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A special enforcement
team of the Drug and Food
Control Organisation
(DFCO) Jammu today in-
tercepted and seized
28,800 capsules of Prega-
balin (300 mg), aimed at
curbing illegal trafficking of
habit-forming formula-
tions.

The seized scheduled
drugs, sold under the brand
name Devanyl-300, carry
an estimated market value
of ?10 lakh. The operation
followed intelligence re-
ceived from Jhajjar Kotli
Police Station, Jammu,
which had intercepted a
passenger bus en route
from Amritsar, Punjab to
Katra carrying an unautho-
rised commercial quantity
of the restricted drug.

A team of drug officials
was dispatched to Jhajjar
Kotli Police Station under
the supervision of State
Drugs Controller J&K Ra-
jesh Kumar. The raid team

was led by Assistant Drug
Controller Jammu Sanjeev
Kumar Gupta and com-
prised Drug Control Offi-
cers Amit Bali and Amit
Mahajan.

Upon reaching the spot,
the team conducted an in-
ventory and verification. As
those transporting the con-
signment failed to produce
valid drug licences, pur-
chase invoices or authorised

medical prescriptions, the
entire stock was seized on
the spot.

An investigation has been
launched to trace the illicit
supply chain, identify the
manufacturing source in
Punjab and uncover the in-
tended distribution net-
work in Katra and sur-
rounding areas.

State Drugs Controller
J&K Rajesh Kumar said le-

gal proceedings are being
initiated against the viola-
tors under the Drugs and
Cosmetics Act, 1940, warn-
ing that any individual or
firm found complicit in di-
verting scheduled formula-
tions for non-therapeutic or
abusive purposes will face
strict legal action.

Commissioner FDA J&K
Khalid Jahangir said the
government remains com-
mitted to protecting public
health and curbing drug
abuse, adding that enforce-
ment drives and intelli-
gence-based inspections
will continue across the
Union Territory to identify
and act against individuals
and establishments in-
volved in illegal drug distri-
bution networks.

The Drug and Food Con-
trol Organisation has ap-
pealed to the public to re-
port any information on
illegal sale, diversion,
hoarding or misuse of pre-
scription medicines to the
department so timely action
can be taken against viola-
tors.

Drug and Food Control Organisation seizes
Pregabalin consignment worth Rs 10 lakh

SRINAGAR, JULY 20:
Chief Secretary, Atal Dul-
loo, today chaired a high-
level review meeting to as-
sess the implementation of
the recommendations put
forth by the Central Armed
Police Forces (CAPFs) for
further improving and up-
grading the facilities at the
Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra
Base Camps and Transit
Camps, stretching from
Lakhanpur to the Holy Cave
Shrine.

The recommendations
were based on extensive
ground assessments carried
out by the CAPF teams dur-
ing the ongoing Shri Amar-
nath Ji Yatra-2026.

The meeting was at-
tended by senior officers
from the Civil Administra-
tion, Shri Amarnathji
Shrine Board and the secu-
rity establishment, includ-
ing Administrative Secre-
taries, senior officers of the
Police, Central Armed Po-
lice Forces (CAPFs),
BRO/BEACON, Heads of
Departments, Divisional
Commissioner, Kashmir,
Deputy Commissioners and
Senior Superintendents of
Police of the concerned dis-
tricts, Director, Informa-
tion, besides other senior
officers.

During the meeting, the
Chief Secretary undertook
a comprehensive review of
the recommendations and
observations highlighted by
CEO, SASB, Dr Mandeep

K.Bhandari as contained in
the reports submitted by
the CAPF teams.

Regarding the same the
respective Administrative
Secretaries and Deputy
Commissioners concerned
presented the status of im-
plementation of each rec-
ommendation, outlining
the measures already un-
dertaken and the timelines
for completion of the re-
maining works.

The recommendations
covered a wide spectrum of
interventions aimed at fur-
ther enhancing the safety,
convenience and overall ex-
perience of the pilgrims.
These included upgrading
accommodation facilities
and other basic amenities at
the Base and Transit
Camps, improving sanita-
tion, cleanliness and hy-
giene standards, strength-
ening disaster
preparedness through en-
hanced firefighting

arrangements and water-
proofing of tents, besides
ensuring reliable power and
water backup at identified
locations.

The meeting also re-
viewed measures for main-
taining hygienic conditions
at community kitchens
(langars), washrooms and
bathing facilities, improv-
ing drainage systems, and
ensuring safe electrical
wiring of tents and camp in-
frastructure to prevent any
untoward incidents.

In addition, emphasis
was laid on improving
queue management at key
locations, preventing over-
crowding, streamlining
traffic regulation, augment-
ing parking facilities and
creating additional rain
shelters at vulnerable
stretches of the Yatra route
to provide greater comfort
and convenience to the pil-
grims. Stressing that the
safety and well-being of the

pilgrims remain the fore-
most priority of the Govern-
ment, the Chief Secretary
directed all the concerned
departments and district
administrations to critically
examine each recommen-
dation and ensure its expe-
ditious implementation.

He emphasized that every
feasible measure should be
taken to strengthen the ex-
isting arrangements so that
devotees undertaking the
pilgrimage are provided
with safe, seamless and has-
sle-free facilities through-
out their journey.

He further impressed
upon all the departments to
maintain close coordina-
tion and regularly monitor
the progress of the identi-
fied works, ensuring that
any shortcomings noticed
during the ongoing Yatra
are promptly addressed
through corrective mea-
sures before the next yatra
here.

CS reviews implementation of CAPF 
recommendations for upgrading SANJY facilities
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In view of the temporary
suspension of the Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi Yatra due to
adverse weather conditions
and the advisory issued by
the India Meteorological
Department (IMD), the
Shri Mata Vaishno Devi
Shrine Board (SMVDSB)
has made elaborate
arrangements for providing
free langar services to
stranded pilgrims at Katra,
ensuring their comfort and
well-being.

Acting on the directions
of Shri Manoj Sinha,
Hon’ble Chairman, Shri
Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine
Board (Lt. Governor, JK-
UT), the Shrine Board has
mobilized its resources to
extend all possible assis-
tance to pilgrims affected by

the temporary suspension
of the Yatra.

Free langar facilities have
been arranged at Niharika
Complex, adjacent to the
Bus Stand, Katra, where
stranded pilgrims are being
served free meals and pro-
vided necessary assistance
by Shrine Board officials.

In addition, the Shrine
Board is continuously dis-
seminating updates and ad-
visories through various
communication channels to
keep pilgrims informed
about the prevailing
weather conditions and the
status of the Yatra.

The Shrine Board, in

close coordination with the
District Administration and
other concerned agencies, is
monitoring the situation
round the clock.

The Shrine Board has ap-
pealed to pilgrims to remain
calm and rely only on offi-
cial advisories and updates
issued by the Shrine Board.

SMVDSB Extends Free Langar Services 
to Stranded Pilgrims at Katra
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An awareness pro-
gramme on the role of Legal
Aid Clinics was organised
today at Panchayat Akhli by
Para Legal Volunteers
(PLVs) of the Tehsil Legal
Services Committee
(TLSC), Katra.

During the programme,
the PLVs sensitised partici-
pants about the role of Le-
gal Aid Clinics in ensuring
access to justice for all, par-
ticularly for weaker and
marginalised sections of so-
ciety. Participants were in-
formed that Legal Aid Clin-
ics provide free legal advice,
guidance and assistance in
legal matters, and facilitate
access to free legal services
under the Legal Services
Authorities Act, 1987. The
PLVs also noted that Legal
Aid Clinics could be ap-
proached for dispute reso-
lution and information on
welfare schemes and legal
rights, and encouraged par-
ticipants to avail themselves
of free legal aid services and
spread awareness within
their communities.

Another awareness pro-
gramme was organised at
Gram Goswan on the Right
to Free Legal Aid and the
National Lok Adalat for
Revenue Cases and Elec-

tricity Bill Matters. Partici-
pants were informed that
free legal aid is a constitu-
tional right available to eligi-
ble persons under the Legal
Services Authorities Act,
1987. Resource persons ex-
plained the legal services
provided by DLSA, includ-
ing free legal advice, legal
representation, mediation
and assistance in accessing
justice, and highlighted that
Lok Adalat provides a
speedy and cost-effective
mechanism for resolving
revenue cases and electric-
ity bill disputes through
mutual settlement, reduc-
ing the burden of prolonged
litigation.

An awareness-cum-wel-
fare programme was organ-
ised at Legal Aid Clinic
Channa Neosi and LAC An-

gralla by PLVs of TLSC Ma-
hore. As part of the pro-
gramme, free ration for two
months was distributed
among eligible and needy
beneficiaries, aimed at pro-
viding immediate relief to
economically weaker sec-
tions while creating aware-
ness about welfare schemes
and free legal services avail-
able under the Legal Ser-
vices Authorities Act.

Awareness programmes
on Solid Waste Manage-
ment were also organised
by PLVs of TLSC Mahore at
Legal Aid Clinic (LAC) Kun-
derdhan and LAC Arabia.
The programmes sensitised
local residents about proper
waste management, clean-
liness and environmental
protection, covering waste
segregation, scientific dis-

posal of household waste,
reduction in the use of plas-
tics, recycling practices and
the collective responsibility
of citizens in keeping vil-
lages and public places
clean. PLVs highlighted that
effective solid waste man-
agement improves public
health, protects natural re-
sources and contributes to
environmental conserva-
tion and sustainable devel-
opment, besides underlin-
ing the role of Legal Services
Institutions in promoting
awareness on social and en-
vironmental issues and pro-
viding free legal aid to eligi-
ble persons. Participants
were encouraged to adopt
responsible waste disposal
practices and spread aware-
ness among their families
and communities.

DLSA Reasi organises legal awareness events
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In response to the heavy
rainfall and flash floods that
affected several parts of the
district, the District Admin-
istration Rajouri has
launched an extensive re-
lief, rescue and restoration
operation to ensure the
safety and well-being of the
affected population.

Deputy Commissioner
Rajouri Abhishek Sharma
and SSP Gaurav Sikarwar
jointly visited various flood-
affected areas to assess the
ground situation, review the
damage and interact with
affected residents.

During his visit, the DC
assured the public that the
district administration
stands firmly with every af-
fected family and that all
possible assistance is being
extended. He directed all
departments concerned to
ensure timely relief, reha-
bilitation and restoration of
essential services.

To provide immediate
shelter and support to dis-

placed families, the District
Administration has estab-
lished a Relief and Rehabil-
itation Centre at Govern-
ment Boys Higher
Secondary School (BHSS),
Rajouri. The centre has
been equipped with all es-
sential facilities, including
accommodation, food,
drinking water, sanitation,
medical assistance and
other basic amenities to en-
sure the comfort and safety
of affected families. The
Deputy Commissioner per-
sonally visited the centre,
interacted with the families
taking shelter there and in-
structed officers to address

their needs promptly.
Rescue operations were

carried out successfully in
different parts of the district
through the coordinated ef-
forts of the Revenue De-
partment, Police, Indian
Army, SDRF and other re-
sponse agencies. A major
rescue operation at Dhangri
was executed under the
close supervision of the DC
and SSP Rajouri, who per-
sonally monitored it on the
ground.

In another significant op-
eration, the District Admin-
istration rescued a person
stranded in the flooded
Dandani Nala in Lamberi,

Nowshera, through the co-
ordinated efforts of the Rev-
enue Department, Police
and SDRF teams.

Simultaneously, restora-
tion work has been taken up
on a war footing across the
district. Road clearance op-
erations were carried out at
multiple locations and land-
slides on different routes
across various subdivisions
were cleared to restore con-
nectivity and facilitate the
movement of emergency
services and the general
public.

The district administra-
tion has appealed to the
public to remain vigilant
and strictly avoid venturing
near rivers, nallahs and
other flood-prone areas un-
til conditions improve. Citi-
zens have also been advised
to follow official advisories
and cooperate with the ad-
ministration.

For any flood-related
emergency or assistance,
the public may contact the
District Emergency Opera-
tion Centre (DEOC), which
is functioning round the
clock, at 01962-263100.

Rajouri admin intensifies flood response
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Deputy Commissioner
Ramban Mohammad Alyas
Khan today visited National
Highway-44 and other vul-
nerable locations across the
district to monitor the situa-
tion following the adverse
weather advisory and inter-
mittent rainfall. He in-
spected the landslide site at
Nashri and reviewed the on-
going restoration work to
ensure the early resumption
of traffic and public conve-
nience.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner was accompanied by
SSP Ramban Arun Gupta,
Additional Deputy Com-
missioner Varunjeet Singh
Charak and officers of the
departments concerned.

During the inspection, the
Deputy Commissioner di-
rected officers of NHAI,
BRO, Public Works Depart-
ment (PWD) and PMGSY to
deploy adequate manpower

and machinery for immedi-
ate restoration of affected
roads, ensuring NH-44 and
other major roads remain
fit for the safe movement of
commuters, emergency ser-
vices and essential supplies.

He instructed all Sub-Di-
visional Magistrates and
Tehsildars to remain sta-
tioned in their respective ju-
risdictions, maintain close
coordination with line de-
partments, monitor the situ-
ation round the clock and
immediately report any in-

cident requiring urgent in-
tervention.

Reviewing the status of
essential services, the
Deputy Commissioner took
stock of water and power
supply, healthcare facilities,
availability of essential
commodities and other
public utilities. He directed
departments concerned to
ensure uninterrupted deliv-
ery of these services and re-
main fully prepared to
tackle any weather-related
disruption. All restoration

agencies and essential ser-
vices have been activated,
while the District Control
Room is functioning round
the clock to monitor the sit-
uation and provide timely
assistance.

Later, he inspected
arrangements at Langar
Camps and Yatri Niwas
Chanderkote, among other
designated locations where
Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra pil-
grims are being accommo-
dated following the tempo-
rary suspension of the
Yatra. He reviewed accom-
modation, food, drinking
water, sanitation and med-
ical facilities, directing offi-
cers to ensure the comfort,
safety and well-being of the
pilgrims.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner urged citizens to fol-
low the weather advisory,
avoid unnecessary travel in
vulnerable areas and report
any emergency to the Dis-
trict Control Room or the
nearest administrative of-
fice for prompt assistance.

DC Ramban visits NH-44, inspects restora-
tion work at Nashri, other locations


