
NEW DELHI, JUL
20: Lok Sabha proceed-
ings were adjourned twice
on the opening day of the
Monsoon Session on Mon-
day, following sloganeering
by opposition members
over various issues, includ-
ing NEET paper leak and
alleged theft of donations
at the Ram temple.

As soon as the House as-
sembled at 12 noon follow-
ing an earlier adjournment,
opposition members de-
manded action against
those responsible for the
NEET paper leak and those
behind the alleged embez-
zlement of donations at the

Ram temple.
Amid the uproar, Law

Minister Arjun Ram Megh-
wal introduced a bill to in-
crease the number of
judges of the Supreme
Court. The bill replaces an
ordinance issued in May to
hike the sanctioned
strength of the top court
from 34 to 38, including
the Chief Justice of India.

As the protest continued,
Dilip Saikia, who was in the
chair, adjourned the pro-
ceeding till 12:30 pm.

Following obituary refer-
ences, the House earlier
took up the Question Hour.
However, opposition mem-

bers started raising slo-
gans.

Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla urged the members to
let the House run and said it
would set a bad precedent
if the House does not run
on the first day of the ses-
sion.

Meanwhile, Rajya Sabha
proceedings were ad-
journed till noon amid up-
roar over CJP-led protests
at Jantar Mantar in the na-
tional capital.

After papers were laid in
the Upper House, Leader of
Opposition Mallikarjun
Kharge rose to speak on the 

BHARAT BHUSHAN
JAMMU, JUL 20

With the nature's fury
dragging on & skies re-
maining unforgiving,
relentless deluge con-
tinued in Poonch, Ra-
jouri & Doda districts of
the region for the sec-
ond day today, trigger-
ing fatal landslides that
killed 11 more people,
including a woman &
her two children. This
takes the two-day
death toll to 23.

At least seven people were
still said to be missing as
heavy showers relentlessly
washing over the landscape
slowed down the relief &
rescue operations in the
flash flood-hit districts of
Rajouri & Poonch.

Officials said a rain-trig-
gered massive landslide
brought down a mud house
at Arigam in the upper

reaches of Loran in Poonch
district. There were a total of
seven people inside the
house and all of them were
buried alive under the de-
bris. 

Villagers were the first to
reach the spot and start the
rescue operation. By the
time, they removed the de-

bris and pulled out the
seven family members, all of
them had died, officials said.

The dead included Zahida
Begum (38), her son Manan
Rafiq & daughter Aleesa,
aged six and four, brother-
in-law Tanveer Ahmad Bhat
(27), sisters-in-law Shamim
Akhter (33) & Shabnam

Bano (31), nephew Moham-
mad Irfan (17).

Earlier in the day, a huge
boulder came rolling down
the roadside hill near Raggi
Nallah in Doda district,
which witnessed heavy rain-
fall, and hit a passenger bus. 

11 more killed, death toll reaches
23 in 2 days; 7 still missing

CHISINAU
(MOLDOVA), JUL 20:
India and Moldova on Mon-
day agreed to promote
greater trade and invest-
ment, strengthen resilient
supply chains and improve
connectivity, with President
Droupadi Murmu saying
economic cooperation re-
mains a key pillar of the bi

NEW DELHI, JUL
20: The National Confer-
ence protested here today
to demand immediate
restoration of statehood to
Jammu and Kashmir and
call on the Modi govern-
ment to honour its com-
mitment made in Parlia-
ment and before the
Supreme Court.

Led by NC president Fa-
rooq Abdullah, party lead-
ers and workers gathered
at the J&K House on the
opening day of Parlia-
ment's Monsoon session.
They carried placards read-
ing "Apna wada pura karo

(Fulfill your promise)",
"Restore rights and dignity
of people of J&K" and "Re-
store full statehood".

The protesters also
raised slogans like "Modi
ka wada, kyun raha aadha?
(Why has Modi's promise
remained unfulfilled?)".

Chief Minister Omar Ab-
dullah was seen walking to-
wards the Constitution
Club, where a seminar on
the restoration of Jammu
and Kashmir's statehood
was being held.

"We are fighting for full
statehood, which was
promised by the prime

minister and the home
minister in Parliament, as
well as in the Supreme
Court, and also to the peo-
ple of Jammu and Kash-
mir," Farooq told re-
porters.

"I hope the government
will respect the wishes of
the people of this country.
I hope they will work for
the good of this country
and that the problems of
Ladakh will also be solved
and the statehood of
Jammu and Kashmir will
be restored," the former
chief minister said.

NC protests in Delhi demanding
statehood for J&K

NEW DELHI, JUL 20:
With the opposition bracing
to raise several contentious
issues in Parliament, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Monday said there would be
no room for chaos or raising
voice if discussions in the
House are conducted with
logic and facts.

Addressing reporters
ahead of Parliament's Ses-
sion, he also spoke about
the impact of the West Asia
conflict on the country and
India's growing space sec-
tor.

The prime minister said
whether it was the seasonal
monsoon or the monsoon
session, if both are proac-

tive, they become highly
productive and if both are
productive, the welfare of
the country happens.

"Therefore, we pray for
just this --that the monsoon

remains proactive and the
monsoon session remains
productive," he said.

With the opposition
geared up to demand a dis

Modi urges productive Par session,
hopes discussions to be logical

In a major boost to in-
frastructure development
in Nubra valley of
Ladakh, LG Vinai Kumar
Saxena today laid the
foundation stones of two
key bridges - Burma-
Sumoor Motorable
Bridge & Tongsted Mo-
torable Bridge over 

Civil defence personnel
were today deployed by
the authorities concerned
at bridges, rivers and
other vulnerable water
bodies across Jammu city
to prevent people from
venturing into flood-
prone areas amid fore-
casts of heavy rainfall and
the threat of flash floods.

According to officials,
the personnel were sta-
tioned at key locations to 

NEW DELHI, JUL
20: A bill to replace an or-
dinance which increased
the number of Supreme
Court judges by four was
introduced in the Lok
Sabha today, with the gov-
ernment asserting that an
enhanced strength was one
of the most exigent and vi-
able solutions for tackling
pendency in the top court.

Law minister Arjun Ram
Meghwal introduced the
bill amid slogan-shouting
by opposition members
over NEET paper leak and
alleged Ram temple dona-
tion theft.

In May, the union cabi-
net had cleared the bill to

increase the sanctioned
strength of the top court,
but soon thereafter the
government brought an or-
dinance.

After the ordinance, five
judges were appointed to
the apex court based on the
upgraded sanctioned
strength.

The bill does not require
an amendment to the Con-
stitution and requires a
simple majority for pas-
sage.

After the ordinance was
issued, the sanctioned
strength of the apex court
went up to 38 from 34, in-
cluding the Chief Justice of
India.

According to the bill, the
volume of litigation of
cases in the Supreme Court
has constantly been on the
rise due to a persistent gap
between institution and fi-
nal disposal of cases in the
court.

As on January 1, this
year, there were 92,101
cases pending in the
Supreme Court.

Even while working at
near-full sanctioned capac-
ity of 34 judges since 2019,
the Supreme Court
recorded institution of
75,410 fresh matters in
2025 against a disposal of
65,615 cases.

Bill to increase number of
SC judges introduced in LS

NEW DELHI, JUL 20:
The opposition INDIA bloc
on Monday vowed to de-
mand accountability from
the government over issues
such as Ram temple dona-
tion "theft" and the "sys-
tematic collapse" of the ed-
ucation system, asserting
that the battle for people's
rights would be fought with
full strength.

INDIA bloc floor leaders
met in the chamber of
Leader of Opposition in the
Rajya Sabha Mallikarjun
Kharge before the start of
Parliament's Monsoon ses-
sion and deliberated on the
opposition's strategy.

Besides Kharge, Leader
of Opposition in the Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi, Con-
gress' deputy leader in the
Lok Sabha Gaurav Gogoi,
Congress general secretary
Jairam Ramesh, Sama-
jwadi Party's Dharmendra
Yadav, NCP (SP)'s Supriya
Sule, TMC's Saugata Roy
and Sagarika Ghose, Shiv
Sena (UBT)'s Sanjay Raut,
JMM's Mahua Maji,
CPI(M)'s John Brittas and
P Santhosh Kumar, among
others, attended the meet-
ing.

In a post on X after the
meeting, Kharge said that
starting today, in the Mon-

soon session of Parliament,
the Congress party and the
INDIA bloc will raise the
voice of the people and de-
mand answers from the
Modi government on every
issue.History

"Whether it is the matter
of theft in donations for
Shri Ram Temple and de-
ception of faith -- crores of
devotees contributed their
hard-earned money with
devotion for the temple
construction; they deserve
justice, conduct an imme-
diate independent investi-
gation, and make the full
account public.

Battle for people's rights will be
fought with full strength: INDIA Bloc

LS adjourned twice on opening
day of Monsoon Session

LG Manoj Sinha today
reviewed the situation fol-
lowing heavy rains, flash
floods, and landslides in
several parts of the Union
Territory, especially in
Rajouri & Poonch districts
of Jammu, where 11 per-
sons lost their lives yester-
day in rain-related inci-
dents.

He spoke to senior offi-
cials and directed for swift
relief and infrastructure
restoration in affected ar-
eas.

"I spoke to senior offi-
cials today to assess the
impact of heavy rains,
flash floods, and land-
slides. I am deeply sad

CJP March: Forces Lathicharge As Protesters Try 
To Breach Barricades Near Parliament Street
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Sinha reviews 
flood situation

Civil Def personnel
deployed amid 

flash flood threats

Huma Qureshi Says CJP's 'Chalo Sansad' March Visuals 
Left Her With A 'Deep Sense Of Sadness' P- 10

Saxena lays 
foundation stones 
of 2 key bridges

AGARTALA, JUL 20:
Tripura DGP Anurag
Dhankar died by suicide at
his office in the police head-
quarters here today. He was
alleged to have hung him-
self in the bathroom of his
office.

The 1994-batch IPS offi-
cer was rushed to the G B 

Tripura DGP
Dhankar commits

'suicide'
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PUNE, JUL 20: Na-
tional Security Advisor Ajit
Doval has been selected for
the prestigious Lokmanya
Tilak Award for his signifi-
cant contribution in the
field of national security,
the Tilak Smarak Trust an-
nounced today.

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah will present the 

Doval to receive
Lokmanya 

Tilak Award
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India, Moldova
agree to promote

trade: Prez

DEHRADUN, JUL
20: The Chardham Yatra
in Uttarakhand was tem-
porarily halted on Monday
in view of heavy rains and
landslides along the route.

"The yatra has been
halted as a precautionary
measure in view of the red
and orange alert warning of
heavy rainfall," officials
said.

Landslides have hit the
route of the yatra following
heavy rainfall.

The administration has
directed local authorities to
ensure that no pilgrim is al-
lowed to proceed in view of
the inclement weather.

The Chardham Yatra to
Kedarnath, Badrinath, Ya-
munotri and Gangotri
started in April this year.

Chardham Yatra 
temporarily halted

NEW DELHI, JUL 20
: Union Minister Jitendra
Singh today called for a
comprehensive review of
pension regulations to en-
sure that evolving social real-
ities were adequately re-
flected in government
policies, stating that many
pension disputes arise be-
cause existing rules have 

Jitendra for 
revisiting 

pension rules
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Chief Minister Omar Abdullah today an-
nounced an ex-gratia relief of Rs 6 lakh for
the next of kin of those who lost their lives
in rain-related incidents in Rajouri and
Poonch districts yesterday, as an immedi-
ate measure to support the bereaved fam-
ilies.

Expressing profound grief over the
tragic loss of lives caused by the flash
floods, landslides and other rain-related
incidents, he said, "While no amount of fi-
nancial assistance can compensate for the
irreparable loss suffered by the affected
families, the government stands firmly
with them during this difficult time."

"While no amount of financial assistance
can ever compensate for the irreparable
loss of life caused by the yesterday's flash
floods, landslides and other rain-related
incidents in Poonch and Rajouri districts,
an ex-gratia relief of Rs 6 lakh for the next of
kin of each deceased is an immediate mea-
sure of support for the bereaved families,"
the chief minister said.

The relief package comprises Rs 4 lakh
from the State Disaster Response Fund
(SDRF) and an additional Rs 2 lakh from
the Chief Minister's Relief Fund (CMRF).

The announcement follows the high-
level review meeting chaired by the chief
minister in the aftermath of the devastating
flash floods and other rain-related inci-
dents that struck the twin districts of Ra-

jouri and Poonch, resulting in multiple fa-
talities and widespread damage to public
and private property.

During the meeting, the chief minister
directed the administration to ensure im-
mediate relief and rehabilitation of the af-
fected families, stressing that all possible
assistance should reach them without de-
lay. 

He also underscored the need for coor-
dinated efforts by all concerned depart-
ments to restore essential services and ex-
pedite relief measures in the affected areas.

The chief minister was in Delhi yester-
day to lead the statehood protest but he
had cut short his stay in the union capital
and returned to Jammu to take stock of the
situation that had arisen due to rain-trig-
gered flash floods and landslides. At least 11
persons lost their lives in rain-related in-
cidents and several were reported missing 

Omar announces Rs 6 lakh ex-gratia
for kin of flash flood, rain victims
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DUBAI, JUL 20: The
United States conducted a
new round of airstrikes early
Monday targeting Iran after
announcing the death of an-
other American service
member. Iran responded by
launching an attack target-
ing Bahrain, the home of the
US Navy's 5th Fleet, and
Kuwait.

The latest attacks again
showed how, step by step,
the US and Iran have inched
closer to an all-out war as
last month's interim deal
meant to permanently end
the fighting has crumbled

and shipping traffic in the
Strait of Hormuz has largely
stalled.

Both sides have targeted
civilian infrastructure relied
on by millions of people,
while benchmark Brent
crude rose Monday above
USD 90 a barrel, further fu-
elling a global energy crisis
sparked by the conflict.

The US military said the
service member was killed
in Iraq on Saturday during
the "controlled detonation"
of a downed Iranian drone.

"We hit them very hard
again tonight," US President

Donald Trump said. "And
we did that in honour of the"
soldiers killed, he said.

The US military's Central
Command announced a
new round of strikes early
Monday, now into their
ninth straight night. Central
Command said it targeted
"Iranian military command
centres, air defence and
coastal surveillance sites,
maritime capabilities, mis-
sile and drone launch sites
and communications net-
works."

There was no immediate 

US bombing of Iran expands 
as American troops killed
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Rain fury continues unabated

Heavy downpour slows rescue
efforts in Poonch, Rajouri

7 shops damaged in sudden 
land subsidence on NH

CM vows to continue struggle Tehran retaliates against Gulf states


