maintaining a
high state of preparedness
to effectively deal with

flood-like situations arising
from erratic weather pat-
terns.

The Chief Minister em-
phasized the importance of
adopting long-term flood
mitigation measures, not-
ing that recurring flood-
like events necessitate sus-
tained planning and
resilient infrastructure. He
instructed the concerned
departments to take all
necessary steps to min-
imise loss of life and prop-
erty, ensure restoration of
essential services, particu-
larly drinking water and
electricity, within 24 hours,
prioritise vulnerable loca-
tions, and intensify efforts
to trace and retrieve miss-
ing persons.

The Chief Minister di-
rected the Divisional Com-
missioners of Kashmir and
Jammu to undertake an
immediate assessment of
the flood situation and
identify the worst-affected
districts. He further di-
rected that adequate funds,
on the pattern followed
during 2025-26, be placed
at the disposal of the
Deputy Commissioners of
these districts to facilitate
immediate relief, rehabili-
tation and restoration of
damaged infrastructure.

The Chief Minister also
reviewed the rescue and re-
lief operations in the flood-
affected districts of Poonch

and Rajouri. He directed
the district administrations
to ensure that all relief
camps are adequately
equipped with essential
food, drinking water and
medical facilities for the af-
fected population. The
meeting was informed that
joint rescue and relief oper-
ations involving the Civil
Administration, Police,
SDRF, NDRF, Army, BRO
and other line departments
were launched immedi-
ately after the flash floods
and are continuing in the
affected areas.

The Chief Minister di-
rected the concerned offi-
cers to intensify efforts for
the restoration of electric-
ity supply in the worst-af-
fected districts of Poonch
and Rajouri, observing that
the restoration of drinking
water supply schemes is
largely dependent on the
timely restoration of
power. He instructed the
Power Development De-
partment to complete the
restoration works within
the stipulated timeline and
ensure that any remaining
issues are resolved without
delay so that essential pub-
lic services, particularly
water supply, are fully re-
stored at the earliest.

The Chief Minister also
reviewed the district-wise
status of relief disburse-
ment and damage assess-

ment, directing the Deputy
Commissioners to ensure
timely assistance to all af-
fected families in accor-
dance with the prescribed
norms. He also reviewed
the damage to houses, live-
stock, public infrastructure
and agricultural land, and
instructed the concerned
departments to expedite
assessment, restoration
and compensation without
delay.

During the meeting de-
tailed presentation was
made by Divisional Com-
missioners Jammu/Kash-
mir of their respective re-
gions highlighting the flood
preparation and relief mea-
sures undertaken.

The Chief Minister was
informed that the Kashmir
Division has put in place a
comprehensive flood pre-
paredness mechanism,
with all Deputy Commis-
sioners, district adminis-
trations and line depart-
ments on high alert. Rescue
teams, evacuation centres,
emergency equipment and
essential services have
been positioned to ensure a
prompt and coordinated
response to any eventual-
ity.

The meeting was in-
formed that 654 vulnerable
villages with an estimated
7.22 lakh population at risk
have been identified across
the Valley. As a precaution-
ary measure, 1,505 people
from vulnerable areas have
already been shifted to des-
ignated rescue centres,
while evacuation plans re-
main in place for other vul-
nerable locations.

Officials informed that
744 rescue centres, 108
SDRF boats, 25 Army
boats, 98 satellite phones,
102 identified helipads and
adequate emergency re-
sponse funds have been
kept ready to strengthen
rescue and relief opera-
tions.

Anil Kumar inspects landslide-affected NH-44
stretches, reviews restoration works mUdhampur
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Additional Chief Secre-
tary (ACS), Public Works
Department, Anil Kumar
Singh, today conducted an
extensive inspection of the
landslide-affected stretches
of National Highway-44
from  Udhampur to
Chenani to review the dam-
age and the progress of
restoration works.

He was accompanied by
Deputy Commissioner Ud-
hampur, Minga Sherpa,
along with officers from the
Civil Administration, Traf-
fic Police and the National
Highways Authority of In-
dia.

During the visit, the
Deputy  Commissioner
briefed the ACS on the ex-
tent of damage caused by
recent landslides along the
Udhampur-Chenani stretch
of NH-44. He informed
him about the ongoing
restoration, debris clear-

ance and road repair works
being undertaken to re-
store normal traffic move-
ment.

The ACS personally
monitored the situation
and directed the NHAI au-
thorities to expedite
restoration works to ensure
the early clearance of the

e DN
highway and minimize in-

convenience to commuters
and the general public. He
also inspected the Toldi
Bridge site, reviewed the
status of the bridge project.

Emphasising seamless
traffic management, Anil
Kumar directed the Traffic
Police and NHAI to work in

close coordination to main-
tain smooth and uninter-
rupted traffic flow on NH-
44. He instructed the
concerned agencies to re-
move debris and clear all
landslide-affected areas at
the earliest while ensuring
the safety and convenience
of commuters.

Jal Shakti, Estates & Revenue Departments

mourn the passmg of Ramprasad Kabra
i s
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A condolence meeting
was held today at the Civil
Secretariatto mourn the
sad demise of Shri Ram-
prasad Kabra, father of
Shaleen Kabra, Additional
Chief Secretary, Jal Shakti
& Estates Departments and
Financial Commissioner,
Revenue here.

The meeting was co-
chaired by the Director Fi-
nance, Jal Shakti Depart-
ment; Director Estates;
and Special Secretary to the
Government, Jal Shakti
Department.

The solemn gathering
was attended by senior of-
ficers and officials repre-
senting the Jal Shakti De-

partment, Jal Jeevan Mis-
sion (JJM), Estates De-
partment, and the Finan-
cial Commissioner
Revenue (FCR) office.
Prominent among those
present included Mr.
Imtiyaz, Director Planning,
JSD; Mr. Hitesh Gupta,
Additional Secretary, JSD;

DRSO
Mr. Vivek Phonsa, Addi-
tional Secretary, Home De-

partment; and  Mr.
Muneer-ul-Hassan, Addi-
tional Secretary, Law.

Deputy Secretaries, Deputy
Directors, Under Secre-
taries, Assistant Directors,
personnel from the Per-
sonal Section, Section Offi-

cers, and other non-
gazetted staff also attended
the mourning ceremony.

During the meeting, the
participants  expressed
their profound grief and
conveyed heartfelt condo-
lences to the bereaved fam-
ily. They highlighted the
values of the departed soul
and stood in solidarity with
Shri Shaleen Kabra and his
family in this hour of im-
mense grief.

As a mark of respect for
the departed soul, a two-
minute silence was ob-
served by the attendees.
The gathering prayed to the
Almighty to grant eternal
peace to the departed soul
and to bestow strength and
courage upon the bereaved
family to bear this irrepara-
bleloss.

Sakeena conducts extensive tour of South Kashmir, reviews situation following incessant rainfall
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On the directions of Chief
Minister, Omar Abdullah, Min-
ister for Health and Medical
Education, Social Welfare and
Education, Sakeena Itoo today
visited various South Kashmir
districts and took stock of the
prevailing situation following
incessant rainfall.

During her visit, the Minister
chaired separate review meet-
ings at the district headquarters
with the respective Deputy
Commissioners and senior offi-
cers from the line departments
to assess the preparedness and
response measures being un-
dertaken in view of the adverse
weather conditions.

The Minister took a compre-
hensive review of the situation,
including flood preparedness,
functioning of emergency re-
sponse mechanisms, restora-
tion of essential services, avail-
ability of healthcare facilities,
road connectivity, power and
water supply, and arrange-
ments for evacuation and relief,
wherever required.

At Kulgam, the Minister
chaired a comprehensive re-
view meeting to evaluate the
readiness of the District Disaster
Management Authority
(DDMA) for potential weather
induced emergencies.

MLA Devsar, Peerzada Fer-
oze Ahmad Shah; Deputy Com-
missioner Kulgam, Shahzad
Alam,;ADC, Kulgam, Vikar Ah-
mad Giri, Assistant Commis-
sioner Revenue, Assistant Com-
missioner Development and
other district and sectoral offi-
cers of concerned departments
were present in the meeting.

Reviewing the flood protec-
tion and mitigation measures
undertaken by various depart-
ments and agencies, the Minis-
ter directed all concerned offi-
cers to maintain a high level of

preparedness and ensure the
close monitoring of water lev-
els in rivers to effectively re-
spond to any emergency. She
stressed on early identification
of weaker spots and strength-
ening the flood protection and
mitigation measures along the
vulnerable areas of Veshow,
Vethyatru and other streams.

Sakeena Itoo underscored
the need for taking up immedi-
ate flood mitigation works as
well as long term proposals of
flood mitigation in low lying
and vulnerable areas of the dis-
trict.

MLA Devsar also put forth
vital observations and sugges-
tions on the weather conditions
and preparations for flood mit-
igation.

Earlier, Deputy Commis-
sioner Kulgam and ADC, Kul-
gam presented a detailed
overview of the district’s pre-
paredness, highlighting de-
partment-wise  mitigation
strategies and the operational
readiness of relief, rescue, and
rehabilitation mechanisms.

At Shopian, Sakeena Itoo
chaired a review meeting with
the district administration and
concerned officers to take stock
of the prevailing weather con-
ditions and the preparedness of
various departments to deal
with any eventuality at the
Mini-Secretariat.

During the meeting, the Min-
ister reviewed the availability of
essential commodities, the sta-
tus of power and drinking wa-
ter supply, availability of medi-
cines and other emergency
stocks, and the preparedness of
the concerned departments.
She stressed the need to ensure
uninterrupted essential services
and directed officers to remain
vigilant, particularly in vulnera-
ble areas.

The Minister said that the
government is closely monitor-
ing the situation and is commit-

- 'ﬂl
ted to ensurlng the safety and
well-being of the people. She di-
rected all departments to re-
main on high alert, maintain
close coordination and ensure
prompt response in case of any
emergency.

The Minister also urged the
public to follow official advi-
sories, avoid unnecessary travel
to vulnerable locations, and co-
operate with the administration
during the prevailing weather
conditions.

The meeting was attended by
Deputy Commissioner (DC)
Shopian, Shishir Gupta; Addi-
tional District Development
Commissioner, Dr. Nasir
Ahmed Lone, Additional
Deputy Commissioner, Dr. Za-
kir Hussain Faaz, Chief Plan-
ning Officer, Chief Medical Offi-

Shakti and KPDCL, Irrigation,
besides officers from the Rev-
enue, Police, Health, R&B, Mu-
nicipal, Food, Disaster Manage-
ment and other concerned
departments.

At Pulwama, Sakeena Itoo
also chaired a meeting to review
the district’s preparedness for
any flood-like situation in view
of the ongoing rainfall across
Jammu and Kashmir.

MLA Pampore Justice (Retd.)
Hasnain Masoodi; Deputy
Commissioner Pulwama, Dr.
Basharat Qayoom; other senior
officers of Health Department,
Food & Civil Supplies, R&B, Irri-
gation & Flood Control and
KPDCL were present during the
meeting.

During the meeting, the Min-

cer, Executive Engineers of Jal |

ister conducted a comprehen—
sive review of the district’s disas-
ter preparedness, including the
functioning of emergency re-
sponse mechanisms, deploy-
ment of rescue teams, availabil-
ity of rescue equipment,
identification of vulnerable ar-
eas, flood mitigation measures,
status of embankments, dewa-
tering arrangements, stock of
essential commodities, uninter-
rupted drinking water and
power supply, healthcare pre-
paredness, road connectivity,
communication systems and
functioning of designated relief
and rescue centres.

Addressing the officers, Min-
ister Sakeena Itoo said that the
months of July, August and
September remain crucial from
the disaster management per-

spective. She directed all de-
partments to remain in a state
of complete readiness and en-
sure close coordination for an
effective response to any even-
tuality.

The Minister emphasised the
timely identification and relo-
cation of vulnerable families,
particularly nomadic commu-
nities and those living in low-
lying areas, to safer locations
whenever required. She di-
rected the concerned depart-
ments to strengthen vulnerable
embankments, maintain ade-
quate stocks of essential medi-
cines, ensure availability of
doctors and paramedical staff,
keep ambulances and emer-
gency medical teams on
standby and ensure uninter-
rupted healthcare services.

At the outset, Deputy Com-
missioner Pulwama, Dr.
Basharat Qayoom, apprised the
Minister about the overall pre-
paredness of the district. He in-
formed that the District Emer-
gency Operations Centre has
been made operational round
the clock, while Tehsil and
Zonal Level Control Rooms
have also been activated for
prompt response. He added
that weather advisories are be-
ing issued regularly, inter-de-
partmental coordination has
been strengthened and ade-
quate arrangements have been
put in place to ensure uninter-
rupted essential services, in-
cluding power and drinking wa-
ter supply.

Speaking on the occasion,
MLA Pampore Justice (Retd.)
Hasnain Masoodi stressed the
need for strengthening em-
bankments at vulnerable loca-
tions, removing encroachments
along water bodies, improving
drainage infrastructure and en-
suring sustained preventive
measures to minimise future
risks.

Later, at Anantnag, the Minis-

ter held detailed assessment of
disaster related preparations
and availability of essential sup-
plies in the district.

Emphasising on the need for
utmost vigilance, Sakeena Itoo
directed the district administra-
tion to maintain round-the-
clock monitoring of flood-prone
and vulnerable areas and en-
sure timely dissemination of
weather advisories and alerts
among the public. She in-
structed the officers to keep
men and machinery in com-
plete readiness to deal with any
emergency arising due to the
continuing rainfall.

The Minister directed the offi-
cers to shift nomadic families
living near river banks to safer
locations. She stressed that the
safety and well-being of the
people should remain the high-
est priority and asked all de-
partments to work in close co-
ordination for swift response in
case of any eventuality.

She directed that emergency
control rooms should remain
fully functional and adequately
staffed to address public griev-
ances and facilitate immediate
assistance.

She also directed the Jal
Shakti department to rectify
drinking water pipelines in
cloudburst- hit Awoora area
immediately and keep drinking
water through tanker supply
readily available for the local
population.

The Minister also directed the
CMO Anantnag to maintain
duty roster in all hospitals in
letter and spirit, and also keep
ambulances available in all
flood prone areas to deal with
any kind of exigency.

Among others, the meeting
was attended by ACR, CPO, SEs
of PWD, KPDCL & Jal
Shakti/Hydraulics, CMO, CEO,
AD FCS&CA, DD F&ES, DySP
SDRF and other senior officers
of various line departments.
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