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Protesting Students Not Terrorist

Action Must Against Those Responsible
For Assault On Them Rahul

NEW DELHI, JUL 22:
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Wednesday ac-
cused the Modi government
of destroying India’seduca-
tion system and expressed
full support for the protest-
ing students, saying their
demands, including Educa-
tion Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan’s resignation, are
fully legitimate and non-ne-
gotiable.

The protesting students
are not terrorists and are
simply asking for an educa-
tion system that works and is
fair, said Gandhi while also
backing demands for an
apology to students from
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and holding everyone
responsible for the assault on
studentsaccountable.

Addressing apress confer-
ence at the AICC headquar-
ters here, Gandhi alleged
that the education system is
not only rigged, but it is also
unaffordable.

A video of alleged “police
brutality” against students
during Monday’s ‘Sansad
Chalo’ protest was shown at
the start of the press confer-
ence.

Referring to the police ac-
tion, Gandhi said, “The ques-
tion iswhy is this happening
to our students. What have
they done to have security
forces aiming weapons at
them, to be beaten up, to be
thrashed.

“They are protesting
peacefully, asking for what
this country owes them.
They are simply asking as
students in this country- ‘we
deserve an education system
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that is fair’.” Children have
committed suicides, they go
through unlimited stressand
there is a legitimate, very
deep problem in this coun-
try, the Leader of Opposition
in the Lok Sabha said.

He claimed 152 paper
leaks have taken place in the
lastdecade.

“Every month lakhs of stu-
dents are told that all the
stress you went through, you
will have to undergo itagain
and ‘we don’'t give adamn’,”
Gandhi said.

He further said that 7.5
crore students were affected
by the breakdown of the edu-
cation system.

“There have been zero con-
victions despite 152 paper
leaks,” he said.

“Agroup of people are de-
stroying our education sys-
tem and the lives of our stu-
dents,” he said.

Annual exam expense of
familiesis Rs 1.32 lakhcrore,
which is nearly equal to the

education budget of Rs 1.4

lakh crore, Gandhi claimed.

“This is pure theft from
these families, and after you
steal from them you tell them
the paper is leaked,” he said,
hitting out at the govern-
ment.

The second reason why
students are protesting is
that after acquiring educa-
tion, students are told that
the doors that were opened
toyou are now closed.

“So manufacturing is
closed, entrepreneurship is
closed, corporate jobs are
closed, public sector is
closed. The only choice they
have is a government job.
Then you rig the system and
make itunaffordable. We are
100 per cent in agreement
with students. There mustbe
some consequences,” he
said.

Gandhi asserted that the
demands of the students are
legitimate.

“They are demanding the

resignation of the Education
Minister. Dharmendra Prad-
han, who is known to be cor-
rupt, should be relieved of his
duties,” the former Congress
chief said.

He has shown he is inca-
pable of running this system,
Gandhi said.

“Second demand is every-
one who raised a finger on
students must be held ac-
countable, and PM Modi
must apologise to students
for what has happened,” he
said.

“We fully support these de-
mands and every single stu-
dent who is on the street,”
Gandhi said.

His remarks came aday af-
ter he, along with Priyanka
Gandhi and Samajwadi
Party’s (SP) Akhilesh Yadav,
were forcibly removed by po-
lice after they held a dharna
outside Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s residence
here, demanding his resigna-
tion.

Democracy Is finished, oppn not being allowed to
speak in Parliament: Priyanka Gandhi slams govt

NEW DELHI, JUL 22:
Dressed in black in solidar-
ity with protesting students,
Congress leader Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra on Wednes-
day said "democracy is fin-
ished" and what is happen-
ing in Parliament is
"undemocratic" with debate
not being allowed on stu-
dents' issues.

Referring to the Congress'
protest outside Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi's 7, Lok
Kalyan Marg residence on
Tuesday, Priyanka Gandhi
said the biggest thing in
democracy is freedom of ex-
pression and right to peace-
ful protest.

"There is nothing unde-
mocratic about that. What is
undemocratic is what is hap-
pening in Parliamentand on
the streets," she said.

Leader of Opposition
Rahul Gandhi and several
other opposition MPs,
dressed in black, staged a
protest outside Parliament
on Wednesday against the
alleged police brutality on
protesting students.

"In Parliament, debate is
not being allowed. The
Leader of Opposition is not
allowed to speak, and nei-
ther are other opposition
leaders. Whenever they rise
to speak, they are stopped,"
Priyanka Gandhi told re-
porters in the Parliament
House complex.

"The Speaker says he has
to ask the government
whether a debate can take
place. What is this? Democ-
racy is finished," the Con-
gress general secretary said.

The Congress' protest
outside the PM's residence
duringwhich Rahul Gandhi,
SP's Akhilesh Yadav and
many others were detained,
Priyanka Gandhi said,
"What happened to us is ir-
relevant. We are standing
with the students and rais-
ing their voice. What hap-
pened to the students, was it
right or wrong? They are all

young students.

"They are protesting, and
thisis notjustany protest. It
isagenuineissue, agenuine
problem. Every parent in
this country knows it. Every
student in this country
knows it. Every teacher in
this country knowsiit. Every-
one knows this is a genuine
issue," the Congress MP
said.

The students are only ask-
ing for their rights, she as-
serted.

These students study with
immense dedication and
struggle to build a future for
themselves, and their future
is being destroyed, she said,
lashing out at the govern-
ment.

"The entire education
budget for the youth of this
country is Rs 1.4 lakh crore.
Butyou are writing off loans
worth Rs 16 lakh crore for
Adani ji and Ambani ji. The
farmers get nothing, the
poor get nothing, and the
students get nothing,"
Priyanka Gandhi said.

In a dramatic turn of
events, opposition leaders,
including Congress's Rahul
Gandhi, Priyanka Gandhi
and Samajwadi Party's (SP)
Akhilesh  Yadav, were
forcibly removed by police
on Tuesday after they staged
adharnaoutside Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi's resi-

dence here, demanding his
resignation.

The surprise sit-in in the
high-security zone sent the
government into a tizzy,
prompting it to rush Minister
of State in the Prime Minis-
ter's Office (PMO) Jitendra
Singh, along with Union
Home Secretary Govind
Mohan, to persuade the op-
position leaders to vacate the
sensitive site.

Gandhi's discussion with
the minister lasted a few
minutes, after which Singh
and the home secretary left
as the talks remained incon-
clusive.

Soon after Singh left the
protest site, police forcibly
removed and detained
Gandhi and other leadersin
the evening.

Rahul Gandhi was taken
to the Chhatrasal stadiumin
Model Town after his deten-
tion, but was released a few
hours later. Priyanka
Gandhi and some other MPs
were taken to the Mandir
Marg police station, where
Congress  Parliamentary
Party chairperson Sonia
Gandhi visited them.

They were released after a
few hours. Some other MPs
and leaders were taken to
the Kingsway Camp police
stationand released later.

After his release, Rahul
Gandhi said in a video that
once it was clear that the
government had no inten-
tions of scheduling a debate
on the students' issue, they
decided to hold the sit-in
outside the prime minister's
residence.

"The idea was to protest
outside the prime minister's
residence in order to bring to
national attention the issues
related to students, the way
they were attacked by the
Delhi Police on Monday.

Brain disorders associated with
Increased brain ageing: Study

NEW DELHI, JUL 22:
Brains of people with de-
mentia, alcohol addiction, or
psychiatric disorders such as
schizophrenia might show
an increased ageing, with
each condition leaving its
own patterns in specific ar-
eas of the brain, a study has
shown.

Scientists calculate how
old the brainis relative to the
body using 'predictive age
difference’ -- difference be-
tween chronological age and
age predicted by brain imag-
ing -- with apositive value in-
dicating that ageing has in-
creased.

Researchers, including
those from Nanjing Univer-
sity of Aeronautics and As-
tronautics, China, collected
structure magnetic reso-
nance imaging (MRI) data
from 45,900 healthy people
across several brainimaging
banks, and compared them
with of 2,698 patients with
different brain conditions
and differences.

The conditions analysed
included attention deficit hy-
peractivity disorder
(ADHD), autism spectrum
disorder (ASD), alcohol or
tobacco addiction,
Alzheimer's disease, mild

cognitive impairment, schiz-
ophrenia, bipolar disorder
and major depressive disor-
der.

The authors found that
neurodegenerative disorders
-- Alzheimer's disease and
mild cognitive impairment --
had the largest association
with a high predictive age dif-
ference.

Addiction and psychiatric
disorders were also associ-
ated with an increased pre-
dictive age difference (PAD),
whereas brains of people
with ADHD or ASD and
healthy participants showed
nodifferences in PAD values.

"Results showed that while
PAD was consistently greater

across disorders, different
brain disorders showed dif-
ferent degrees of abnormal-
ity, the highest effects in de-
mentia, followed by
addiction and psychiatric
disorders, but not different
from expected in develop-
mental disorders," the au-
thorswrote.

They also looked at PAD
values in specific areas of the
brain, and examined which
genes showed an increased
expression in people with
different brain conditions.

The prefrontal cortex -- re-
sponsible for higher level
functions such as attention
and decision-making --
showed a higher PAD across

brain disorders.

Ahigher predictive age dif-
ference in the frontal and
temporal lobes -- involved in
executive function, voluntary
movement and language
comprehension --was associ-
ated with psychiatric disor-
ders, whileahighvalueinthe
frontal and occipital cortex
(visual processing) was asso-
ciated with dementia.

Addiction was connected
with a high PAD in the de-
fault mode network, which is
involved when one is think-
ing idly, among other brain
regions.

While the results are cor-
relational, and not causal,
and while some conditions
such as psychiatric disorders
and addiction have high co-
occurrence, the authors sug-
gest that understanding
more about predictive age
difference could help provide
biomarkers for commonly
occurring brain disorders.

They added, "Different
neurological disorders ap-
pear to leave different signa-
tures on the brain aging
clock, which may help re-
searchers better understand
the neural and biological
pathways involved in these
conditions." (PTI)

SC agrees to hear Kapil Sibal's plea on
Interpretation of Tenth Schedule

NEW DELHI, JULY
22: The Supreme Court on
Wednesday agreed to list for
hearing on July 27 a plea
filed by senior advocate
Kapil Sibal seeking recon-
sideration of the interpreta-
tion of the Tenth Schedule of
the Constitution, which al-
lows MLAs and MPs to
avoid disqualification under
the anti-defection law by
claiming a merger with an-
other political party.

Abench comprising Chief
Justice of India (CJI) Surya
Kantand Justices Joymalya
Bagchi and V Mohana was
urged by Sibal, an Indepen-
dent Rajya Sabha MP, that
he has filed a plea in per-

V£

sonal capacity and it may be
listed for an urgent hearing.

"I have filed a petition in
person. It relates to the issue
of whether the composition
of Parliament can change in
the fashion in which it is

happening in this country
and the interpretation of the
Tenth Schedule paragraph
four in that context,” the se-
nior lawyer said.

He said that similar pleas
are pending in the top court

and a petition filed by Shiv
Sena (UBT) challenging the
Lok Sabha speaker's ap-
proval of the merger of some
of its MPs with the Shinde
Sena s listed today before a
bench headed by Justice P S
Narasimha.

Taking note of the submis-
sions, the CJI agreed to list
Sibal's petition for hearing
on Monday.

The plea comes against
the backdrop of MPs from
AAP, Trinamool Congress
and the Shiv Sena (UBT)
joining the ruling BJP and
other political parties by in-
voking the merger provi-
sions under the Tenth
Schedule. (PTI)

'Don't Waste Our Time": SC Declines Urgent Listing
Of Plea Against Police Action During CJP Protest

NEW DELHI, JULY
22: The Supreme Court on
Wednesday declined a re-
quest for urgent listing of a
plea challenging the police
action against students dur-
ing the Cockroach Janta
Party-led protest march in
Delhi, with Chief Justice of
India Surya Kant asking the
petitioner not to waste time.

The matter was mentioned
before a bench comprising
the CJI and Justices Joy-
malya Bagchi and V Mo-
hana.

"I have the videos as well
regarding police brutality...
If it can be listed tomorrow
(Thursday)... students are
there," the lawyer said.

He said that students had
allegedly been subjected to
police brutality during the
protest and said the petition
contained three prayers.

s ‘.j____-_...‘ .
The CJI declined the re-

quest and made it clear that
the bench was not inclined to
examine video footage at the
mentioning stage.

"We are not interested in
videos, we don't have time to
watch... We don't want to
watch videos," the CJl said.<

The counsel reiterated

that students had been
beaten up and again referred
tothevideo evidence, the CJI
said, "Don't waste our time.
We don't want to watch any
videos." The plea relates to
the police action during the
Cockroach Janta Party's
(CJP) protest march to Par-
liament on Monday, the
opening day of the Monsoon
session, when thousands of
students and young protest-
ersconverged in the heart of
Delhito demand the resigna-
tion of Union Education
Minister Dharmendra Prad-
han over alleged examina-
tionirregularities.

The march witnessed
clashes between protesters
and security personnel, who
used lathis and tear gas to
disperse crowds attempting
to move towards Parliament.
(PTI)

CJP Protesters Continue Sit-In At Jantar

Mantar; More Supporters Gather Overnight

NEW DELHI, JUL 22: Protesters ofthe
Cockroach Janta Party (CJP) continued their
sit-in at Jantar Mantar on Wednesday, with
more supporters gathering at the protest site
overnightand volunteers receiving food and
other supplies sent by sympathisers, as the
agitation over alleged irregularities in com-
petitive examinations entered its second
month.

Inaposton X on Wednesday morning, the
CJP claimed that "thousands and thousands
of protesters are at Jantar Mantar this morn-
ing" and reiterated its demand for Union Ed-

read.

ucation Minister Dharmendra Pradhan's res-

ignation.

"Why does the Pradhan Mantri (prime
minister) love the Mantri Pradhan (Minister
Pradhan) more than India's youth?" the post

Several people sent food to the protest site
on Tuesday night as more supporters gath-
ered at Jantar Mantar, where protesters con-
tinued their sit-in despite heavy security de-

ploymentin the area following
Monday's pollce crackdown
on the CJP's "Sansad Chalo"
march.

CJP spokesperson Ashutosh
Ranka said the agitation
would continue until Pradhan
resigns.

"We will not leave this spot
until Dharmendra Pradhan
resigns. July 20 was a mile-
stone moment in India's po-
litical history, especially in
post-Independence India. The

where other than Jantar Mantar. "Cockroach
Janta Party has not given a call to assemble
anywhere but at Jantar Mantar, where our
peaceful protestis on," Dipke said in a state-
ment, alleging that the group had received re-
ports that "some goons" may have been sent to
other parts of Delhi to create disturbances.

"They are notwith CJP," he said.

The agitation began on June 20, demanding
accountability over alleged examination ir-
regularities, reforms in the education system
and the resignation of Pradhan. Activist
Sonam Wangchuk, who joined the proteston
June 28 and has been on an indefinite hunger

youth won'tstay quietanymore,” he said.
Late Tuesday night, CIP founder Abhijeet

Dipke issued a clarification that the move-

ment had not called for any gathering any-

strike since then, has continued his fast from
Medanta Hospital after being shifted there
from Safdarjung Hospital following a Delhi
High Courtorder.



