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Dia Mirza has publicly extended support to education reformer and
climate activist Sonam Wangchuk, as concern around his prolonged
hunger strike and the wider student protest continues to grow. Sharing
a statement on Instagram, the actor said she stood with students de-
manding accountability, transparency and changes in India’s educa-
tion system.

The post also named fellow hunger strikers Neha, Ameen and Man-
ish, placing the focus not only on Wangchuk but also on the young pro-
testers who have remained at the centre of the agitation.

In the text shared on her Instagram account, Dia wrote, “I stand with
the students of this nation. I support the right to peaceful protest." She
further backed demands for “accountability, transparency and re-
forms" in education and said she stood with Wangchuk, Neha, Ameen
and Manish.

Her caption carried a direct message to the protesters: “I hear you, I
see you, I stand by you." Dia added that she supported Wangchuk’s call
for dialogue and his right to continue protesting.

The actor did not attach her support to a party or political organisa-
tion. Her statement remained centred on students, due process and the
need for those in authority to respond through conversation.

Wangchuk Moved To Hospital On Day 21
Dia’s post comes at a critical point in the protest. Wangchuk began his

indefinite fast at Delhi’s Jantar Mantar on June 28 over alleged exami-
nation paper leaks, demands for education reform and calls for Union
Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan’s resignation.

On July 18, Delhi Police moved him to VMMC and Safdarjung Hospi-
tal on the 21st day of his fast, citing medical concerns. Reports said
Wangchuk objected to being taken away, while organisers described
the move as forced.

Before his hospitalisation, medical updates had shown significant
weight loss and worsening health indicators. The Delhi High Court had
also directed the authorities to monitor his condition regularly and per-
mit medical intervention based on doctors’ assessment.

The agitation has not ended with Wangchuk’s removal from the site.
CJP founder Abhijeet Dipke announced that he would begin an indefi-
nite hunger strike, while plans for a peaceful march towards Parlia-
ment on July 20 remained in place.

Neha, Ameen and Manish have also been fasting alongside
Wangchuk. Organisers identified them as student activists and said
each had suffered considerable weight loss during the protest.

After Sonam Wangchuk’s Hospitalisation, Dia Mirza Extends
Support To Student Protesters: 'I Hear You'

Jennifer Winget has found herself at the centre of
wedding speculation after reports claimed that she
married her longtime partner, William Ishmael, in
the UK on July 16. While the actor has not issued any
confirmation, behind-the-scenes footage showing
her trying on an elaborate white gown has added
fresh momentum to the buzz.

The bridal ensemble was reportedly created by
Karleo Fashion, with clips from the design process
now circulating widely on fan pages.

The videos trace different stages of the gown’s
preparation, from fabric selection to trial fittings. In
one clip, Jennifer is seen examining the detailing
closely as the designer walks her through the crafts-
manship. Another shows her wearing the dress while
adjustments are made to the fit and veil.

The strapless white gown featured a sweetheart
neckline, with beadwork and thread embroidery

spread across the bodice and skirt. A separate clip
showed the designer working on the embellish-
ments before Jennifer stepped in for the final
trial.

The footage also captured her reacting excitedly
to the finished look, offering fans a rare glimpse of
the work that went into the outfit. Photos and
videos documenting the process were later com-
piled by a fan page, prompting a stream of con-
gratulatory messages in the comments.

Wedding Reports Remain Unconfirmed
According to Telly Talk India, Jennifer report-

edly married Singapore-based businessman
William Ishmael in a private ceremony attended
by close friends and family. The wedding is said to
have taken place in the UK on July 16.

However, neither Jennifer nor William has pub-
licly acknowledged the marriage. No official pic-
tures, statement or announcement have been
shared by the couple so far. For now, the reports
remain unverified despite the bridal footage fu-
elling speculation online.

Jennifer and William are said to have been to-
gether for several months while keeping their re-
lationship away from public scrutiny. Earlier re-
ports claimed that William proposed during a
holiday, after which preparations for the wedding

began. The couple has not spoken about how they
met or when their relationship started.

Who Is William Ishmael?
William is reportedly based in Singapore and

works as Director of Business Development and
Trading at MHC Digital Group. He studied Econom-
ics and Finance at the University of York and has
previously worked with UBS Investment Bank.

His professional background includes trading,
foreign exchange and business development. 

Unlike Jennifer, William has largely stayed out-
side the entertainment spotlight.

As speculation continues, the gown videos have be-
come the most visible clue linked to the reported cer-
emony. Until Jennifer or William addresses the mat-
ter, however, the wedding remains a claim rather
than a confirmed development.

Jennifer Winget Reportedly Marries William
Ishmael In UK; Bridal Gown Fitting Videos Surface

riya Mani Raj shares her excitement on Article
370 taking home Best Feature Film and securing the
Best Actress honour for Yami Gautam Dhar. She
played PMO Joint Secretary in it.

The winners of the 72nd National Awards were
declared today at the National Media Centre in New
Delhi. Article 370 emerged as one of the biggest
winners, taking home Best Feature Film and secur-
ing the Best Actress honour for Yami Gautam Dhar.
The film is directed by Aditya Suhas Jambhale, who
co-directed it along with Aditya Dhar.

Speaking exclusively to News18 Showsha, Priya
Mani Raj, who plays PMO Joint Secretary Rajesh-
wari Swaminathan in Article 370, shares her ex-
citement and says, “I’m very fortunate to be a part
of such an important film. I’m so glad it won multi-
ple National Awards including Best Film." She’s
equally elated that her co-star Yami won the Best
Actress Award.

“I’ve seen Yami’s talent and hard work in person.
I’m extremely happy for her and the entire team,"
she says. For the unversed, in the film, Yami essays
the role of intelligence officer Zooni Haksar. Her
character drives the film’s security operation-nar-
rative as political and administrative developments
unfold in parallel in the national capital.

Article 370 was producer by Jyoti Deshpande, Aditya Dhar and
Lokesh Dhar under Jio Studios and B62 Studios. The cast also in-
cluded actors like Arun Govil, Kiran Karmarkar, Vaibhav Tat-
wawadi, Raj Arjun, Skand Thakur and Divya Seth Shah. Made on
a budget of Rs 20 crore, the film earned Rs 110 crore at the box of-
fice and emerged as a hit.

Article 370 however led some sections of the internet to describe
it as propaganda. Speaking to us earlier, the director had said,
“It’s long run in theatres validates the point that the narrative of
it being a propaganda film – as it was being referred to before re-
lease – was completely wrong… I never thought about making a

statement. The film made a statement on its own."
Coming back to the 72nd National Awards, Rajkummar Rao-

starrer Srikanth was named Best Hindi Feature Film, while Kar-
tik Aaryan received his first National Award, sharing the Best
Actor trophy with Malayalam superstar Mammootty. Kartik was
recognised for Chandu Champion, while Mammootty won for
Bramayugam.

Filmmaker Rajkumar Periasamy was honoured with the Best
Director award for Amaran. Meanwhile, Kalki 2898 AD won the
award for Popular Film Providing Wholesome Entertainment,
and Randeep Hooda took home the Best Debut Director award for
Swatantrya Veer Savarkar.

Priyamani Reacts To Yami Gautam's National Award Win 
For Article 370: 'Saw Her Talent In Person' | Exclusive

Janhvi Kapoor is on a roll. A
month after Peddi row, the actress
has signed her next big film with
Pagglait director Umesh Bist. This
will be their first collaboration
ever. Meanwhile, Janhvi has still
not reacted to the controversy re-
garding Peddi where a section of
netizens bashed the portrayal of
her character, Achiyamma, accus-
ing the makers of objectifying her.

According to Variety India, Jan-
hvi Kapoor‘s project is untitled as of
now. It will be backed by Ekta
Kapoor’s Balaji Motion Pictures
and Guneet Monga’s Sikhya Enter-
tainment. The cast and crew will
start shooting around October-No-
vember this year. There is no addi-
tional information yet regarding
the storyline, genre and cast.

On the other hand, Umesh Bist
will also be busy directing Pagglait
2 alternatively. It is the sequel to
the 2021 Netflix film and Sanya
Malhotra is expected to reprise her
lead role as Sandhya. The second
part will carry the story forward.

Meanwhile, Janhvi Kapoor’s role
in Peddi had sparked a major de-
bate over the objectification of
women in commercial cinema.
Many viewers criticised the film’s
camera angles, close-up shots and
romantic scenes, saying they re-
duced her character to a visual ob-
ject rather than giving her a mean-
ingful role. While some blamed
Janhvi, others argued that actors
should not be held responsible for a
filmmaker’s creative choices.

Following the backlash, director
Buchi Babu Sana apologised and
removed the controversial scenes

from the film. 
The issue also prompted reactions

from celebrities including Jaya
Bachchan, Kareena Kapoor Khan,
Nithya Menen, Jagapathi Babu and

Dimple Hayathi, with many calling
for better-written female charac-
ters and a change in how women
are portrayed in mainstream cin-
ema.

Janhvi Kapoor Moves On After Peddi Row,
Signs Next Film With Pagglait Director

Sunny Leone is one actress that has worked hard to make
a place for herself in Bollywood and has truly succeeded
despite going through many ups and downs. She first en-
tered into the Indian entertainment industry when she ap-
peared on the controversial reality show Bigg Boss 5, be-
fore she made her first film appearance. Sunny maintained
her composure and elegance throughout her stay in the
house and won over the interest of housemates and viewers
alike with her grace and confidence. One of the most mem-
orable moments during her stay on the show was during a
task in which she shocked everyone by wearing a plunging
black bikini that was stunning on her. She looked unbeliev-
ably hot, yet graceful and left a memorable impression.

JAMMU ☯ SUNDAY ☯ JULY 19, 2026


