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Div Com,

IGP Jammu visit flood-hit  CMOmar reviews restoration, relief measures amid
heavy rains; directs proactive preparedness across J&K

areas, review

%
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Divisional =~ Commis-
sioner Jammu Ramesh
Kumar and Inspector Gen-
eral of Police (IGP) Jammu
Bhim Sen Tuti today vis-
ited the flood-affected area
of Bella in Rajouri to assess
the ground situation fol-
lowing the recent flash
floods.

During the visit, the Di-
visional Commissioner
and IGP directed the offi-
cers and field functionaries
deployed on the spot to ex-
pedite restoration works,
including clearance of
damaged road stretches
and restoration of essential
services so that normalcy is
restored at the earliest.

They also visited the Re-
lief and Rehabilitation

ernment Boys Higher Sec-
ondary School Rajouri,
where they reviewed
arrangements made for the
affected families.

Interacting with the
Nodal Officer and dis-
placed residents, they di-
rected the district admin-
istration to  ensure
adequate availability of
safe shelter, food, drinking
water, medical care, cloth-
ing and other essential fa-
cilities without inconve-
nience.

Talking to the affected
families, the Divisional
Commissioner assured
them that the government
stands firmly with them
during this difficult time
and that every possible as-
sistance would be ex-
tended to ensure their
safety, comfort and well-

being until the situation re-
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turns to normal, directing
all departments concerned
to remain responsive and
provide the best possible
services.

Later, the Divisional
Commissioner and IGP
chaired a review meeting
to assess the flash flood sit-
uation and the prepared-
ness and response of de-
partments concerned.

During the meeting, the
Divisional Commissioner
took a detailed overview of
response measures under-
taken by different depart-
ments and called for close
coordination to ensure
timely relief, restoration of
essential services and ef-
fective disaster manage-
ment.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner and Senior Superin-
tendent of Police were di-

relief measures

rected to identify vulnera-
ble flood-prone hotspots
for shifting residents to
safer locations during
emergencies; the district
administration to make ef-
fective use of public ad-
dress systems and sirens to
alert people about rising
water levels and facilitate
timely evacuation; the
Chief Planning Officer to
coordinate with the Power
Development Department
for early restoration of
power supply in affected
areas; the Irrigation and
Flood Control Department
to keep flood-control ma-
chinery in readiness and
maintain continuous mon-
itoring of water levels
through the gauging sys-
tem and the Chief Medical
Officer to ensure availabil-
ity of medicines, medical

staff, ambulances and
other healthcare facilities
at the block level.

The Divisional Commis-
sioner directed all depart-
ments to remain on high
alert, maintain round-the-
clock coordination and en-
sure swift response to any
emerging situation to safe-
guard lives and minimise
the impact of flash floods.

Among those present
were Deputy Commis-
sioner Rajouri Abhishek
Sharma, SSP Rajouri Gau-
rav Sikarwar, ADDC Malik
Zada Sheraz Ul Haq, ACR
Mohd Jahangir Khan, SE
Jal Shakti Rajouri Sunil
Kumar, CMO Dr Manohar
Lal Rana and other officers
concerned.

DC reviews progress of various
flagship schemes in Udhampur
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Deputy Commissioner
Udhampur Minga Sherpa
today chaired a review
meeting to assess the
progress of various flag-
ship schemes for rural de-
velopment and welfare at
district headquarters.

During the meeting, the
Deputy Commissioner
conducted a sector and
scheme-wise review and
directed officers con-
cerned to expedite imple-
mentation of ongoing
schemes and achieve pre-
scribed targets within the
stipulated timeframe.

BDOs were instructed to
expedite tendering,
preparation of estimates

and allotment of new
works for their timely exe-
cution.

The DC further directed
departments concerned to
prepare a comprehensive
list of solid waste-generat-
ing establishments, in-

cluding roadside dhabas
along the National High-
way and ensure identifica-
tion and registration of all
such institutions; organ-
ise at least one water con-
servation activity in every
Panchayat and launch

awareness campaigns to
encourage public partici-
pation; and intensify IEC
activities to create greater
awareness about govern-
ment schemes and ensure
maximum outreach and
community participation.

DC Reasi reviews rain damage, directs

early restoration of essential services
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Deputy Commissioner
Reasi Kumar Abhishek,
also Chairman District
Disaster Management Au-
thority (DDMA), today
chaired a meeting to re-
view the district's pre-
paredness for the monsoon
season and assess damage
caused by recent heavy
rains.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner reviewed the pre-
paredness of all depart-
ments to deal with
emergencies arising from
heavy rainfall, flash floods,
landslides and other mon-
soon-related incidents, di-
recting officers to remain
on high alert, ensure
round-the-clock monitor-
ing of vulnerable areas and
maintain close coordina-
tion for prompt response.

He also reviewed dam-
age caused to roads, public
infrastructure, water sup-
ply schemes, power infra-
structure and private prop-
erty due to the recent rains
and instructed depart-
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ments concerned to expe-
dite restoration works and
ensure early restoration of
essential services in af-
fected areas.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner directed officers
concerned to prepare de-
tailed damage assessment
reports within two days to
facilitate timely disburse-
ment of relief; prepare
temporary  restoration
plans for damaged infra-
structure; identify vulner-
able areas in advance to
ensure timely evacuation

and rehabilitation of resi-
dents and earmark suit-
able relief centres; stock
and distribute essential re-
lief material in advance in
vulnerable locations; and
keep adequate manpower,
machinery and emergency
equipment ready for im-
mediate deployment.

The DC directed timely
dissemination of weather
advisories and urged the
public to remain vigilant
during heavy rainfall and
strictly follow advisories is-
sued by the administra-

tion. He further directed
all departments to main-
tain effective coordination
and submit regular up-
dates on preparedness,
damage assessment and
restoration activities
through the monsoon sea-
son.

Among those present
were ADDC Krishan Lal,
ADC Rakesh Kumar, CPO
Narinder Kumar, ACD
Mukesh Kumar, Executive
Engineers of Jal Shakti,
JPDCL and other officers
concerned.

WU & KASHMIR |

NEW DELHI, JULY
20: Continuing his close
monitoring of the situation
arising from the recent
heavy rains across Jammu
and Kashmir, Chief Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah today
chaired another high-level
review meeting through
video conference from
New Delhi to assess
restoration works, relief
measures and overall pre-
paredness across Jammu
and Kashmir.

The meeting compre-
hensively reviewed the lat-
est ground situation, in-
cluding restoration of
essential services, road
connectivity, availability of
food and other essential
supplies, healthcare
arrangements, relief opera-
tions and the preparedness
of all departments in view
of continuing adverse
weather conditions.

During the meeting, the
Chief Minister was in-
formed that restoration of
power supply in Poonch
district is progressing on a
war footing and is expected
to be completed by tomor-
row evening. He directed
the Power Development
Department to ensure that
restoration works are com-
pleted within the stipu-
lated timeline and that any
remaining issues are ad-
dressed without delay.

The status of roads af-
fected due to landslides,
flash floods and heavy
rainfall also came under
review. Stressing the im-
portance of restoring con-
nectivity at the earliest, the
Chief Minister instructed
the concerned depart-
ments to expedite restora-
tion works, particularly on
roads critical for move-
ment of people, relief oper-
ations and essential ser-
vices.

Emphasising the need

for continued vigilance, the
Chief Minister directed the
district administrations to
maintain focused attention
on vulnerable habitations
and take all necessary
measures to safeguard res-
idents living in flood-prone
and landslide-prone areas.
He instructed officers to
use historical flood data to
identify high-risk locations
along rivers and streams
and ensure timely evacua-
tion wherever the need
arises.

The Chief Minister fur-
ther ordered strict regula-
tion of traffic movement on
landslide and shooting-
stone-prone stretches to
minimise the risk of acci-
dents and ensure public
safety.

He also directed the ad-
ministration to ensure un-
interrupted availability of
food grains, medicines,
drinking water and other
essential commodities in
affected areas. Stressing
the importance of pre-
paredness, he instructed
that adequate stocks be
maintained and advance
distribution of rations be
undertaken wherever con-
tinued rainfall may disrupt
road connectivity.

Expressing concern over
the widespread waterlog-
ging witnessed in several
parts of Srinagar city fol-
lowing today’s rainfall, the
Chief Minister directed the
concerned departments,
including the Srinagar Mu-
nicipal Corporation, to
adopt a proactive approach
in preventing urban flood-
ing. He instructed that
men, machinery and dewa-
tering pumps be pre-posi-
tioned at identified vulner-
able locations to ensure
swift drainage of accumu-

lated rainwater and
restoration of normal pub-
lic movement.

Reviewing the situation
in Kashmir Division, the
Divisional Commissioner
informed the meeting that
despite heavy rainfall, the
overall situation remained
under control and essen-
tial infrastructure, includ-
ing roads and drinking wa-
ter supply, continued to
function normally. He said
migratory families residing
in vulnerable areas had
been shifted to safer loca-
tions. In view of the fore-
cast of intense rainfall
across South Kashmir to-
morrow, advance warnings
have already been issued
and the entire administra-
tive machinery has been
mobilised to respond
promptly to any eventual-
ity.
Briefing the meeting on
Jammu Division, the Divi-
sional Commissioner
Jammu stated that major
road stretches damaged
during yesterday’s rains
have been restored, while
work is continuing on a
war footing to repair power
transmission lines and re-
store drinking water sup-
ply, particularly in Poonch
district. He informed that
additional doctors, includ-
ing gynaecologists, are be-
ing deployed to ensure un-
interrupted healthcare
services in remote areas.
Relief centres providing
food, drinking water and
medicines are fully opera-
tional, while the process
for disbursement of the
Chief Minister’s ex gratia
relief announced earlier to-
day has already com-
menced. He further in-
formed that allocation of
essential supplies, includ-
ing three months’ food
grains, is being processed
on priority, petroleum sup-
plies are being closely
monitored and restoration
of mobile connectivity
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across affected areas is
progressing steadily.

Providing a technical as-
sessment, the Jal Shakti
Department informed the
meeting that localized
damage has been reported
to water supply infrastruc-
ture and irrigation chan-
nels in several parts of
Jammu and Kashmir, par-
ticularly in Poonch and Ra-
jouri districts. Restoration
works are being carried out
on a war footing, with ade-
quate manpower, machin-
ery and field response
teams deployed across vul-
nerable locations in both
Jammu and Kashmir divi-
sions to restore water sup-
ply and irrigation facilities
at the earliest.

The Chief Minister also
directed all departments to
strengthen inter-depart-
mental coordination,
closely monitor weather
forecasts and remain fully
prepared to respond
swiftly to any emerging sit-
uation. He instructed the
Divisional Commissioners
to submit detailed situa-
tion reports every six hours
to the Department of Dis-
aster Management, Relief,
Rehabilitation and Recon-
struction to facilitate con-
tinuous monitoring and
timely decision-making.

During the meeting, the
Chief Minister reiterated
that the safety and well-be-
ing of the people remain
the Government’s highest
priority. He directed the
administration to act
proactively, efficiently and
with empathy so that no
citizen suffers during this
critical period, while en-
suring speedy restoration
of essential services, timely
relief to affected families
and effective preparedness
to deal with any further
weather-related chal-
lenges.

JKCIP-backed FPOs of Kishtwar record strong
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Meeting the representa-
tives of Farmer Producer
Organisations (FPOs), the
Deputy Commissioner
Kishtwar Pankaj Kumar
Sharma praised their work
and urged them to con-
tinue with the same com-
mitment to strengthen the
rural economy and en-
hance farmers' income.

Under the guidance of
Vice Chancellor SKUAST
Jammu Professor BN Tri-
pathi and supervision of
FPO Development Officer
Kishtwar Dr Shahnawaz
Ahmed, the Chenab Forest
Herbal Farmer Producer
Organisation Cooperative
Limited Kishtwar under
the Jammu & Kashmir
Competitiveness Improve-
ment in Agriculture and
Allied Sectors Project (JK-
CIP) Scheme, has supplied
herbal products worth
?1,46,600 to Cooperative
Super Bazar, Jammu and
to the Zonal Conference of
the Department of Coop-
eratives held at Srinagar.
Besides this, products
worth ?85,600 were sup-
plied to Cooperative Super
Bazar, Jammu and prod-
ucts worth ?38,000 were
sold to Amritsar-based
firm Bala Ji Enterprises.

The consignment com-
prised 14 different items,
including Immunity
Booster Tea, Lung Detox

SLEEP WELL TE/ ;
Tea, Sleep Well Tea,
Women Wellness Tea,
Sugar Tea, Mix Mushroom
Tea, Cold Cough & Flu
Tea, Male Wellness Pow-
der, Saffron, Hair Growth
Oil, Joint Pain Oil, Nabi
Oil and Shilajit. In total,
200 packages were sup-
plied to promote local
herbal products through
the cooperative retail net-
work.

For the Zonal Confer-
ence of the Department of
Cooperatives held at Sri-
nagar, the FPO supplied
products worth ?61,000.
The consignment included
100 packages of Immunity
Booster Tea and 100 pack-
ages of Lung Detox Tea,
totalling 200 packages.

The initiative aimed to
showcase the quality of

herbal products pro
by local farmers on a UT-
level platform. The
Chenab Forest Herbal
FPO continues to provide
better market linkages to
rural farmers and promote
traditional herbal prod-
ucts of the Chenab Valley.

In the horticulture sec-
tor, Himalayan Walnut
Farmer Producer Organi-
sation, Mughalmaidan,
operating under JKCIP,
has emerged as a key
player in promoting wal-
nut cultivation and boost-
ing farmers' income.

The FPO specialises in
producing high-quality
grafted walnut plants us-
ing scientific techniques to
ensure better yield and
disease resistance. During
the last financial year, Hi-
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malayan Walnut FPO sold
4,000 grafted walnut
plants worth ?20 lakh,
providing direct livelihood
support to local growers
and contributing to the ex-
pansion of walnut cultiva-
tion in the region. The
grafted plants have been
well received by farmers
for their superior quality
and assured productivity.
Building on this success,
the FPO has set a target of
producing and selling
10,000 grafted walnut
plants this year. Under the
guidance of JKCIP, Hi-
malayan Walnut FPO is
undertaking large-scale
grafting and nursery activ-
ities at Mughalmaidan to
meet growing demand and
strengthen the walnut
economy of the district.
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